
WESTERN SEMINARY-PORTLAND

Church Matching Grant Instructions
In an effort to encourage students to be involved in their local church and vice versa, the Seminary will match, on a 1 for 2 ratio, assistance given by a church up to 15% of the student’s tuition.  (A church may pay more than 30% of the student’s tuition if desired, but the Seminary match will be limited to 15%).   It is understood that, although a church may agree to support a student, a church is not contractually obligated to pay tuition charges.  Ultimately, it is the student’s responsibility.   Western’s portion of the church partnership grants are funded by the endowment and restricted scholarships shown in the Seminary catalog. 

Church Matching Grants are limited to master’s degree programs and the Doctor of Missiology Program (Doctor of Ministry program excluded).

In an effort to enable the Seminary to enhance the grant/scholarship program, Portland students receiving church partnership grants will be required to assist the Recruitment or Advancement Office up to four hours per term during the terms aid is received in the school year.  (This is commonly referred to as “Community service.”)

When do I apply?

Because church budgets are determined at different times of the year, students will want to talk to their churches as soon as possible.  Tuition is due the first week of class each term.  After the first week of classes, interest will accrue on the deferred balance.  This deferred amount is then due and must be repaid in full, with accrued interest, by the end of each semester. 

How does it work?

1. Students must be enrolled at least 4 hours in a degree program to be eligible.

2. Western will match on a 1 for 2 basis up to 15% of student’s total term’s tuition.  Note the examples below.  In each example, the total tuition is $1,000:

Church sends 30% ($300), Western matches with 15% ($150).  Student pays $550.

Church sends 50% ($500), Western matches with 15% ($150).  Student pays $350.

Church sends 90% ($900), Western matches with 15% ($150).  Student pays 0.  Credit balance  remains on account for future tuition.

3. A Church Matching Agreement must be completed and submitted to the financial aid office each year.

4. Once the church’s portion is received by Western’s financial aid office, Western will apply the Seminary grant to the student account.

5. To let the church know the amount due and the due date, a billing statement will be provided to the student to give to the church.  Because student accounts are subject to interest on the unpaid balance after the end of the first week of fall and spring semester, make sure you and your sponsoring church are familiar with semester dates. 

6. While it is Western Seminary’s intention to honor this tuition scholarship through a student’s entire program (subject to limitations described above), Western Seminary reserves the right to adjust or discontinue this tuition scholarship, if necessary.
7. As a general rule, a student may receive more than one kind of institutional gift financial aid (grants or scholarships) but only up to a maximum of 20% of his/her tuition for a term.

. 

If you have questions, please contact the Western Seminary Financial Aid Director, 5511 SE Hawthorne, Portland, OR  97215. 1-877-517-1800 x1818 or (503) 517-1818.  
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