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Class Notes
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BLS 501 Genesis - Song of S.
Dr. Ray Lubeck

Study Guide, Exam #1: Torah - Judges
1. Be able to list in order the major divisions of the Hebrew order of the O.T.

2. Be able to identify according to the major sections of the Jewish canon where each individual book of the O.T. is found.

3. Identify the book and chapter reference for each of the following: the 6-day account of creation, the Fall of Adam & Eve, the Noahic covenant, the “table of nations,” the Abrahamic blessing, the Abrahamic covenant, Abrahams binding (sacrifice) of Isaac, Jacob’s blessing of the 12 sons/tribes, the burning bush, the Passover account, Moses’ victory song following the crossing of the Red/Reed Sea, Yahweh appears at Mt. Sinai, the initial giving of the “10 Words” (10 Commandments), Moses intercedes on behalf of the Israelites, the sending of the 12 spies, Moses strikes the rock to bring forth water, Balaam’s prophecy concerning Israel’s future king, the recapitulation of the 10 Words (Commandments), responsibilities of and restrictions upon Israel’s future king, a promise of a future prophet to whom God’s people must listen, the proleptic view of Israel’s restoration beyond the captivity, Moses’ blessing of the tribes of Israel,  the crossing of the Jordan, the collapse of the walls of Jericho, the covenant renewed at Shechem,.

4. Identify the proper names of the following: the priest/king to whom Abram paid tribute, Abraham’s “laughable” son of faith, Lot’s two illegitimate sons, the son who followed in his father’s footsteps in attempting to give away his wife to placate a foreign king, the father of the Edomites, the tribe from which messiah would descend, the tribe which is assigned the priestly functions, the Moabite king who employs a “hired hand” prophet to curse Israel, the “hired hand” prophet, the man who led Israel into the Promised Land; the woman of Jericho who hid the spies; the city where Israel was defeated due to Achan’s sin; the female judge who delivered Israel; the judge who tested God through the use of a fleece; the judge who vowed to sacrifice to God the first creature to meet him on his arrival after victorious battle; the judge who was noted for great feats of strength; the Israelite tribe that was nearly exterminated at the end of Judges.

5. Link the biblical book to the description: the book of beginnings, “this is the account of,” ends in a coffin in Egypt, the plagues against Egypt, Israel’s flight from Egypt, details the construction of the tabernacle, contains the oft-repeated phrase “I am the Lord [your God],” insists that the Israel distinguish between the holy & profane (clean & unclean), traces Israel’s wilderness wanderings,  its structure follows that of a covenant form, contains Moses’ farewell discourse, emphasizes “Do not forget”/”Remember,” ends with no one ever again attaining Moses’ greatness, the regulations for both the prophet and the king; a focus on all God’s promises to the patriarchs being fulfilled; Yahweh initiates “holy war”; a series of cycles of sin, oppression, prayer, deliverance, & peace; one of the Israelite tribes is almost eliminated; “In those days Israel had no king; everyone did as he saw fit”;

6. Identify by book and chapter all the passages from Genesis-Judges on your “Verse Identification” handout.

7. What is meant by the term Torah?

8. What is meant by the term holy?

9. List the elements in the repeated literary pattern operative at multiple levels within the structure of the Pentateuch.

10. What central plot conflict undergirds the entire Bible?

11. What two key perspectives were given for reading the Bible, generating our need to live in hope, faith, and obedience?

12. What are the four themes in the Torah which we identified?

13. According to Torah, what does it mean to “obey the law”?

14. What two purposes were suggested for the Deuteronomic History?

15. What are the main themes developed in the book of Joshua?

16. What are the main themes developed in the book of Judges?

Essays:
1. Explain the importance of the phrase, “at the end of days” (be’aharît hayymîm) in reading the Torah.

2. Discuss the importance of Leviticus 26 and Deuteronomy 30 for reading the entire Hebrew Bible (O.T.).

3. A friend of yours is doing a Bible read-through.  He’s never read through the entire O.T. because each time he’s tried he’s given up somewhere in Leviticus.  He turns to you for help.  “I really want to read through God’s Word, but I just can’t find anything in Leviticus that relates to my life at all.  Why should I bother?  Can you help me?  What are some things I can look for, and some truths you think God wants me to learn from this book?” he asks.  What do you say?
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Study Guide for Exam #2:  1 Samuel – Song of S.
Bring your reading report to class, and be sure to hand it in at test time.
1. Hannah’s song, the ark is captured by Philistines, Saul anointed king, David anointed king by Samuel, David & Goliath, David conquers Jerusalem, the Davidic Covenant, David’s sins against Uriah & Bathsheba, the ark is brought to the temple & the temple is dedicated, the kingdom is divided, Elijah on Mt. Carmel, the fall of Samaria, the fall of Judah.

2. Identify book & chapter for each of the passages from 1 Samuel – Song of S. on the “Verse Identification” sheet.

3. Identify the proper name relating to the following events:  the mother of Samuel; the high priest who allowed the ark to be taken out into battle; the prophet who anointed both Saul and David as king; Israel’s first king; the son of Saul who befriended David; the prophet who confronted David with his sin involving Uriah & Bathsheba; the son of David who was killed while trying to usurp his father’s throne; the king who built the Temple; the king who “multiplied” foreign wives, horses from Egypt, and gold; Solomon’s son whose policies led to a divided kingdom; the first king of the Northern kingdom of Israel; the prophet who challenged the prophets of Baal to a “showdown” at Mt. Carmel; the prophet used by God to heal Naaman of his leprosy; the country/empire which sent the Northern Kingdom into captivity; the King of Judah who was granted 15 extra years to his life; the boy King who led Judah into reform based on the Torah, the country/empire which sent the Southern kingdom into captivity; the exiled King of Judah who was granted a seat of honor while in captivity.

4. In which biblical book would you find the following?

the regulations for both the prophet and the king; the ark of the covenant is captured by the Philistines; an illegitimate demand on the part of the Israelites for a king; Saul appears as a main character; David’s rule as king; Solomon asks God for wisdom; the conflict between Jeroboam and Rehoboam; the ministry of Elijah; the ministry of Elisha; the reason for Israel’s & Judah’s captivity is given; the beginning of the exile.

5. What elements were promised to David as part of the Davidic Covenant?

6. What are the main themes developed in the book(s) of Samuel?

7. What are the main themes developed in the book(s) of Kings?

8. Be able to recognize, identify and explain each of the following terms relating to Hebrew poetry: antithetic parallelism, synonymous parallelism, inclusio, chiasm, superscription, inverted parallelism, refrain, acrostic, and imprecation.

9. What literary clue points to the Psalter being divided into 5 smaller “books”?

10. How are Psalms 9-10 linked together?  42-43?  103-106? 120-134?  146-150?

11. Who are the wicked in Psalm 1?  Psalm 2? 

12. What event is Psalm 118 describing?  22?  16?

13. Most psalms fit into 1 of 3 literary forms.  What are these 3?  What are the elements of each?

14. What themes in the book are introduced in Psalms 1 & 2?  What element is found in nearly all the Psalms in book 1 (excluding 1-2)?  Psalms 3-7 all fit into which literary form of psalm?  Psalms 93-99 all focus on what theme?  What common distinguishing feature do Psalms 120-134 share? To what does the phrase “A song of ascents” refer?

15. What is it that brings about a change in perspective for the psalmist in Psalm 73?

16. What are five main themes which together constitute the main message of the Psalms?

17. What is the significance of Acts 224-32 for understanding the Psalms?

18. What is the main plot conflict in the book of Job?

19. What is the leading argument of Job’s friends to Job?  In what way was it flawed?

20. What was Job’s response?  What was Yahweh’s response?

21. What are the books of “wisdom” literature?

22. What is the main way in which wisdom literature is different from the rest of the canon?

23. What is meant by the biblical term “wisdom”?

24. What important elements of the OT are conspicuously absent in the wisdom literature?  Why?

25. What is the significance of creation for the book of Proverbs?

26. What is meant by “foolishness” in Proverbs?

27. What two main motifs or metaphors represent the contrast between wisdom and folly in the book of Proverbs?

28. List and explain at least two ways in which the book of Ruth could provide insight for the post-captivity community.

29. What are four primary ways in which the Song of Songs have been interpreted?

30 What are the leading themes in the book of Ecclesiastes?  Two perspectives are contrasted in Ecc.  What are these?

31. Ecclesiastes stands in greatest contrast to what other book in the Writings?

32. How can you account for the fact that God is never mentioned in the book of Esther?

33. Mordecai has some important parallels with other biblical characters.  Who are they, and what is the main point of parallel?

34. In what way is the message of Ezra-Nehemiah similar to Ruth for the post-captivity generation?  What is their greatest point of contrast?  Ezra and Nehemiah were concerned with two different building projects.  What were these?

35. Illustrate and explain the purposes of differing kinds of biblical genealogies.

Essay Questions:
1. We have described the exile as a “crisis of faith” for Israel/Judah. Why was this event so significant?

2. Describe the relationship between prophets and kings as presented in deuteronomic history.

3. You are leading a campus Bible study at a nearby university.  Someone in the group approaches you afterwards and says that she believes that OT believers in God were spiteful and cruel because they prayed such evil prayers against their enemies.  She says that she can’t even read the Psalms anymore because she can’t see how such vindictiveness can possibly be God’s Word for us today.  How would you answer?

4. A young man in your church is teaching others that if they follow God, He is obligated to make them wealthy (Prov. 39-10 818 etc.).  How would you answer, using the Writings to do so?

5. A friend is doing a Bible read-through this year.  Dreading the idea of spending nearly 2 weeks in the books of 1-2 Chronicles, he asks you what things he can be looking for in order to get more out of his reading.  What is your advice?
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Verse Identification
For each of the following, the text will be provided (at least in part) in the New International Version.  You must identify it by book (with full, correct spelling) and chapter.
	Genesis 1:27

Genesis 2:24

Genesis 3:15

Genesis 9:12-13

Genesis 12:2-3

Genesis 15:6

Genesis 17:4-7

Genesis 49:9-10

Genesis 50:20

Exodus 3:14

Exodus 4:22

Exodus 6:6-7

Exodus 12:35-36

Exodus 15:1

Exodus 19:5-6

Exodus 20:3

Exodus 33:19

Exodus 34:6-7

Leviticus 11:44

Leviticus 17:11

Leviticus 18:5

Leviticus 19:18

Numbers 6:24-26

Numbers 23:19

Numbers 24:17

Deuteronomy 6:4-5

Deuteronomy 10:12-13

Deuteronomy 18:15

Deuteronomy 29:29

Deuteronomy 34:10-11

Joshua 1:8

Joshua 24:15

Judges 21:25

1 Samuel 15:22

1 Samuel 15:29

1 Samuel 16:7
	
	2 Samuel 7:16

2 Samuel 24:24

Psalm 1:2

Psalm 2:1

Psalm 8:4

Psalm 16:10

Psalm 19:1

Psalm 22:1

Psalm 23:1

Psalm 51:10

Psalm 89:3-4

Psalm 103:11

Psalm 110:4

Psalm 118:22

Psalm 139:23

Psalm 150:6

Job 13:15

Job 19:25

Job 42:2

Proverbs 1:7

Proverbs 3:5-6

Proverbs 31:10

Ruth 1:16-17

Ruth 3:11

Ecclesiastes 3:11

Ecclesiastes 12:13-14

Esther 4:14

Ezra 3:12

2 Chronicles 36:23


	Continuity                    Discontinuity


	Reconstructionism

	
	7th-Day Adventism

	
	Lutherans

	
	Covenant Theology

	
	Mediating (Kaiser, Ladd, etc.)

	
	Progressive Dispen.

	
	Dispensationalism (Ryrie)

	
	Dispensationalism (Scofield)

	
	Dispensationalism (Darby) 

	
	Ultradispensationalism

	
	Marcion

	
	Liberalism


J. Richard Middleton & Brian Walsh ask 4 ultimate questions which every world view attempts to answer:PRIVATE 

1. Where are we?
 
What is real in the world where we find ourselves?

2. Who are we?
What is the nature and purpose of human beings?

3. What’s wrong?
     How do we account for evil and pain?

4. What’s the remedy?
     How are we supposed to act in this 
world?
See The Transforming Vision:  Shaping a Christian World View (Downers Grove:  InterVarsity, 1984)
Narratives are the perfect vehicle for addressing these questions.

1.  Setting relates to “Where are we?”  

2. Character corresponds to “Who are we?”  

3. Plot conflict deals with “What’s wrong?”
4. Plot resolution provides an answer to 
“What's the remedy?”
Both our identity and sense of the world are based on the story we tell of evil (what’s wrong?) & redemption (what’s the remedy?).
See Walsh & Middleton, Truth Is Stranger Than It Used to Be:  Biblical Faith in a Postmodern World (Downers Grove:  InterVarsity, 1995): 64
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Story Options
Story Options
for Beginning
for Ending

Naturalism: Big Bang, spontaneous

generation, natural selection
extinction

creation by competing
reincarnation

gods


Nirvana or 
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Biblical Narratives are ...PRIVATE 

Historical—These events actually happened

Artistic—Conscious design & shaping of the materials

Selective—Only what is important to the author’s purpose is told

Unified—Coherent & consistent

Realistic—Describes characters & life as they really are  (mimesis)

Ideological—The author is seeking to persuade the reader to adopt his own agenda

Theological—Tells us about God & reality

Response-evoking—“It is as though God says to men one by one: ‘Look me in the eye.’”
Amos Wilder, cited in David M. Howard, Jr., An Introduction to the OT Historical Books (Chicago: Moody, 1993): 48

“Bringing out the Canons”

English Bible:
	
Pentateuch
	
History
	
Poetry

	Gen; Exod; Lev; Num; Deut
	Josh; Judg; Ruth; 1 & 2 Sam; 1 & 2 Kings; 1 & 2 Chr; Ezra; Neh; Esther
	Job; Pss; Prov; Eccles; Song of S.


Hebrew Bible (Tanak)
	
Torah
	
Prophets
	
Writings

	Gen; Exod; Lev; Num; Deut
	Josh; Judg; Sam; Kings;

Isa; Jer; Eze; the 12
	Pss; Job; Prov; Ruth; Song of S; Eccles; Lam; Esther; Dan; Ezra/Neh; Chron


Gerhard von Rad
	
The Hexateuch
	

	Gen; Exod; Lev; Num; Deut; Joshua
	
Judges . . .


Many Contemporary Scholars
	
Torah
	
Deuteronomic


History
	Latter Prophets etc.

	
Gen - Deut
	Deut; Josh; Judg; Sam; Kings
	
. . .



The TaNaK  (O.T. Hebrew Canon)PRIVATE 


Torah
	PRIVATE 

Genesis

	
Exodus

	
Leviticus

	
Numbers

	
Deuteronomy



Nebi’im  =  Prophets
	PRIVATE 

Joshua

	
Judges

	
Samuel

	
Kings

	PRIVATE 

Isaiah

	
Jeremiah

	
Ezekiel

	
The Twelve  (Hosea- Malachi)



Kethubim  =   Writings
	PRIVATE 

Psalms

	
Job

	
Proverbs

	
Ruth

	
Song of Songs

	
Ecclesiastes

	
Lamentations

	
Esther

	
Daniel

	
Ezra-Nehemiah

	
Chronicles
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The Hebrew Bible:  TaNaK
Torah = “instruction”


Genesis


Exodus


Leviticus


Numbers


Deuteronomy

Nebi’im = “prophets”



Kethubim = “writings”


Former Prophets





Psalms



Joshua





Job



Judges





Proverbs



Samuel (1 book)




Ruth



Kings (1 book)




Song of Songs


Latter Prophets





Ecclesiastes



Isaiah





Lamentations



Jeremiah




Esther



Ezekiel





Daniel



The Twelve (1 Book)



Ezra-Nehemiah (1 book)




Hosea




Chronicles (1 book)




Joel




Amos




Obadiah




Jonah




Micah




Nahum




Habakkuk




Zephaniah




Haggai




Zechariah




Malachi


Torah
Prophets
	PRIVATE 

Genesis
	
Exodus
	
Num.

	PRIVATE 

Joshua
	
Judges
	
Samuel
	
Kings


	PRIVATE 

Lev.
	
Deut.

	PRIVATE 

Isa.
	
Jer
	
Ezk

	PRIVATE 

The Twelve


Parallels Between Gen. 1-3 & Rev. 21-22

GENESIS
REVELATION
1:1 In the beginning
I am...the Beginning & the End 21:6

v.1 God created the heavens & the earth
I saw a new heavens & a new earth 21:1

v.3 Let there be light
God gives it light 21:23

v.3 the darkness he called “night”
there will be no night there 21:25

v10 the gathered waters he called “seas”
there was no longer any sea 21:1

v16 God made the 2 great lights
does not need the sun/moon 21:23

v28 subdue [the earth] Rule over ...
& they will reign forever 22:5

2:2-3 God blessed the 7th day
7 angels...7 bowls...7 last plagues 21:9

v.3 [God] made it holy
the Holy City 21:2,10; 22:19

v.9 tree of life
tree of life 22:2

3:22-23 ...not take from the tree of life
God will take away his share in the tree of life 22:19

v10 a river watering the garden
river of the water of life 22:1 gift of the water of life 22:17

11-12 there is gold (The gold of that
 rod of gold 21:15 the city was...pure gold 21:18

land is good)
the street...was of pure gold 21:21

v12 aromatic resin NIV marg. pearls
12 pearls, each gate made of a single pearl 21:21

v12 onyx
sardonyx 21:20

v17 you will surely die 3:3 or you will die
no more death 21:4

v23-25 a man will...be united to his wife
the bride the wife of the Lamb 21:9-10

3:1 the serpent...was crafty
the devil, who deceived them 20:10

v.8 Yahweh God...was walking in the garden
nations will walk by his light 21:24

v10 I was ashamed [naked]
anyone who does what is shameful 21:27

v14,17 Cursed...cursed
no longer...any curse 22:3

v15 Eve’s offspring
the Offspring of David 22:16

v16-17 I will greatly in crease your pains thru painful toil
no more...pain 21:4

v21 Yahweh God made garments of skins...& clothed them
blessed are those who wash their robes 22:14

v23 God banished them
they will see his face 22:4

v24 He drove the man out of the garden
I saw the Holy City 21:2

v24 cherubim...to guard the way
with 12 angels at the gates 21:12

v24 a flaming sword
fiery lake of burning sulphur 22:8


Significance of these Parallels
1. Restoration--A return to God’s original plan for mankind, with a peaceful, paradisiacal setting (no sin, suffering, death, etc.)

2. Immutability--God doesn’t change.  He provided the sacrifice to meet the needs of the fallen Adam & Eve (animal skins), & provided the sacrifice for the needs of his people (the Lamb).  God doesn’t give up on us, but remain FAITHFUL.

3. Progress--The new heavens and the new earth are actually an improvement over perfection(!); better than Eden in that there is no night, no sea, so sun or moon, etc.

4. Beginning & End--In Rev. 21:16 God says that he is the Alpha & Omega, the Beginning and the End--and the comparison of these 2 passages corroborates that he is the controller of all things from eternity to eternity.

5. Triumph--Leaving off with Gen. 3 one might think that God’s original purpose for mankind has been frustrated & defeated by his rival, the serpent.  Rev. 21-22 proves that it is God who ultimately triumphs, and so overwhelmingly that Satan is no longer even a figure to be mentioned, having been judged clear out of the picture in Rev. 20.

6. Unity of God’s Plan--Gen. 315 points to the plan that God has to defeat Satan (“crush his head”) through the Offspring of the woman.  Revelation points to the consummation of that plan in the finished work of the Lamb (Christ).  Thus if God has a plan from the beginning, & is able to see it through to its accomplishment at the end of history, then he must be in control of all of human history.

7. Unity of Scripture--By these extensive parallels (both similar & contrasting), we see that there is a very close literary connection between 2 biblical books written centuries apart by different human authors, who were recording the words of a greater, overseeing Author, God.  Only God himself could have orchestrated this unity of the Scriptures.
Ray Lubeck

Patterns in the TorahPRIVATE 




Narrative

  Poetry  Epilogue

	PRIVATE 

Gen. 1:1-26
	
1:27
	
1:28-2:3


“In the beginning . . .” (bere’šit) 1:1



Narrative

  Poetry  Epilogue

	PRIVATE 

Gen. 2:4-22
	
2:23
	
2:24-25


Larger Passage




Narrative

  Poetry  Epilogue

	PRIVATE 

Gen. 1:1-3:13
	
3:14-19
	
3:20-24





Narrative

  Poetry  Epilogue

	PRIVATE 

Gen. 4:1-22
	
4:23-24
	
4:25-26


Larger Passage



Narrative

  Poetry  Epilogue

	PRIVATE 

Gen. 37:2-48:14 (Joseph)
	
48:15-16
	
48:17-22


Book Level


Narrative


  Poetry    Epilogue

	PRIVATE 

Genesis 1 – 48
	
49:1-27
	
49:28-50


“in days to come” (be’aharit hayyamîm) 49:1
Larger Passage


Narrative


  Poetry    Epilogue

	PRIVATE 

Exodus 1 – 14
	
15:1-21
	
15:22-26


Larger Passage


Narrative


  Poetry    Epilogue

	PRIVATE 

Numbers 1-23:6
	   Num 237-2424
	Num. 25


“in days to come” (be’aharit hayyamîm) 24:14

Pentateuch


Narrative


  Poetry    Epilogue
	PRIVATE 

Genesis 1 -


Deuteronomy 31
	
Deut


32-33
	
Deut


34


“in days to come” (be’aharit hayyamîm) 31:29

Themes in the Torah
1. The God of creation (“in the beginning” bereshith) is the God of the covenant (berith)

2. God has made promises to Israel through the covenants.

3. Israel’s failure to experience God’s promises is due to a long track record of sinful failure.

4. God’s promises remain certain in spite of Israel’s failure.


Themes in Genesis

1. The created world reveals 

· it was spoken into existence

· numeric cycles (3,7,12,40)
2. God is the unrivalled Originator and Controller of the entire cosmos

· God is sovereign Ruler over all nature

· His power is absolute

· He gives meaning to history

3. God’s original creation is 
· Free choice is included in that which is good
· Humanity is given a privileged status within creation

4. God bestows his blessing upon his creation, viz. the gift of life

5. God invites chosen people into 

Noahic covenant  Gen. 9

Abrahamic covenant  Gen. [12] 15,17
6. God is grieved by and punishes evil: disobedience, violence, and failure to maintain justice

· banishment and death are the counter-point themes to blessing (Adam & Eve,Cain, Flood, Babel, etc.) 

NB: banishment associated with the East

7. There is a pattern of rivalry between siblings, with the younger emerging as favored or dominant

· Cain & Abel

· Ham, Shem, & Japheth

· Ishmael & Isaac

· Esau & Jacob

· brothers & Joseph

· Manasseh & Ephraim

8. There is hostility between 

seed of the woman vs the seed of the serpent

9.
God remains faithful to his promises despite 

10. God’s promise of the land to Abraham’s descendents remains unfulfilled

11. God’s contact with mankind 

· Converses with Adam

· occasional, direct speech with Noah, Abraham, Jacob

· grants Joseph ability to interpret dreams

12. God’s intent to bless all mankind is 

13. Messiah

· seed of the woman

· reverser of the curse

· priest-king (Melchizedek) associated with Jerusalem

· son of Abraham

· son of Isaac

· son of Jacob

· son of Judah

· substitutionary sacrifice (Gen 22)

· scepter-wielding ruler


Themes in Exodus

1. Egypt emerges as an 

Oppression, captivity, bondage

Infanticide of the offspring of Israel

2. Moses emerges as 

Reluctant spokesman for Yahweh  311-1441-17

Miracle-worker

Confrontational ministry: prophet vs. king

3. God reveals himself as 

By name  314 62-3

By miracles: serpent, blood, plagues

By redemption

4. The plagues foreshadow the consequences of 

“hardening of hearts”

10 plagues // 10 words Gen 1 // 10 words Ex 20

5. The exodus from Egypt is                                                                (OT) 1317-14

The exodus motif is seen in:

Creation of “good” out of the “waters” Gn 1

Noah through the Flood Gn 6-9

“Exodus” of Abraham from Ur  Gn 11-12

2nd exodus of Israel from Babylon Isa 41-51

NT believer baptism into Christ  Rom 6

Eschatological new exodus  Rev 15

6. Yahweh establishes a 

Israel is God’s “firstborn son”  422

God is specially present among them  

The people are given a priestly role

7. The people respond to salvation and the covenant with 

Grumbling  1522-27

Fear  1913-19 2018-21

Idolatry  325-24

8. God gives his people commandments by which they can maintain right relationships  20-31, 35-40

9. The Levites are                                                     3225-29
10. The tabernacle is designated as the special place                                            4034-38
The Sinai Account




Structure of Leviticus

1-7 Laws of Sacrifice

8-10 Laws of Priests

11-15 Laws of Clean & Unclean

16 Day of Atonement

17-26 “Holiness Code” (for all the people)

27 “10 Commandments” concerning dedication


Leviticus — the Book of Separations
1. God’s character demands 

core idea of holiness (qodesh 127x): designated, wholly devoted, consecrated (cp. ( temple prostitute 11x)

Yahweh is holy, Yahweh makes holy (208)

holy people: Israelites (Ex 196 Lv 265), the priests

holy places: tabernacle, most holy place

holy times: sabbath, appointed feasts

holy things: firstborn, sacrifices, tabernacle articles

2. Distinctions between holy & profane, clean & unclean, life & death, must be upheld
“You must distinguish between the holy and the profane, between the unclean and the clean” 1010
uncleanness is NOT “dirty”

uncleanness = what drives God’s presence away (spiritually radioactive, “ritually 

challenged,” communicable pollution cp. Hag. 211-14)

Cp. Separation at creation: light/dark, waters/waters, “each after their own kind,” 7th day, etc.

3. Holiness extends to
food, clothing, calendar, sex, health, agriculture, business, relationships, law, etc.

4. God has designated priests to serve a mediatorial role for his people
As guardian of purity

As teachers of “instruction” (torah)

As those who present sacrifices to Yahweh for others

5. Restoring relationship with Yahweh requires 
sacrifices are NOT the basis of relationship with God

sacrifices = God’s chosen method of forgiving the people and repairing the relationship

life is linked to blood—since life belongs to God, blood belongs to him (either on altar or returned to the land)

6. These regulations impress upon us the seriousness 
“I am Yahweh [your God]” 45x in 18-27

His people are to be holy    1144-45
7. Human activity is to reflect the inherent orderliness and wholeness of creation.

8. The goal of the levitical regulations is maintaining
Conclusion: Lev. 26

9. Our worship of God must 
923 - 103 we must worship him on his terms, not according to our preferences


Torah’s View of the LawPRIVATE 

1. Torah describes life before the law:  Adam, Enoch, Noah, patriarchs (Gen. 1 - Exod. 19)

Focus:  Abraham

2. Torah describes life under the law:  Israelites in the wilderness

Focus:  Moses

POINT: Torah contrasts Abraham (& the patriarchs: 20%) with Moses (& the Israelites: 80%)

3. Abraham obeyed the “law” before it was given:
“I will make your descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and will give them all these lands, and through your offspring all nations on earth will be blessed, because Abraham obeyed me and kept my requirements [mishmarti] my commands [mitzvoti], my decrees [huqotay] and my laws [torotay].”

Gen. 265, cp. Deut. 111 2617
POINT: How did Abraham obey the law?  By believing in [he’amin be …] Yahweh  Gen. 155-6
4. Moses (& the Israelites) did not obey the law
POINT: How did Moses (& the Israelites) fail to obey the law?

By not believing in [he’amin be …] Yahweh   Num 2012 1411
5. Moses (the author) knows that Israel will continue to fail    Deut. 30-31

6. The only hope is for a future time  when their faith will be internalized
Written on their hearts rather than on stone Deut. 306 cp Jer. 3131-34 Ezek. 3626 Rom. 228-29
CONCLUSION:

“Keeping the law” = living by faith

According to Torah, to obey the “law” means to trust God    cp. Hab. 24

Dr. Ray Lubeck
Ray Lubeck

Main Themes in Numbers

Setting:  The wilderness wanderings following Sinai

1. God leads the people

· Organization of the tribes 1-2,26

· Pillar of fire  9-10

· Records their journeys  33

2. Moses’ (and the people’s) obedience to Yahweh

· “just as Yahweh commanded Moses”

3. Israelites’ disobedience

· “complained”, “grumbled”, “cried out”, “wailing”

4. Holiness of God

· role of the Levites   3-4,18

they alone may approach the tabernacle and live    310 415,20 819  etc .

· purity  5,19

· sacrifices & tabernacle 7,15,28

· vows  6,30

· feasts  9,29

5. Wrath of Yahweh toward Israelite sin

· “the anger of Yahweh burned against the people”

6. Punishment of the people

· death of Nadab & Abihu   32-4
· fire  11

· quail  11

· Miriam’s leprosy  12

· failure of people to enter land  13-14

· earthquake swallows Korah, Dathan, & Abiram; fire consumes their followers 16

· plague  16,25

· failure of Moses & Aaron to enter land  20

· poisonous snakes  21

7. Opposition to the Israelites

· Edomites   20

· Arad  21

· Amorites  21

· Bashan  21

· Moabites  22-25

· Midianites  31

8. Yahweh’s promise of future blessing

· Balaam’s prophecies  23-24

· Preparation for entering the land  34-36

Dr. Ray Lubeck


The Covenant Form in Deuteronomy
Covenant:  A contract or an agreement between two parties.  Features include:

(1) stipulations that each party agrees to

(2) the presence of witnesses

(3) the formalizing of the agreement, often through animal sacrifice.  

These agreements may involve one human with another (e.g. Gen. 3144-54) or Yahweh with humans (Gen. 157-20)

1. Preamble
11-5
circumstances of its reading

2. Historical prologue
16-449
background to the making of the covenant

3. Treaty stipulations
51-2619
what each party agrees to do

4. Curses and blessings
271-3020
punishment for breach

benefits of obedience

5. Reading of the treaty before witnesses
311-29
the heavens & the earth/land
Themes of Deuteronomy
1. They were to worship 

“You shall have no other gods before me.”
Deut. 57
2. They were to be obedient to                                               (hesed)
“Love the Yahweh your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength.”
65
“Know therefore that the Yahweh your God is God; he is the faithful God, keeping his covenant of love to a thousand generations of those who love him and keep his commands.”
79
3. They must worship Yahweh in the 
“Be careful not to sacrifice your burnt offerings anywhere you please.  Offer them only at the place Yahweh will choose.”
1213-14 cf 4-11 

4. Israel was to be led by a king who was devoted to
17
5. They were to await & listen carefully to 
“I will raise up for them a prophet like [Moses] from among their brothers; I will put my words in his mouth, and he will tell them everything I command him.  If anyone does not listen to my words that the prophet speaks in my name, I myself will call him to account.”
1818-19
6. Covenant obedience will be blessed; covenant disobedience will be punished
27-28
The Purpose of Deuteronomic History


(Joshua-2 Kings)

1. To provide an explanation for 

Though God had been faithful to the covenant, Israel had not

2. To remind the people of the way

Through repentance, faith, & obedience to Torah
Structure of Joshua

	1-4
	5-12
	13-21
	22-24

	Entry into Canaan
	Beginning of Conquest
	Dividing the Land
	Joshua’s final com-mands


1 initial com-
5 dedication at Gilgal
   131-7 unconquered
22 instruc-

  mands

6 Jericho



land


  tions to
2 2 spies
7-829 Achan & Ai

   138-22 e. of Jordan 
  eastern
3-4 crossing
830-35 Covt renewed
   14-19 w. of Jordan
  tribes

  Jordan

9 Gibeonites

   20 cities of refuge
23 farewell

10 southern conquest
   21 cities of levites
   address
11 northern conquest 




241-27 cove-

12 defeated kings





   -nant
   renewed

2428-33
   Joshua








   dies
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Themes in JoshuaPRIVATE 

1. God is faithful in keeping his 
“So Yahweh gave Israel all the land he had sworn to give their forefathers, and they took possession of it and settled there.  Yahweh gave them rest on every side, just as he had sworn to their forefathers. Not one of their enemies withstood them; Yahweh handed all their enemies over to them.”
2143-44
“You know with all your heart and soul that not one of all the good promises Yahweh your God gave you has failed. Every promise has been fulfilled; not one has failed.”
2314 cf Exodus 1513-15
2. God gives to Israel his own land, which they are welcome to occupy so long as 

3. God grants them
Peace from war & well-being (shalôm)

“Yahweh gave them rest on every side”
cf. 224231
4. The land is won by

4.1. Yahweh must initiate it
513-62

4.2  Human leaders must trust God for the victory


4.3 The true leader is “the commander of the army of Yahweh”

4.4 Yahweh is the divine Warrior



“You did not do it with your own sword and bow.”
Josh. 2412
4.5 All the booty (herem ( “ban”) belongs exclusively to Yahweh
617-19
5. They must remain faithful to the covenant in order to 

Joshua 24
Judges
	Prologue:

The Paradigm
	Narrative Body

Repeated cycles of:

Sin

Oppression

Crying out

Deliverance

Peace


	Epilogue:

Chaos—leaderless, immorality



Main Themes in Judges

1. Israel fails to complete the conquest of the land
119-36
2. Their failure to obey & trust in God leads to oppression 210-15
Reason:  Covenant violation
“Therefore Yahweh was very angry with Israel and said, ‘Because this nation has violated the covenant that I laid down for their forefathers and has not listened to me, I will no longer drive out before them any of the nations Joshua left when he died.’”
220-21
God repeatedly delivers them by raising up “judges”
216-18
Reason: God’s compassion, not their repentance
  218-19
4. It is still Yahweh who fights for his people

But instead of the “captain of the hosts” God sends his Spirit upon individuals  310 624 1129 1325 146,19 1514
5. The period of the judges represents a continual downhill slide of apostasy 219-23

Partial conquest

 

spiritual failure

 oppression by enemies

 increasingly corrupt judges





civil war
19-21

6. Judges records the transition from near-success under Joshua to near-collapse as a nation

7. The temporary nature of their deliverances points to the need for a monarchy

They are never going to conquer & hold the land until a king arrives

1:1 “After the death of Joshua, the Israelites asked Yahweh, ‘Who will be the first to go up and fight for us against the Canaanites?’” [looking to the right tribe for leadership]

21:25 “In those days Israel had no king; everyone did as he saw fit.”
(Justification of the monarchy, leading into Samuel-Kings

Samuel
	Narrative

Prologue
	Poetry
	Narrative Body


	Poetry
	Narrative

Epilogue



Main Themes in Samuel
1. Without a king, Israel continues a downward spiral of



1 Sam 212-36 4-6

2. A kingly rule (monarchy) is established
1 Sam 8-11

Transition:  Saul (lit. “the one asked for”], a deliverer of poor character (cp. Samson)

3. Israel’s kings must be 
Their problems will not be solved by a king who is not devoted to Yahweh & Torah:  Saul
1 Sam 13-31

... If both you and the king who reigns over you follow Yahweh your God—good!  But if you do not obey Yahweh, and if you rebel against his commands, his hand will be against you, as it was against your fathers.

1 Sam 1214-15
4. Each leader suffers the consequences of 
Contrasts of sinful leader & the replacement:

Eli & sons

vs.
Samuel

Samuel's sons

vs.
early Saul

Later Saul

vs.
David

David's sin

(
family upheaval

5. Jerusalem emerges as God’s place for
2 Sam 5-6
Though the temple is still not yet built

6. God chooses David’s line for 

The Davidic Covenant
2 Sam 7

A great name
v. 9

A place: the land
v. 10

Rest:  peace from enemies
v. 11

A house: David’s line is a dynasty
v. 11

An Offspring:  to build the Temple
v. 12-13

Father/Son relationship
v. 14

An eternal kingdom: rulership
v. 16

An eternal throne: place of rule
v. 16

7. Individual kings could disqualify themselves from blessing, but the covenant was eternal

v. 14-15

8. Under David’s leadership, the land promise is
2 Sam 8-10

9. God is both faithful to his promises & just
2 Sam 11-21

David’s sins with Bathsheba & Uriah do not invalidate the Davidic Covenant

David’s sins do result in personal & political upheaval for him

10. God uses prophets as his agents for 

Samuel
>
Saul
1 Sam 9-13, 15, 28

Samuel
>
David
1 Sam 16

Nathan
>
David
2 Sam 12
Gad
>
David
2 Sam 24

11. The messianic king remains a future hope

Yahweh will judge the ends of the earth.

“He will give strength to his king

and exalt the horn of his anointed.”
1 Sam 210
“He gives his King great victories;

he shows unfailing kindness to his Anointed,

to David and his Seed forever.”
2 Sam 2251

The Prophet in Deuteronomic Theology


Deuteronomy 18
1. The prophet in Israel spoke directly the very word of Yahweh.

Israel was not to use witchcraft, sorcery, or divination
v. 9-14

2. Israel was to listen to the prophet

By their fear they had forfeited direct access to God
v. 15-17

3. The prophet’s word was to be received as authoritative
v. 18-19

4. The people were to guard against false prophets
v. 20-22 (13:1-18)


The King in Deuteronomic Theology

Deut. 1714-20
1. Must be an Israelite
v. 14-15

2. Must not “stockpile” horses

Especially horses from Egypt
v. 16

3. Must not have many wives
v. 17

4. Must not amass silver & gold


v. 17

5. He must copy, read, & obey the Torah
v. 18-19

6. He must not consider himself superior to the people 
v. 20

Key Themes from the Latter Prophets
Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, The 12

1. Israel was carried into captivity for breach of covenant

2. God’s plan for Israel involves the nations  (esp. Edom, Nineveh, Babylon, Egypt):

· God used them to judge Israel

· God will judge them as well: for cruelty & injustice

· God ultimately desires to save them through Israel
3. There is a clear distinction between the righteous & the wicked

4. Those living in exile must live in faith & hope in the future

· A return from captivity

· A restored kingdom

· A coming Davidic messiah

· A (re)New(ed) Covenant

· A new, repentant heart
5. Those who do live by faith will comprise the remnant

6. The “day of the LORD” is the time of the fulfillment of both judgment & hope

Things to Look for in Reading Biblical Poetry

Poetry is a form of writing where normal language is changed to intensify its impact. The key feature of biblical poetry is parallelism.  Parallelism is the “rhyming” of thoughts and forms rather than sounds.               eg.  “ the grave    cannot    praise you

                                                       death          cannot    sing your praise"
Isa. 38:18
There are several main kinds of biblical parallelism:

1. Synonymous: The thought of the 1st line is repeated in the 2nd.

Yahweh is my light & my salvation        whom            shall I fear?

Yahweh is the stronghold of my life   of whom       shall I be afraid?   
Ps. 27:1
I will sing               to Yahweh     all my life

I will sing praise  to my God       as long as I live.  
Ps. 104:33

2. Antithetic:  The 2nd line states the opposite of the 1st line.

 
     The prospect     of the righteous  is joy

but  the hopes     of the wicked        come to nothing    
Pr. 10:28

     Yahweh    tears down      the proud man’s        house

but   he       keeps              the widow’s               boundaries intact   
Prov. 15:25
3. Inverted:  The parts in the second line are in reverse order from the first.

O Yahweh                               do not forsake me

be not far from me                 O my God                  
Ps. 38:21
4. Synthetic: The 2nd line simply builds on the idea of the 1st.

You broaden the path beneath me

so that my ankles do not turn.
Ps. 18:36
Rather than approaching parallelism as a pigeon-holing task (“This verse is synthetic, the next is synonymous,” etc.), we should think along a continuum:

Virtually identical                                                                                           Completely different


Poetic Features in the Psalms
The following list contains literary forms you will find throughout the Psalms (in addition to the forms of Lament, Praise, and Thanksgiving).  
Acrostic:  An alphabet poem–the lines of the poem each start with the letters of the Hebrew alphabet in order (line 1 with “a”; line 2 with “b”; etc.)  See Psalm 119, where the first eight verses begin with the first Hebrew letter, (a “Aleph”); the next eight begin with the second Hebrew letter (b “Beth”; etc.  Other acrostics poems include:  Ps. 9-10 (taken together); 25; 34; 37; 111; 112; 145; Prov. 31:10-31; Lam. 1-4; Nah. 1:2-8.

Chiasm:  Lines of the poem parallel each other in a “mirror-image”–reverse order (a>b; b>a).  Note:  When a chiasm has a single line in the center by itself (called the “pivot”), the author is highlighting it for emphasis.  E.g., Ps. 67:

A  Verses 1-2

B  Verse 3

C  May THE NATIONS be glad and sing for joy,

        for you rule the peoples justly



v. 4

     and guide THE NATIONS of the earth

B  Verse 5

A  Verses 6-7

Confession:  Admitting sin and guilt to God in prayer (e.g., Ps. 51:3-6; Dan. 9:5-11; Neh. 1:6b-7). 

Hymn:  A song (i.e. poetry) which praises God either for his character (see “praise”) or for his actions of kindness toward people (see “thanksgiving”).  There are frequent examples in both the O.T. and the N.T.: Judges 5; Isa. 61:10-11; Col. 1:15-20; 1 Tim. 3:16; Rev. 5:9-13; etc.

(“Imprecation”) Curse: A prayer in which the psalmist asks God to punish the wicked.  See Ps. 69:22-28; 109: 6-20; 137:8-9; Jer. 18:21-23; Lam. 3:64-66

Inclusio: The opening words of a psalm or a story are repeated at the very end. e.g.  “Praise [Bless] Yahweh, O my soul” (Ps. 103); “Praise Yahweh” [= “Hallelujah!”] (Ps. 113; 146-150)

Petition:  A particular kind of prayer that asks God directly to help with a specific human need (e.g. Ps. 7:1-2; Acts 4:29-30).

Prayer:  Direct human (quoted) speech addressed to God.  Prayers include confession, petition, praise, and thanksgiving.
Refrain:  Poetic lines that are repeated in order to indicate divisions (similar to the “chorus” of many of our worship songs and hymns).  e.g. “His love endures forever” (the second line of every verse of Ps. 136); Ps. 42-43 (42: 5,11; 43:5); Ps. 80 (v. 3, 7, 19).


Forms in the Psalms
1. Lament:  A psalm in which the author complains to God about his current hardships and calls upon God to deliver him.  Typical elements include:

1.1 Opening cry or question
e.g. “How long, O Yahweh...?”
1.2 Description of circumstances or enemies

1.3 Petition asking God to do something to help

 
Sometimes with a request that God punish his enemies (“imprecation”) &/or an explanation 

of reasons why God should act

1.4 Statement of confidence and faith in God

1.5 Vow which promises to thank God when deliverance does come

Examples:  Ezek. 19; Ps. 3-7; 42-43; 140; Lamentations.

2. Praise:  A specific kind of psalm which honors God for his character &/or attributes.

e.g. Pss. 113; 117; 146-150    Elements include:

2.1 Call to praise

Praise Yahweh, O my soul;

all my inmost being, praise his holy name.

Praise Yahweh, O my soul,

and forget not all his benefits–
Ps. 1031-2
2.2 List of those who should praise

Praise Yahweh, you his angels,

you mighty ones who do his bidding,

who obey his word.

Praise Yahweh, all his heavenly hosts,

you his servants who do his will.

Praise Yahweh, all his works

everywhere in his dominion.

Praise Yahweh, O my soul.
10320-22
2.3 Reasons for praise
1033-19
2.4 Concluding “Praise Yahweh!” 
[= “Hallelujah!”]
 10322
3. Thanksgiving:  A Psalm that honors God for his gracious actions toward people

Pss. 30,34,66,73,105-106,111-118
Elements include:

3.1 Call to give thanks

e.g. I love Yahweh, for he heard my voice; . . .

I will call on him as long as I live.
Ps. 1161-2
3.2 Description of distress before deliverance
1163-4, 8-11
3.3 Praise to God for his compassion, faithfulness, etc. in delivering

Yahweh is gracious and righteous; our God is full of compassion.
1165-7
3.4 General statement about how God cares for all his people

Precious in the sight of Yahweh is the death of his saints.
11615

3.5 Promise to fulfill one’s vows
11612-19
3.6 Final Statement of praise
Praise Yahweh!
11619
Selected Key Issues in Interpreting the Psalms

1. Are these individual songs, or are these psalms arranged in a (theo)logical context?

2.  What is the purpose of the super-scriptions?

3.  How can ancient prayers/songs addressed TO GOD be God’s words TO US?

4.  Who is “David”?

5.  How do NT writers view the Psalms?

6.  What is the canonical context of the Psalms?

Reading the Psalms Like a Book
Though the Psalms are ancient hymns, they are not like our hymnbooks

They seem to show special logic in their order

There are 5 “Books”

   Book 1 Pss 1-41
conclusion 41:13

   Book 2 Pss 42-72
conclusion 72:18-19

   Book 3 Pss 73-89
conclusion 89:52

   Book 4 Pss 90-106
conclusion 106:48

   Book 5 Pss 107-150
conclusion (146-150)

If Pss 146-150 are one unit, then perhaps as a unit they form the conclusion to the Psalms

If Pss 146-150 are a unit, perhaps there are other units
eg, 42-43, 120-134, 9-10, 103-106

If the book has a conclusion (146-150), it may also have a corresponding introduction

In book 1 (1-41), almost all have the superscription “of David,” BUT Pss 1 & 2 do not
· In Ps 1:1-2 the one who meditates on Torah is blessed; in Ps 2:12 those who take refuge in Messiah are blessed  (“inclusio”)

· In Ps. 1:2, the righteous “meditate” (hagah) on Torah; in Ps 2:1 the wicked “plot” (hagah) against Messiah

· In Ps 1:6, the wicked perish (’abad) “in their way”; in Ps 2:12, the wicked are destroyed (’abad) “in their way”

· Pss 1&2 therefore appear to be a unit

· Pss 1&2 form an introduction (“superscription”) to the book of Psalms


Themes Introduced in Pss. 1-2
1. Blessedness  11
212 38 etc.

2. The wicked vs. the righteous  11 [21]
37
3. Torah  12
4. Son (of God / of David) 27,12
3superscr.
Davidic Covenant

5. Messiah / anoint  Ps. 2

6. Yahweh’s holy hill (Zion)  26
34
7. Many who say, “ ...”   23
32 46
8. Laying down to sleep / bed
36 49 53
9. Meditate / contemplate  12 21
10. Emptiness / vanity  14 21
42
11. God as a “refuge” (44x)

Themes in Psalms 93-100

1. Yahweh reigns / is King
931  953  9610  971  991. 4
2. He is Lord over creation
Earth [893.7]  931  954  9610  972-5. 9  991
Seas  933-4    954-5  9611 987
“gods”  953  965  977. 9
People  956-7  976  991-2
Heavens  965  976
Clouds & darkness  972
Rivers & mountains  988
3. Yahweh is Holy

935  969. 12  981  991. 5. 9
4. Yahweh will exercise justice

941-15. 20-23  958-11  9610. 13  972-8. 12  982. 9  994
5. Yahweh provides salvation and deliverance

9413-19. 22  951  9710-11  981-3  996-8

6. The proper response to his kingship is worship, especi-ally singing

[921]  951-2  961-2. 12  981. 4-6. 8-9  1001-2.4

Imprecatory Psalms


i.e. Psalms that wish disaster upon others
O Daughter of Babylon, doomed to destruction ,happy is he who repays you for what you have done to us—he who seizes your infants and dashes them against the rocks.
1378-9
Break the teeth in their mouths, O God; tear out, O Yahweh, the fangs of the lions!

Like a slug melting away as it moves along, like a stillborn child, may they not see the sun.
586,8
Perspectives on Imprecations

1. The psalmist is not actively seeking            , but waiting on.
O my Strength, I watch for you; you, O God, are my fortress, my loving God.
599-10
2. God must intervene to prevent further acts of violence against. 

In order that man, who is of the earth, may terrify no more. 
1018

3. The psalmist is not seeking vindication of his own name, but Yahweh’s.

Zeal for your house consumes me,  and the insults of those who insult you fall on me.
699
4. The people of God were expected to support 

(cf. Dt. 2715-26).

5. Judgment of sin necessarily means

6. A high view of God’s character requires the
God is a righteous judge, a God who expresses his wrath every day.
711
7. David prays that judgment may come on
O Yahweh my God, if I have done this and there is guilt on my hands–

if I have done evil to him who is at peace with me or without cause have robbed my foe–

then let my enemy pursue and overtake me; let him trample my life to the ground

and make me sleep in the dust. Selah
73-5
8. The psalmist wants all people to know that God does act on
Before our eyes, make known among the nations that you avenge the outpoured blood of your servants.
7910
9. IF these are the prayers of           , then ultimately they are prayers for judgment which

The Message of the Psalms:
1. People living in a wicked world must focus their faith on:
   Torah (God’s Word)

   the Messiah (God’s Son)

2. God will someday      the righteous and      the wicked.

3. We must wait on God and pray for

4. Our final response to God should be

5. Our hope centers on the                   who will both rule & lead in

Wisdom in Canonical Context
Q: What is the canonical context of the wisdom literature?

A: The same as for all the Kethubim: People in captivity awaiting the coming of messiah to rebuild the temple & establish the kingdom.

Q:  Why are all those important OT themes ignored in the wisdom literature?

A:   Because the people are out of the land, not under Davidic rule nor under the levitical order of sacrifices. They need rules for how to live when the covenant seems to be “off.”

Q:  What are the books of “wisdom” in the Bible?

A: Typically, Proverbs, Job, Ecclesiastes   Argued:  Song of S., certain psalms, James, etc.

Q:  What makes wisdom literature different?

A: It has a different authority

They are lessons learned from personal experience—not “Thus says Yahweh...”

but “Listen, my son, to your father’s instruction...”

Q: How can a person’s experience with the world be God’s Word to us? 

A: It is God speaking through the counsel of a wise (i.e. God-fearing) person

Q: What is meant by “wisdom”?

A: The human search for how to live well & a desire to teach others how to live skillfully; Not intelligence but a particular attitude toward reality — a world view

Unique Emphases of Wisdom Literature
1. It is pragmatic
·Wise choices are discovered and evaluated by what works

·It is not so much “What does God want?” but “What will give me the most happiness and success?”

2. It is rhetorical
·Because it depends on human wisdom, its style is important:  vivid, creative, concise, memorable, clever

·It has a common-sense appeal—you can’t argue with what everyone knows to be true

·It “teases”, i.e. invites further thought rather than closing thought

·It often leaves it up to us to figure out the “moral of the story,” which flatters us into agreement

3. It assumes the unity of life
·There is no distinction between sacred & secular

·All of life is interconnected

·Everything is under God’s rule(s)

·The rules apply everywhere and always

Structure of Job

1-2 Prologue

3 Job

4-5 Eliphaz


6-7 Job

8 Bildad


9-10 Job

11 Zophar


12-14 Job


15 Eliphaz


16-17 Job


18 Bildad


19 Job


20 Zophar


21 Job


22 Eliphaz


23-24 Job


25 Bildad


26-31 Job


--- [Zophar}


--- [Job]


32-37 Elihu  4 “Sayings”

--- [Job]



38-40:2  Yahweh  2 “Sayings”






40:3-5 Job


40:6 – 41 Yahweh

42:1-6 Job

42:7-17 Epilogue

Main Themes in Job

1. It is cast as “dramatic irony”

From the prologue (1-2) & the epilogue (42), we know more than the characters ever do.

2. The plot conflict: Job 

3. His friends’ response:  Since God is fair, Job must be 

4. Job’s response:
4.1  His suffering is disproportionate to any of his sins

4.2  He maintains his integrity

4.3  He demands an answer from God—a court hearing
5. God’s response
5.1  God is in control, & has power over everything

5.2  God owes an explanation to Nobody
5.3  God never gives Job an answer

NB:  Use of ’elohîm / ’elôah  /‘el vs. Yahweh 381 401 42

Point:  Job doesn’t explain why but how we should suffer

6. The importance of the epilogue
·“my [suffering] servant” — a technical term

·Job speaks “what is right”

·Job as intercessor for his friends

·Yhwh accepts Job’s intercessory work

·Yhwh [lit.] “restores the captivity” of Job v. 9 (šub šebît)

·Double returns:

sheep 14,000 (2 x 7,000)   camels 6,000 (2 x 3,000)

oxen 1,000 (2 x 500)        donkeys 1,000 (2 x 500)

7 sons, 3 daughters [the same]   140 years (2 x ???)
7. Conclusion:
7.1 Though God may appear unfair or absent, he will 

7.2 We cannot fathom his ways, i.e. there are 

Themes in Proverbs
1. Creation

1.1 God has built laws into creation

1.2 These laws are universally binding

N.B. There is no reference to covenant, priests, sacrifices, the land, God’s promises to the patri-archs, the levitical laws, the temple, etc.

2. Wisdom

2.1 Those who are wise seek to understand & live by these laws

2.2 There are patterns & order which can be understood by the wise

2.3 The authority is wise human insight, not “Thus says Yahweh . . .”

i.e.  it is advice, not command

3. Foolishness

3.1 Foolishness is unrelated to intelligence

3.2 It describes rebellion against “playing by the rules”

4. Obedience
The “righteous” are those who live in harmony with God, society, & the world of nature

5. Retribution

God has built into life “natural” systems of reward & punishment—

5.1 Living wisely leads to well-being & success
5.2 Living foolishly leads to failure & destruction

6. Fear of Yahweh
The prerequisite to wisdom is recognizing that God will uphold & enforce his created laws

7. Authority Figures
Submission to authority is part of wise living--the king, father, mother, the wise

8. Generality

8.1 The proverbs describe what is usually true in life

8.2 They are not promises, nor are they automatic

9. Main Motifs:

2 Ways & 2 Women

Wisdom vs. Folly

Structure in Proverbs

Prologue 11-8
A  Hermeneutical Introduction 19 - 9


Lady Wisdom                           vs.
                                  the Adultress

120-33
216-19     

313-48, 8
5-7      

91-12
913-18     

B  Proverbs of Solomon  10-2216
A' Sayings of the Wise  2217 - 31

Anonymous  227 - 29

Sayings of Agur 30

Sayings of Lemuel[’s mother] 31

Acrostic on the “noble woman”

(’ešet hayîl, v. 10)  3110-31
Q:  Does the book of Proverbs promise too much?

... Are the righteous always successful?

... Do the foolish always suffer?

... Do they describe real life?
Towards a solution:

1. Proverbs are partially validated by experience
2329-35
2. They are generalizations, probabilities
3. Proverbs are epigrammatic—they present the truth but not the whole truth, all at once
(We need the entire book (with Job & Eccles.) to gain a balanced perspective
“Do not answer a fool according to his folly, or you will be like him yourself.  Answer a fool according to his folly, or he will be wise in his own eyes.”
264-5
4. We must adjust to our genre:  Proverbs looks at the final resolution, the final destiny rather than present trials
“Do not lie in wait like an outlaw against a righteous man's house, do not raid his dwelling place; for though a righteous man falls seven times, he rises again, but the wicked are brought down by calamity.”
2415-16
5. This final end is eschatological—it outlasts death
“In the way of righteousness there is life; along that path is immortality.” 
1228
“When calamity comes, the wicked are brought down,

but even in death the righteous have a refuge.”
1432   cf. 23:18 24:14,19-20


Themes in RuthPRIVATE 

1. God is bringing 
11  “In the days when the judges ruled . . .”

421 “. . .  Boaz the father of Obed, Obed the father of Jesse, and Jesse the father of David.”

2. God’s desires non-Israelites to be included into 

(even into the Messianic line!)

3. Ruth & Boaz are examples of 
( Ruth trusts in God & is committed to His people

( Boaz serves as a Kinsman-Redeemer (go’ēl) 
levirate marriage  Deut. 255-10
Ruth 39,12,13 41,3,4,6,8,14

4. Ruth is a narrative example of the                                           (’ēšet hayîl) of Prov. 3110-31
311
5. Ruth demonstrates the importance of 
( When outside the land, they face death & barrenness

( The Heb. term for "return" (šûb) occurs 15x

( When they do return, they receive blessing


Shared Truths from the Book of Ruth

1. God’s plan is to incorporate ALL peoples into his plan for blessing
· Including those we might consider “unfit”

· We should extend his grace to them

2. We are all called tro live a life of “excellence” (noble character)
· By trusting in his provision

· By returning (repenting) when we’re away from him

· By commitment to his people
· By taking compassion upon and showing mercy to others

The Song of SongsPRIVATE 
 [Song of Solomon, Canticles]
1. Main Interpretations

1.1 Yahweh’s relationship with Israel

1.1.1 Support: mainly Jewish

1.1.2 Problem: No clues in the text to support this reading.

1.2 Christ’s relationship with the Church

1.2.1 Support: mainly Christian

1.2.2 Problems:
1.2.2.1 No clues in the text to support this reading.

1.2.2.2 No NT citations of “fulfillment.”

1.3 Mystical Union with Christ

1.3.1 Support:  Christian mystics

1.3.2 Problems:
1.3.2.1 No clues in the text to support this reading

1.3.2.2 No citations in NT “union” passages

1.4 An ode to human love

1.4.1 Support:  mainly modern

1.4.2 Problems:
1.4.2.1 History of interpretation is against it—it has almost always been taken as figurative

1.4.2.2 It is debatable whether there is progress: is love aroused fulfilled?   27 35  84
1.4.2.3 How is a song about human love a revelation of God?

1.4.2.4 How could Solomon, of all people, be an example of marital love?!?!

2. An Alternative

2.1 Explanation:

2.1.1 

2.1.2 

2.1.3 

2.2 Problems:

2.2.1 History of interpretation: not a widely-held view

2.2.2 Overspecificity of detail

2.3 Contextual Support:
2.3.1 

2.3.2 Solomon is connected with wisdom  1 Ki. 37-12  Ecc. 112-18
2.3.3 Wisdom is personified as 

2.3.4 In the Hebrew canon S.o.S. follows Ruth, a narrative example of

2.3.5 It follows with the traditional, i.e. figurative way of interpreting S.o.S.

2.3.6 It corresponds with the NT (Heb. 1:8-9) and Targumic and Syriac reading of its parallel in Ps. 45 as messianic

Proverbs & the Song of Songs

	Prov. 1-9
	Song of S.

	120-33 Lady Wisdom calls out in the streets & squares cf. 81-10 91-6
	The woman seeks her beloved in the squares cf. 56 – 63

	46-8 the Davidic (DWYD) son is to love & embrace her
	23-6 The woman seeks the embrace of her beloved  (DWYD)

	33 621 73 put wisdom on his heart
	86 put her like a seal over his heart

	518 the wife is portrayed as a fountain
	412,15 she is a spring, well, streams

	634-35 jealousy enrages a man…he will not accept any ransom
	86-7 jealousy is as sheol …if a man were to give all the riches…it would be despised

	74 you are my sister
	49,10,12 51 my sister, bride

	92,5 Lady Wisdom invites him to eat her food & drink her wine
	416 -5 1 she invites him to eat her fruits; he eats & drinks his wine



Main Themes in Ecclesiastes
1. The pursuit of wisdom is                  
711-12
2. Human wisdom has                

817
	Limitations to Human Wisdom

	We don’t have all the facts
	We are not omniscient.

	We don’t see the facts under our noses
	We fail to recognize the facts we do have: our worldview & our presuppositions filter what we are willing to accept as reality.

	We misinterpret the facts.
	We make mistakes in understanding the facts we have.

	We don’t recognize the significance & implications of what we do under-stand.
	

	We do not apply what we know.
	Our knowledge exceeds our willingness to apply & obey.


3. There is a contrast of perspectives:

The author vs. “the preacher” 129-14
Narrative Framing in Ecclesiastes


Narrator 1:1

The Preacher

i.e. Solomon

1:2 — 12:8

Narrator 12:9-14

2 Wisdoms in Eccles.
Source:

Wisdom apart from God



Godly wisdom

i.e. life “under the sun”



i.e. beginning with the









fear of Yahweh




Result:

“meaningless” [vapor /
“it will go better with  

Ungraspable  12 et al  
God-fearing 
men”  812

Main Features in Esther

1. God is never mentioned
None of the names for God are found in the entire book

Point:  Even when God appears to be absent, he controls all things

2. It is filled with irony:  reversals of fortune
e.g.:

 “every man should be ruler over his household” (122cf20)—though the king ends up “obeying” Esther

Haman unwittingly blesses Mordecai

Haman is hanged on the gallows he built

The Jews end up “winning” a battle without an army, king, etc.

3. Mordecai refuses to compromise his loyalty by bowing to a foreign king
(cp. Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach, Abednego)

4. God not only 
Even (especially?) when in a foreign court

Parallels:

Joseph in Pharaoh’s court

Moses in Pharaoh’s court

Daniel in the Babylonian court

Jehoiachin in Evel-Merodach’s court

Ezra in Cyrus’ court

Nehemiah in Artaxerxes’ court

Paul in house arrest (Acts 28)

Esther & Proverbs


“The lot is cast in the lap…But its every decision is from the LORD”
Prov 1633

“Many seek an audience from a ruler, but it is from the LORD that a man gets justice”
Prov 2926
“No harm befalls the righteous, but the wicked have their fill of trouble”
Prov 1221

“Misfortune pursues the sinner, but prosperity is the reward of the righteous”


Prov 1321 
“The LORD works out everything for His own ends—even the wicked for a day of disaster”
Prov 164

A familiar cast of characters:  

The Foolish, Immature  King 

31:2-4 My son… do not spend your strength on women—on those who ruin kings. 

It is not for kings, O Lemuel—not for kings to drink wine nor for rulers to crave beer…   

20:2  A king's wrath is like the roar of a lion;  he who angers him forfeits his life.
Drunkards in general 

20:1 Wine is a mocker and beer a brawler; whoever is led astray by them is not wise

The Rash, Proud, Wicked Villain vs. The righteous, wise, humble

13:3 He who speaks rashly will come to ruin.

16:18 Pride goes before destruction, a haughty spirit before a fall 

16:5 The LORD detests all the proud of heart.  Be sure of this: They will not go unpunished.

18:2 Before his downfall a man’s heart is proud, but humility comes before honor

11:2 When pride comes, then comes disgrace, but with humility comes wisdom.

14:29 A patient man has great understanding, but a quick-tempered man displays folly

13:22 A sinner’s wealth is stored up for the righteous
A familiar sequence of events: 

16:27  If a man digs a pit, he will fall into it;  if a man rolls a stone, it will roll back on him. 

 28:10 He who leads the upright along an evil path will fall into his own trap, but the blameless will  receive a good inheritance. 

“That same day King Xerxes gave Queen Esther the estate of Haman, the enemy of the Jews…and Esther appointed Mordecai over Haman’s estate”   
Esther 79- 82
Prov 11:7 When the righteous prosper, the city rejoices; when the wicked perish, there are shouts of joy. 

“Mordecai left the king’s presence wearing royal garments of blue and white, a large crown of gold and a purple robe of fine linen. And the city of Susa shouted and rejoiced” Esther 8:15

Main Themes in Ezra-Nehemiah

N.B.  Ezra-Nehemiah have traditionally being regarded as a single book

1. The people need to return to the land after their captivity  cp. Ruth

2. The need for rebuilding is emphasized

new temple (Ezra 1-6)

new walls (Nehemiah)

new community (Ezra-Nehemiah)

3. Both Ezra & Nehemiah lead in social/spiritual reforms

prayer   Ezra 61082396-101  Neh 14-112449[69]95-371117
commitment to Torah
Ezra 710,26
priesthood

covenant renewal
Neh 938-1039
racial purity (no intermarriage)

remembrance of & thanks for God’s promises to their forefathers

4. Ezra-Nehemiah’s reforms 
Neh. 13

Question:  What is the narrative effect of the “bad” ending?

Answer:  It raises 
 What was the result of the temple-building effort?

Ez 312-13  Mixed response to 

424 The job was left 

Should Ezra/Nehemiah have refused to allow others to

4:1-3 cp Ezra 14 


Zech 24-5.10-11 611-15 Isa 563-8

 Should Ezra/Nehemiah have demanded the

Joseph & Asenath, Moses & Zipporah, Salmon & Rahab, Boaz & Ruth, Uriah & Bathsheba, Xerxes & Esther

Other texts oppose 
(cf. Malachi)

Possible Implications:

· Other texts oppose this                                                              (cf. Jonah, Ruth)

· Other texts raise doubts about promoting                                                           (cf. Daniel)

· Ezra/Nehemiah would then expose the dangers of 

· This would call into question whether Ezra & Nehemiah should be viewed 

5. Ezra-Nehemiah’s warns us against confusing 
Biblical Genealogies
1. Broad

These are the sons of Israel: Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah… 1 Chr 21
Purpose: to emphasize that all are included
2. Deep

The sons of Solomon: Rehoboam, Abijah his son, Asa his son … 1 Chr 310

Purpose: to legitimate an heir
3. Descending
Parent to child 1 Chr 939-44  cf. Mat 11-16

4. Ascending
Child to Parent 1 Chr 914-16 cf. Luke 323-37


Purposes of OT Genealogies
1. They show that God’s plan extends to 

2. They trace the line of descent from the offspring of the woman (Gen. 3:15) to Jesus

3. They inform us of who are the “good guys” and who are the “bad guys”

cp. The program at a ball game

4. They anchor the story of the Bible into the

there are no genealogies in Aesop’s fables

Main Themes in Chronicles

1. It recaps all of the OT from Adam to the exile

2. The house of David is the royal, messianic line.

( David’s genealogy 11 – 34
( Genealogy of Judah       41-23
( David  1 Chr 11-29

David becomes king

David brings ark to Jerusalem

Davidic covenant  1 Chr 17

Preparation for the Temple
3. The Temple in Jerusalem is the only center for true worship of Yahweh.

4. Though the Northern Kingdom is not recognized as legitimate, Yahweh cares for “all Israel” (40x)

5. The Levitical priesthood and joyful worship are linked

6. Yahweh punishes disobedience and rewards obedience

7. Serving Yahweh with the heart is emphasized (“heart” 63x)

8. There remains hope for God’s people—a future, Davidic, messianic king who will build the Temple and rule God’s kingdom forever






Numbers 15, 18, 27f.





Narrative 502 43%


Poetry      387 33%


Discourse        23%





Literary Types in the Bible





Leviticus 11f.





Exodus 35 - Leviticus 7





Exodus 25-31





Exodus 2022 - 2333





10 Commandments





Exodus 191-25





Exodus 2018-21





Exodus 24





Exodus 32-34





Leviticus 8-10





Numbers 1-14, 16-17, 20f.





� EMBED ALEditor  ���





1 Sam.         21-10                                              2 Samuel                                    222-237  238-2425


11-28                           211                                                                               221         





11        36   37                                                      16    17              21 “in those days Israel had no king           . . .	every man did what                        


                                                                                       was right in his own 


                                                                                       own eyes”











     �The distinction between synonymous and synthetic parallelism is not always clear.  Strictly speaking, even in synonymous parallelism there is always some change in perspective or emphasis.  As James Kugel has pointed out, there is some advance movement from the first line to the second: “A is so, and what’s more, B is so. . . .  B typically supports A, carries it further, backs it up, completes it, goes beyond it” (The Idea of Biblical Poetry [New Haven: Yale, 1981]: 8, 52).


     � “The ways of parallelism are numerous and varied, and the intensity of the semantic parallelism established between clauses might be said to range from ‘zero perceivable correspondence’ to ‘near-zero perceivable differentiation’ (i.e., just short of word-for-word repetition)” (Kugel, The Idea of Biblical Poetry: 7).
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