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Thought: Children have more need of models than critics. 

Albert Einstein: "What terrifies us is not the explosive force of the atomic bomb, but the power of the wickedness of the human heart" 

John Armstrong: The absence of a biblically rooted understanding of man, of his sin and depravity, is the real problem in our present context. Liberals believe man is fundamentally good, with the possibility of becoming even better. Freud made sure that we blamed someone, or some thing, other than ourselves. We were conflicted for sure, but not evil. We have never recovered from this nonsense. There is plainly little fear of the Lord in our culture. This is why we do not understand that “the fear of the Lord is [actually] the hatred of evil” (Proverbs 8:13). In the end we have culture shapers who tell us almost every day of our lives that evil is good and good is evil. The prophet’s words are bracing: 

Woe to those who call evil good and good evil, who put darkness for light and light for darkness, who put bitter for sweet and sweet for bitter! Woe to those who are wise in their own eyes, and shrewd in their own sight (Isaiah 5:20-21)!
I.
Introduction

A.
Evil:  The Undeniable Problem

B.
Contemporary definitions

1.
SCIENTICISM: Electro-chemical imbalance leading to biological dysfunction

2.
EVOLUTIONISM: Anything that hinders the progress of the human race

3.
PSYCHOLOGISM: Low self-esteem resulting in repressing my true feelings

4.
HUMANISM: Actions or attitudes that hurt other people

5.
ROMANTICISM: Human civilization

6.
ENVIRONMENTALISM: Not acting on the truth that the earth is my mother and all living things are equally valuable

7.
ORGANIC: Being out of synch with my immediate environment

8.
NEW AGE: Ignorance of our spiritual nature.  Results in low spiritual frequency

9.
HINDUISM: Karma, a stain on the soul that must be worked off personally

10.
LIBERALISM: There really is no fundamental problem with humanity. People begin as a "blank slate" that is written on by their environment. 

Jean-Jacques Rousseau said “There is no original perversity in the human heart.” So, he says, “when children’s wills are not spoiled by our fault, children [desire] nothing uselessly.” So parents and teachers should strive to produce children who are “authentic, self-sufficient, and autonomous.” E.D. Hirsch posits that this Romantic ideal that “each person has a natural and uniquely divine spark, which, if nurtured, cannot go wrong,” is behind the emphasis on self-esteem. The problem, as Hirsch points out, is that there is no proven connection between high self-esteem and actual achievement. This absolute valuation of self-esteem produces parents who respond with hostility to anyone they perceive is doing anything that might make the child feel less-than-wonderful about him or herself—in the classroom, among their peers, or on the playing field.

C.
Suggested Solutions for the Problem

1.
Denial

2.
Education

3.
Economic

4.
Environmental Change

5.
Self-Discipline

6.
Religion

7.
Coping

A subtle and powerful temptation is to take it as our primary duty to analyze and solve the problems of this messed up world. This would be to leave God out of the discussion, which would be to repeat the fall.

D.
Dealing with our Dignity and Depravity

1.
Dignity

a.
Our first Adamic heritage: All have the image of God (Gen. 1:26) with the creation heritage of life (Gen. 9:6) and dignity (Jas. 3:9)

b.
Dignity of unsaved persons

(1)
Abimelech (Gen. 20)

(2)
Tax Gatherers & Gentiles (Matt. 5:46-47)

c.
Liberalism & Arminianism focus too much on dignity
2.
Depravity

a.
Our second Adamic heritage: All have the impact of sin (Rom. 5:12-17; 1 Cor.15:21-22) with the racial heritage of physical and spiritual death (Gen. 2:17; 3:1-24).

b.
Harder Calvinism focuses too much on depravity

3.
The balance between dignity and depravity will differ from person to person and theology to theology.
II.
Beginning of Sin

A.
Possible Sources of Sin

1.
Illusion (Hindu, Christian Science)

a.
There is no objective reality to sin and evil. It's only a perception in our minds. 

b.
If it's an illusion, why does it seem so real?

c.
Edward Lear:

A certain faith-healer of Deal

Asserted: "Pain is not real!"

"Then pray tell me why,"

Came the patient's reply,

"When I sit on a pin

And puncture my skin,

Do I hate what I fancy I feel?"

2.
Finitude

a.
Because a finite being is necessarily limited, it is inevitable that it would fall short of perfection.

b.
God made this "the best of all possible worlds."

c.
"Sin" is lack of perfection, not moral choice.

3.
Dualism

a.
Eastern
(1)
Yin and Yang.

(2)
Sweet and sour.

(3)
Good is keeping all in balance.

(4)
"Sin" is being out of balance.

(5)
Don't be extreme about anything.

b.
Cosmic

(1)
Two eternal beings warring with each other.

(2)
There must be evil so we know what good is.

(3)
Mormonism: Jesus & Satan are brothers.

c.
Greek

(1)
Spirit is eternal and good.

(2)
Material is temporary and bad

4.
Accident

a.
God intended everything to be good.  Somehow that plan went wrong.

b.
Evil just happened: "Oops!"

c.
Rabbi Harold Kushner, When Bad Things Happen to Good People
5.
God Created Sin

a.
The logic

(1)
God created all things.

(2)
Sin is a thing.

(3)
Therefore God created sin.

b.
This is a meaningless statement

c.
Sin is not a thing

6.
God Created Sinful Creatures

a.
The logic

(1)
God created all existing things

(2)
Sinful creatures are existing things

(3)
God created sinful creatures

b.
Good created all things good Gen. 1:31
7.
God Created Moral Creatures

a.
Evil is the result of morally significant actions of free creatures.

b.
Original victim vs. original sin

c.
Man is not created ex deo

B.
Angelic Sin

1.
Sin predates man Gen 3:1
2.
Angels sinned Jude 6; 2 Pet. 2:4
3.
Devil there "at the beginning" John 8:44; 1 John 3:8
4.
Time of the angelic fall?

a.
Before the Genesis 1 creation

b.
Between Genesis 1:1 and 1:2 -- gap theory
c.
Between Genesis 1:31 and 3:1

d.
At the time of Genesis 3

C.
The Fall of Man

It was not simply the bite itself that caused the Fall and gave birth to the first groanings of lament from both the creature and the creation. The bite was only a consequent act of disbelief. It was denial and doubting of God's hesed that led to dis-belief that caused the two prodigals to be driven into the wilderness of His absence, never to return. It was bound up with mis-belief that God was only the sum of His gifts and no more. All this flowing from the stubborn sin of un-belief. Michael Card, A Sacred Sorrow, 16
1.
Covenant of Works?

a.
Adam appointed representative of the race

b.
Temporary probation

c.
Obedience merits eternal life for everyone he represents

d.
Disobedience merits eternal death for everyone he represents

2.
Original human nature

a.
Unmarred by civilization

(1)
Noble savages (Rousseau)

(2)
The Gods Must Be Crazy

b.
Righteous (positive in relation and character) vs. Innocent (naive & neutral in character)

c.
Posse non Peccare =
Adam before fall

Believers?

non Posse Peccare
God

Us in heaven

non Posse non Peccare
Satan

Fallen humans

Believers?
3.
Tree of knowledge of good and evil

a.
Apple Tree??

(1)
Malum is Latin for apple.

(2)
Malus is Latin for evil.

b.
Magical view: Substance is poisonous (perhaps the devil planted the tree?)

c.
Experiential knowledge of evil. To eat the tree would be to experience evil as participants.
(1)
God wants them to refuse the evil rather than experience it in their lives by participation in evil.

(2)
They become aware of good in its loss and of evil by experience of it.

d.
Choose autonomously. They wanted to be like God, free to decide for themselves what is right and wrong. 
(1)
"Will you trust God to tell you what is right or wrong or will you decide for yourself?"

(2)
Phrase speaks of ability and action to make my own moral decisions independently.

(3)
Gen 3:22; Deut. 1:39; 2 Sam. 19:34-35 (14:17); 1 Kings. 3:9; Isa. 7:15, 16
4.
Tree of Life

a.
Permissible to eat it in the Garden?

b.
Did they actually eat it in the Garden?

c.
Magical view: Substance dispenses life

d.
Sacramental view

(1)
Symbol of their life with God

(2)
To eat in spiritual death would be sacrilege

(3)
Akin to 1 Cor. 11:27-32

e.
There is no reward for obedience. They already have life with God
5.
The Serpent's Work 
a.
Is the serpent subtle, shrewd and cunning or sensible, wise, prudent?

b. The serpent

(1) ignores God's rich provision

(2) magnifies God's one restriction

(3) Talks about God rather than with God

(4) Makes God's word a point of discussion: What did God say?
(5) Totally denies God's word: You will not die

c. Post Modern Hermeneutic:
(1) Deconstruct the statement

(a) Be suspicious

(b) What's He really after?

(c) Where's the power thrust?

(d) What's the true motive?

(2) God's true motive according to the serpent (appealing to vice in Eve): 

(a) He doesn't want you to be free

(b) He doesn't want any equals

(c) He's holding you back from your true destiny.

(d) He wants you to be "like Him," to be divine on your own

(3) God's true motive according to the serpent (appealing to virtue in Eve): 

(a) He wants you to choose freedom

(b) He wants a true equal

(c) He wants you to achieve your destiny.

(d) He wants you to be truly like Him, a full partner with God

6.
Nature of Temptation
a.
Temptation can be to vice or virtue

(1)
Indulge one's lower passions.
(2)
Misuse one's strengths

(3)
I believe temptation to virtue is more powerful. For example, Brother Yun (Heavenly Man, Monarch, 2002, pp. 210-211) was imprisoned for his role in the underground church in China. There were temptations to deny Jesus or reveal names of other Christians in order to allow him to escape torture. By far the most severe temptation came when he saw his son, thin and in ragged clothing, ridiculed at school, humiliated for being the son of a dirty criminal. He could relieve their suffering if he would simply "confess his crimes." Then he could be a good daddy to his precious children and a good husband to his dear wife.
b.
Typical Temptations

(1)
God is withholding something good from you

(2)
This is a legitimate desire

(3)
I don't see anything wrong with it

(4)
It no big deal
(5)
It will make me

(a)
Happy

(b)
A better person

(c)
Spiritually mature
c.
Testing vs. Tempting

(1)
No significant difference in meaning between the words in Greek.

(2)
The exact same event can be testing and temptation.

(3)
Matt 4:1 "And the Spirit led Him into the wilderness to be tempted."
	
	Testing (Probation)
	Temptation (Solicitation)

	Source
	God
	World, flesh, devil

	Intention
	Strengthening
	Destruction


7.
Nature of First Sin
a.
Eve distorts God's word
(1)
"You may freely eat" becomes "We may eat" minimizing God's generosity
(2)
"You must not eat it" becomes "We may not eat or touch it" exaggerating God's restriction
(3)
"You shall surely die" becomes "you will die" diminishes the consequence. 

b.
Eve decides by herself

(1)
No consultation with her husband

(2)
No consultation with God

(3)
No trusting God or others

c.
Eve decides to decide for herself

(1)
The tree is like the others Gen. 2:9

(2)
It will also give me wisdom, a good thing.

(3)
She seeks autonomy, self-identity

d.
From whom did Eve get her knowledge of God's command?

(1)
Adam

(2)
God

(3)
Text doesn't say, so we can't make a big issue of it.

e.
Where was Adam?

(1)
"with her" = standing beside her
(a)
His passive silence is culpable
(b)
He abdicates his role as leader

(c)
Hinted at in 3:17

(d)
But God never mentions his silence or his abdicating leadership.

(2)
"with her" = being her husband in the garden 
(a)
The sin is human against God, not woman against man.
(b)
His eating is apart from satanic deception. It seems that if he were there he would have been deceived to 1 Tim. 2:14
(c)
God in no way ratifies his attempt to put blame on Eve Gen. 3:11 
(d)
There is no command to be head of or to rule his wife prior to the fall.

(e)
God condemns him only for eating the fruit, not for listening to his wife Gen. 3:11, 17
8.
Different views of the Fall 

a.
According to Brian McLaren (A Different Kind of Christianity), in the Genesis narrative the disobedience in Eden does not bring about an ontological fall; rather, “God pushes [Adam and Eve] out of the nest” (p. 50). According to McLaren, Eden in fact is a “classic coming-of-age story, filled with ambivalence – a childhood lost, an adulthood gained” (p. 51). The flaming sword preventing a return to the tree of life apparently is God’s version of “tough love” to insure that his children “grow up” into responsible adulthood. But no ancient Jewish or Christian commentator read Genesis in this way. McLaren goes on to depict the movement from Eden to Babel as a movement from hunter-gatherers, through nomads, agriculturalists, city dwellers, to empire dwellers, a movement that corresponds (perhaps all too neatly) with the increasing moral corruption of the human race, so that the pinnacle of human sin (oppression, genocide) corresponds to “empire,” and thus also to the view of God as “dread cosmic dictator.” Here McLaren does acknowledge that the story of humankind subsequent to Eden smacks more of increasing immorality than dawning maturity. The children have run amok. But McLaren’s account links, far more neatly and simplistically than the Bible, the peak of human corruption (genocide) with the distaste for all that “empire” represents. (adapted from a review by Marianne Meye Thompson)
9.
Immediate Consequences of the Fall
a.
Sin is shared 3:6
b.
Nakedness becomes shameful 3:7
c.
Try to cover with fig leaves – totally foolish 3:7
d.
Hide from God 3:8
e.
Afraid of God 3:10
f.
Both refuse responsibility; indulge in blame shifting 3:12-13
g.
Death spreads every where 3:14ff
10.
Useful Definitions 
a.
Guilt = done wrong things

b.
Shame = I am wrong

c.
Death = disconnected from God (hiding) and others (blaming)

11.
Grace in the Midst of Sin (Question: is God a punishing God or a gracious God?)
a.
God comes Gen 3:8
b.
God calls Gen 3:9
c.
God hints at the coming of Messiah Gen 3:15
d.
God provides the covering Gen. 3:21

e.
God protects them from committing sacrilege Gen. 3:22

12.
Biblical Dimensions of the Human Problem (Christopher Wright, "Atonement in the Old Testament," The Atonement Debate, 69-70
a.
A relationship that has been broken (Relational) Gen 2-3
b.
The disturbance of shalom (Social) Gen 4-11
c.
Rebellion against authority (Covenantal) Ex. 32-24
d.
Guilt that necessitates punishment (Legal) Deut 32

e.
Uncleanness and pollution (Ritual) Ezek. 4:12; 26:17-18
f.
Shame and disgrace on oneself and/or God (Emotional) Jer. 6:15; Ezek. 36:16ff

g.
An accumulating burden (Historical) Gen. 15:16; Deut. 9:4-6; 18:24-28

h.
Death (Final) Gen. 5; Deut 30
D.
Fundamental Problems

1.
How Could a Good God's Creation Sin?
a.
God created creatures who could make morally significant choices.

b.
P & B:  Original impulse to evil may be a good over indulged or a good goal pursued in the wrong way.

c.
P & B:  Satan's own greatness may have brought him to regard himself as much as God.

2.
How Could God Permit Satan's Temptation to Occur?

a.
Temptation is not the cause of sin.

b.
Temptation is probably inevitable.

c.
Adam & Eve had dominion over the serpent.

d.
P & B: Perhaps falling prey to temptation lessens guilt so humanity is redeemable

3.
Why So Great a Penalty for So Minor Transgres​sion?
a.
A simple command is the best test.  No equivocation

b.
Consequences are known Gen. 2:17; 3:3
c.
It is direct, knowledgeable disobedience of God done in the very good state.

E.
Concluding Cautions
1.
The origin of sin is a mystery, unrevealed in Scripture. There is no explanation, much less a cause. It is an irrational act, an irrational fact which defy our understanding.
2.
The fall is sin, not tragedy, responsible act, not victimization. Marguerite Schuster suggests that the fall can never be understood as tragedy where the heroes pursue worthy goals but are thwarted by inevitable fate and the capriciousness of the gods. 

3.
Must not lessen either the holiness of God or the evilness of sin

4.
Avoid interpretations where sin is

a.
Unavoidable

b.
Uncontrollable

c.
Unredeemable

III.
The Essence of Sin

The darkness is "the willful pursuit of pleasure, ambition, and vanity to the neglect of the good of others." (Catholic World Report, February, 2009, p. 24)
C. S. Lewis: The sins of the flesh are bad, but they are the least bad of all sins. All the worst pleasures are purely spiritual: the pleasure of putting other people in the wrong, of bossing and patronizing, and spoiling sport, and back-biting; the pleasures of power, of hatred. For these two things inside me, competing with the human self which I must try to become. They are the animal self and the Diabolical self. The Diabolical self is the worse of the two. That is why a cold, self-righteous prig who goes regularly to church may be far nearer to hell than a prostitute. But, of course, it is better to be neither.

Cornelius Plantinga: The Bible presents sin by way of major concepts, principally lawlessness and faithlessness, expressed in an array of images: sin is missing a target, a wandering from the path, a straying from the fold. Sin is a hard heart and a stiff neck. Sin is blindness and deafness. It is both the overstepping of a line and the failure to reach for it – both transgression and shortcoming. Sin is a beast crouching at the door. In sin, people attack or evade or neglect their divine calling. These and other images suggest deviance: even when it is familiar, sin is never normal. Sin is disruption of created harmony and then resistance to divine restoration of that harmony. Above all sin disrupts and resists the vital human relation to God. 
Progress of sin in Romans 1 
(Ray Stedman www.pbc.org/dp/stedman/romans2/3503.html):  


Godlessness (a disrespect of God) begins with ignoring God, moves to imitating God and culminates in making substitute gods, making God appear to be much less than he really is. Commonly this means worshipping the mirror. 

This godlessness leads to wickedness (injury and hurt done to human beings). It begins with sexual immorality -- the degrading, or the dishonoring, of the wonderful gift of marriage (1:24). It means attempting to satisfy our hungers and our cravings and our desires in any way we like. It then moves to normalizing of homosexuality (1:25-27), identifying it as an inherent biological condition or a legitimate option for expressing sexual passions. This degrades the gender God created. Wickedness culminates in a depraved mind, which destroys everything it touches. It is marked by increasing cruelty and violence until the entire culture characterized by this terrible, senseless cruelty. Child abuse is a symptom of this in our society.


Idolatry penetrates the whole world; people turn from the true God, whom they could have known. Hopelessness and rank despair lies like a heavy blanket upon the earth. The only solution to this darkness comes in the Light of the world. 


Everywhere we need to make this message as clear as we possibly can -- by our testimony, by the way we live, by the joy and peace of our heart. God has found a way to break through human weakness, arrogance, despair, and sinfulness to give us peace, joy, and gladness once again. Just as Jesus was born in Bethlehem so long ago, so he can be born in your heart now. This is the good news of the gospel. In this decaying world in which we live we can see again the glory of this truth as it delivers people from their sins. "Thou shalt call his name Jesus, for he shall save his people from their sins," (Matthew 1:21 KJV).
A.
Biblical Words for Sin

1.
a`marti,a (hamartia) wrong doing, missing the mark -- the most general word

2.
para,ptwma (paraptoma) trespass -- could be unintentional

3.
para,basij (parabasis) disobedience, transgression -- with intent

4.
avsebei,aj (asebeias)  ungodliness, godlessness -- active character of rebellion

B.
Elements of a Definition

1.
Evil - Sin

a.
Evil includes non-moral things causing harm or destruction: earthquakes, cancer

b.
Sin is religious & moral
2.
Active - Passive

a.
Things I do/don't do that I should
b.
Things done to me that harm, defile
3.
Sin - Sins

a.
Disposition to commit sins, evil desires, orientation to rebelliousness, selfishness; the dynamic, multiplying power that infects and spoils people, life and shalom
b.
Acts, thoughts
4.
Commission - Omission

a.
Unrighteous acts done 

b.
Obligations left undone
5.
Thought - Action

6.
Individual - Societal

a.
Performed by or endemic in a person

b.
Performed by or endemic in a community

c.
Racism; pornography as a constitutionally protected business

d.
The American life is often

(1)
Politics without principle

(2)
Wealth without work

(3)
Commerce without morality

(4)
Pleasure without conscience

7.
Theological - Anthropological

a.
Violation of relationship with God Psalm 51:4
b.
Violation of relationship with another human

c. 
Refusal/Failure to love/honor God vs. insatiable thirst for power, privilege, prestige, comfort especially in face of needs of others.

d.
can it be sin if no one is hurt? 

8.
Intentional - Ignorance

a.
Done deliberately, willfully. Knowing the good and flouting it.

b.
Done innocently without will or knowledge of its wrongfulness 

c.
Lev. 4:1-35; 5:15-19; Num. 15:22-30; Ezek. 45:20; Luke 12:48
d.
Luke 23:34; Acts 17:30; 1 Tim. 1:13 Ignorance is sometimes a mitigating factor
e.
Defilement from menstrual flow, skin disease, touching a dead body Lev. 15:19; Num. 5:2; 19:11-16
f.
Eating meat sacrificed to idols Rom. 14:13-23; 1 Cor. 8; Act 15:20 

g.
Most of the seven deadly sins are done without intent or knowledge. Do people want to be envious?
9.
Disobey a person -- custom or law

10.
Wrong by quality (ethics) -- wrong by legislation (legality)

Note that many sins are perfectly legal and some sins are legally required

11.
Consistent  -- occasional

12.
Capacity to comprehend morality and the sinfulness of the deed (age development, mental illness [guilty but insane vs. innocent by reason of insanity], inebriation). 
Plantinga: We ought pay evil doers, including ourselves, the 'intolerable compliment' of taking them seriously as moral agents, of holding them accountable for their wrong doing. This is a mark of our respect for their dignity and weight as human beings (Not The Way It's Supposed to Be, 68)

13.
Perversion, Pollution, Disintegration
a.
Perversion uses good things for an evil purpose.

b.
Pollution infects good things with evil

c.
Disintegration/Division corrodes the social glue, the integrity of a person or relationship. The compartmentalized life illustrates this.

d.
A father molesting his daughter perverts the gift of sex, pollutes his marriage and divides the family loyalties.

e.
Sin is both fatal and fertile. It kills and reproduces, killing by reproducing like a malevolent cancer.

f.
"Sexual conservatives, . . . believe that humans are fundamentally capable of the worst, and that it is only the combined power of an internal morality and external constraints that keeps most of us on the straight-and-narrow most of the time." And this, she shows, is why we argue for "firm structures" and the teaching of moral boundaries. On the other hand, she says, "sexual liberals see a world in which the only way a diverse and heterogeneous group of people can be trusted to make good moral decisions is to ensure that all of them have the maximum amount of information possible." So sexual liberals fight to give children as much sexual information as possible as early as possible, thinking "that if their children are given education and information, they will grow up to be morally good adults." Summary of Kristin Luker, When Sex Goes to School: Warring Views on Sex—and Sex Education—Since the Sixties in BreakPoint Commentary, February 12, 2007.
C.
Degrees of Sin

1.
All sin is sin.

a.
Matt. 5:27-28 Lust = adultery

b.
Jas. 2:10-11 Transgress one = transgress all

c.
Gal. 3:10 Whole curse for transgressors

d.
Gen. 12:10-20 Plagues on Pharaoh though he was ignorant of his transgression

2.
Some sins are worser than other sins

a.
1 John 5:16-18 Sin to death

b.
John 19:11 "greater sin"

c.
Luke 12:47-48 severer judgment

d.
Jas. 3:1 Teachers judged more severely

e.
Matt. 11:20-24 Chorazim & Bethsaida

f.
Lev. 4:1-35; 5:15-19; Num. 15:22-30; Ezek. 45:20; Luke 12:48 Intentional vs. unintentional

g.
Matt. 18:6 Child abuse

h.
Matt 23:15 Pharisees are twice as much sinners

i.
1 Tim. 5:8 Non-providers are worse than infidel

Which is worse: pre-meditated theft of all the toilet paper in the building or involuntary manslaughter? To tell a person who worked hard to prepare a meal that came out really awful how you really feel or to say you appreciated it? A landlord who refuses to repair his low income apartments or a person who bombs an empty building? White collar crime or government corruption tends to be judged far less harshly than violent crime against the middle class person? Sexual sins or angry sins?
3.
Mortal - Venial Distinction?

a.
Mortal = grave matter committed with full knowledge and deliberate consent resulting in the loss of grace, causing exclusion from Christ's kingdom, and resulting in eternal death in hell if it is not repented of.

b.
Venial = less serious matter or done without knowledge or full consent resulting in a hindering of progress to virtue, meriting temporal punishment paid in life or purgator0079. 
D.
Definitions of Sin

1.
Wesleyan: Willful transgression of the known law of God
2.
Calvinistic: Any falling short of God's standard in act, thought or character
3.
Sin as rule breaking vs. Violation of Relationship

4.
Sin as rule breaking vs. Violation, disruption of shalom
5.
Sin of the will [what I do] vs. Sin of the heart [why I do it]
E.
The Seven Deadly Sins

1.
Pride, envy, anger, sloth, covetousness, gluttony, lust; superbia, invidia, ira, acedia, avaritia, gula, luxuria Aquinas, Summa Theologica, II/1, Q. 84, art. 4
2.
These are basic sins of disposition that lead to other sins 
3.
Ironic how much of American business draws its power from these attitude.

4.
The seven corresponding virtues: Humility, contentment, peace, diligence, generosity, self-control, love.

F.
Contemporary Characterizations of Sin: Sin comes out as rude, shallow, thoughtless, self-absorbed, and banal thought and life. It rarely comes out as evil.
1.
Selfishness

2.
Loss of Self-Love

3.
Liberation Theology

4.
Marxism

5.
Alienation

6.
Legalism

7.
Ignorance

8.
Bestiality

9.
Genetic Influence

10.
Cultural Influence
G.
Some Mis-Perceptions of Sin

1.
Sin is about breaking the rules (as opposed to violating relationship).

2.
There really isn’t any sin for a Christian.  It’s all forgiven.

3.
If I sin, I go to hell unless I confess.  This means I better be careful to remember to confess every single sin, or I’ll lose my salvation. 
4.
God’s OK with my sin as long as I’m nice.  

5.
By trying to avoid sin, I’ll miss out on the fun.  No sin, no fun!

6.
If no one gets hurt, it’s OK.  
7.
If no one finds out, it’s OK.

8.
Everyone else is doing it, so it must be OK. 
H.
Some Wrong Responses to Sin (Adapted from Ross Banister, Redeemer's Fellowship, Roseburg, OR)
1.
Minimizing: making less of a situation. (I just had a few beers).

2.
Delusion: my sin is different. (I can quit anytime I want, I just haven't wanted to).
3.
Rationalizing: There's "good reason" for my sin (I work hard and I deserve to relax after work with a few drinks) 

4.
Blame shifting: It's someone else's fault (You don't love me or These guys set me up)  
5.
Diverting: deliberate attempts to confuse (I was just joking).
6.
Attacking: Sarcasm, contempt (You are so wonderful!)
7.
Excuse making: (I'm dumb, I couldn't help it). 

8.
Victimization: appearing helpless and pitiful, unable to solve problems or take action. (I am an awful person. Please help me!)
9.
"Repentance" Using language of change but then "forgetting" to follow through.  

IV.
Transmission of Sin

Each new generation born is, in effect, an invasion of civilization by little barbarians, who must be civilized before it is too late. What is the society to do with these loveable little barbarians? There are two diametrically opposed visions of society's role in childhood education: (1) "unconstrained vision" of utopians, who believe they can radically improve mankind through governmental programs, and (2) the "constrained vision" of realists—people who know that man is inherently selfish and cannot be reshaped by government into a better brand of human. Government should instead protect institutions like families that channel our inherent selfishness into productive behavior.

A.
Definition of Terms

1.
Inherited (Original) Sin
a.
Sinful state or condition into which all humans are born
b.
Result of the sin Adam & Eve committed

2.
Imputation
a.
Standing, relationship, objective

b.
To attribute (reckon) guilt or righteousness or status from another to me/us
c.
Transfer the legal standing of one person to someone else
d.
Scriptural imputations

(1)
Adam's guilt to humanity

(2)
Humanity's guilt to Christ

(3)
Christ's righteousness (standing, not character) to us 
3.
Impartation
a.
State, character, subjective

b.
Transmission of a substance, character or quality from another to me/us
c.
Scriptural Impartations

(1)
Adam's depravity to humanity

(2)
Regenerate nature to believers

(3)
Holy Spirit to believers

4.
Pervasive (Total) Depravity
a.
Everything I do or am is tainted by sinfulness
b.
Curvatus in se, Bent in on himself (Luther); "I hate mankind, for I think myself one of the best of them, and I know how bad I am." (Samuel Johnson, lexicographer extraordinaire)

c.
Compared to Christ, we are "radically defective."

d.
It distorts and damages, but does not destroy, the image of God

e.
In this state, the free will of man towards the true good is not only wounded, maimed, infirm, bent, and weakened; but it is also imprisoned, destroyed and lost. And its powers are not only debilitated and useless unless they be assisted by grace, but it has no powers whatever except such as are excited by God's grace  . . . The mind, in this state, is dark, destitute of the saving knowledge of God, and, according to the Apostle, incapable of those things which belong to the Spirit of God. . . . Exactly correspondent to this darkness of the mind, and perverseness of the heart, is the utter weakness of all the powers to perform that which truly good, and to omit the perpetration of which is evil. (Jacob Arminius) 

5.
Spiritual (Total) Inability
a.
I cannot do anything that is fundamentally good in God's eyes

b.
I cannot change my fundamental preference for sin and self, cannot restore relationship with God. I am specifically unable to respond to the gospel apart from the enabling grace of God.
6.
Alien Sin
a.
Guilt or depravity attributed or transmitted to me from another's sin

b.
"All of us, who have descended from impure seed, are born infected with the contagion of sin." (Calvin)

7.
Corporate Solidarity
a.
A group is considered as a single entity

b.
Guilt or righteous standing is true of the group as a whole

c.
Family

8.
Headship
a.
The family is named and characterized by the patriarch

b.
Adam

c.
Israel

d.
Church

B.
Romans 5:12-21
1.
Sin and death from one man (12) (protasis only!)

a.
That's why people die before Sinai (13-14)

2.
Adam & Christ contrasted (15-17)

a.
Death to many vs. Grace to many (15)

b.
One transgression to death but life still possible (16)

c.
Death, but much greater gift of life (17)

3.
Adam & Christ paralleled (18-19) (finally protasis and apodosis)

a.
One act to condemnation and one act to life

b.
Disobedience to death for many and Obedience to life for many

4.
Conclusion: Grace greater than sin

5.
Main Point: Humanity currently divided into two families with two heads and two heritages
6.
What does pa,ntej h[marton (pantes hamarton, all sinned) mean in 5:12?

a.
Adam's sin is our sin (as Rom. 5:18-19) (corporality), all people are born condemned. “With Adam’s fall, we sinned all.”

b.
All personally sinned (as Rom. 3:23) (living out Adamic heritage), all people are born uncondemned until they personally sin

Sinned refers to actual sins, the individual expression and endorsement of Adam’s representative act. ‘The individual sins are, as it were, only the eruptions of this sin forever bubbling in the deep’ (Emil Brunner).

C.
Background

1.
Universality of Sins

2.
Corrupt Nature as Source of Sins

a.
Sin flows from a corrupt heart

b.
Biblical statements

(1)
Eph 2:3 "by nature children of wrath"

(2)
Rom. 5:12 "all have sinned"

(3)
Rom. 5:19 "One transgression has made many sinners"

(4)
1 Cor. 15:21-22 One man brought death to all
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Adamic Transgression as Source of the Corrupt Nature
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Problem:  What is the Connection Between Adam and Me?  How Can I Be Held Responsible For a Sin I Did Not Commit?
a.
I am not.  (Arminian)

b.
Covenant of Works: Adam is my representative (Federal)

c.
Unity of the race: we're all one family (Realistic)

D.
Arminian, Semi-Pelagian
1
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Position Stated
a.
Adam succumbed voluntarily

b.
Resulted in physical and intellectual infirmity

c.
Free will is weakened but not destroyed

d.
No guilt for inherited disability

e.
Each person sins of their own choice and with personal responsibility
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Arguments For
a.
Protect the justice of God

b.
Protects human freedom

c.
Rom. 5:12 --Death to all because all individually sinned
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Objections Against
a.
Adam's sin is linked directly to us

b.
Inherited disability still leads to universal sin

c.
Scripture pictures the whole person depraved

E.
Federal Headship
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Position Stated
a.
Adam appointed representative of the race

b.
Temporary probation

c.
Obedience merits eternal life for everyone he represents

d.
Disobedience merits eternal death for everyone he represents

e.
Because Adam sinned, guilt imputed to all.  It's the deal

f.
Depravity imparted into the nature of all humans by God (creationism)

g.
Rom. 5:12 All sinned = death to all because all regarded as sinners
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Arguments For
a.
Parallel to the imputation of Christ's righteousness (Rom. 5:19)

b.
Many other representatives -- Esau, Achan

c.
Explains guilt only of Adam's first sin

d.
Protects sinlessness of Christ -- Adam isn't His representative
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Objections Against
a.
Rom. 5:12 says all are sinners, not regarded as sinners

b.
"Sinned" h[marton normally means personal sin 

c.
Rom. 5:12-21 focuses on more on the differences between headships of Adam & Christ

d.
Covenant of works

(1)
 is not biblical

(2)
depends on an exact parallel between Adam & Christ

e.
Makes us guilty on the basis of an alien sin

f.
Impugns the justice of God

(1)
Makes God the direct author of moral evil

(2)
He calls and makes persons sinners who are not

(3)
God "violates" His own covenant by sending Christ

F.
Realistic Headship (Corporate Solidarity)
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Position Stated
a.
Adam is the head of the entire human race

b.
The entire human race (all two of them) sinned with resulting corruption to all

c.
That depraved nature imparted to everyone in the family (traducianism)

d.
Guilt is imputed on the basis of family solidarity

e.
Rom. 5:12: Death is passed to all because of family headship
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Arguments For
a.
Family and corporality is a biblical category for responsibility

b.
Esau and Achan are examples of family, not covenant connections
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Objections Against
a.
If depravity is inherited, it seems to reduce to materialism

b.
Implies transmission of all sins

c.
Children of regenerate persons should inherit regeneration

d.
Would have to involve Christ in original sin

e.
Makes us guilty on the basis of an alien sin.
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Summary Statement: "The first and second Adam are progenitors initiating two races of humans.  Each implies a whole kingdom or world (aeon), an order of life or death" (Oepke, TDNT, 542 This same kind of "corporate solidarity" is seen in family, nation, church, etc.  The basis of the unity varies with the institution.  In the case of Adam, it is best understood as realistic.

	
	Guilt Imputed?
	Corruption Imparted?

	Pelagian
	NO!
	No

	Arminian
	No
	Weakness

	Federal
	First
	Second

	Realistic
	Second
	First

	Wesleyan
	Yes but
	Yes but
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Consequences of Sin

A.
Relevant Questions

1 
How Far Did Adam Fall?
a.
Calvinist & Wesleyan: Total depravity, total inability

b.
Arminian: Weakened will, darkened understanding, but innate free will
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What Is The Sin Nature (sa,rx, sarx)?
a.
Nature: Sum of essential qualities or attributes of a thing; that which makes it what it is

b.
Human nature, sin nature, new nature

c.
Flesh (sa.rx, sarx)

(1)
Bodily flesh, body, meat or food (Rom. 2:28; Col 2:5)
(2)
Humanity or a generic person (Mark 13:20; Rom. 3:20; 1 Cor. 1:29; 2 Cor. 7:5; Gal. 1:16; 2:16)
(3)
Human nature

(a)
In its weakness (Isa. 40:6-8; Matt. 26:41; Rom. 6:19; 8:3; Gal 2:20)
(b)
Jesus' nature (John 1:14; Rom 8:3; Eph. 2:15; Col. 1:22; 1 Tim. 3:16; 1 Pet. 3:18; 1 John 4:2,3)
(4)
Of this world & its relationships (Rom. 1:3; 4:1; 9:3,8)
(5)
Sinful Nature (Paul only; developed from human only)

(a)
Living kata. sa,rka [kata sarka, according to the flesh] (Rom. 8:4-13; 13:14)
(b)
Seat of sinful passions (Rom. 7:18, 25; Gal. 5:16, 19; Eph. 2:3)
(c)
The realm, aeon, kingdom of sinners (Rom. 7:5; 8:8-9)

(6) Paul joins others in using evpiqumi,a| epithumia, evil desires, for the same concept. (Mark 4:19; Col. 3:5; Jas. 1:14; 1 Pet. 1:14-15; 2 Pet. 1:4; 1 John 2:16-17; Jude 16-18)

 
Is The Whole Person Depraved?
a.
Arminianism (not Arminius): Will is still free

"The unconverted have utterly no power to regenerate themselves, but they do have the moral capacity to appreciate and receive what God graciously offers" (J. Sidlow Baxter

b.
Wesleyan, Arminius & Calvinist: Yes

The whole man, from the crown of the head to the sole of the foot, is so deluged, as it were, that no part remains exempt from sin, and, therefore, everything which proceeds from him is imputed as sin. Calvin, Institutes, II.9.9

(1)
Mind: Eph 4:18
(2)
Will: Rom.6:16-17
(3)
Emotions: Tit. 3:3
(4)
Heart: Jer. 17:9
(5)
Conscience Tit. 1:15
(6)
Bodies: Rom. 8:10
c.
Biblical Descriptions

(1)
Rom. 1:18-32
(2)
Rom. 3:10-21
(3)
Eph. 4:17-19
(4)
Tit. 1:15-16
(5)
Tit. 3:3
4
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Are Fallen Humans Totally Depraved?

a.
Image of God Still Exists

(1)
Gen. 9:6
(2)
1 Cor. 11:7
(3)
Jas. 3:9
b.
There are Good Unsaved People

(1)
Abimelech Gen. 20
(2)
Balaam Num. 22-24
(3)
Rahab Josh. 2
(4)
Artaxerxes Ezra 7; Neh. 2
(5)
Good Samaritan Luke 10:30-37
(6)
Evil People Give Good Gifts Luke 11:13
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Can Sinners Free Themselves From Sin?
a.
Pelagians & Liberals: Yes: Just do it! Humans are fundamentally good and have the necessary resources to overcome the influences of sinful society. Humans can control themselves and their destinies through the physical, social and human sciences.
b.
Arminians: Kinda as one chooses to cooperate with God's grace from innate free will

c.
Wesleyan & Calvinists: No. God must initiate the change

(1)
Jer. 13:23

(2)
John 6:44, 65

(3)
John 8:34, 36

(4)
Rom. 3:10-18

(5)

5:6

(6)

6:16, 20

(7)

7:14-25

(8)

8:7

(9)
Eph. 2:1-3

(10)
1 Cor. 2:14

d.
Conclusion: Man's inability to free himself from sin and turn to God is evidenced everywhere in Scripture
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How Can Sinners Be Responsible If They Are Not Free?

a.
The sinner retains the image of God and has all the capacities for responsible moral agency

b.
God in no way coerces or constrains the person to sin other than in the severest form of judgment on sin Ex. 10:1ff; Deut. 2:30
c.
The sinner has freedom to choose in full accord with the prevailing disposition of his heart
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Human Freedom

 


a.
Contemporary Forms of Determinism
(1)
Sociological

(2)
Scientific

(3)
Psychological

(4)
Theistic

(a)
Islam

(b)
Calvinism

b.
What is Freedom?
c.
Free Will vs. Free Choice
(1)
Absolute free choice -- Choosing from a full menu without limitation

(2)
Libertarian free choice -- Choosing from several possible options. 

a. Arminian: God never interferes with our choice.

b. Ship: God sometimes limits and interferes with our choice

c. Compatibilism: There is no such thing. 

(3)
Voluntary free choice -- Choosing according to my desires

(4)
Constrained choice -- exercising choice but under coercion

(5)
Biblical view of free will -- Able to choose what is good and right. It is not so much the right to do whatever we want, but the want to do what is right. John 8:32-36
The American cultural value is having the freedom to choose. The biblical value is in the rightness of what we choose. 

d.
The Paradox of Moralism
(1)
We are often responsible for things we do not personally choose

(2)
Corporate solidarity
B.
Relation with God
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Wrath

2
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Guilt
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Alienation
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Death

C.
Relation with Others
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Shared Guilt
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Alienation
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Competition

D.
Relation to Society

1
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Nationalism
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Injustice
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Societal Sin

E.
Relation to Self

1
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Enslavement
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Pride

a.
Arrogance

b.
False Humility
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Shame
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Fear
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Escapism

F.
Relation with Creation

1
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Solidarity of Creation
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Cursed, Groaning Creation
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Abuse of Dominion

G.
General Characteristics of American Non-Christians (adapted from Brothwich, Stop Witnessing & Start Loving)
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Essentially ignorant of Christianity
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Seek to live now. Don't think of death or afterlife
3

SEQ 1_3 \* alphabetic \c 
More aware of doubt and shame than guilt 
4.
Negative image of the church

5.
Alienated from God, community and creation

6.
Untrusting of leaders and powerful people; very gullible for nice people

7.
Very self centered thinking

8.
Experience the world, history and life as out of control

9.
Want a deeper spirituality

10.
Generally see themselves as good and nice.

VI
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Punishment of Sin

A.
Natural Punishment

1
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Individual

2
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Societal

B.
Purpose of Punishment

C.
Death

D.
The Sin Unto Death 1 John 5:16-17
E.
The Unpardonable Sin Matt. 12:31-32
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Some Particular Heinous Sin
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Using the Spirit's Name as a Curse
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Rejecting Messiah. Only Possible in Jesus' Day
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Hardened, Persistent, Intentional Attitude of Destroying Christianity.

F.
Eternal Status of Infants/Mentally Incompetents
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Spiritual Death Imputed from Adam. Personal Faith in Jesus Is Condition to Salvation.
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Spiritual Death Imputed from Adam. Death in Infancy is a Special Sign of Election
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Universal Atonement Cancels Adamic Guilt. Spiritual Death only for Personal Sin.
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Spiritual Status Connected with Family.  Infants Go with Parents.
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We Can Trust God to Do What is Right.
VII
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Some Implications

A.
True and False Guilt

B.
Dealing with Shame

C.
Anger at Evil

D.
Love Sinners While Hating Sin

