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I.
Introduction

"The hope of Christ's return is not a dogma to tickle our brains, but a fact to change our lives. Whenever the Bible speaks about Christ's second coming its purpose is always to challenge us to action. We are living 'between the times'--between the time when Jesus introduced God's new era and the time when he will return to establish God's kingdom in its final form.  Waiting for that momentous event is not a matter of sitting in our back gardens with our telescopes scanning the horizon.  It is not a matter of killing time like waiting for a late train.  It is a time for action, a time for distinctive Christian living."  Stephen Travis

"Lord Jesus, in this 'waiting' time, help me to live every day to the full and yet to live every day as though it were my last, so that whenever you come, I may be ready to greet you with gladness, joy and welcoming love." Joyce Huggett, Approaching Christmas, Meditations for Advent. Given to me by Janette Roys, WorldVenture, Hong Kong

A.
Meaning of the Term
1.
Eschatology means "the study of the end, te,loj"

a.
Final events, termination

b.
Goal to which things are going

c.
Aim, purpose for history
2.
Wider vs. Narrower

a.
Wider Sense: Actions of God toward His goal:  Reconciliation

(1)
In this sense God begins working eschatologically before the foundation of the world.  Eschatological work in this world began right after the fall.

(2)
The central event of eschatology in this understanding is the coming, death and resurrec​tion of Christ along with the coming of the Spirit (Heb. 1:1-2)

b.
Narrower Sense: Culminating actions of God at the end of the age (rapture, tribulation, return of Christ, Millennium, New Heavens/New Earth, judg​ment, resurrection).

3.
General vs. Individual Eschatology.  

a.
General: End of the Age, World, History: Large Scale Events 

b.
Individual: End of the person's existence in this history: death, rewards, intermediate state

c.
Everyone, dead or alive, will participate in general eschatology

B.
Reasons for Studying the Doctrine
1.
Evangelism

2.
Hope

3.
Faith

4.
Godliness

5.
Prioritize Values

6.
Prayer

7.
Worship

C.
Millennial Views
1.
Premillennial
a.
Christ returns apocalyptically to set up the millennial kingdom, a future time of peace & righteousness. He reigns from the throne of David in Jerusalem during this time. Then He brings history to a close and institutes the eternal state.

b.
Dispensational: Restoration of Israel as a nation in fulfillment of OT prophecy

c.
Historic: NT reinterprets OT prophecy, applying it to the church
2.
Postmillennial
a.
The millennial kingdom, a future time of peace & righteousness, is achieved through the Christian​ization of the world.  Christ reigns from heaven on the heavenly throne of David (heavenly Jerusalem) during this process. Then He comes in order to bring history to a close and institutes the eternal state.

b.
Classic: Accomplished through the proclamation of the gospel

c.
Theonomic (Reconstruction, Dominion): Accomplished through OT Law instituted by the church, Rushdooney; Greg Bahnsen, Gary North, David Chilton, Geneva Divinity School
3.
Amillennial
a.
There is no millennial kingdom, the future time of peace & righteousness.  Christ reigns from heaven on the heavenly throne of David (heavenly Jerusalem) now. The church proclaims the gospel and christianizes society to some degree. He returns apocalyptically in order to bring history to a close and institutes the eternal state.

b.
Classic: OT “millennial” prophecies are fulfilled spiritually in the church.

c.
"Hoekemian:" Many OT “millennial” prophecies are fulfilled typologically in the eternal state.
4.
Rapture & Tribulation Views
a.
Pretribulational
(1)
Jesus raptures the church, both dead and living, before the tribulation which is a time of increasing satanic wrath as well as divine wrath. There are many Christians on earth during the tribulation who begin to follow Jesus after the rapture. At the end of the tribulation, Jesus returns to establish the millennium.

(2)
Virtually unique to Dispensational premillennialism

b.
Postribulational
(1)
The tribulation is a time of increasing satanic wrath as well as divine wrath. God protects the Christians from His wrath as Israelites during the plagues on Egypt. At the end of the tribulation, Jesus returns, raptures the church, both dead and living, which joins with Him in triumphal procession to establish the millennium.

(2)
Most historic premillennial, some amillennial or postmillennial, few Dispensational premillennial.

c.
Midtribulational
(1)
Jesus raptures the church, both dead and living, before the great tribulation (the middle of the tribulation) which is when the antichrist begins to lose control beginning a time of increasing satanic wrath as well as divine wrath. At the end of the tribulation, Jesus returns to establish the millennium.

(2)
Few dispensational premillennial

d.
Prewrath Rapture
(1)
The tribulation is a time of increasing satanic wrath. Jesus raptures the church, both dead and living, before the time of cataclysmic divine wrath near the end of the tribulation. At the end of the tribulation, Jesus returns to establish the millennium.

(2)
Some Dispensational Premillennial (Marv Rosenthal)

II.
Individual Eschatology
A.
Death
1.
Basic Meaning of Death: Separation of what was never intended to be separated

a. Physical

1.
Separation of material and immaterial Eccl. 12:7; Jas. 2:26
2.
Separation from life on this earth Phil. 1:23-24
3. Cessation of bodily life until resurrection

b. Spiritual: Moral & personal separation from God Eph. 2:1, 12
c. Eternal: Eternal confirmation of spiritual death Rev. 20:12-14
2.
Existence does not end at death

3.
State after death is determined irrevocably during life on earth Luke 16:19-21; Heb. 9:27; 1 Cor. 3
4.
Comments on death

a.
Every person will face physical death unless Jesus returns first Gen. 3:19; Heb. 9:27.  With Paul we hope for rapture so we will be spared the pains of death 2 Cor. 5:4.

b. Death is final, the end of life on this earth.  There is no reincarnation

c. Death is an enemy, not a natural part of living 1 Cor. 15:26.  It is some​thing that should never have been a part of our world.  We were created for eternal life with God.  Death put an end to all that.

d. Death was conquered by Jesus in His death and resurrection.  We will all live with Him 1 Cor. 15:50-58.  That Jesus conquered death in all its forms is His highest ac​complishment.  We must not allow modern myths of "good death" to overcome this reality.

e. We must die before we live fully.  Death is not the end of life, but a transi​tion into eternity.  This life is the preparation for our heavenly life 2 Cor. 5:1-10.

f. Life after death is not just more of the kind of life we live now.  That would be a burden.  It will be life with Jesus, enjoying His presence John 14:3; Phil 1:23; 1 Thess. 4:17.  Along with all those who love Him, we will serve in His kingdom forever Matt. 25:23.

g. Dying forces us to face the reality of our own finiteness.  It reveals for all to see our weakness, our need for God, our dependence on friends.  It shows us that we do not control our existence.  It compels us to accept the help of others.  It shows us that our life centers on faith rather than works, that God loves me and likes to be with me even when I can do nothing for Him.

5.
Immortality = Not Subject to Death

	Person
	Physical
	Spiritual

	Adam in Eden
	
	

	Fallen Human
	
	

	Regenerate Human
	
	

	Glorified Human
	
	

	Jesus
	
	


a.
Only God Is Inherently Immortal (Aseity) 1 Tim. 6:16; Jn. 5:26
b.
Humans Are Never Inherently Immortal but Have Contingent Immortality Because God Makes it So.

c.
Believers Are Spiritually Immortal Now and Become Physically Immortal Through Resurrection 1 Cor. 15:53; Jn. 5; Rev. 20:4-6
d.
Unbelievers Become Physically Immortal at Resurrection but Never Spiritually Immortal.

6.
Questions about Death
a.
Why do Christians Die?

b. How do I minister to dying people?

1. Stress their importance as persons.  Take time with them.  Touch them.  Listen.  Get things.  Share memor​ies.

2. Help them prepare for death by focusing attention on Jesus and the grace of God.

3. Pray with them.  Read familiar Scripture.  Sing favor​ite songs.

4. Don't deny or explain away their death.  Don't provide “answers.”

5. Provide a safe environment for expressing grief, fear or anger at the prospect of death.  Express your own feelings as appropriate.

6. Be still sometimes.

7. Give thanks.

8. Be a bearer of hope.  Remember resurrection.

9. Help make occasions precious.

10. Be honest.  Lying will destroy all trust.

11. Be sensitive and tactful.  The vulnerability of dying makes thoughtless com​ments abusive and brutal.  Avoid platitudes, especially ones like “I know how you feel.”

12. Bring the grace and mercy of God to bear on the in​evitable guilt.

b.
What is the Purpose of Funerals?

In a funeral we express and remember the impor​tance of a human person.  In this ministry of support, we share and release our grief and pain, opening our​selves for healing of the trauma of loss.  We pronounce closure on the person's life, and prepare to continue to live without them.  It is an occasion of grace where we expect God's work in the lives of the participants.  We celebrate the gospel, the grace and love of God, hope of resur​rection with Jesus, the fellowship of the Spirit in the midst of our tears.

Christians express grief over the loss of relationship with the person.  Death may cause mourning (Matt. 5:4) and may bring sorrow upon sorrow (Phil. 2:27).  Grief flows from the impact of the pain of death.  Sadness and loneliness inevita​bly follow the rupture occasioned by the death of a loved one.  Chris​tians do not have to experience the non-Chris​tian's bitter​ness and de​spair, their desperate hopelessness or their despondent pity for the dead.  Relief from sorrow comes in the cer​tainty of resurrec​tion and the sure hope of being together with Christ forever.  This is the very word of the Lord with which we comfort one another (1 Thess. 4:15-18).
c.
What Happens When People Die?

d.
Why do Christians still fear death?

1. Death is the unknown.

2. It terminates earthly relationships.

3. Dying may be a painful process.

4. We must face judgment.

5. It means my body will decay.

6. Self-preservation is a powerful instinct.

7. It’s a loss of personal competence.

e.
How Does One Die Well?

f.
How Shall I Then Live?

g.
Must bodies be buried or may they be cremated?

Christians show respect for the body of the dead person since it is an integral part of the person.  The body is more than a shell to be cast off in favor of a purely spiritual existence.  We will live forever in resurrected bodies like the one Jesus had follow​ing His resurrec​tion.  We neither worship nor dismiss the body.  Cremation does not "ruin" the body any more than disinte​gration through normal decay.  We treat the body in light of our confi​dent hope of bodily resurrec​tion.

h.
What of living wills and durable power of attorney? 

i.
What songs should be sung at a funeral?


Smoke gets in your eyes

B.
Intermediate State
1.
Meaning: State of Existence between Physical Death and Physical Resurrection
2.
Biblical Teaching
a.
Sheol lAav. ‑Hades a[|dhj (cf. TWOT, II:892‑3) Gen. 37:35; Num. 16:30-33; Job 7:9; 13-16; Ps. 9:17; 49:14-15; 55:15; Prov. 15:11, 24; Luke 16:23
(1)
Grave, Pit, Cave, Tomb ‑ the Place Where All Dead Go, No One Returns from There

(a)
Down, Darkness, Dusty, Pit, Gates, from this Meaning

(b)
Destruction and Humilia​tion

(2)
Abstractly, the State of Death, to Be Dead

(3)
Place/State of Punishment for the Unrighteous
b.
Psa. 16:10; 23:6; 8:13
c.
Eccl. 12:6-7; Job 34:14-15
d.
Luke 16:19-31
e.
Luke 23:42-43; Paradise is the Garden of God which may be the Garden of Eden It is specifically linked with God's presence 2 Cor. 12:4; Rev. 2:7.

f.
Luke 23:46; Acts 7:59-60
g.
Phil. 1:20-23
h.
2 Cor. 4:16-5:10
3.
The Believer's Hope: We go to God immediately

a.
No waiting taught in the Old Testament

b.
Penitent thief Luke 23:42‑43. Paradise is the place where God is. It describes the Garden of Eden Ezek. 28:13; 31:8‑9 as well as Gen. 2‑3. It is specifically linked with God's presence in 2 Cor. 12:4 and Rev. 2:7.

c.
Paul's confident hope Phil. l:2l‑23: Death means joining Christ who is at the right hand of the Father immediately.

d.
2 Cor. 4:16-5:10 The basic affirmation is simply to be separated from this earthly existence is to be at home with Christ.

4.
Views of Intermediate State
a.
Spirits exist in a conscious state with sequence of moments without their resurrection bodies

(1)
Bodiless existence

(2)
Existence in a temporary body that is not our resurrection body

b.
Soul Sleep: The bodiless soul sleeps with Christ until the parousia
(1)
Dan. 12:2: John 11:11-14; Acts 7:60; 13:36-37; 1 Thess. 4:13-18
(2)
Luke 16:19-31; Rev. 6:9-11 provide evidence of conscious existence

c.
There is no intermediate state

(1)
Believers move into timeless eternity with conscious bliss (but timeless) with Christ & God. 

(2)
People cease to exist but are retained in God's memory. 

(3)
Both awareness of time and personal existence is indicated in Luke 16:19-31; Rev. 6:9-11
d.
Roman Catholic

(1)
Souls of those who are perfectly pure (saints) enter immediately into the beatific vision of God.

(2)
Souls of most of those baptized in the Church have not been completely cleansed and must therefore spend time in purgatory.

Purgatory is not a place of probation. There is no second chance for salvation after death. The time spent in purgatory depends upon the amount of sin that must be expiated. It can be shortened by prayers and supererogatory works of those yet on earth.

Purgatory comes out of the idea that we are responsible and accountable for our sins and have a need to make up for them either in this present life by means of the sacrament of penance or after death in purgatory.  When we see Christ, we will be aware of our imperfection.  We will willingly embrace the opportunity for the purification so as to achieve the holiness necessary to attain the joy of heaven and the presence of God who is pure love (2 Macc.12:38-45; 1 Cor. 3:15; Matt. 12:32)

(3)
Souls of those who have been baptized in the Church who die with unconfessed mortal sin and all those not baptized in the Church (non‑Catholics, traditionally) are cast into hell.  The degree of punishment in hell depends upon the kinds and amount of sin committed.

(4)
Noble non‑Catholics and those who had no chance to be baptized live in limbo that is neither part of hell nor heaven. Many Catholic theologians teach that these people enjoy an eternal state of perfect natural happiness, but without being in communion with God.

(5)
Old Testament believers went into a part of limbo called Limbus Patrum where they waited for Christ to come and release them (Eph. 4:8‑10; 1 Pet. 3:18ff). Limbus Patrum is also known as Abraham's Bosom (Luke 16:22). 
C.
Rewards
1.
Key Passages
a.
2 Cor. 5:10; Rom. 14:10
b.
Matt. 12:36?
c.
Matt. 24:45-47
d.
Matt. 25:14-30
e.
Luke 16:1-13
f.
Luke 17:7-10
g.
Luke 19:12-27
h.
1 Cor. 3:8-15
i.
1 Cor. 9:17-27
j.
Col. 3:23-25
k.
Rev. 4:10?
l.
Rev. 22:12
2.
Basis of Rewards
a.
"What is the chief end of man?" - To glorify God and enjoy Him forever

b.
Gen. 1:26-28
c.
"Occupy 'til I come." Luke 19; Acts 1:5-8
d.
Faithfulness & Fruitfulness

3.
Principles of Rewards
a.
Steward​ship with the gifts God has given in us. God has given us responsibili​ty over a little bit of his posses​sions.  How we handle this little bit will determine the level over which we will have stewardship in the kingdom.

b.
Matt. 25:20-21: Combination of Entrustment & Faithfulness. What we are doing is being faithful with what God has already given us.

c.
Rewards are not simply wages from an employer. We must not fall back into merit theology when it comes to rewards.  God's rewards program is based on a grace theology.  We relate to God as Abba who wants to give His children every good thing.

d.
We are children of God with the full right of inheritance.  Participation is already ours, not because of the good we have done, but because of God's gracious inclusion of us in His kingdom.  Howev​er, the child must be found trustworthy to receive what is already his or hers. God wants to give His precious things to us, but we must be found faithful, trustworthy, before He will entrust them to us.  This is that training program we call sanctification.  He entrusts us with a little bit and tells us how to handle it.  If we learn how to handle a little bit that is someone else's then He will entrust us with a great deal that is already ours by way of inheritance.



4.
Indulgences (Roman Catholic)
a. The Church may grant remission from temporal punishment for sins in whole (plenary) or part (partial). It comes from the treasury of surplus merit of the saints.

b. They are not for salvation or justification nor will they overcome mortal sin. 

c. Medieval abuses such as selling indulgences for fund raising purposes led Luther to object strenuously. 

d. Questions:

(1) Where is any biblical teaching about surplus merit?

(2) By what right does the Church dispense these supposed merits in indulgences?

(3) If remission of temporal punishments is a part of penance, why can't the priest deal with this in the sacrament of confession? 

(4) On what basis do indulgences extend from remission in this life to remission in purgatory?

III.
Kingdom
A.
Basic Meaning of the Term tWkl.m; (Malkuth), basilei,a (Basileia)

1.
It is NOT

a.
Heaven

b.
Divine spark in my heart

c.
Political or economic transformation

d.
About Jesus and me

5.
It IS 

1.
Royal reign, kingly rule, exercise of authority

2.
Realm & subjects of that reign

3.
Rules of the realm
4.
A journey and a destination

5.
The LORD’s mission to rescue and renew his sin-marred creation
3. 
Jesus establishing His rule and reign over all of creation, defeating the human and angelic evil powers, bringing order to all relationships, enacting justice, and being worshiped as Lord
B.
Views of Kingdom
1.
Futuristic: The kingdom is strictly future. The Son of Man (Dan. 7) will return apocalyptically to defeat the forces of evil and establish His righteous kingdom in fulfillment of Old Testament prophecies.

2.
Non-Apocalyptic: The apocalyptic terminology is the mythological, time-conditioned husk containing the kernel of the real religious message: The Fatherhood of God, the brotherhood of man, the infinite value of the individual soul, and the ethic of love (Harnack)

3.
Consistent Eschatology: Jesus' preaching was consistently apocalyptic. He preached the imminent, catastrophic coming of the eschatological kingdom. His ethic is merely an interim ethic in the few days prior to its arrival. It did not come and Jesus died a disillusioned man. Paul tried to rescue the teaching of Jesus with his view of Jesus' resurrection and future second coming (Johannes Weiss, Albert Schweizer)

4.
Realized Eschatology: The apocalyptic language of Jesus is series of symbols describing the arrival of the kingdom experienced in the person and mission of Jesus and the coming of the Spirit at Pentecost. It is realized in the state of inner communion with God. (C. H. Dodd).

5.
Political Eschatology: Jesus gave Christians the mission to establish His righteous kingdom through the Spirit empowered proclamation of the gospel, establishing Christian laws and ruling righteously in the name of Jesus.

6.
Inaugurated Eschatology: God’s promised Messiah has come in the person of Jesus, inaugurating (beginning) the promised age of salvation. We have the first taste of a number of eschatological blessings. But the consummation and final fulfillment is yet future.


a.
Presence of the Future

b.
Already but Not Yet

c.
Last Days vs. Last Day

C.
Aspects of Kingdom
1.
Eternal Kingdom: YHWH Is King over All Psa 11:4; 47:2; 103:19; 145:11-13; Dan 4:17
2.
Reconciling Kingdom Program: YHWH Is Establishing His Kingdom in and through the people of God (Israel and church) Gen. 12:1-3; Isa 9:7; 16:5 and many others
The dynamic activity of the sovereign, triune God

to manifest His authority in His sin-alienated creation, 

by redeeming it from the domain of evil, 

judging all enemies, 

and bringing righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit,

on and through His people 

to the praise of His glory.

IV.
God's Kingdom Program in History
A.
Prophetic Hope in the Old Testament
1.
Kingdom & Messiah Announced Gen. 1:26-28; 3:15

2.
Abrahamic Covenant Gen. 12:1-3; 15:1-21; 17:4-6; 18:18; Psa 105:9; Luke 1:59
3.
National Hope:

a.
Establishment of Israel Abrahamic Hope; Ex. 3:8, etc.
b.
Regathering of Israel Isa. 11:11-12; 60:1-11; 66:19-20; Mic. 2:12; Zech 8:7
c.
Establishment of New Covenant Jer. 31:31-37; 32:40-41; 33:14-18; Ezek. 36:22-32; 37:26-28; Joel 2:28-32
4.
Messianic Hope

a.
Davidic King 2 Sam. 7:8-16; Psa 2; 72, 89; 110; 132; 145
b.
Suffering Servant Isa. 53
c.
Danielic Son of Man Dan. 7:9-14
5.
Messiah will:

a.
Come Apocalyptically Dan. 2:44
b.
Judge Enemies

c.
Regather God's People

d.
Pour out the Spirit

e.
Purify from Sin

f.
Reign Personally from Jerusalem

g.
Be Worshiped by All Nations

6.
McClain's Six Elements of the Messianic Kingdom Plus One (Greatness of the Kingdom, 66ff, 217ff)

a.
Spiritual: Salvation by grace begun with the repentance and belief looking forward to renewal as a part of the new covenant Isa. 60:18; 61:10; Ezek. 36:22-32

b.
Moral/Ethical: Moral values will be affirmed and established in the lives of all humans. This moral economy will be established worldwide. Psa. 72
c.
Social: Peace will be affirmed and justice will reign. Micah 4:1-4 = Isa 2:1-4; Isa. 9:6-7; Zech. 8:4-5
d.
Political: the righteous king (Messiah) will reign from a central capital (Jerusalem) over a regathered Israel through whom all the nations of the earth will be blessed. Isa. 2; 60; Zech. 14
e.
Physical: Both cosmic and geologic changes will occur. Waste places will be fertile and fruitful. Disease will be ended. Isa. 11:6-8; 32:13-15; 35:5-7
f.
Ecclesiastical: A group of people will be gathered in the name of Messiah over whom YHWH will be ruler, who will belong to Him. Ezek. 40-48; Dan. 7; Zech. 8
g.
Doxological: YHWH will be praised throughout the world. Zech. 14:16-17; Mal. 1:11
B.
Jesus and the Kingdom
1.
What did Jesus preach? An imminent inbreaking of the supernatural kingdom or as realized in the in His own ministry and teaching? Is the kingdom coming apocalyptically in the eschaton or is it present now in the community of the Spirit?

a.
Be Ready for the Coming Kingdom Mark 1:15; Luke 4:16-21
b.
Presence of the Kingdom Matt. 12:28
c.
Coming Apocalyptic Kingdom Mark 13; Luke 21:5-38
2.
Did Jesus re-interpret OT kingdom?

3.
The mysteries of the kingdom or mystery kingdom? Matt. 13:11
a.
Messianic king is present but not yet judging

b.
Age of Messiah has begun but has not yet destroyed evil

c.
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1The Parables

(1) Soils: Rather than sweeping away all people, the kingdom must be willingly received to be fruitful.

(2) Tares: Members of the kingdom receive His reign and blessings, but must continue to live in the midst of evil. Efforts to remove evil are misguided.

(3) Mustard: The kingdom begins so small as to be insignificant, but its end will be great.

(4) Leaven: The smallness of the kingdom is comparison to the evil world will not keep it from prevailing.

(5) Treasure-Pearl: The insignificant kingdom is of inestimable value.

(6) Net: Even the kingdom community, made up of redeemed sinners, will be mixed.

C.
The Kingdom in Apostolic Preaching
1.
Acts

a.
Jesus looks to the kingdom restored to Israel Acts 1:6-7
b.
New covenant inaugurated Acts 2
c.
Jesus proclaimed as savior, messiah (Christ) and lord

d.
Apostles proclaiming the soon-coming kingdom

e.
He will judge

2.
Paul

a.
New covenant inaugurated

b.
Church proclaims the soon-coming kingdom

c.
Church demonstrates the first fruits of the kingdom

d.
Living "between the times"

3.
Revelation

a.
Consummation of the promised kingdom

V.
The Coming of Christ

A. Definiteness of His coming

1. Matt. 26:64 

2. Mark 13:32 

3. Acts 1:11 

4. 1 Thess. 1:10; 4:16 

5. 2 Thess. 1:7-10 

B. Indefiniteness of the time

1. Signs that are common to the whole period from first to second Advents remind us of the certainty of His coming

i. Antichrists (in place of Christ) Matt. 24:5, 24; Mark 13:5-6, 21-23; Luke 21:8; 1 John 2:18-22; 4:3; 2 John 7
ii. False prophets Matt 24:10-11, 24; Acts 5:36-37; 2 Thess. 2:3, 9; 1 Tim 4:1; 2 Tim. 4:3
iii. Revival of occult paganism 1 John 2:18; 1 Tim. 4:1; Matt. 24
iv. Proclamation of the gospel to all Matt 24:14
v. Earthquakes, war, famine, pestilence Matt. 24:6-7; Mark 13:9; Luke 21:9-11
2. There appears to be an intensification of them at the end and especially in the great tribulation

3. They are not to be used for date setting

i. Matt. 24:36 

ii. Mark 13:32 

iii. Acts 1:7 

C.
Nature of His coming

1.
Personal

2.
Physical, Bodily

3.
Visible

4.
Imminent

5.
Triumphant and Glorious

D.
Rapture-Tribulation
1.
The time of the rapture

a.
Pre-Tribulational support

(1)
Difference in "come for" of rapture passages (John 14:1-3; 1 Cor. 15:50-58; 1 Thess. 4:13-18) and "come with" of establish kingdom passages (Matt. 24:27-31; Jude 14; Rev. 19:11-16).

(2)
Church promised deliverance from wrath (1 Thess. 1:9-10; 5:9)

(3)
Church promised deliverance from the time of testing, the tribulation period (Rev. 3:10; cf., Rom. 5:9; 2 Pet. 2:6-9)

(4)
1 Thess. 4:13-20 (rapture) before 1 Thess. 5 (Day of the Lord)

(5)
The terror of 2 Thess. 2 makes sense if the believers there think the rapture has already happened and they have been left behind. That would mean they are not true Christians.

(6)
Imminency of Christ's return is hard to believe if there is all the tribulation events prior to its arrival (Luke 12:36; 1 Cor. 1:7; 16:22; Phil. 3:20; 4:5; 1 Thess. 1:5-10; Tit. 2:13; Heb. 9:28; James 5:7-9; 1 Pet. 1:13; 4:7; Rev. 3:11; 22:7, 12, 17, 20)

b.
Post-Tribulational support

(1)
Scripture presents the Lord's return as a single event

(a)
Matt. 24 & Rev. 4-20 have no rapture

(b)
1 Cor. 15:50ff & 1 Thess. 4:13-20 have no tribulation

(2)
Caught up,  avpa,nthsij, 1 Thess. 4:17, speaks of going out to meet the conquering king and joining him for the triumphant procession into the city.

(3)
There are believers on earth during the Tribulation (Matt. 24:22, 31; Rev. 7).

(4)
The rapture will come only after certain tribulation events: the man of sin appears, the restrainer is removed and the apostasy occurs (2 Thess. 2:3-10)

(5)
Christians not be subject to God's wrath

(a)
Classic Post-Trib (Ladd): They will be protected as Israel was during the plagues on Egypt.

(b)
Pre-Wrath (Rosenthal): God's cataclysmic wrath will fall when the believers are caught up to join the Son's triumphant return.

(6)
Early Church was post-tribulational

(7)
Tribulation is the common experience of most Christians rather than a unique event of the last days.

2.
The nature and purpose of the tribulation 

a.
Seventieth week of Daniel (Dan. 9:27)

b.
Conclude the times of the gentiles (Luke 21:24)

c.
Purify Israel (Jer. 30:7; Rev. 7:1-8)

d.
Judge God's enemies (Rev. 6-19)

VI

SEQ 1_1 \* ALPHABETIC \r 0 
Millennium

A.
Basic Issues
1
Hermeneutical
a.
Interpreting OT prophecy

(1)
As intended by the author in the original context (literal)

(2)
NT re-interprets OT prophecies in a way not suggested in the OT context

(3)
Typological: prophets proclaim themes that have several manifestations or fulfillments in history (e.g., Day of the Lord)

(4)
Spiritual: physical elements like land or Temple symbolize spiritual realities

b.
Covenants

(1)
Foundational Abrahamic covenant with codicils

(a)
Wholly unconditional

(b)
Unconditional promise, conditional blessing

(2)
One covenant of grace in various administrations

c.
Book of Revelation

(1)
Spiritual/Idealist: Symbolic of battle of good & evil. Not describe any particular period of time.

(2)
Preterist: Apocalyptic exhortation to faithfulness during first century persecution

(3)
Historicist/Cyclical: Successive portrayals of history between Advents

(4)
Futurist: Rev. 4-22 predictive of events relating to the second Advent, often Daniel's seventieth week & kingdom establishment

2 
Understanding of Kingdom

a.
Nature (see above)

(1)
Realized, Inaugurated, Futurist

(2)
Soteriological vs. full OT kingdom

b.
Response 

(1)
Soteriological kingdom established

(2)
Full OT kingdom rejected

(a)
Messianic kingdom inaugurated

(b)
Mystery kingdom (kingdom of heaven) established as a parenthesis
c.
Present Kingdom

(1)
Christ rules from heaven, "millennium" is now

(2)
Mystery kingdom

(3)
Inaugurated messianic kingdom

(4)
No kingdom now: It's strictly future

3 
Millennium: Time of worldwide peace & righteousness
a.
Nature

(1)
Spiritual Reign

(a)
Present, No Literal Millennium

(b)
Future, Earthly Millennium

(2)
Earthly Reign

(a)
Restoration of Israel in Fulfillment of OT Prophecy

(b)
Church Emphasis

b.
Interpretation of Rev. 20:1-10

(1)
Both Resurrections Bodily & Future

(2)
First Resurrection Spiritual & Present (Regeneration); Second Bodily & Future

(3)
First Resurrection to Life with Jesus (Intermediate State); There Is No Second Resurrection
4.
Present and Future Status of Israel
a.
Israel & Church

(1)
Church Replaced Israel

(2)
Two Covenant Peoples

(3)
Church & Israel Are Eternally Distinct Peoples, Programs, Etc.

(4)
Church & Israel Are Distinct Administrators of God's Purpose & People

b.
Future of Israel

(1)
No National Future

(2)
Restoration of Nation under Jesus as Messianic King in Fulfillment of OT Prophecy

5.
Other Issues
a.
Binding of Satan (Rev. 20:1-3)

(1)
Satan Bound Now (Matt. 12:29)

(2)
Satan Defeated & Limited Now by Atonement, Bound & Sealed in Abyss in Millennium

b.
Attitude Toward History: What is our relation to the State: Am I a citizen, a resident alien, a tourist or one who is just passing through hostile territory as quickly as I can?
(1)
Triumphant: Gospel will prevail and the world will be Christianized. (Pat Robertson)

(2)
Transforming: Christians will penetrate society and Christianize its structures as part of the cultural mandate. (Dobson, Colson)

(3) Prophetic: As it proclaims the gospel and seeks to win people to Christ, the church proclaims righteousness in the culture by deed and word & exposes its evils in a context of grace (Breshears)

(4) Ambivalent: If the proclamation of the gospel results in revival, society will improve as a secondary effect. (Billy Graham)

(5)
Negative: Only Messiah can change society. We save people from the world (Satan's domain) and bring them into the church community that practices the separation of church & state. (Lifeboat view) 

Every one, even Christians, seem to have succumbed to "political junky-ism. Jacques Ellul, the eccentric French reformed thinker, foresaw the Information Age and the need of the media for a steady flow of information to feed the populace. It would therefore gravitate, he said, to covering centers of power. Politicians would be willing accomplices because they'd gain fame and clout. All of this has created what Ellul titled his prophetic book, The Political Illusion, the idea that every problem has a political solution. He warned that this would lead to increasing dependence on the state by ordinary citizens and decreasing citizen control of government.

Every candidate promises new programs, and, when elected, has to deliver. The result is that program piles upon program, agency upon agency; the whole structure of government becomes so unwieldy it can hardly function, as we saw happen in the wake of Hurricane Katrina. 

A real evil of the belief that every problem is solved politically is that it distracts us from other aspects of life. Christians have a duty to be the best of citizens, bringing concerns of justice and righteousness into public life. But we have to keep political activity in perspective. Each sphere -- family, church, and government -- must carry out its own responsibility before God. This means we must guard against government encroachment on other spheres. And we must not let the political illusion blind us to what makes life rich and meaningful: family, church, and community. In short, culture. 

Politics is, after all, only an expression of culture. It can never be the ultimate source of meaning and influence in any society if people wish to remain free. 

Adapted from Chuck Colson, Breakpoint, July 18, 2007

B.
Historic Premillennial (George Ladd, Millard Erickson)

1.
Hermeneutical
a.
Interpreting OT Prophecy

(1)
NT Re-Interprets OT Prophecies in a Way Not Suggested in the OT Context

(2)
NT Is to Be Interpreted According to Authorial Intent & Original Context (Literally)

b.
Covenants

(1)
Foundational Abrahamic Covenant

(a)
Unconditional Promise for All God's People (not Just Israel)

(b)
Conditional Blessing of Land & Nation (All in the Past)

(c)
No National Future for Israel or Jewish People as a Nation

(2)
Mosaic Covenant & Law Have Continuing Relevance for the Church

c.
Book of Revelation

(1)
Futurist: Rev. 4-22 Predictive of Events Relating to the Second Advent

(2)
Apocalyptic Genre: Interpret Accordingly

2.
Understanding of Kingdom
a.
Nature

(1)
Inaugurated

(2)
Soteriological-Redemptive

(3)
No Special Place for Israel or Jewish People

b.
Response

(1)
Soteriological Kingdom Established

c.
Present Kingdom

(1)
Inaugurated Messianic Kingdom

(2)
Jesus Is Reigning Now as Davidic King from the Heavenly Davidic Throne

3.
Millennium:  Time of World Wide Peace & Righteousness
a.
Nature

(1)
Earthly Reign

(a)
Church Focus

(b)
Jesus Will Be Revealed (Not Established) as Messianic King

b.
Interpretation of Rev. 20:1-10

(1)
Both Resurrections Bodily & Future

(2)
Come to Life (e;zhsan) Cannot Change Meaning in the Context

(3)
First = Righteous Dead; Second = Unrighteous Dead
4.
Present and Future Status of Israel
a.
Church = Spiritual Israel

b.
Future Large Scale Salvation of Jews Who Will Be Part of the Church Rom. 11:25-32
c.
No National Future for Israel

5.
Other Issues

a.
Satan Defeated & Limited Now by Atonement Matt. 12:29, Bound & Sealed in Abyss in Millennium Rev. 20:1-3
b.
History Is the Arena Where God Is Working out His Redemption

(1)
Transforming: Christians Will Penetrate Society and Christianize its Structures as Part of the Cultural Mandate

(2)
Ambivalent: Gospel Will Penetrate as People Are Saved So Culture Will Be Christianized as Revivals Occur

C.
"Hoekemian" Amillennialism (Anthony Hoekema, William Hendrickson)

1.
Hermeneutical

a.
Interpreting OT Prophecy

(1)
Typological: Prophets Proclaim Themes Which Have Several Manifestations or Fulfillments in History (e.g., Day of the Lord)

(2)
OT "Millennial" Prophecies (e.g., Isa 11:6-9; 65:17-25) Refer to New Heavens & New Earth

b.
Covenants

(1)
One Covenant of Grace in Various Administrations

c.
Book of Revelation

(1)
Historicist/Cyclical: Progressive Parallelism

(a)
Seven Successive Progressive Portrayals of History Between the Advents

(b)
Each Cycle Begins at the First Advent & Ends at Second Advent

(c)
Seventh Cycle Begins at Chapter 20 So 20:1-6 Refers to Time of Christ, Not the Future

2.
Understanding of Kingdom
a.
Nature

(1)
Inaugurated

(2)
Primarily Soteriological but Full Cosmos in New Heavens & New Earth

(3)
Reign of God Dynamically Active in Human History Through Jesus Christ to Redeem from Sin and Demonic Powers and Finally to Establish the New Heavens & New Earth.

b.
Response

(1)
Soteriological Kingdom Established.  Christ Won the Decisive Victory over Sin, Death, & Satan at the Cross

c.
Present Kingdom

(1)
Inaugurated Messianic Kingdom but a Future Kingdom Too Matt. 12:28; Luke 17:20-21 and Matt. 7:21-23; 8:11-12; 26:64
(2)
Last Days Now, Last Day to Come Acts 2:16-17; 1 Cor. 10:11; 1 John 2:18; Heb. 1:1-2
3.
Millennium:  Time of World Wide Peace & Righteousness
a.
Nature

(1)
Present Spiritual Reign

(a)
No Literal Millennium in History

(b)
Future "Millennium" in New Heavens & New Earth

(c)
Christ Reigns in & through Believers on Earth (Church Militant)

(d)
Believers Reign with Christ in Heaven (Church Triumphant)
b.
Interpretation of Rev. 20:1-10

(1)
First Resurrection: Believers "Come to Life" to Reign Spiritually in Heaven with Jesus (Intermediate State)

(2)
There Is No Second Resurrection.  The Rest of the Dead Do Not "Come to Life" During the Thousand Years

(3)
a;cri Means "During, as Long As" Not "Until" with Implication That it Will Happen after a Season
4.
Present and Future Status of Israel
a.
Church Replaced Israel

b.
No National Future for Israel Rom. 11:25-32
(1)
All the Elect Jews Will Be Saved Through Faith in Christ along with Elect Gentiles Between the Two Advents

(2)
a;cri Means "During, as Long As" Not "Until" with Implication That it Will Happen after a Season

(3)
Israel as a Nation Is a Type of the New Heavens & New Earth
5.
Other Issues

a.
Binding of Satan Rev. 20:1-3
(1)
Satan Bound Now Matt. 12:29
(a)
He No Longer Deceives the Nations

(b)
Cannot Prevent the Gospel's Spread

(c)
Cannot Gather Enemies to Attack the Church

b.
History Is the Arena Where God Is Working out His Redemption

(1) "Sober, Realistic Optimism"

(2) Transforming: Christians Will Penetrate Society and Christianize its Structures as Part of the Cultural Mandate

D.
Classic (Scofieldian) Dispensational Premillennialism

1 
Hermeneutical

a.
Prophetic Interpretation (Especially of the Old Testament) 

Consistent hermeneutic. Wherever the language, context, etc. are literal the passage is to be interpreted literally. In general prophecy is taken literally unless there is explicit reason to take otherwise. Interpretation of symbols and figures must be in harmony with the context. Of course there may be prefillment of prophecies. This does not deny the final and complete fulfillment.

a.
Covenants

The foundational covenant is the Abrahamic. Its three provisions are personal (to Abraham), national (later specified as the seed of Jacob: Israel) and universal. All three provisions are unconditional. Periods of punishment do not alter the fact that God is faithful and will restore His people.

The other covenants are essentially amplifications of the Abrahamic. The Davidic and New Covenants given in the Old Testament are strictly in relation to Israel and exclusively millennial.


c.
Interpretation of Revelation

The basic interpretation of futuristic.  This does not deny a first century relevance.

2.
Kingdom
a.
Nature 

The universal kingship of God is everlasting and over all creation. The mediatorial kingdom is ruled by a divinely chosen mediator who acts and speaks for God to the people and to God for the people. There have been various preparations for this kingdom in the various dispensations that culminated in the establishment of the nation Israel. But the Davidic kingdom failed. In its fulness the mediatorial kingdom will include spiritual, ethical, social, physical, political and religious aspects.

b.
Offered by Jesus?

Yes. Jesus offered the mediatorial kingdom in all its aspects to Israel. But Israel rejected both the King and His kingdom.

c.
Postponed?

Yes. The mediatorial kingdom is in suspension until the second coming of Christ.

d.
Is there a present kingdom?

Yes, the mystery form. This is a mixed kingdom with both true and false believers, error and truth, etc. Nonetheless there is a remnant of Israel that will be the seed for the restoration of Israel in the last day. The church, the sons of the kingdom, will also participate in the mediatorial kingdom as its aristocracy and ruling nobility. Believers are in Christ's kingdom even in this age preceding its full establishment on earth. The mediatorial kingdom program is in suspension and has been replaced by the mystery form of the kingdom, which is primarily soteriological. 

3.
The Millennium: Time of World Wide Peace & Righteousness

a.
 Nature

The millennium is the establishment of the mediatorial kingdom in all seven of its aspects. It will be accomplished by the perfect mediator, Jesus Christ, at His second coming. It will be preceded by the rapture of the church followed by the seven years of tribulation judgments on the sons of the evil one. Removing the church allows God to restart His program with Israel. Then Christ will return with the church, raise all the righteous dead and establish the literal mediatorial kingdom, completely fulfilling all the promises to Israel and the Church that relate to history.

b.
Interpretation of Revelation 20:1‑10

The elements are to be interpreted literally. The 1000 years is literal as is the binding of Satan and the rule of Christ on earth in fulfillment of the prophecies, both Old and New, between the two resurrections. The first resurrection is the resurrection of the righteous dead, specifically those not already raised at the rapture of the church. The second is the resurrection of all other dead. Both are bodily resurrections.

4.
Status of Israel

a.
Israel and the church

Israel and the church are distinct in form, function, constituents, purposes, etc. They represent two distinct programs and peoples of God. The church is God's heavenly people, Israel His earthly people. These distinctions are eternal. Though the church will have a part in the millennium, it will be primarily Jewish in its character.

b.
The Future of Israel Rom. 11:25-32
Israel will be fully restored as a nation after the fullness of the gentiles. This restoration will include a return to the land, a rebuilding of the temple with sacrifices and Jewish forms of worship. The kingdom wil1 be restored to all its promised glory. Although some prophecies are applied to the church in a soteriological way, their final fulfillment is in no way abrogated.

5.
Other Issues
a.
The binding of Satan

Although Satan's power is limited to some degree by the presence of the Holy Spirit, he is not now bound. Rather he is active, seeking whom he may devour. Satan wil1 be bound and cast into the pit for the duration of the millennium. He wil1 be then released for a short time before he is once and for all cast into the lake of fire.

b.
Attitude toward history.

Among many dispensationalists there is a basic pessimism toward this world. It is seen as the domain of Satan. Therefore the Christian and the church should be separate from it in so far as possible. On the other hand there is a real hope for history in that Christ will come again and establish His kingdom on this earth and rule in righteousness. 

E.
Progressive Dispensational Premillennialism

1 
Hermeneutical
a.
Prophetic Interpretation (Especially of the Old Testament) 

Consistent hermeneutic. Interpret all Scripture, including prophecy, according to the intent of the author and the original audience.  Thus promises such as regathering the Jewish people into Israel under the rule of Messiah from David's throne in Jerusalem were intended literally and should continue to be interpreted literally.  Interpretation of symbols and figures must be in harmony with the context. Of course there may be prefillment of prophecies. This does not deny the final and complete fulfillment. While God may do more than He originally promised, He will not do less.

b.
Covenants

The foundational covenant is the Abrahamic. Its three provisions are personal (to Abraham), national (later specified as the seed of Jacob: Israel) and universal. All three provisions are unconditional. Periods of punishment do not alter the fact that God is faithful and will restore His people.  The other covenants are essentially amplifications of it. The Mosaic covenant is replaced by the inaugurated new covenant at Pentecost.

c.
Interpretation of Revelation

The basic interpretation of futuristic.  This does not deny a first century relevance.

2.
Kingdom
a.
Nature 

The universal kingship of God is everlasting and over all creation. The reconciling kingdom program is mediated by a divinely established institution, an organization of the redeemed people of God, which acts and speaks for God.  Jesus preached imminence of the seven fold (spiritual, ethical, social, physical, political religious and doxological) prophetic kingdom, commanding that people repent and believe to be prepared for its arrival.

b.
Offered by Jesus?

There are no statements that make the arrival of the kingdom conditional upon Israel's receptivity so "offer" is not the proper term.  Israel as a nation did reject both the King and His kingdom.

c.
Postponed?

While "postponed" is not the best word to describe this, it is a fact that the fullness of the messianic kingdom was not established. The promised seven fold messianic kingdom will be fulfilled at His return.

d.
Is there a present kingdom?

Yes. Jesus is king now in a way analogous to David between his anointing and reign. Jesus is anointed Davidic king waiting in heaven to the time to return and establish the messianic kingdom in its fullness. In the period between Jesus' returns, believers follow Him as members of the coming kingdom with its first fruits.

3.
The Millennium: Time of World Wide Peace & Righteousness
a.
Nature

The millennium is the establishment of the mediatorial kingdom in all seven of its aspects. It will be accomplished by the perfect mediator, Jesus Christ, at His second coming. It will be preceded by the rapture of the church and the seven years of tribulation judgments on the sons of the evil one. After this is accomplished, Christ will return with the church, raise all the righteous dead and establish the literal mediatorial kingdom, completely fulfilling all the promises to Israel and the Church that relate to history.

b.
Interpretation of Revelation 20:1‑10

The elements are to be interpreted literally. The 1000 years is literal as is the binding of Satan and the rule of Christ on earth in fulfillment of the prophecies, both Old and New, between the two resurrections. The first resurrection is the resurrection of the righteous dead, specifically those not already raised at the rapture of the church. The second is the resurrection of all other dead. Both are bodily resurrections.

4.
Status of Israel

a.
Israel and the church

Israel and the church are distinct administrative organizations of the people of God. While institutional Israel is never confused with the institutional church, there is continuity as the spiritual seed of Abraham. 

b.
The Future of Israel Rom. 11:25-32
Israel will be fully restored as a nation after the fullness of the gentiles Luke 21:24. This restoration will include a return to the land, where God's promises to His firstborn people, the Jews, will be finally fulfilled. The kingdom will be established on earth with all its promised glory. Although the church is included in some of God's prophesied blessings, their final fulfillment with Israel is in no way abrogated.

5.
Other Issues

a.
The binding of Satan

Although Satan's power is limited to some degree by the presence of the Holy Spirit, he is not now bound. Rather he is active, seeking whom he may devour. Satan will be bound and cast into the pit for the duration of the millennium. He wil1 be then released for a short time before he is once and for all cast into the lake of fire.

b.
Attitude toward history.

There is a basic ambivalence. The church's mission is to bring people to a salvation in Christ. The people of God play a prophetic role, proclaiming righteousness in the culture by deed and word and exposing its evils in a context of grace. As people respond to the gospel and revival occurs, culture will show transformation. However, only Messiah can change fundamentally society.

F.
Why We Look for a Restoration of Israel as a Nation in Fulfillment of OT Prophecy

1.
Jesus emphasized the fulfillment of the O.T.  Matt. 5:17-18; Lk. 24:44, etc.
2.
Both John the Baptist and Jesus preached the kingdom of God without explanation.  They were preaching the kingdom prophesied in the Old Testament. If there were a re-interpretation of the kingdom, it should have happened right away.

3.
Jesus did not re-interpret the kingdom of God at two critical points where He should have set people straight if this were so: Mk. 10:35-45; Acts 1:3-8. Note that after a full explanation of the O.T. and the kingdom (Luke 24) the disciples still ask about a kingdom restored to Israel. This is because they saw the coming of the Spirit as fulfillment of the new covenant that includes the restoration of Israel (cf. Ezek. 36:22ff). 

4.
Jesus' preaching is akin to that of the OT prophets who proclaimed God's work and commanded people to repent and believe.  He did preach the OT kingdom, but Israel rejected the spiritual prerequisites as well as Jesus.  Thus the reconciling kingdom program was inaugurated not consummated.

5.
Israel was set aside for the times of the Gentiles but in anticipation to a time of restoration (Luke 21:24; Rom. 9-11, esp. vv. 11:25-29).

6.
All dispensationalists strongly affirm the national future for Israel in fulfillment of OT prophecy. Replacement theology, on the other hand, teaches that the church has replaced Israel receiving all the promises to Israel including the land and national promises.  Cranfield comments on this perspective: "the Church . . . entertains the ugly and unscriptural notion that God has cast off His people Israel and simply replaced it with the Church. These three chapters [Rom. 9-11] emphatically forbid us to speak of the Church as having once and for all taken the place of the Jewish people. But the assumption that the Church has simply replaced Israel as the people of God is extremely common. . . . I confess with shame to having also myself used in print on more than one occasion this language of the replacement of Israel by the Church." (Romans II:448)

VII.
Eternal State

A.
Hell

The amazing thing is that God lets us choose which god we will love and serve. It may be the god we see when we look in the mirror. Hell is the only place where we can be god without Him as rival. Or it may be any of the myriad of gods that seek to stand against Him who graces the world. So in the end, people get to be with the god they love. As C.S. Lewis put it, people will either say to God, "Thy will be done." Or God will say to them, "Thy will be done." 
1.
Nature

a.
Descriptions

(1)
Fire (Matt. 13:42, 50; 18:8,9; Rev. 19:20; 20:14-15)

(2)
Darkness (Matt. 25:30; Jude 13)

(3)
Punishment (Rev. 14:10-11)

(4)
Exclusion from God's Presence (2 Thess. 1:9; Luke 16:19ff; Matt. 7:23; 25:41 - depart from Me)

(5)
Restlessness (Rev. 14:11 vs. believer's eternal rest)

(6)
Second Death (Rev. 2:11; 20:6, 14; 21:8)

(7)
Weeping & Gnashing of Teeth

b.
Real

c.
Terrible

d.
Eternal - No Possibility of Amnesty or Reprieve

e.
Relation to Satan

(1)
Where He Reigns?
(2)
Dominion of Demons?
(3)
Place of Punishment for Satan & His Angels

2.
Duration

a.
Annihilation after a Period of Punishment for Sin (Ed. Fudge, John Stott, Greg Boyd & Openness Proponents, SDA)

(1)
Destroy, Destruction (avpo,llumi, avpw,leia) Imply Extinction of Being

(2)
Fire in Bible Does Not Cause Pain, but Secures Destruction

(3)
Everlasting Punishment (e.g., Matt. 25:46) Means Everlasting Exclusion from God's Presence Not Everlasting Conscious Punishment.

(4)
God's Just Punishment Is According to What They Have Done (Rev. 20:12). Temporal Sin Proportionate with Temporal Punishment.

(5)
Don't over Interpret Descriptions and Images

(6)
Universal Reconciliation Means All Rebellion Will Be Ended (Col. 1:20)

(7)
If People Were Still in Hell, There Would Be Tears in Heaven (Rev. 21:4)

b.
Everlasting Conscious Punishment

(1)
Everlasting Punishment Parallel to Everlasting Life

(a)
Dan. 12:2

(b)
Matt. 25:46

(c)
Rev. 14:11

(d)
Rev. 20:10

(e)
Rev. 20:15
(2)
Everlasting Nature of Hell

(a)
Matt. 18:8‑9 (eternal fire)

(b)
Matt. 25:46 (everlasting punishment)

(c)
Mark 9:48 (unquenchable fire)

(d)
2 Thess. 1:9 (eternal destruction)

(e)
Heb. 6:2 (eternal judgment)

(f)
Jude 7 (punishment of eternal fire)

(3) 
Destruction Never Means Cessation of Existence, Annihilation But Loss in Relation to Purpose, Ruined, Lost.

(a)
 avpo,llumi, avpw,leia
i)
Luke 15 

ii)
Matt. 9:17 

iii)
Luke 9:24
iv)
Matt. 2:13

(b)
o;leqroj
v)
1 Thess. 5:3

vi)
Rev. 11:18

vii)
1Tim. 6:5

viii)
2 Thess 1:9

3.
Degrees of Punishment

a.
Direct Statements

(1)
Matt. 11:20-24
(2)
Luke 12:47-48
(3)
Law Has Degrees of Punishment
b.
Implied by Degrees of Sin

(1)
Num 15:22-30; Lev. 4:1-35; 5:15-19

(2)
Matt. 18:6

(3)
Matt. 23:15, 23

(4)
John 19:11
(5)
1 Tim. 5:8

(6)
James 3:1

(7)
1 John 5:16-18
(8)
All sin is sin, but some sins are worser than others.

G.
Heaven 

Heaven is all about getting to be with Jesus, doing what He likes to do. It is totally light, full of brightness and color, completely real. We want to be there because He is there. We get to dwell in the personal presence of Someone who is infinitely greater than we will ever be and be with Him. To anyone but a lover of Jesus, this existence would be hell itself! For those who love Him, there could be no greater pleasure.
At their very best, the delights of this earth are no more than appetizers of heaven.

"Nearly every Christian I have spoken with has some idea that eternity is an unending church service…we have settled on an image of the never-ending sing-along in the sky, one great hymn after another, forever and ever, amen….And our heart sinks." John Eldredge, The Journey of Desire 

Where our minds rarely go is to the eternal state, where we’ll spend eternity…where we’ll live forever after the culminating event of human history that’s linked to Christ’s return—our resurrection. We’ll reign over a resurrected universe, centered on a resurrected earth, with its capital city the resurrected Jerusalem. We will eat, drink, work, play, worship, discover, invent, travel. Civilization will be resurrected, including human cultures with distinctive ethnic traits. There will be both resurrected nature and human culture. Together these elements combine to distinguish the eternal state, where God will come down and live with his people. Randy Alcorn, Heaven 

1.
New heaven & new earth

a.
Contrast to first heaven & earth created and cursed Gen. 1:1
b.
Prophesied & hoped for

(1)
Isa 65:17; 66:22
(2)
Rom. 8:21-25
(3)
2 Pet. 3:13
c.
New heaven

(1)
Place where stars & birds move, not the place where God dwells

(2)
Heaven, the place where God dwells, isn't renewed

d.
New earth

(1)
Place where glorified believers dwell

(2)
New Jerusalem comes "out of heaven" Rev 21:2, 10
(3)
YHWH dwells with us Rev. 21:3; Ezek. 37:27
2.
Key affirmations

a.
Eternal life in the presence of God

b.
Unspeakable joy in God's presence Rev. 22:3-4
c.
Rest Heb. 4:9-11; Rev. 14:13
d.
Fulfillment of what we've always longed for

e.
End of the curse

f.
Humans will live as whole persons, not spirit beings
3.
Poles in understanding the eternal state

a. Service vs. singing

b. Worship God vs. Christian community

c. State of spiritual existence with God in heaven vs. physical-soulish, edenic people on the new earth
Soli Deo Gloria   SDG

