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Grant me, most gracious God, that I will desire and wisely seek and truly know and in all things fulfill that which is pleasing to thee, to the praise of thy name.
Thomas Aquinas, opening Summa Theologica

Quoted by Karl Barth, opening Church Dogmatics

AGREE/DISAGREE

1. As long as I love Jesus, it doesn't really matter what I believe.

2. The level of doctrinal agreement required for cooperation among Christians varies depending on the kind of ministry.

3. A good way to defend ourselves against false teaching is to learn more about the common false religions.

4. Too much talk about sin and hell can turn non-Christians away from the gospel and church. In a society that struggles with self-image, we should emphasize love and acceptance instead.

5. We should not let disagreement over minor points of doctrine affect our unity

6. 
The Bible says it, I believe it, that settles it.

7. 
I don't see how anyone can look at a newborn baby and not believe in God.

I.
Introduction

A.
Attitude in Theology

1.
Psa. 139:17
a.
Study personally

b.
Study with YHWH present

c.
Window in B.C. Provincial Capital

(1)
Theology without piety is sterile abstraction.

(2)
Piety without theology is empty emotionalism.  

(3)
Joined they are worship and truth John 4:24
d.
So for my own part, I tend to find the doctrinal books often more helpful in devotion than the devotional books, and I rather suspect that the same experience may await others.  I believe that many who find that "nothing happens" when they sit down or kneel down, to a book of devotion, would find that the heart sings unbidden while they are working their way through a tough bit of theology with a pipe in their teeth and pencil in their hand. C. S. Lewis, Preface to Athanasius' On the Incarnation of the Word of God
e.
“Nothing is so deadening to the divine as an habitual dealing with the outsides of holy things."  George MacDonald, Thomas Wingfold, Curate, Chapter 74

f.
Note the danger of the precise, orderly theology of the Pharisees.

g.
Note the danger of the emotionally warm theology of the Saducees.

B.
Languages of Discourse

1.
Language 1: Personal Intimacy and Relationship

2.
Language 2: Description and Information

3.
Language 3: Motivation and Persuasion

4.
Why talk about God?  Simply because He impacts us so much that we can't live wisely unless we talk about Him!
C.
Values of Theology

1.
Biblical Study
a.
Theology sets a framework for interpreting specific passages

b.
Jonah 3:8-10
c.
Heb. 6:4-6
d.
No Creed But the Bible
2.
Worship & Meditation

a.
"I just love Jesus"

b.
But which Jesus?
3.
Witness & Ministry

a.
Tit. 1:9
(1)
Exhort in sound doctrine

(a)
Build to Maturity

(b)
Build to Unity Eph. 4:1-16
(2)
Refute those who contradict

(a)
Set an Agenda for Prophetically Challenging the Evil of Our World

(b)
Many Claim to Speak for God

(c)
Many Calls for Our Allegiance, Time, Money

(d)
How Will We Know Who Is True?

(i)
Personal Charisma?

(ii)
Persuasiveness?

(iii)
Supernatural Power?

(iv)
Consistency with the Revealed Truth Deut. 13:1-5; Gal. 1:8-9; 1 John 4:2-3
b.
Prayer:
Our prayers are deeply shaped by our inner picture of the LORD. Does the God you see and feel as you pray 

(1)
receive lament as in Psalm 13 or do you have to "get reverent" to approach Him?

(2)
resonate with anger at evil as in Psalm 55 or do you have to "get mild" to approach Him?

(3)
hear you and care for you when you pray as in Exodus 3:7-10?

c.
Trials: Our view of the character and sovereignty of the LORD will deeply impact our response to trials and suffering. Psalm 94:12-13; 119:67, 77; Hebrews 12:5-11; James 1:2-4
Packer, Keep in Step with the Spirit, 246 notes "As Thomas Hobbes observed long ago, words are the counters of wise men ('they do reckon by them'), but they are the coinage of fools, in the sense that unless certain words are used -- the right buttons are pressed, as we say -- fools cannot recognize that the thing to which they apply the words has been spoken of at all, however many equivalent words may have been employed in place of their beloved shibboleths.  We should take to heart Hobbes' warning and remember that two people can use different words and mean the same thing, just as they can use the same word and mean different things.

II.
Nature of Theology

A.
Definitions

1.
Theology

a.
Means "the study of God"

b.
Think God's thoughts after Him

c.
Think God's thoughts after Him so we live out the life of God.

d.
Depends on revelation.
2.
Christian

Means God has uniquely and redemptively re​vealed himself in Christ.
3.
Systematic

Means the orderly setting forth of the biblical doctrines with attention to their interrela​tions.

4.
Dogmatic
Means proclaiming doctrines in a form mean​ingful to our age.  Rests on the conviction that God's truth is relevant to all peoples, in all ages, and in all places.

5.
Religion vs. Theology

a.
Religion is the human system of belief, worship practices, culture based on human needs and understanding of the world.

b.
Theology is the human system of belief, worship practices, culture based on what God reveals about Himself and His world.

B.
Subject Matter of Theology

1.
Scripture

a.
The ultimate source

b.
Creation gives concreteness and confirmation to Bible when it speaks about God

c.
The final [not only or one] authority in all mat​ters of faith and life
2.
All Truth

a.
All truth is God's truth

b.
True statements correspond to the world because God made it and sustains it.

c.
All truth is self-consistent.

C.
Presuppositions of Theology

1.
The Triune God of the Bible Exists

2.
God Has Revealed Himself

a.
Objectively

(1)
General revelation

(2)
Special revelation

b.
Subjectively

(1)
The divinely created capaci​ties to know, serve, and hon​or God

(2)
The enlightenment of the Spirit

3.
Humans Have Been Created to Know God

D.
Order of the Biblical-Theological Disci​plines

1.
Exegetical Theology

Meaning of the biblical text, including words, grammar, syntax, and context.

2.
Biblical Theology

Describes the theology of each book, writ​er, etc. in its own terms, categories, and thought forms, beginning with the questions and issues the writer deals with, not the questions we bring.

3.
Biblical Doctrine

Summarizes the Bible's teaching on a given sub​ject.

4.
Historical Theology

The historical study of theology in the past.

5.
Systematic Theology

Its task is "to organize doctrines, 

explore their rela​tions, 

expose their problems,  

defend their teachings, 

relate their content to other fields of knowledge

and apply their conclusions to each age in a philosophical and cultural vernacular native to it."  (David Wells, Search for Salvation, p. 40).

6.
Pastoral Theology

a.
Applying theological truth to personal life wisely

b.
Bringing theology to life.
E.
Relation to Other Fields of Study

1.
Apologetics

2.
Science

3.
Philosophy & Logic

4.
Psychology

5.
Sociology

6.
Business Management

7.
Ethics

8.
Culture

F.
Limitations in Theology

G.
Theology as a Church Discipline

H.
Authority in Theology

I.
Starting Point in Theology

1.
Revelation

2.
Theology Proper

3.
Eschatology

III.
Theological Method

A.
Deduction

1.
Moving from general principles to specific applications

2.
What does the Church teach? What does the Pastor say? Go to a person who has earned trust and follow him/her (Heb. 13:17)
B.
Pure Induction

1.
Moving from specific instances to general principles

2.
Observation, Collection of Data

3.
Integration, Hypothesis Formulation

4.
Prediction

5.
Observation to Verify Prediction

6.
Revise Hypothesis

C.
Actual Induction (Erickson, Christian Theology)

1.
Presumes Basic Familiarity with Bible

2.
Define the Question Carefully

3.
Lay Aside All Preconceptions

4.
Search the Scripture Carefully

5.
Formulate a Scriptural Answer Keeping Track of the Data My Answer Doesn't Account for.

6.
Investigate Various Proposed An​swers

7.
Evaluate Them in light of my Scriptural View

8.
Refine and Develop the My Answer (#5) in Light of the Contributions of #6-7

9.
Apply It to Life and Ministry

D.
Abduction [Retroduction] (Lewis & Demarest, Integrative Theology)

1.
Presumes Basic Familiarity with Bible

2.
Define the Question Carefully

3.
Investigate Various Proposed An​swers (first hand and looking to understand)
4.
Search the Scripture Carefully

5.
Find Which Answer Best Explains the Most Data With the Fewest Difficulties

6.
Refine and Develop the Answer

7.
Apply It to Life and Ministry

E.
Limitations of any Method

1.
Our World View Colors Our Obser​vation

2.
We Do Not Understand the Data Fully

3.
There Is Far Too Much Data

4.
Inertia of What We Were Taught Originally

To overthrow a theory amounts to revo​lution!

F.
Attitudes

1.
Affirm Evangelical Unity

2.
Be Open to Evaluate, Revise, Abandon or Contend for My View

3.
Respect Persons Even Where Major Differences Exist

4.
Contend without Contentiousness for What's Essential Jude 4
G.
Approach

1.
Look First for What's Common and Agreed on

2.
Watch for Agreements and Disagreements Veiled by Vocabulary

3.
What Does the Bible Say Vs. What Is Logical or What Is Traditionally Believed

H.
Levels of "Essentiality" ("Learning to Distinguish Between Degrees of Certainty," Lessons in Leadership (Kregel, 1999), 48-53

1.
Die For

a.
Evangelical Essentials

b.
What's Clearly Taught as Foundations of the Faith
2.
Divide For

a.
Issues So Central to Life & Worship That We Cannot Be in the Same Church

b.
Affirm Unity as Evangelicals

c.
Saul & Barnabas Acts 15:37-41
3.
Debate For

a.
Issues Where We Disagree and Growl at Each Other but Work Positively and Laugh Together in the Same Fellowship

b.
Disagree Productively

c.
Seek a True Unity in Christ & His Work Phil 1:27
4.
Decide For

a.
Adiaphora
b.
Encourage Freedom of Choice in as Many Areas as Possible Rom. 14

c.
An autonomous spirit is a sinful spirit
IV.
World Views

A.
Defining World View 

1.
Authority Levels Affecting World Views

a.
Peripheral

b.
External Authority

c.
Internal Experience

d.
Core Assumptions
2.
Definition

a.
Basic Assumptions, Values, Allegiances by Which We Interpret the World Around us

3.
World View Questions

a.
What Is Ultimately Real?

b.
What Is the Nature of the World?

c.
What Is the Nature of Humanity?

d.
What Is the Human Predicament?

e.
What Is the Solution?

f.
What Is Ultimately Good?

g.
How Can We Know?

4.
Analyzing a World View

a.
How Do You Know Ultimate Reality?

b.
What's its Priesthood?

c.
How Does it Balance Material and Spiritual Substances?

d.
How Does it Explain Evil?

5.
Evaluating a World View, Stott, Decisive Issues Facing Christians Today
a.
Creation: The Good

b.
Fall: The Bad

c.
Redemption: The Renewing

d.
Consummation: The Goal

B.
Basic Types of World Views (Darrow Miller, Discipling the Nations)

1.
Materialistic, Naturalistic, Secularism

2.
Idealistic, Spiritualistic, Animism, Organic, Wiccan
3.
Theistic

a.
Deistic

b.
Involved

4.
Christian

C.
Non-Theistic World Views

1.
Enlightenment Rationalism, Modern Worldview

a.
Universal, Objective Rationality

b.
Universal, Rationally Based Morality

c.
Innate Goodness of Humanity

d.
Inevitability of Progress

e.
Absence of God

2.
Atheism (Richard Dawkins, The God Delusion, Sam Harris Letter to a Christian Nation Christopher Hitchens, God Is Not Great)
3.
Secularism

a. Definition

(1)
Disengagement of society (education, politics, social standing, business) from instruction by, responsibility to, or the public presence of religion.
(2)
The determination to live without God in and for this world (Eph. 2:12)

b.
Types

(1)
Supersessionist (Jean-Jacques Rousseau, Thomas Hobbes)

(a)
Committed to removing all organized religions except a state approved civil religion

(b)
Religion is to reason as darkness to dawn, superstition to science

(c)
Present in university, prime time TV

(d)
Can't explain persistence of religious commitments

(2)
Liberal (John Locke, John Rawls)

(a)
Committed to tolerance so anyone may pursue any "religion"

(b)
Religion is a personal, private matter in which the state is totally neutral

(c)
Present in US Constitution

(d)
Can't define the good end to which the diverse means move or provide the cohesion of the diverse societies

b.
Impact on Christian Gospel (Lesslie Newbigin)
(1)
Scaled down gospel

(a)
Something that is helpful - you know, 'It helps me in my personal life'

(b)
Something which degenerates into mere moralism - 'This is what you ought to do' - so that preaching becomes either telling people what they ought to do, or lambasting people because of what they do 

(c)
Something which just offers people some kind of personal 'spiritual' consolation, but does not challenge people's understanding of what is the real world they have to deal with

(2)
Scaled down worldview
(a)
The scientific method - which has been so enormously fruitful for human life - is the only reliable way of understanding the total human situation
(b)
The spiritual realm is a superstition that only primitive people believe
4.
New Age Spiritualism (Herrick, The Making of the New Spirituality)

a.
All is One (Spiritual Monism)

b.
All is God (Pantheism)

c.
I am God (Creating My Own Reality & Morality)

d.
Salvation by Manipulating Spiritual Energy

e.
Magic as Means of Manipulation
Magic: Manipulation of objects, substances, spirit entities & minds including humans and demons by word (ritual, incantations, curses, spells, etc.) and objects (charms, amulets, crystals, herbs, potions, wands, candles, etc.).

5.
Metaphysical Religions: Occult, Hermetic, Gnostic, Kabbalism, Free Masonry, Christian Science, New Thought, Theosophy (Catherine L. Ablanese, A Republic of Mind and Spirit, Yale, 2006)
a.
Preoccupied with the mind and its powers, seen in trances, apparitions, altered states of consciousness, telepathy, etc

b.
Believes in different worlds in mysterious dynamic relation of movement and energy

c.
Yearns for salvation understood as solace, comfort, therapy, and healing through mystical and magical means 

http://www.oprah.com/media/20090227-sas-spirituality 
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Postmodernism (Gene Veith, Postmodern Times)

The first aspect is that postmoderns are experiential. Information, for the postmodern, is important only in how it is felt or experienced. The second aspect is participation. Postmoderns act in an interdependent, interactive way, preferring participation over simple observation. The third aspect is that postmoderns are image-driven. Images generate emotions, and for postmoderns, emotions are the key. The fourth aspect is connection/community. Postmoderns have combined the words connection and community into connexity because they are both so important to them after the futile pursuit of individuality. 

-Leonard Sweet



a
Basic Characteristics

(1)
Reaction against Enlightenment's confidence in reason, science and progress as solution to the human predicament

(2)
There is Truth, but it's culturally conditioned
(3)
Skeptical about objectivity, analysis and control, preferring mystery and wonder. 

(4)
Values imagination over reason, intuition over rationality, practicality over ideology, diversity over uniformity

b
There is no metanarrative, no grand story which gives a total explanation of reality or an overarching world view. They are constructed to give privilege to the powerful and lead to oppression.

c
Meaning (truth) 

(1)
arises from in the reader's dialogue with a text/narrative

(2)
is community based vs. individual or universal

d
Deconstruction of narratives to see the power plot.

e
Knowing comes through feelings and intuition even more than cognition

f
Thinking is networked. contextual, wholistic, not linear

g
Resulting Attitudes

(1)
All belief systems are equally plausible
(2)
Reject objective knowledge and claims to certainty

(3)
Knowledge without certainty and truth without objectivity
(4)
Gnawing pessimism
And I forget just why I taste

Oh yeah, I guess it makes me smile

I found it hard -- it was hard to find

Oh well. Whatever . . . . Never mind
- Kurt Cobain
7 
Post Conservative Evangelicalism (Roger Olsen, Reformed and Always Reforming: The Postconservative Approach to Evangelical Theology Stan Grenz, Clark Pinnock) 

a.
Postconservatives value transformation over and above information.

b.
Postconservatives tend to view the task of theology as a pilgrimage or a journey upon which to embark and not a discovery to be made.

c.
Postconservatives see in “conservative” evangelical theology a capitulation to the Enlightenment/modern notions of thought, especially the epistemological framework known as “foundationalism”.

d.
Postconservatives tend to see evangelicalism as a “centered set” rather than a “bounded set.” The question is not who is ‘in’ and who is ‘out’ but who is near the center and who is moving away from the center, Jesus Christ and the gospel, along with the four or five common core commitments of evangelicalism.

e. 
Postconservatives tend to see the enduring essence of Christianity and therefore the core identity of evangelical faith, as spiritual experience rather than doctrinal belief.

f. 
Postconservatives tend to be much more willing than “conservatives” to reevaluate and modify the tradition of belief and to reconsidering traditional theological formulations.

8 
Moralistic Therapeutic Deism (Christian Smith with Melinda Lundquist Denton, Soul Searching) 

a.
A god exists who created and ordered the world and watches over human life on earth.

b.
God wants people to be good, nice, and fair to each other, as taught in the Bible and by most world religions.

c.
The central goal of life is to be happy and to feel good about yourself. 

d.
God does not need to be particularly involved in one's life except when God is needed to resolve a problem.

e.
Good people go to heaven when they die.

When people look at themselves, do they see sinner in need of forgiveness or do they see pretty decent person who needs some help? Do they see themselves as victim, victimizer, or victorious? 
"Individual autonomy, unbounded tolerance, freedom from authorities, the affirmation of pluralism, the centrality of human self-consciousness, the practical value of moral religion, epistemological skepticism, and an instinctive aversion to anything 'dogmatic' or committed to particulars were routinely taken for granted by respondents." Christian Smith & Patricia Snell speaking of young adults in Souls in Transition
D
Theistic World Views

1 
Process Theology

2 
Islam (Timothy Tennent, Christianity at the Round Table)

a. God is monotheistic but a unit, not a unity; infinite, but not relational. He is absolutely transcendent, never being with humans or having relationship with them. He is purely just. God's love is something he does, not something he is. He is emperor (Caliph), never father. He reveals his will, not his love.

b. Sin is failure to obey. Start obeying and there's no sin.

c. Salvation is totally in terms of discipline and obedience, nothing in terms of relationship with God. 

d. Jesus is a prophet telling us how to live, neither divine incarnation nor a redeemer saving us.

e. Mohammed is the final prophet. His revelation supersedes all prior revelations. More fundamental Muslims believe his later revelation, the Medina section of the Quran, supersedes the earlier Mecca section. 
f. The world is made up of Dar as-Salaam ("House of Peace"), and Dar al-Harb ("House of War"). All people are to live in submission to Allah as prescribed by Islamic law (Shari’a). "Islam" means submission and their definition of "peace" is submission to Islamic rule. Where Christians seeks personal conversion through the work of missionaries, Islam seeks to bring submission usually through political and military conquest. 

g. Adherents of Judaism and Christianity are "people of the book" and may be permitted to live in Islamic states. However, they must live in submission to Islamic law and must not practice their religions openly. No other religions are allowed.
h. Five Pillars of Islam

1. Confession that there is no god except the one god, Allah, and Muhammad is his prophet

2. Prayer five times each day

3. Giving to the poor

4. The yearly fast of Ramadan

5. If possible, a pilgrimage to Mecca, the Arabian city were Muhammad first established Islam in A.D. 622.

3 
Mormonism

4 
Liberation 

5 
Evangelical

V
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Systems in Theology

A
Roman Catholic

B
Eastern Orthodox (Daniel Clendenin, Eastern Orthodox Christianity)

C
Liberal

1 
Classic

a
Fatherhood of God

b
Brotherhood of Man

c
Infinite Value of the Human Soul

d
Ethic of Love
2 
Contemporary
If God can no longer be conceived of in supernatural terms, and if Jesus can no longer be understood as the incarnation of that deity, is there still something about the Christian claims that compels our attention and worship? If the church was created to be the community through which these ancient understandings were lived out, does it still have a role to play as the Body of Christ in our non‑theistic future? The Church must rethink basic assertions, including Christian claims to revelation, creedal accuracy, and authority. If this reformation does not come, or if it is too weak or modest, then there is no realistic future for the Christian enterprise. 

JOHN SHELBY SPONG, Episcopal Bishop of Newark, New Jersey:

3 
The Eight Points of The Center for Progressive Christianity.

a. Focus: The teachings and life of Jesus provide them with a path to God. 

b. Pluralism: They recognize that others follow their own paths to God which are equally true for them. 

c. Communion: They view the sharing of bread and wine in Jesus' name to represent "an ancient vision of God's feast for all peoples." 

d. Inclusivity: All are welcome to become involved; persons of all genders, sexual orientations, traditions, races, etc. 

e. Reciprocity: How people treat one another is the "fullest expression" of their beliefs. 

f. Search: They find more grace in searching for truth than in accepting certainty. 

g. Community: They form communities to support each other in their quest for peace, justice, a restored environment, and to provide hope. 

h. Cost: Following Jesus involves a personal investment in "selfless love, conscientious resistance to evil, and renunciation of privilege."

4.
The Liberal Message (Adapted from Philip Turner, “The Episcopalian Presence,” First Things, November, 2003)
a.
The role of religious leaders is to use their “prophetic” power to 

(1)
pry people loose from their commitment to antiquated religious tenets.

(2)
destroy any force that hinders expression of diversity in religious belief or practice.

(3)
promote expression of persons as unique selves with an individual history and purpose with full right to express personal preferences and practices.

b.
Sermon

(1)
God is love

(2)
God’s love is inclusive

(3)
God acts in justice to see that everyone is included

(4)
We therefore ought to be co-actors and co-creators with God to make the world over in accordance with inclusivity

5.
"In the final days, the distinctions will fade away, and we will all be united in God's embrace. This happy assumption has meant that millions feel free to try on different denominations at different points in their lives, and many Americans have had trouble taking religious doctrines altogether seriously." As a result, we tend to think that all people of good will are "basically on the same side," we practice religion that is easygoing and experiential rather than rigorous and intellectual, and we "have trouble sustaining culture wars." From an editorial in the New York Times, Feb. 2, 2004

5.
“If within us we have nothing above us we soon succumb to what is around us.” P.T. Forsythe

6.
“Liberal theology as such knows nothing about a God who uses written language to tell us things, or about the reality of sin in the human system, which makes redemption necessary and new birth urgent. Liberal theology posits, rather, a natural religiosity in man (reverence, that is, for a higher power) and a natural capacity for goodwill towards others, and sees Christianity as a force for cherishing and developing these qualities. They are fanned into flame and kept burning in the church, which in each generation must articulate itself by concessive dialogue with the culture pressures, processes and prejudices that surround it. In other words, the church must ever play catch-up to the culture, taking on board whatever is the "in thing" at the moment; otherwise, so it is thought, Christianity will lose all relevance to life. The church will inevitably leave the Bible behind at point after point, but since on this view the Bible is the word of fallible men rather than of the infallible God, leaving it behind is no great loss.” J. I. Packer

D
Lutheran (Gritsch & Jensen, Lutheranism)

1 
Motivating Factors

a
Sola Gratia
(1)
Justification and salvation are by God's grace alone

(2)
Key discovery: God's righteousness is not a judging righteousness, but a righteousness given by grace
(3)
This is the material principle of Lutheran theology: Not that all doctrine is drawn from this point, but that all "theological thinking must begin at this article, center in it, and culminate in it.  Just as the various facets of the diamond catch, refract, reflect the light, so the phrase 'justification by faith alone' gives brilliance to every phase of Christian revelation, and in turn each facet of Christian truth sheds new brilliance on the so-called central doctrine"  (Mayer, 146).

b
Sola Fide
(1)
Faith alone is the means of appropriating God's gracious salvation.

(2)
Faith is not just assent, but commitment, trust.

(3)
Faith is receptivity: Not if-then but because-therefore
(4)
This faith is worked by God through word and sacrament.  It never depends on rational arguments. 

c
Sola Scriptura
(1)
Scripture is the sole source, rule and norm of faith.

(2)
Mayer notes that there is no formal statement of the doctrine of Scripture because 1) its authority never questioned by Catholic or Lutheran.  All the confessions assume it.  2) Confessions are the result of symbolics (study of specific questions resulting in a confessional statement) rather than dogmatics (detailed, more abstract study of doctrine).  3)  Christological emphasis must be maintained.  A statement of Scripture itself would tend to become abstract. "Without knowledge of the Gospel, the Bible remains a meaningless and useless book." (Mayer, 146).  

(3)
One does not accept the Bible as an a priori truth, but because he has learned to know Christ as Savior, experienced the power of His Word.

d
Solus Christus
(1)
Christ's redemptive act is the central message of Scripture. 

(2)
Communion with Christ is the central fact of the Christian life.

(3)
Purpose of the whole Bible is to witness to Christ. Thus the Christological canon within the canon.

2 
Elements Typical of Lutheran Theology

a
Theology Proper:

(1)
Election:  

(a)
The eternal act of God to all who are saved by which He purposed to endow them with the blessings of salvation.
(b)
One sided predestination.  Point is to preserve purely grace/promise character of salvation.  Avoid abstracting God of election from Christ who saves.  Don't try to resolve God as the efficacious will behind all events including good and evil.  Keep gospel as pure and universal love.
(2)
Providence:  

(a)
God sustains His creation.  He directs and guides all creatures to fulfill the purpose of their existence.  That purpose centers on the church.

(b)
One must never speculate re: relation of God and sin or election and freedom.  Stick to the Word revealed.

b
Anthropology:

(1)
Nature of man:  Dualist‑dichotomist.

(2)
Origin of the Soul:  Traducian - Procreation as unitary beings

(3)
Image of God

(a)
Original righteousness

(b)
Lost at Fall

(c)
Regained Progressively in Redemption
c
Hamartiology:

(1)
Transmission of Sin: hereditary

(a)
Never focus on the sin itself.  

(b)
Always move on to salvation.

(2)
State in Sin: Total depravity and without free will in spiritual matters.

(3)
Definition of Sin: Active rebellion and the consistent sinful inclination against God.
d
Atonement: THE central point of the Scripture

(1)
Nature:  Christ, by His perfect obedience, satisfied divine justice in man's stead, turning God's wrath to acceptance.
(2)
Universal Atonement:  

(a)
This atonement was made objectively for all sinners.

(b)
Atoned for all the sins of all the world.
e
Soteriology:

(1)
Conversion:  God by means of His word of grace bestows faith upon a sinner who has learned from the law to lament his sin.

(a)
Note the Law-Gospel theme.  Law first to acknowledge sin, then gospel to bring to grace.  This is a critical theme. "God's two most significant works are first to frighten and slay man and then to justify and vivify the frightened person" (Mayer, 145).  
(2)
Grace:  Grace is universal and the efficient cause of conversion, but it is also resistible.  Both irresistible‑limited grace and synergism-cooperation are strongly denied.
(3)
Faith: God's work/gift imputed to the believer.  But grace is resistible.
(4)
Progressive Sanctification: Growth from the sinful world toward glorification.  

(a)
Simul iustus et peccator
(b)
Faith always leads to good works but as the fruit, not ground of justification.

(c)
Result of imputed justification in spite of our sinfulness.  Just as God declared unclean to be clean before Peter, He does for us.  Note parallel to law-grace.

(d)
Avoid both legalism and antinomianism.
(5)
Perseverance:  The one who endures does so solely by God's grace.  Apostasy is wholly the fault of the person.
f
Ecclesiology:

(1)
Church = spiritual Israel

(2)
Polity:  prefer local autonomy under the Word.

(3)
Means of Grace:

(a)
Word AND sacrament.  Objective channels which Christ has instituted in the Church and to which he ordinarily binds Himself in the communication of His grace.

(b)
Earnest offering of forgiveness of sins.

(c)
Working, strengthening and preserving of living faith.

(d)
Always efficacious unless blocked by man.

(e)
In baptism and Lord's supper, one enters through faith into communion with Christ.

(f)
Validity never depends on faith -- that would be limiting grace and make it a human work -- but on will and Word of God.

(4)
Pedo‑baptism and real presence.

(a)
Christ in, with, and under bread and wine (Sometimes called consubstantiation).

(b)
"The event of the gospels -- speaking is the event of the risen Jesus' personal presence to those who hear"  (Gritsch, 86).  This is not disembodied Jesus, but embodied in bread and wine.

(c)
Real presence: "In his argument with Zwingli, Luther said Christ was in the bread at Holy Communion because Christ was present in Luther's cabbage soup!  What make the sacraments unique is the promise of God connected to the physical elements and the human action -- washing, eating, drinking."  (Erlander, 6).
g
Eschatology:

(1)
Amillennial
E.
Reformed (Covenant) (David Wells, Reformed Theology in America)

1 
The Key Concept: The Covenant

a
Definition

(1)
Suntheke (sunqh,kh) Agreement, Contract, Treaty

(2)
Diatheke (diaqh,kh) Covenant, Will, Testament

(3)
Divine Covenant: A sovereign disposition from God to humanity with certain pro​mises and conditions for receiving the blessings of the covenant.

b
Covenant of Works

(1)
Time: Eden (prefall)
(2)
Parties:

(a)
God as creator and lord

(b)
Adam as created being and head (representative) of humanity

(3)
Design: Enable man to improve his condition by obedience for the glory of God
(4)
Promise: Eternal life
(5)
Condition: Perfect obedience for the time of probation (or testing)
(6)
Penalty: Death to all he represents
(7)
Sacrament (visible sign of an invisible spiritual reality): Tree of Life
c
Covenant of Grace

(1)
Time: Post Fall (Initially Gen. 3; Formalized Gen. 12)
(2)
Parties:

(a)
God as gracious and forgiving father, merciful redeemer

(b)
Elect sinners in Christ

(3)
Design: To redeem elect sinners by grace for the glory of God
(4)
Promise: Eternal life
(5)
Condition:

(a)
Christ: Perfect obedience

(b)
Elect: Faith for conscious enjoyment of the covenant

(6)
Penalty: None
(7)
Sacrament:

(a)
Circumcision/baptism

(b)
Passover/Eucharist
2 
The Five Points of Calvinism

a
Total Depravity

b
Unconditional Election

c
Limited Atonement

d
Irresistible Calling

e
Perseverance of the Saints
3 
Elements typical of Reformed Theology

a
Theology Proper:

(1)
Decree:  God has foreordained all that comes to pass.
(2)
Election:  Individuals are chosen by God solely on the basis of His gracious purpose.  No human merit or action is involved in His choice.
(3)
Providence:  God efficaciously and continually preserves His creation and directs all things to their appointed end.
b
Anthropology:

(1)
Nature of Man

(a)
Dualist

(b)
Dichotomous
(2)
Origin of the Soul (immaterial): Creationist
c
Hamartiology:

(1)
Nature of Sin: Any falling short of God's perfect law in deed, thought or character
(2)
Transmission of Sin: Imputed because of Covenant of Works
(3)
State in Sin:

(a)
Pervasive (total) depravity

(b)
Spiritual (total) inability
d
Atonement:

(1)
Christ fulfilled the covenant of works and is the head of the covenant of grace.
(2)
Particular Atonement: Christ actually secured the salvation for His elect.
e
Soteriology

(1)
Efficacious Calling: The Spirit's calling of the elect to salvation is irre​sistible.
(2)
Regeneration/Conversion: Regeneration comes first logically.
(3)
Progressive Sanctification: Continual growth toward the image of Christ.
(4)
Perseverance: The elect will persevere to glorifica​tion
f
Ecclesiology:

(1)
Church is spiritual Israel, replacing national Israel

(2)
Presbyterian form of government

(3)
Infant (pedo) baptism
g
Eschatology:  Amillennial

F
Wesleyan (Grider, A Wesleyan Holiness Theology)

1 
Motivating Factors

a
Calvinistic: The sovereign activity of God to glorify Himself by sending Jesus Christ to redeem His elect.

b
Arminian: "God, in Christ, extends His love to all men and that each man must accept personal responsibility for his attitude toward that love."  Mildred Wynkoop, Founda​tions of Wesleyan‑Arminian Theology (Kansas City: Beacon House, 1967), p. 65.

c
Wesleyan: 

(1)
The Reformer's justification by grace through faith alone apart from works extends to sanctification by grace through faith alone apart from works.

(2)
The Arminian free will emphasis is changed to a free grace emphasis resulting in a freed will.
7
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The five primary themes which permeated Wesley's theol​ogy (D. Kinlaw, "The Unclaimed Heritage," CT, Nov. 9, 1984)

a
Man, if he is to be saved, can be saved by grace alone.

b
That grace is equally available for all.

c
If he is not saved, he alone is accountable.

d
The purpose of God is not just to prepare the saved for heaven, it is also to bring them to a perfection of love now that will enable them to live a life dominated by love for God and their neighbors.

e
Just as the doctrine of universal atonement makes the salvation of every soul a moral concern, the emphasis upon love makes the well‑being of others a personal priority.
3 
Wesleyan Quadrilateral

a
Bible

b
Reason

c
Tradition

d
Experience
G
Elements Typical of Wesleyan Theology

1.
Theology Proper

e
Predestination: God's general and gracious plan of saving persons, by adopting them as children through Christ. (Wiley)

f
Election:  God, on the basis of foreknown faith, chose in Christ individuals to be heirs of eternal life.
g
Providence:  God conserves, cares for and governs His world.  He exerts influence upon hu​mans, but also honors human freedom and responsibility.
h
Anthropology

(1)
Human Nature: Dualist -- both dichotomist and trichotomist
(2)
Origin of the Soul: Traducian: Procreation as unitary being.
i
Hamartiology

(1)
Definition of Sin: Willful transgression of the known law of God.
(2)
Transmission of Sin: Transmitted from the parents: Like producing like.
(3)
State in Sin:

(a)
Original Sin: Death as the universal penalty of sin.
(b)
Inherited Depravity: The whole person is morally corrupted, totally unable to do good.
(c)
Prevenient Grace: As a free gift of God based on Christ's atonement, the Holy Spirit gives to all a gracious ability to hear and heed the gospel call.
j
Atonement

(1)
Nature:  Provides exhaustless resources for the solution of every facet of the problem of sin. (Purkiser)

(2)
Universal Atonement: Makes possible the salvation of every person.
k
Soteriology:

(1)
Synergism:  Individuals must cooperate with God's gracious but resistible call to salvation.

(2)
Conversion/Regeneration: Conversion comes first logically
(3)
Entire Sanctification: 

(a)
Cleansing from all internal sin, including the carnal mind, indwelling sin, sin nature

(b)
Subsequent to justification

(c)
By grace alone through faith alone apart from works

(d)
Instantaneous

(e)
Holiness, not perfection
(4)
Perseverance of the Believer: Kept by the Power of God. True believers can commit apostasy, can reject Jesus.
l
Ecclesiology

(1)
Church has roots in the congregation of Israel.

(2)
Modified Episcopal Polity.

(3)
Primarily Believer Baptism.
m
Eschatology

Most do not align themselves with any millennial posi​tion, preferring to speak of the kingdom as present inner experience of God through Jesus Christ.  It is spiritual communion with God and other believers (Rom. 14:17) worked out in kingdom living, i.e., methodical holiness.

H.
Pentecostal (Menzies & Menzies, Spirit and Power; Synan, Century Of The Holy Spirit)

1 
Traditional

a
Theological Distinctives

(1)
Baptism of the Holy Spirit is a Second (or Third) Work of God in the Believer


(a)
Evidenced by Speaking in Tongues (glossalilia, speaking other human languages unknown to the speaker)

(b)
Empowerment for Service

(2)
All Gifts (Charismata) Experienced in Normal Church Life

b
Sociological Distinc​tives (Note: this is a historical description in the first half of the 20th century.  Many contemporary Pentecostal groups are more like Charismatics as described here)

(1)
Separatistic in Both Doctrine and Life

(2)
Fundamentalistic Doctrine

(3)
Low Socio-economic Class

(4)
Anti-education

(5)
Expressive Worship 

(a)
Mass Prayer in Tongues

(b)
Slain in the Spirit

(c)
Frenzied Spiritual Dance

(d)
Casting out Demons

c
Some Major Denominations

(1)
Assemblies of God

(2)
the Church of God in Christ

(3)
The International Church of the Four Square Gospel

(4)
United Pentecostal Church

(5)
Pentecostal Holiness Church

2 
Rhema Theology

a
Key People & Institutions

(1)
Kenneth Hagin, Kenneth Copeland

(2)
Rhema Bible Institute, Tulsa, OK

(3)
Rodney Howard-Brown?

(4)
Bennie Hinn?

b
Theological Distinctives

(1)
We can speak things into existence

(2)
Rhema = Spoken out loud words

(3)
Speak health, wealth, happiness into existence

(4)
To use word like disease, poverty, despair is to curse a person with them.

I.
Charismatic

1 
Theological Distinctives

a
Baptism in the Holy Spirit is a Second Work of God in the Believer

(1)
Evidenced by Release of the Gifts

(2)
Tongues as Spiritual Prayer Language

(3)
Empowerment for Service

b
All Gifts (Charismata) Experienced in Normal Church Life

2 
Sociological Distinctives

a
Remained in Denominations & Culture

b
Evangelical Doctrine

c
Middle & Upper Socio-Economic Class

d
Valued Education

e
Awareness of the Immediacy of God

(1)
Clear Divine Guidance

(2)
Personal Communion with God

(3)
Evangelism Based on Personal Experience

f
Praise & Worship 

(1)
Private Use of Tongues

(2)
Words of Knowledge

(3)
Praise Choruses

J
Power Theology, Third Wave (Greig & Spinger, The Kingdom & The Power)

1.  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Vineyard Christian Fellowship (1980)

a) John Wimber

b) Power Evangelism:  Signs & Wonders such as Physical Healing & Casting Out Demons Evidence The Presence of the King​dom of God

c) Rediscovery of Prophecy & Purity

d) Spirit Baptism at Conversion

e) Three Part Service

(1) People Ministering Spontaneous Worship to God

(2) God Ministering to the People in Devotional Exposition of the Word and Prophecy

(3) People Ministering to Each Other Through Prayer and the Gifts of the Spirit

2. Toronto Blessing (1994)

a) John Arnott

b) “Laughing Revival”

c) An Oasis to Drink New Wine

d) The Presence of the Spirit is Evidenced by Physical Manifestations

(1) Holy Laughter

(2) Shaking

(3) Bouncing (Pogoing)

(4) Animal Sounds

(5) Drunk in the Spirit

(6) Falling

e) Freedom comes when we allow God to move us even to physical exuberance.

L
Dispensational (Ryrie, Dispensationalism, Saucy, The Case for Progressive Dispensationalism)

1.
Definition

a.
The word oikonomia, Stewardship

Management, administration of an estate or household.

b.
Theological definition (Contemporary)
"A dispensation is a distinguishable econ​omy in the outworking of God's pur​pose."  Ryrie, p. 28.

(1) 
Economy:  Administration or stew​ardship is the key rather than time period.

(2) 
Distinguishable:  Distinctive features to each dispen​sation.  This does not mean there are no common features in vari​ous dispensa​tions.

(3) 
Outworking of God's pur​pose:

(a) 
Progressive:  God's plan unfolds in a series of suc​cessive revela​tory actions.

(b) 
Goal oriented: Administrations change, expand, develop toward a climax within history.

(c) 
God's: The initiative, the ad​ministrations, and the goal are all from God, and to his glory alone.

2.
Reasons for Dispensa​tional​ism

a.
Progressive revelation.

b.
God uses varying administrations to work out his goal in history.

c.
It accounts for both the unity and diver​sity in the outwork​ing of God's plan.

3.
Aspects of Dispensationalism

a.
The key (the sine qua non) to being a dispensationalist is not:

(1)
Using the word "dispensa​tion."

(2)
Seeing seven dispensations.

(3)
Being premillennial or pre​tribula​tional.

b.
It is consistent hermeneutics. That is one must interpret all Scripture according to the author's intent.  E.g. The Messiah will reign on the throne of David (Isaiah 9:7; Luke 1:32, etc.). 

c.
There will be a national future for Israel in fulfillment of OT prophecy.

d. The kingdom Jesus preached (Mark 1:15) is the kingdom prophesied by the OT prophets. Its elements include
1. Spiritual: Salvation by grace begun with the repentance and belief looking forward to renewal as a part of the new covenant Isa. 60:18; 61:10; Ezek. 36:22-32

2. Moral/Ethical: Moral values will be affirmed and established in the lives of all humans. This moral economy will be established worldwide. Psa. 72
3. Social: Peace will be affirmed and justice will reign. Micah 4:1-4 = Isa 2:1-4; Isa. 9:6-7; Zech. 8:4-5

4. Political: the righteous king (Messiah) will reign from a central capital (Jerusalem) over a regathered Israel through whom all the nations of the earth will be blessed. Isa. 2; 60; Zech. 14

5. Physical: Both cosmic and geologic changes will occur. Waste places will be fertile and fruitful. Disease will be ended. Isa. 11:6-8; 32:13-15; 35:5-7
6. Ecclesiastical: A group of people will be gathered in the name of Messiah over whom YHWH will be ruler, who will belong to Him. Ezek. 40-48; Dan. 7; Zech. 8
7. Doxological: YHWH will be praised throughout the world. Zech. 14:16-17; Mal. 1:11
e. Kingdom 

1. is NOT

a) Heaven
b) Divine spark in my heart
c) Political or economic transformation
d) About Jesus and me

2. IS
a) A ruler, a reign, and a realm
b) A journey and a destination
c) The LORD’s mission to rescue and renew his sin-marred creation
d) Jesus establishing His rule and reign over all of creation, defeating the human and angelic evil powers, bringing order to all relationships, enacting justice, and being worshiped as Lord

f. Other aspects of dispensationalism:
(1)
Progressive reve​lation.

(2)
God uses human insti​tu​tions to accom​plish his purpose.

(3)
Maintaining dis​tinc​tions be​tween institu​tions.

(4)
The climax of God's plan is a part of histo​ry.

(5)
The Church be​gan at Pen​tecost. 

(6)
National future for Israel in the Mil​lennium.

4.
Commonly Drawn (If Questionable) Implications of Classic Dispensationalism

a. The Jewish people are always God's special people despite their disobedience.

b. If the gospel is "first for the Jew" (Rom. 1:16), then Jewish evangelism remains a first priority for all churches

c. The Jewish people have a right to occupy the land of Israel at any time. Therefore the modern state of Israel has a right to existence. Other nations will be judged by God according to their support of that right.

5.
Scofieldian (Classic) Dispensationalism

a.
Definition: "A time period during which man is tested in respect to his obedience to some specific revela​tion of the will of God."  SRB II, p.3.  Cf Ryrie, pp. 29-38.

b.
Elements of a dispensation.

(1)
Deposit of Reve​lation Embody​ing what Con​duct God Re​quires (Rule of Con​duct).

(2)
Stewardship in which man is Re​sponsi​ble to Obey.

(3)
Time Period in which this Rule is Tested.

Revelation ( Test (  Failure ( Judg​ment

c.
Dispensations

(1)
Innocence:  Gen. 1:28-3:16
(2)
Conscience:  Gen 4:1-8:14
(3)
Human Govern​ment:  Gen. 8:15-11:9
(4)
Promise:  Gen. 11:10-Ex. 18:27
(5)
Law:  Ex. 18:28-Acts 1:26
(6)
Church/Grace: Acts 2:1-Rev. 19:21
(7)
Kingdom:  Rev. 20:1-20:6
d.
Personal Reservations

(1)
Time Period is not the Key

(2)
It Rests on an Inade​quate Un​der​standing of oikonom​ia.  

Focus of oikonomia is way or office of administration, not time of testing.

(3)
Focus of SRB is large​ly on obedi​ence and testing.

Focus of oikonomia is on a delegat​ed task with corresponding equip​ping, authority and responsibility.

(4)
It Does Not Work Well in Several Dis​pensations, e.g. Promise to Abraham is not a rule of conduct.

(5)
Rule of Conduct is Inevita​bly Con​fused with Way of Salva​tion.

(6)
It Neglects Two Key Strands

(d)
The Unifying Strands:

(i)
Sola Gratia & Sola Fide
(ii)
Reconciliation of God's sin-alienated creation.

(e)
Goal Orien​ta​tion of the Out​working of God's Pur​pose.

6.
Progressive Dis​pensa​tional​ism

a.
God may do more than what He promises, but He'll not do less (progressive). vs. Absolute separation of church & Israel;  Church never fulfils Israel's promise (Classic). 

b.
God may begin things now and finish them later. This is often called inaugurated eschatology. 

1. Davidic Covenant is inaugurated in the sense that Jesus is anointed king but not yet reigning king.

2. New Covenant is inaugurated in the sense that the redemption of the nations is begun, but the re-gathering of Israel is still future. 

3. Jesus has been crucified and resurrected as the Lamb, but not yet return as Lion. 

c.
There is one people of God saved by grace through faith in the promise of God based on the work of Christ organized into redemptive institutions administering God's purpose in the world.

d.
Progressive dispensationalists strongly affirm the national future for Israel in fulfillment of OT prophecy. Replacement theology, on the other hand, teaches that the church has replaced Israel receiving all the promises to Israel including the land and national promises.  Cranfield comments on this perspective: "the Church . . . entertains the ugly and unscriptural notion that God has cast off His people Israel and simply replaced it with the Church. These three chapters [Rom. 9-11] emphatically forbid us to speak of the Church as having once and for all taken the place of the Jewish people. But the assumption that the Church has simply replaced Israel as the people of God is extremely common. . . . I confess with shame to having also myself used in print on more than one occasion this language of the replacement of Israel by the Church." (Romans II:448)
M
Fundamentalism

Originally, Christian Fundamentalism refers to the movement within American Protestantism in the late 19th and early 20th centuries by conservative evangelical Christians, who, in a reaction to modernism, actively affirmed a core set of Christian beliefs: namely, inerrancy of the Scriptures, the virgin birth and the deity of Jesus, the doctrine of substitutionary atonement through God's grace and human faith, the bodily resurrection of Jesus, the authenticity of Christ's miracles. This core set of beliefs was the "line in the sand" drawn by conservative Christians as they battled against the rise of rationalism, higher biblical criticism, and liberalism within Protestant denominations ("Fundamentalist Christianity" Wikipedia). It has morphed into a militancy wrapped in confessionalism. It is loyalty to one’s specific form of theology as defined by a few select spokesmen (John Armstrong, Weekly Messenger, May 30, 2005) and opposition to all others, especially those who are close, but not with us.
1.
Characteristics
a.
It is not enough to be biblical. You must be opposed to the right people and movements
1)
Spiritual gifts

2)
Bible translations
3)
Counseling

4)
Date of creation 
b.
Study only trusted people
1)
They will tell you what's is true
2)
They will tell you what's wrong with others. 

c.
Define people and movements in terms of black/white and labels 

1)
One can trust teachers only if they are completely correct. 
2)
Wrong in part means wrong in whole.  
d.
Define themselves by who/what they are against 

1)
Billy Graham

2)
Roman Catholicism (Pope is the AntiChrist)
3)
Liberalism 

4)
Communism
5)
Movies, alcohol, tobacco, playing cards, rock music, etc.
6)
Define certain life style issues as litmus test of being Christian and being spiritually mature

7)
Separatism = no association with "liberals"
Second degree separatism = no association with those who associate with "liberals"

e.
Focus on certain doctrines that were attacked by liberals to the neglect of others 
1)
Penal-substitutionary atonement, but not triumph or example 
2)
Crucifixion and forgiveness, but not resurrection and new life
3)
Justification by grace alone through faith alone, but not regeneration 

2.
Solutions
a.
Base theology on Bible as God's Word
1)
Not "safe" authority 
2)
Not logic
3)
Not last generation's culture
4)
Not subjective human feelings 
b.
Read the Bible to hear God's voice, not just collect information and commands 

1)
Knowing is both informational and relational 

2)
God's will is a life to live, not rules to follow

3)
Not last generation's culture

4)
Not subjective human feelings 
c.
Define yourself by what you are for

d.
Engage people from other views first hand with your Bible open 
N
Post-Conservative Movement
1.
Philosophical
a. Truth is a sociological construct

b. Different communities will have different perspectives 

c. Rejects any evidential basis for religious truth claims as foundationalism

d. Rejects a critical realistic epistemology in favor of non-foundationalism
2. Theological
a. The essence of Christianity is found in the experiential ethos of the believing community

b. Doctrine has secondary significance because it's divisive

c. Bible is "a voice at the table"
d. Rejects substitutionary atonement and the need for forgiveness of personal sin in the gospel
VI.
Characteristics of Evangelical Theology
A.
Confessional: Affirms the key doctrines of historic orthodoxy, the "die for's"
B.
Transformational: Begins with a regenerative experience of the Spirit and continues with a living relationship with Jesus

C.
Missional: Part of the church, taking the good news of Jesus to hurting and lost people. 

VII.
Results of Good Theology

A.
Faith

B.
Prayer and Meditation

C.
Hope

D.
Apologetics

E.
Ministry

F.
Bible Study

G.
Worship

