THS 502 OUTLINE

SOTERIOLOGY
Gerry Breshears, Ph.D.
GBreshears@WesternSeminary.edu

Western Seminary, Portland
January, 2011
Note: These are outlines that I use in my classes. You are welcome to use them in any way that honors the Lord Jesus Christ. If you have comments at any point, I'd welcome them. 

The original language fonts used in these notes are available for free from www.Bibleworks.com. You can download them and install them so you can see the original language stuff in Greek and Hebrew fonts. 

The mediocre teacher tells.  

The good teacher explains.  

The superior teacher demonstrates.  

The great teacher inspires.

-- William Arthur Ward

I.
Salvation

A.
The Meaning of the Word

1.
Conversion

2.
Election through glorification

3. Three tenses of Salvation

a. Past 

i. Eph. 2:4-8

ii. 2 Tim. 1:8-9

iii. Tit. 3:4-5

b. Present

i. 1 Cor. 1:18

ii. 2 Cor. 2:15

iii. Phil. 2:12-13

c. Future

i. Rom. 5:9-10

ii. Rom. 13:11

iii. Heb. 9:28

B.
Theories of Salvation

1.
Saved from What?

a.
Sin

(1)
Guilt

(2)
Power

(3)
Presence

b.
Alienation from God

c.
Powers of Darkness

d.
Guilt (What I've done) & Shame (What I am)

e.
Troubles 

f.
Condemnation

2.
Saved to What?

a.
Fulfilled Life

b.
Fellowship with God

c.
Health, Wealth & Happiness

3.
Saved by What?

a.
Grace (David)

b.
Works (Saul)

II.
The Steps of Salvation:  Ordo Salutis
A.
Ordo Salutis 

1.
Logical Order of Elements of Salvation

2.
General Pattern vs. Individual Application

B.
Historia Salutis
1.
How God Worked in My Life History to Accomplish Salvation

2.
How God Worked in History to Accomplish Salvation 

C.
Ordering in Various Systems

1.
Arminian (Mennonites, Brethren, Church of Christ, many Pentecostal, some Baptists)
2.
Wesleyan (Wesleyans, Free Methodists, Nazarenes, Evangelical Church of North America, Christian & Missionary Alliance, Pentecostal Holiness groups, Salvation Army, some Evangelical Free churches)
3.
Calvinistic (Presbyterians, Reformed Church, many Baptists, some Pentecostal)
D.
Common Affirmations

1.
Human Condition in Sin is Desperate. Dignity & Depravity

2.
Christ's Work on the Cross is of Infinite Value

3.
Salvation is Only by Grace through Faith

4.
The Preached Gospel is the Means of Salvation

5.
Threefold Mission of the Church

a.
Exaltation

b.
Evangelism

c.
Edification
6.
Security of the Believer

III.
Preparation for Salvation:  

A.
Election

1.
Basic Definition: Verb: "To Choose": Before the foundation of the world, God chose to give people in Christ every spiritual blessing; Noun: "the chosen": The people in Christ whom God chose before the foundation of the world to receive every spiritual blessing. Note that both Calvinists and Wesleyan-Arminians agree with this definition.

2.
The Decisive Question:

Who makes the decisive choice to be in Christ? Does the Bible describe foreknowledge of human free decision as the basis of election or does it describe God choosing sinners according to His own gracious purpose? 
3.
Major Views

a.
Wesleyan-Arminian

(1)
Basic Definition:

Before the foundation of the world, God, on the basis of foreknown human faith, chose in Christ individuals to be heirs of eternal life.

(2)
View Explained

(a)
Emphasizes God’s love, compassion, and mercy and His initiative of grace toward all humans.  

(b)
All persons are dead in sin, i.e., separated from God and totally unable to repair the relationship.  

(c)
(Wesleyan) By means of prevenient grace God frees all persons from depravity just enough that they can make their own free choice for or against Jesus.

(Arminian) Because God limited the consequences of Adamic sin, all humans have innate free will so that they can make their own free choice for or against Jesus.

(d)
Before the foun​dation of the world, God elected (chose) those whom He foreknew would respond positively to His grace-enabled call to salvation. 

(e)
He chose from eternity to bless the ones who will receive and keep the gos​pel with every spiritual blessing. Because God's fore​knowledge is perfect, those whom He elected (chose) will all be saved.
b.
Calvinism

(1)
Basic Definition

Before the foundation of the world, God chose certain individuals to be recipients of eternal life solely on the basis of His gracious purpose apart from any human merit or action.
(2)
View Explained

(a)
Emphasizes God’s holiness, justice, and sovereignty, and His initiative of grace toward totally sinful people. 

(b)
All persons are dead in sin, i. e., separated from God and totally unable to repair the relationship.

(c)
Before the foundation of the world, God elected (chose) some for salvation.  This choice is based wholly upon His own purposes and had no basis whatever in human merit or actions.  

(d)
Because He foreknows His plan that cannot fail because His working cannot be frustrated, those whom He elected (chose) will all be saved.
c.
Arguments for the Wesleyan Position

(1)
God's stated purpose is the salvation of the whole world. Jesus atoned for the sins of every human being.  It is the divine intention that all persons shall avail themselves of their blood bought privileges in Christ Jesus (John 3:16‑18; 1 Tim. 2:1‑6; Titus 2:11; 2 Pet. 3:9; 1 John 2:1-2; 4:14)

(2)
Election (1 Pet. 1:1‑2) and predestination (Rom. 8:29‑30) are based upon foreknowledge.  Election is God's sovereign and gracious choos​ing of those whom He fore​knew would freely accept and hold fast the offered salvation in Christ.  Predestination is God's effective determination to bring the elect to glori​fication.

(3)
Originally all humans were posse non peccare.  But since the fall no one is able not to sin (people are non posse non peccare).  Human freedom is always limited by the Adamic nature.  Humans in their fallen state are totally unable to save themselves.  The Holy Spirit brought the grace of God to all (Titus 2:11) to the extent that all have the freedom to determine for themselves whether the offer of saving grace is accepted or rejected.  This freeing of the will is also implied in the large number of exhortations to turn to God (Matt. 18:3; Acts 3:19), repent (Matt. 3:2; Mark 1:15; Acts 2:38; Acts 17:30), and believe (John 6:29; 14:1; Acts 16:31; 1 John 3:21).
d.
Arguments for the Calvinist Position

(1)
Preliminary Questions (from Strong)

(a)
Has God the right to show more grace to some?

i)
Matt. 20:12‑15
ii)
Rom. 9:20‑21
(b)
Has God exercised this right?

i)
Rom. 3:1‑2
ii)
John 15:16
iii)
Acts 9:9, 15
(c)
Has God some purpose other than the salvation of as many as possible?

i)
Rom. 9:22‑25
(2)
Scriptural Evidence

(a)
God chose some for salvation.

i)
Acts 13:48
ii)
Eph. 1:3‑11
iii)
2 Thess. 2:13
(b)
This choice was from eternity

i)
Eph. 1:5‑8
ii)
2 Tim. 1:9
(c)
Salvation is due wholly to God's action

i)
John 1:13
ii)
John 6:44
iii)
John 10:26
iv)
1 Cor. 10:30
v)
James 1:18
vi)
1 Cor. 1:30
e.
Responses to Double Predestination

(1)
1 Peter 2:8
(a)
Did God plan the fate of the disbelievers or their disobedience?

(b)
"doomed" is supplied in NASB.  Grammatically this is impossible.  

(c)
Singular "which" agrees with singular "Word" not plural "disobedience"

(d)
Jews were disobedient to their destiny as stewards of the revelation of God

(2)
Romans 9:22-23

	
	v. 22
	v. 23

	"flavor"
	
	

	Main Verb
	
	

	Vessels of . . 
	
	

	Who prepared
	
	

	For what
	
	

	God's attitude
	
	


(a)
Who made these vessels of wrath, vessels for destruction?  The text does not say God did.  God's attitude toward these vessels is patience.

(b)
In verse 23 God is specifically noted as the One who prepared the vessels of mercy. This verse is not parallel to verse 22.

(c)
In verses 30-32 Paul makes the application.  Israel did not believe.  That is why she is not saved.

B.
Biblical Teaching

1.
Objects of Election

a.
Israel

b.
Christ

c.
Humans

(1)
for salvation

(2)
for service Isa. 44:28; 45:1
2.
Biblical Givens in Election

a.
All humans are dead (not non-functional, but separated from God) in sin, slaves of sin, etc.  There is a universal disability of the affections.  All humans refuse to love God above all else, preferring self to God Rom. 8:7; Eph. 2:1-3
b.
A prior working of grace is necessary to overcome this spiritual inability John 6:44, 65
c.
God desires the salvation of all humans 1 Tim. 2:1-4, 2 Peter 3:9; Rev. 21:6; 22:17
d.
God provides ransom for every human at the Cross 1 Tim. 2:6, 1 John 2:2
e.
Salvation is always a free gift of God, not the result of our making ourselves useful to Him. Ex. 33:19; Rom 3:22-24; 9:16; 11:6; 1 Cor. 4:7; Eph. 2:8-9; 2 Tim. 1:9; Tit. 3:5
f.
The promise/command, "If you believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, you will be saved," is true for all humans.  John 3:16; Acts 16:31 All John 6:37 and only John 14:6; Act 4:12 those who come to God through Jesus Christ will be saved.
f.
Many are still lost. God's desire for universal salvation is frustrated. Rev. 20:12-15
g.
God does elect some for special favor: Abram, Israel, disciples, Saul/Paul. This election includes salvation, holiness and mission.  It is corporate in the sense that people are called into the people of God and the body of Christ Acts 13:48, Gal. 1:15; Eph. 1:3-11; 2 Tim. 1:9
h.
The object of God's foreknowledge is not specified in Romans 8:29 or 1 Peter 1:1-2.  It does not focus on faith or faithfulness at least in some cases.  Foreknowledge of Israel certainly was not based on their faithfulness either before or during the time of their choosing.  Rom. 11:2
i.
Faith is a human act in response to God's grace. There is no good thing whatsoever that merits God's grace Eph. 2:8-9
j.
There is effectual calling, an irresistible redemptive grace, for some: Abram, Saul/Paul John 6:44, 1 Cor. 1:23-27
k.
There is a resistible redemptive grace for some. Acts 7:51; Rom. 2:4-10; Titus 2:11
3.
The "Warm Cookie" Model of Election
a. God draws all people. With some the drawing is effectual (Saul) while with others it is enabling so they can make their own choice (Lydia).

b. God works in very special ways with some (Cornelius) but works in rather ordinary ways with others (Agrippa).

c. God works against the intent of some (Saul) but works with the intent of others (Cornelius)

d. God works graciously with all people, but in different ways with different people and different ways with the same person at different times. This is not contradictory because He does not work in different ways with the same person at the same time.

e. Summary: There is John 3:16, 1 Tim. 2:3-6, 2 Pet. 3:9 where it's clear that God wants all saved. There are also passages like Acts 9:5-15, especially 15 supported by Gal. 1:15 along with Acts 13:48 which are very Calvinistic. Then there is the almost totally overlooked passage in Rom. 2:4-11 where God's kindness leads all to repentance with the following verses making it clear that some (5-6, 8-9) reject His leading and getting wrath but with others (7, 10) "doing good" which equals responding to His leading and getting eternal life. It's true that there must be a drawing for people to come (John 6:44), but it's not true either that all drawn come or that draw necessarily means dragged (it also means woo). That coupled with passages like John 12:32 makes it clear that all are drawn, akin to Rom. 2.

So the bottom line is that all humans are drawn because God truly wants them to come to Him. No one can say, "God wasn't interested in me, He didn't help me." Many of those drawn ones resist, preferring to worship and serve other gods and end up in hell. Others, receiving the same drawing, respond and come to salvation. There are some who are specially selected in Calvinistic ways.

Ephesians 1:3-13 speaks of God's predetermined choice to grant super blessings to all "in-Christ-folk" but never specifies how one gets into Christ. Everyone adds some words in a key place: Most Calvinists make it say "For he chose us to be in him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight." Most Wesleyan-Arminians make it say "For he chose us who choose to be in him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight." No one supports their additional words (really an unjustified interpretation), especially Calvinists who just assume their interpretation. I think it is best understood as "For he chose us who are in him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight." How you get into Christ varies from person to person. 

C.
The Dimensions of Grace

1.
Key Teaching Passages

a.
Grace as God's unmerited favor, unconditional acceptance
(1)
2 Sam. 9 (Story Illustrating the Wonder of Grace)

(2)
Rom. 3-6, esp. 3:24; 4:4
(3)
Rom. 11:5-6
(4)
Gal. 2-3, esp. 2:21
(5)
Gal. 5:1, 13
(6)
Eph. 2:1-10
(7)
Phil.1:6

(8) 2 Tim. 1:9

(9) Acts 15:11
(10) Heb. 13:9
b.
Grace as empowerment or equipping:

(1)
Acts 4:33
(2)
1 Cor. 15:10
(3)
2 Cor. 9:8, 14
(4)
2 Cor. 12:9

(5) Eph. 4:7

(6) 2 Tim. 2:1
(7) Full of grace and power = Full of the Spirit Acts 6:5, 8
c.
Grace related to enlivening & cleansing from sin
(1)
Rom. 6:1, 14-17
(2)
2 Cor. 6:1ff; 8:1-7
(3)
Eph. 1:7
(4)
Eph. 2:5-8
d.
Grace related to gifts (giftings)

(1)
Rom. 12:6
(2)
1 Pet. 4:10

(3)
1 Cor. 1:4-7
e.
Grace given

(1)
Rom. 15:15
(2)
Gal. 2:9
(3)
Heb. 4:16
f.
Grace = Christianity

(1)
Entering Rom. 5:2
(2)
Abiding in Acts 13:43
(3)
Falling from Gal. 5:4
(4)
= Gospel Acts 14:3; 20:24, 32
2.
Grace & Fair

a.
Grace Isn't Fair. 

b.
Grace Isn't Not Fair. 

c.
Grace Is Free. 

d.
Our Response Is Gratitude and Joy vs. Rights and Complaint

3.
Definition 
a.
General or Common Grace: God's non-redemptive goodness extended to all persons. For example, he provides rain and fruitful seasons for everyone.

(1)
Elements: 


(a)
Restraint of sin


(b)
Preservation of righteousness


(c)
Postponement of judgment 
(2)
Means:


(a)
Government, Family, Conscience


(b)
Church, Gospel, Bible
b.
Soteriological

(1)
Spiritual Inability and Soteriological Grace: John. 3:3; 8:34, 36; Rom. 3:10-18; 5:6,8; 6:16; 8:7, 8; 1 Cor. 2:14; Eph. 2:1-3, Tit. 3:3
4.
Prevenient Grace

a.
Definition: 

"God . . . restores to the sinner the ability to make a favorable response to God.  In other words, . . . God in His grace makes it possible for all to be saved."  (Thiessen, Lectures in Systematic Theology, 1st ed., p. 155).

b.
Elements

(1)
Unique to the Wesleyan System

(2)
From Latin Prevenio, "Come Ahead or Arrive Before"

(3)
Wesleyans Emphasize Pervasive Depravity and Spiritual Inability

(4)
Includes Common Grace Which Is Non-redemptive 

(5)
For Every Individual

(6)
Universal Enabling to Free Choice to Accept or Reject Gospel

(7)
Asserts that God Does not Force Anyone to Salvation; Denies Effectual Grace

c.
Evidence

(1)
God Takes Initiative in Salvation Gen. 3:8, 9; John 15:16, Etc.

(2)
Freedom to Accept Gospel Implied Command to Convert.

(3)
Rom. 2:4-10
(4)
Tit. 2:11
(5)
John 12:32
d.
Problems

(1)
Wesleyan View Denies any Effectual Grace

(2)
Limited Biblical Evidence

5.
Effectual (Particular, Irresistible) Grace

a.
Definition

The gracious act of the Holy Spirit in the heart of the elect that infallibly leads to conviction of sin and belief in the gospel. 
"Grace is by no means offered by God to be rejected or accepted as it may seem good to one: it is that same grace alone which inclines our heart to follow its movement, and produces in it the fruits of the same" (Calvin, Institutes, II.3.13). It is like an invasion of the inner being of man so that he is impelled to accept and believe.
b.
Elements

(1)
Unique to the Calvinist System

(2)
Calvinists Emphasize Pervasive Depravity and Spiritual Inability

(3)
Beyond Common Grace Which Is Non-redemptive

(4)
For Elect Individuals

(5)
Specific Working to Guarantee Choice to Accept Gospel

c.
Evidence

(1)
Isa 55:11
(2)
John 6:44
(3)
Rom. 8:30
(4)
Rom. 11:29
(5)
1 Cor. 1:23-29
(6)
2 Tim. 1:9
d.
Problems

(1)
Universal Passages

(a)
Matt. 22:14
(b)
John 16:8-11
(2)
Draw (e[lkw) Can Be Universal Attraction vs. Limited Dragging

(a)
John 12:32
(b)
S. of S. 1:4
(c)
Jer. 31:3
(d)
Eccl. 2:3
(e)
Psa. 119:131
(f)
4 Macc. 14:13
(g)
Wis. 19:4
(3)
Limited Biblical Evidence

IV.
The Beginning of Salvation

A.
Union with Christ

1.
Key Teaching Passages Col. 3:1-15
3: 
You have
5: 
Put 

8: 
Rid yourself (Put off) 
9: 
You have taken off 
10: 
You have put on
12: 
Clothe yourself (put on) 
2.
"In Christ" Objective
3.
"With Christ" Identification
4.
"Spirit in Us" Subjective
B.
Calling

Moses stuttered.

David's armor didn't fit.

John Mark was rejected by Paul.

Timothy had ulcers.

Hosea's wife was a prostitute.

Amos' only training was in the school of fig-tree pruning.

Jacob was a liar.

David had an affair.

Solomon was too rich.

Jesus was too poor.

Abraham was too old.

David was too young.

Peter was afraid of death.

Lazarus was dead.

John was self-righteous.

Naomi was a widow.

Paul was a murderer.

So was Moses.

Jonah ran from God.

Miriam was a gossip.

Gideon and Thomas both doubted.

Jeremiah was depressed and suicidal.

Elijah was burned out.

John the Baptist was a loudmouth.

Martha was a worrywart.

Mary was lazy.

Samson had long hair.

Noah got drunk.

Did I mention that Moses had a short fuse?

So did Peter, Paul--well, lots of folks did.

1.
General Calling

a.
Key Teaching Passages

(1)
Matt. 28:18-20
(2)
Acts 1:8
(3)
Rom. 10:13-17
b.
Content

(1)
We Are Separated from God. Rom. 3:23; 5:6, 8, 10; Eph. 2:12; Col. 1:21
(2)
Christ Has Done Everything Necessary to Reconcile Us to God, Including Paying for Sin's Penalty Both Now and Forever. Rom. 3:24-25; 2 Cor. 5:14-21
(3)
Would You like to Receive New Life in Christ? (Would You like to Be like Christ?  The Hope We Offer an Unbeliever Includes but Is More than Justification.) John 1:12; 3:16-18
(4)
You Receive this New Life Simply by Faith, Receiving God's Gift, Trusting that what Christ Did Is True for You. Acts 16:31; Eph. 1:8-9; Tit. 3:4-7
2.
Effectual Calling: See Effectual Grace

C.
Conversion: Repentance and faith
1. 
Characteristics of Conversion

a.
An Act of Faith (Entrustment) Which Results in Turning from Sin to a New Life of Following Christ Who Is the Only Hope for Life with God, Renouncing All Other Hopes.

b.
Point or Process?

c.
Response to Divine Initiative

2. 
Elements of Conversion

a.
Repentance
The English word means "to be sorry again" which is an awful translation of the Greek metaneo (μετανοέω) "change mind or heart" which translates the Hebrew shub "come back, turn around." Much better Gnilka: "Repentance means the radical recognition of God." The consistent pattern of behavior shows one's deepest values, commitments, assumptions (Matt. 7:16-19; Luke 6:43-49; Jas. 3:110-16). In repentance one must change those deepest values, commitments, assumptions about what is important in life. Then one's life style will change accordingly. If there is no change, then true repentance has not happened.
 (1)
Key Teaching Passages

(a)
Acts 11:21; 14:15; 26:18 (evpistre,fw)

(b)
Acts 3:19; 20:21; 26:20 (metanoe,w)

(c)
1 Thess. 1:9; Jas. 5:20; 2 Pet. 3:9
(2)
A change of mind about who is God and what is truly important in my life.

(3)
Elements of Repentance Matt. 3:8; Acts 26:20; 2 Tim. 2:25-26
(a)
“Coming to our senses” Luke 15:17 often following pain when reality snaps back because of our sin.
(b)
Acknowledgment of sin: “I’ve sinned against heaven and against you” Luke 15:18
(c)
Resulting change of behaviors

(4)
Necessary at Conversion?

(5)
Repentance in the Believer
(a)
Luther’s first thesis (of the 95): Our Lord and Master Jesus Christ, when He said Poenitentiam agite [you must repent], willed that the whole life of believers should be repentance.
(b)
Lord Bryon, the romantic poet expresses the world’s view: Vain voice! The spirit burning but unbent, May writhe — rebel — the weak alone repent. (The Corsair, Canto II)
(c)
Biblical grace-based repentance is a sign of strength coming from feeling loved and secure. It liberates us from need for pretence, evasion, and deception, from the need to defend and control what everyone thinks. It enables authenticity, vulnerability and intimacy. 
 b.
Faith

"Faith is not like a stack of bargaining chips that we use in our relationship with God – if we have enough chips, we can pretty much force God to do whatever we want. Faith does not believe in itself; it believes in God. It doesn't try to manufacture confidence in itself; instead it turns to God. Faith implies that we bring nothing to God; it asks everything from God" Sittser, When God Doesn't Answer Your Prayer, 98.
(1)
Key Teaching Passages

(2)
Three Elements of Faith

(a)
Notitia
Knowledge John 2:23-24; Acts 8:32; Jas. 2:19
(b)
Assensus
Assent Matt. 13:20-21; John 8:30, 31
(c)
Fiducia 
Trust, Commitment, Reliance on a Reliable God Rom 10:9-10
(3)
Faith, then, is founded on knowledge of the God of revelation come in Christ, turns on whole person loyalty and trust, results in confession both in word and deeds of obedience.

(4)
Definitions

(a)
Believing What You Know Ain't True

(b)
Taking God at His Word
(c)
Faith is a firm and certain knowledge of God's benevolence toward us, founded upon the truth of the freely given promise in Christ, both revealed to our minds and sealed upon our hearts through the Holy Spirit. (Calvin, Institutes, III.ii.7)

(5)
Aspects

(a)
Content (the facts about Christ, etc.) 

(b)
Experience (being saved by faith)

(6)
Whose Faith Is It?

(a)
John 3:16
(b)
John 20:31
(c)
Acts 3:16
(d)
Acts 14:27
(e)
Acts 16:31
(f)
Eph. 2:8-9
i

SEQ 1_7 \* alphabetic \r 0 
This (Neut. Sing.)

ii

SEQ 1_7 \* alphabetic \c 
Faith (Fem. Sing.)
(7)
Salvation by Faith?

c.
Combined Elements

(1)
Mark 1:15
(2)
Acts 11:21
(3)
Acts 20:21
(4)
Acts 26:18-20
(5)
1 Thess. 1:9
(6)
Heb. 6:1
d.
Different Conversions

(1)
National (Jonah)

(2)
Temporary (Matt. 13:20-21)

(3)
Compare Ethiopian Eunuch, Saul, Cornelius, Lydia, Agrippa (Acts 26:18)
D.
Regeneration: Implanted new heart and indwelling Holy Spirit
1

SEQ 1_3 \* alphabetic \r 0 
Key Teaching Passages

a.
John 3:3-8
b.
Ezek. 36:25-28
c.
John 1:13
d.
1 Pet. 1:23

e.
Heb. 10:15-22
f.
Tit. 3:3-7
(1)
Rebirth is Past Tense for All Christians (4-5)

(2)
Appears Once for All, a Decisive Change (3-4)

(3)
Source of Change is not in Us (5)

(4)
Agent is Holy Spirit (5)

(5)
Result is Eternal Life (7)

2. 
Descriptions

a.
Re-Creation 2 Cor. 4:6; 5:17; Gal. 6:15; Eph. 2:10; Tit. 3:5
b.
Resurrection Eph. 2:5; Col. 2:13
c.
Reborn John 3:3-8; Jas. 1:18
3. 
Cause

a.
Human Will?

b.
Truth?

c.
Holy Spirit?

(1)
John 1:13
(2)
Col. 2:13
(3)
Tit. 3:5
(4)
Jas. 1:18
(5)
1 Pet. 1:3
4. 
Characteristics of Regeneration

a.
It is not
(1)
Substantial Change (like Intelligence)

(2)
Change in One Part of the Person (like spirit)

b.
It is the implantation of the new heart, the change of the deepest values from which our acts and attitudes come. It is the change of the basic disposition, direction of the person. This is an imparted righteousness by grace alone through faith alone in Christ alone at the time of conversion. 

In salvation, therefore, there is a washing and a renewing, a change in the innermost attitudes and inclinations of man’s heart of such a nature that it can be compared only with the generation and birth of life. Unlike natural birth, however, this birth does not have its origin in the will of man but in the sovereign power of God. It is a birth that is not of the flesh nor of blood but of the Spirit (John 1:13). The analogy of birth shows that regeneration is a radical change, which brings one from an earlier condition of pollution and death to a renewed state of holiness and life.


In the same vein the Bible speaks of one who has been regenerated as a “new creation” in Christ (2 Cor 5:17). According to Paul (Gal 6:15), what really matters is a new creation. Thus the Christian is exhorted to “put on the new nature, created after the likeness of God in true righteousness and holiness” (Eph 4:24). So also the new birth is described as a being “brought forth” (James 1:18), a “quickening” (John 5:21: Eph 2:5 KJV). The believer is said to have been made alive from the dead (Rom 6:13). He is also called “his workmanship” (Eph 2:10). (Zondervan Pictorial Bible Encyclopedia)

c.
Unique Elements

(1)
Unilateral Action of God

(2)
Emphasis is Newness, Not Improvement

(3)
Regeneration Inaugurates Ongoing Relationship

(a)
Justification Inaugurates Ongoing Status

(b)
Sanctification Inaugurates Ongoing Growth

d.
Longings of Regenerate Heart

(1)
Word

(2)
Prayer

(3)
Worship

(4)
Fellowship

(5)
Service

(6)
Holiness

(7)
Witness

(8)
Home

5. 
Key Problems

a.
The Relation Between Calling, Conver​sion, Regener​ation

(1)
Harder Calvinist: Effectual Calling, Regener​ation, Conver​sion

(2)
Moderate Calvinist: Effectual Calling, Conver​sion, Regener​ation

(3)
Wesleyan-Arminian: Verbal Calling, Conver​sion, Regener​ation
b.
Infant Salvation

(1)
John 3:16-18 - Only those who believe are saved

(2)
Death in infancy is a sign of special election. Some Calvinists

(3)
Universal atonement paid the guilt of Adamic sin - Only those who sin personally end up in hell - Moderate Calvinists, Wesleyan-Arminian 

(4)
Families are corporate units - children go with parents

(5)
Bible doesn't say. We can trust YHWH Yeshua to do right
c.
Baptismal Regeneration

E.
Justification: forgiveness (forensic) and acceptance (familial) 
1. 
Key Issues

a.
What Does "To Justify" (qd;c', dikaio,w) Mean?

(1)
Does God Make Sinners Righteous?

(2)
Does God Declare Sinners Righteous?

b.
When Does Justification Happen?

(1)
Conversion

(2)
Baptism

(3)
Final Judgment

c.
Who Is Justified?

(1)
All Christians

(2)
All Pure Christians

2. 
Key Teaching Passages

a.
Old Testament

(1)
Ex. 23:7; Deut. 25:1; Prov. 17:15
(2)
Gen. 15:6


God imputed the righteousness of Jesus to Abram based on his faith.


Abram took God at His word and God commended him for it.

(3)
Hab. 2:4
(4)
Isa. 12:2; 26:3-4; 28:16-17
b.
New Testament

(1)
Rom. 1:16-17 the one who is justified by faith will live by faith
(2)
Rom. 3:21-31
(3)
Rom. 4:1-5:1
(4)
Rom. 9:30-32
(5)
Gal. 2:14-3:3
(6)
Acts 13:38-39
(7)
Jas. 2:14-21
(87)
Col. 1:23; Heb. 3:14

3.
Meaning of "dikaio,w, to justify

a.
To cause someone to be in a proper or right relation with someone else; to accept Rom. 3:24; 4:25
b.
To demonstrate that something is just, morally right; to vindicate Rom. 3:4
(1)
being in accordance with what God requires Matt. 1:19
(2)
being in a right relationship with someone Rom 1:17
(3)
being proper or right Phil. 1:7
c.
To acquit, to set free, to remove guilt Acts 13:38-39; Rom 5:16,18; 6:7

4. 
The Ground of Justification

a.
Alien Righteousness

(1)
From Outside

(2)
Righteousness of Jesus

(3)
My Moral Nature Is Never Fully Righteous In This Life
b.
By Grace through Faith

(1)
God's Free Gift of Membership in His Family

(2)
Accepting God's Acceptance

(3)
Wholly Apart from Merit

(4)
Not Conditioned on Obedience Before, During or After Conversion

(5)
Saving Faith is a Living Faith not an Intellectual Faith
5. 
Nature

a.
Forensic

(1)
Having to Do with Judgment, A Courtroom Perspective

(2)
Declarative not Transformative

(3)
Objective not Subjective
b.
Familial, Relational

(1)
Coming into God's Family

(2)
All Obligations of Entering the Relationship Have Been Satisfied in Jesus

c.
Complete

(1)
Completed by Christ

(2)
Fully Accepted

(a)
not as I might be

(b)
not as I will be

(c)
but as I am
6. 
Elements

a.
Remission of Punishment

b.
Adoption

7. 
Crucial Affirmations about Justification

a.
It's a Declaration

b.
It's about Sinners

c.
It's Past Tense for All Believers
8. 
Questions for Developing the Doctrine

a.
What happens when a person is justified?

b.
What is sin?

c.
What is faith?

d.
What is grace?

e.
Is it possible to be partially justified? Why?

f.
Does justification occur at conversion, spirit baptism, water baptism, Christian life, death, judgment, entrance to heaven?

g.
What must I do to be justified? To keep justification?

h.
In justification, is righteousness infused or imparted or imputed?

i.
After justification do I still have concupiscence? Sin nature? Am I still sinful? Do I still sin?

j.
Is justification a matter of forensic (legal) standing or relationship with God?
9. 
Justification and Works

a.
Connected with Living Faith, Regeneration, and Indwelling Spirit

b.
Works Are Never the Basis of Justification

c.
Faith Alone Saves, But The Faith That Saves is Never Alone (John Calvin)
10. 
Questions for Lordship Salvation

a.
Must I Accept Jesus as Lord to Accept Him as Savior?

b.
Can One Be Justified without Also Being Regenerated? 

11. 
What Does Bible Mean by Salvation by Works

a.
I have keep doing stuff to make God like me which leads to total insecurity

b.
If I follow the rules, God owes me blessing which leads to total ritualism

c.
I am special enough that God is lucky to have me on His team, which leads to total arrogance
12. 
What Are Misunderstanding of Salvation by Grace?

a.
If I say the right phrases, I get a free ride to heaven

b.
If I believe the right truths, I am saved 
13. 
Current Roman Catholic Development 

"To Be Just Means Simply to Be With Christ and in Christ. . . . Luther's expression ‘sola fide’ is true if faith is not opposed to charity, to love. Faith is to look at Christ, to entrust oneself to Christ, to be united to Christ, to be conformed to Christ . . . That is why in the Letter to the Galatians, St. Paul develops above all his doctrine on justification; he speaks of faith that operates through charity.” 

Pope Benedict XVI

On St. Paul and Justification, Nov. 19, 2008 

http://www.zenit.org/article-24302?l=english 

V. 
Continuing Salvation

Strength of character consists of two things

power of will

and power of self restraint.

 It requires therefore for its existence

strong feelings

and command over them.

A.
Big Pictures of the Christian Life

1.
Saved vs. Journey to Salvation

a. 
Child of God (Western Church): We are God’s kids by His grace, not of our works, lest any one should boast. We grow to maturity with Abba's help. In non-Calvinist models, we can lose the status if we commit apostasy.
b.
Journey (Eastern Church): Those who repent are on a journey to holiness and acceptance into heaven. God will help us get there, but it’s our job to press on. We can fail to achieve the goal through losing hope or not dealing with sin. You cannot "lose you salvation," because it's a goal to achieve, not a status to possess. 

2.
Expectation in Christian Life
a.
Obedience Model: God has given rules for His children to follow. My basic desires are sinful and selfish. I must obey God. If I do what I want, I will always sin. God is the holy Father, and the Christian life is a constant struggle to achieve acceptance with God. "Not my will, but Thine be done." "Not I, but Christ." "The Lord used me to . . ."
b.
Airplane model: Sit back, relax, enjoy the life. If there’s anything you'd like to make your Christian life more comfortable, just ask and we’ll get for you. The LORD blesses me well. Your best life now. 

c. 
New Covenant: I have the Christ like values implanted in my heart (deepest passions, values, etc.) so my deepest desires are godly. I also have powerful sinful desires. If I stop and think, prayerfully, in grace community, and do what will make me most deeply happy, then I will almost always do the right thing. “I served God with delight.”
B.
Sanctification

1. 
Key Models of Sanctification

a.
Areas of Agreement Among All Evangelicals

(1)
We are justified by grace alone through faith alone in Christ alone.

(2)
There is a difference in standing (position) and state (condition) at least at conversion

(a)
Standing - not guilty; imputed righteousness (justification)

(b)
State - personal moral condition (moral sanctification)

(c) 
I am perfectly child of God, but not a perfect child of God

(3)
Holiness is a number one priority for all Christians

(4)
All believers are indwelt by the Holy Spirit at conversion

(5)
Absolute perfection is not possible in this world

(6)
The Spirit gives power for holiness to all belie​vers

(7)
There is a distinction between willful sin (rebellion) & depraved (bent) character (evil desires)
(8)
There are empowering experiences subsequent to conversion

b.
Wesleyan

Entire Sanctification: Receiving entirely by faith a cleansed heart, subsequent to regeneration, so that one is freed from the inherited sin nature. "Jesus'll do it!"

c.
Keswick

Exchanged Life: The "Normal Christian Life" is sustained victory based on finished work and living presence of Christ and the Spirit, achieved by unconditional surrender to Spirit's control.  "Let go & let God." "Die, not do"

d.
Contemplative

The believer's heart is refined by the consuming fire of God's holy love as we dwell in the presence of His person in (mystical) contemplation.  "Dwell, not do." 

e.
Deliverance

Believers are in bondage to dark spiritual powers and can move to maturity only when they are delivered from them. "Deliver, not do."

f.
Reformed

Believers experience gradual spiritual growth with emphasis on obedience to the Law of God.  They are no longer enslaved to sin but are new persons who are progressively being renewed according to the image of Christ.  "Just do it!" Sinners saved by grace. 




g.
New Covenant

Believers receive a new identity (child of God), a new heart, a new indwelling Spirit, and a new community at conversion. As they live out that new reality through the empowerment of the Spirit, they progressively mature into the likeness of Christ. 
When they take time to think and pray, especially in community, and then do what will make them deeply happy, they will almost always do the right thing. 
People err terribly when they try to be happy as animals rather than as children of God. 
Sanctification is far more than betterment of human life, moral improvement, social transformation, psychological growth, stress reduction, self-actualization, or communitarian harmony. It is being transformed by participation in the divine nature, sharing the divine qualities as fruit of the Spirit. It is the gradual triumph of the new nature implanted at regeneration over the evil that still remains from our Adamic life.
Spiritual formation refers to the Spirit-driven process of forming the inner world of the human self in such a way that it becomes like the inner being of Christ himself. . . . to the degree that it is successful, the outer life of the individual becomes a natural expression or outflow of the character and teachings of Jesus." Dallas Willard, Renovation of the Heart, 22

2. 
Two-fold Nature

a.
Set Apart to God for Service (Position, Standing)
(1)
1 Cor. 1:30
(2)
Heb. 10:10, 14
(3)
Eph. 1:1
(4)
1 Cor. 1:2; 6:11
b.
Progressive Ethical & Moral Conforming to Christ (Condition, State)

(1)
2 Cor. 7:1
(2)
Heb. 12:10, 14
(3)
Eph. 1:4
(4)
Rom. 6:22
3. 
Indicative-Imperative

a.
You Are . . . Therefore Live

b.
Indicative: What We Are Because of Being Christians
(1)
The Promise: Ezek 36:27; Joel 2:28-29

(2)
Justification: Rom. 5:1
(3)
Regeneration: Tit. 3:5; Heb. 10:15-22 

(4)
Indwelling Spirit: John 14:16-17
(5)
New Man (New Family & Authority): Col. 1:13-14; 3:9-10
c.
Imperative: The Categorical Demand for Christlike Perfection

(1)
Matt. 5:48
(2)
Heb. 12:14
(3)
1 Pet. 1:15-16

(4)
Gen 17:1; Luke 6:36, 40; 2 Cor. 7:1; 13:9, 11; Phil. 3:12-15; Col. 1:28; 4:12; Jas. 1:4; 1 Pet. 1:15-16; 1 John 1:7, 9; 3:6-9

d.
The Conflation

(1)
Rom. 6:2, 12-13
(2)
Rom. 8:2, 9 leads to 12, 13
(3)
Gal. 4-5
(4)
Eph. 4:17-6:9
(5)
Phil. 2:12-13
(6)
Col. 3:1-4:6
(7)
Tit. 3:3-8
e.
Comments

(1)
Imperative Always Rests on Indicative.  Must never Be Reversed or Separated

(2)
Imperative Is Not Just about Acts. It Is Obedience from the Heart, Based on Our New Personhood, New Identity.  The Behavior Flows out of the New Creation We Are

(3)
Both Once-for-All and Time-and-Again

4. 
The Latitude

a.
Whole Person1 Thess. 5:23
(1)
Body

(a)
Rom. 6:12-14
(b)
Rom. 12:1
(2)
Immaterial

(a)
Mind: Rom. 12:2
(b)
Will: Rom. 6:11-14
(c)
Emotions: Mark 12:28-31
b.
All Christians

(1)
Indicative for All Believers Means Imperative is to All Christians, too.

(2)
Not Sainthood for a Few as in Roman Catholicism
5. 
The Agent of Sanctification

a.
Passive: "Let Go and Let God"

b.
Activism: "I Must Obey"

c.
Cooperation: "Keep in Step with the Spirit"

(1)
2 Cor. 7:1
(2)
Phil. 3:12-14
(3)
Spirit

(4)
Believer

(5)
Make every effort Luke 13:24; Rom. 14:19; Eph. 4:3; 2 Tim. 2:15; Heb. 4:11; 12:14; 2 Pet. 1:5; 3:14

6. 
Progressive Character

a.
Better Understanding and Use of the Capacities of the Renewed Image of God

(1)
Eph. 4:23-32
(2)
Col. 3:9-12
b.
A Continuing Growth in Grace, Knowledge, Faith, Love, Doing Good, etc.

(1)
Eph. 4:15
(2)
2 Pet. 3:18
c.
Example of Paul? (Examine This Carefully) 

(1)
Least of Apostles 1 Cor. 15:9
(2)
Very Least of All Saints Eph. 3:8
(3)
Chief of Sinners 1 Tim. 1:15
7. 
Means

a.
Indwelling Spirit Gal. 5:22-23
b.
Word of God John 17:17
c.
Other Believers Heb. 10:24-25
d.
Providence Heb. 12:5-10
e.
Faith Acts 26:18; Matt. 9:29
f.
Prayer Phil. 4:7
g.
Repentance Rev. 2:21-22
h.
Occasions of Grace 1 Cor. 11:17-34
i.
Wisdom Prov. 1; James 3:15-18

8. Disciplines

a.
Disciplines of Abstinence

1. Selflessness

2. Solitude

3. Silence

4. Fasting

5. Frugality

6. Chastity

7. Secrecy

8. Sacrifice

b. Disciplines of Engagement

1. Scripture Reading

2. Study
3. Meditation
4. Worship

5. Celebration

6. Service

7. Prayer

8. Fellowship

9. Confession

10. Submission
c. "Authentic Disciplines" Imposed from Outside (Gary Thomas)
1. Waiting
2. Suffering

3. Persecution

4. Forgiveness when wronged

5. Mourning

6. Sacrifice

7. Hope/Fear

9. 
Extent

a.
Christlike Perfection Is Not Possible in this Life

(1)
Phil. 3:12-14
(2)
1 John 1:5-2:2
b.
We Have the First Fruits of the Indicative Now That Guarantees the Full Harvest

(1)
Rom. 8:23-30
(2)
1 Cor. 13:12
(3)
1 John 3:2
10. 
Steps to Maturity

a.
Be a Christian

(1)
Regenerated with a New Heart

(2)
Justified, Accepted in the Beloved, Recipients of the Perfect Righteousness of Jesus Christ by Grace Alone Through Faith Alone Titus 3:3-8
(3)
Indwelt with the Spirit

(4)
Eternal Life as a Gift

Heart: Prov. 4:23; 27:19; Eccl 10:2 Matt. 6:21; 12:34-35; Mark 7:21; Rom. 10:19-10. Heart is the wellspring of all life. The new heart is soft and responsive and has God's law written on it, so it's a part of the mind and will of the people. The new Spirit will energize the heart's new direction so that it willingly follows Christ.

New Heart: Deut. 30:5-6; Jer. 24:7; 31:31-34; 32:39-40; Ezek. 11:19; 18:31; 36:26; Zeph 3:9; Rom. 2:28-29; 7:22; 2 Cor. 3:3, 7-8; Heb. 8:9-12; 10:16 

View of God from Cliff Coon's novel, The Mending String: “Mr. Pettigrew helped me never to make that mistake again. Someone who was mad would terrorize me into not doing it again.”

Rather than wrestling with a God who tolerates us to show His willingness to deal with anyone, we are children in whom He delights. Our holiness isn't conforming to the rules of a judge so much as a celebration of our true humanity. Col. 1:10; 2:6-7

One who regularly sins with no remorse is showing something desperately wrong in his life. On the other hand, the one who constantly questions his salvation because he struggles with sin misunderstands badly too

We don't serve in hopes of being accepted, but are accepted so we get to serve. Live by faith means taking God at His word that He has accepted us because of Christ.

b.
Grasp Our True Identity in Jesus Christ John 1:12; Gal. 4:5-6; 1 Pet. 2:9-10
c.
Embrace Freedom 

While growth to spiritual maturity is a life long process, spiritual freedom is often obtained in a relatively short time.  Freedom comes when we (1) recognize the lies we have believed and replace them with truth; (2) deal with the guilt and pollution of sin which we have done or which has been done to us; (3) expose spiritual bondage and emotional defilement to the light of God's grace

(1)
Confession of Sin or Defilement and the Power He's Given Me (Talk about It)

(2)
Acceptance of Forgiveness & Cleansing

Giving up the right to take care of it myself, accepting that Jesus died for this sin and paid the penalty in full

Accepting the truth that I have the indwelling Spirit to help me with this




(3)
Renunciation of Old Practice

(4)
Recommitment to New Practice
d.
Pursue Obedience from the Heart

Obedience, keeping in step with the Spirit, means that we stop doing willful sins and do the things Christ asks us to do, because that will make me happy. We do this by the gracious direction and empowerment of the Spirit.  As we draw close to God and spend time in His presence, the Spirit transforms our character into conformity with the character of Christ. We often call this keeping the spiritual disciplines.

11.
Acceptance - Approval; Membership - Maturity
a.
Acceptance or membership in the family of YHWH does not depend in any way on my character or behavior. It depends totally on accepting His free gift through Jesus.

b.
Approval or maturity in the family of YHWH depends increasingly on my faithfulness in living out the life He has given me.  He gives me His Spirit, His body and His encouragement to help me do this.

12.
The Process of Forgiveness

a.
YHWH never lets sin go unpunished.  He atones for sin completely at Calvary.  He forgives completely those who accept Christ's gift of salvation.  He initiates and empowers cleansing of the impact of sin, transforming us into the likeness of Jesus Christ.  He is unconditionally "for" His children.

(1)
I am to be like God in my forgiveness

(2)
I can face my sin when I know God is for me

b.
Sin: When a person sins against me, he incurs moral debt to me (and to God) because of the offense.  I have the right to collect on that debt.  The debt must be proportionate to the offense (e. g., not more than an eye for an eye).

(1)
This is the principle of justice

(2)
Forgetting or minimizing sin is not forgiveness

(3)
Identifying the sin and the guilty person(s) is a prerequisite for real forgiveness

Plantinga: We ought pay evil doers, including ourselves, the 'intolerable compliment' of taking them seriously as moral agents, of holding them accountable for their wrong doing. This is a mark of our respect for their dignity and weight as human beings (Not The Way It's Supposed to Be, 68)

c.
Personal Forgiveness: My personal act to release the one who sinned against me from my personal right to collect on the moral debt (to pay him back) for his offense, giving it over to God for His justice and mercy.

(1)
I forgive because I have been forgiven and commanded to be like God in my forgiving

(2)
I also look to myself to see what wrong I may have done in the interaction

(3)
I love the offender, seeking his best for his sake

(4)
I pray God's justice and mercy for the offender

(5)
I can be released from the personal bitterness and resentment because I trust God to work justice.  I dare trust that He does better justice than I do

(6)
I do everything I can to initiate reconciliation with the offender

d.
Restoration of Relationship: Trust, friendship and relationship are restored only upon confession of sin and fruit of repentance.
(1)
This may be a very difficult process

(2)
Confession and repentance involves:

(a)
real acknowledgment of personal responsibility of the full offense (full truth)
(b)
remorse (beyond I'm sorry I got caught)

(c)
restitution where appropriate

(d)
renewal of character and lifestyle

(3)
Trust is always lessened or destroyed when sin is glossed over or "forgotten" without restoration.  Such spiritual denial subverts forgiveness and reconciliation.

(4)
When confession and fruit of repentance are present, we are obligated to work to normalize the relationship

e.
Forget: When the whole process of cleansing is completed, the sin is "not remembered" rather than "forgotten" (Isa. 43:25). In Bible we learn that "remember" means to bring into active memory so that attitude and action are impacted. Like God, we do not "not remember" the sin, so it does not influence future relationship. Like God, we do not erase the fact of the sin from knowledge. In case of God, that would contradict His omniscience.
12.
I Surrender, Some

Fill My Spoon, Lord

I Love to Talk About Telling the Story

Take My Life and Let Me Be

Where He Leads Me, I Will Consider Following

Just As I Pretend to Be

A Comfy Mattress Is Our God

Self-Esteem to the World, The Lord Is Come

Oh, for a Couple of Tongues to Sing

Amazing Grace, How Interesting the Sound

Joyful, Joyful We Think Thee Pretty Good

Above Average Is Thy Faithfulness

Spirit of the Living God, Fall Somewhere Near Me

12.
Nazarene Statement of Entire Sanctification

We believe that entire sanctification is that act of God, subsequent to regeneration, by which believers are made free from original sin, or depravity, and brought into a state of entire devotement to God, and the holy obedience of love made perfect.

It is wrought by the baptism with the Holy Spirit, and comprehends in one experience the cleansing of the heart from sin and the abiding, indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit, empowering the believer for life and service.

Entire sanctification is provided by the blood of Jesus, is wrought instantaneously by faith, preceded by entire consecration; and to this work and state of grace the Holy Spirit bears witness.

This experience is also known by various terms representing its different phases, such as "Christian perfection," "perfect love," "heart purity," "the baptism with the Holy Spirit," "the fullness of the blessing," and "Christian holiness."

We believe that there is a marked distinction between a pure heart and a mature character. The former is obtained in an instant, the result of entire sanctification; the latter is the result of growth in grace.

We believe that the grace of entire sanctification includes the impulse to grow in grace. However, this impulse must be consciously nurtured, and careful attention given to the requisites and processes of spiritual development and improvement in Christlikeness of character and personality. Without such purposeful endeavor one’s witness may be impaired and the grace itself frustrated and ultimately lost.

C.
Perseverance/Security

1.
Fundamental Issues

a.
God Will Never Reject the Believer

b.
Not Even Satan Can Steal a Believer

c.
Can a True Believer Commit Apostasy or Slip Away through Apathy?

1) 
Perseverance of the Saints

Christianity is a status given to the elect by God in union with Christ. God’s sovereign election will have its sure fruit. God’s sovereign power keeps believers from losing salvation. 
2) 
Perseverance of the Regenerate
Christianity is a status given to believers by God in union with Christ. Believers have a regenerate heart. They will live out the deep desires of their hearts, aided by the encouragements and warnings to persevere.

3) 
Perseverance of the Elect vs. the Members of the Covenant
Christianity is a status given to the elect by God in union with Christ. God’s sovereign election will have its sure fruit. God’s sovereign power keeps believers from losing salvation. However there are others who are members of the covenant, but not elect who will fall away. Doug Wilson, Federal Vision. 

4) 
Perseverance of the Believer

Believers in Jesus who continue will be kept by the power of God. Christianity is a status given to believers as a gift which they must receive and keep. So long as they believe, Jesus’ sacrifice covers all sin. But believers can reject Christ and He will reluctantly honor their choice to apostatize. 
5) 
Perseverance of the Penitent

Believers in Jesus who confesses their sins will be forgiven. Christianity is a journey to the end when they will receive salvation. Believers must keep moving on the course. Believers can reject Christ or lose interest in Him and He will reluctantly honor their choice to veer off the track by apostasy or apathy.
2.
Key Teaching Passages

a.
John 10:26-30
1) 
The Only Condition 26
2) 
The Shepherd & The Sheep 27
3) 
The Eternal Gift 28:a
4) 
A Powerful Protection 28c, 29
5) 
An Unconditional Guarantee 28b
a) 
kai. ouv mh. avpo,lwntai eivj to.n aivw/na
b) 
and not NOT perish into the eternity; “you will so not perish forever, dude.”
b.
Rom. 8:28-39
1) 
The Unbreakable Sequence 28-30
2) 
The Obvious Conclusion 32
3) 
The Irreversible Verdict 33-34
4) 
An Invincible Love 35-39
c.
2 Tim. 1:12
d.
Phil. 1:6
e.
Heb. 5:11-6:12; Heb. 10:25-29
1) 
Views

a) 
True believers who fall away (Wesleyan/Arminian)
b) 
Professing but not true believers who come to the border of salvation but don’t enter in (Test of Genuineness; Calvin, John Owen, Wayne Grudem)
c) 
Hypothetical situation: warning that can’t actually be realized because the warning work (Reformed. Erickson, Schreiner)
d) 
True believers who persistently disobey God who first lose blessing (as at Kadesh Barnea 6:4-8) or are seriously punished (as in Babylon10:25-29).
2) 
A Dangerous Situation: No Growth 5:11-14
3) 
An Urgent Call: Press On! 6:1-3
4) 
A Dire Warning: This is Like Kadesh-Barnea 6:4-8
a) 
Cyclic Nature of Hebrews

b) 
Heb. 3:6-4:7; 5:11-6:10; 10:23-39; 12:1-25
c) 
Num. 13-14
5) 
An Encouraging Expectation 6:9-12
f.
John 15:1-6
1) 
Interpret Parables Around the Key Point

2) 
Point Is We Draw Life from Him
g.
1 Pet. 1:5

C.
Assurance

1.
In relation to acceptance/membership: 

a.
Go to the Cross. Justification is solely from the acceptance of God's gift.

b.
The basis is the sufficiency of Jesus (Eph. 2:8-9)

c.
Do not look to sufficiency of my faith decision, prayer, etc. 

2.
In relation to approval/maturity

a.
Look to the fruit. Regeneration and indwelling Holy Spirit will make a change in one's life in the long run and under ordinary circumstances. 

b.
The basis is the empowerment of the Spirit (2 Pet. 1:3-4)

c.
Do not expect Christ to do the work for me when He asks me to make every effort to put on the characteristics of the new life (Col. 3:12-15), to add to character to my faith (2 Peter 1:5-8)  

VI.
Completion of Salvation: Glorification

A.
Key Teaching Passages

1.
John 6:39-40

2.
Rom. 8:29

3.
1 Cor. 15:12-58
4.
Phil. 3:20-21
5.
1 John 3:2
B.
Time of Glorification

C.
Nature of Glorification

