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Grace is the lightning; our giving is the thunder.

Acts 17:11 – received the message with great earnestness – and even as someone is teaching – also examine the Scriptures every day to see if what Paul said was true.  Study God’s Word – make sure it lines up with Scripture.

This subject – homespun advice and financial advice that is out there – just be sure you are weighing in light of Scripture.

Scripture is core – My Word shall not return on to me void or empty without accomplishing the purpose that it was sent.

God promises it about Scripture – if we want our teaching to have lasting value – we need to immerse in Scripture

Jeremiah 23:28-29 –What does straw have to do with grain?  It breaks our thought patterns with beliefs and thoughts.

Why is money so important to God?  Richard Halverson

Jesus Christ said more about money than any other single thing – because when it comes to a man’s real nature, money is of first importance.  Money is an exact index to a man’s true character.  All through Scripture there is a connection.

Luke 19:8-9 – 

Most of the Scriptures we won’t be turning to – Lord, Lord, Here and now I give half of my possessions to the poor, and if I have cheated anybody out of anything, I will pay back  four times the amount.  Jesus responds to this man’s transformed view of money and possessions ->

Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house.”

If you have been saved – you will be transformed in your thinking and actions concerning money and possessions.

Matthew 19:21-22 Go, sell your possessions and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven.
Treasure you give to the poor – becomes treasure in another place.

Jesus says it is hard for a rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven. His needle example means it's virtually impossible.  

We tend to "protect the Bible" in situations like this. We need to let the Bible speak with its own power. 
What does Jesus judge?  His unwillingness to surrender his money and possessions – demonstrates a lack of salvation and repentance.

Luke 3: 7-14 Produce fruit in keeping with repentance.  And do not say We have Abraham as our father.  Every tree that doesn’t produce good fruit will be cut down.

What should we do then?  The crowd asked.

1. The man with two tunics should share with one who has none

2. The one who has food should do the same

Tax collectors also came to be baptized.  

3. Don’t collect more than you are required to do.

Soldiers asked what should we do?

4. Don’t extort money

5. Don’t accuse people falsely

6. Don’t be content with your pay.

5 things have do to with money and possessions. If not 6 out of 6!

Don’t accuse people falsely – why soldiers were being told this – historically what soldiers had the power to do – they could come up to someone and say “You stole those goods.”  - I am going to confiscate it from you. That would be to accuse someone falsely – in order to get something from them materially. 

Acts 19:18-20 

When they calculated the value of the scrolls, the total came to fifty thousand drachmas – extreme value.  What is Luke’s point?   A sign of repentance. Who would burn something of that value in case people were concerned?

Acts 3:44-45

Everything in common. They shared everything – people whose hearts and lives were transformed – and manifested in change of action and attitudes in money and possessions. They realized that it belonged to God and those in need.

Acts 4:32-35 –

Much grace was upon them all – God’s grace is the lightening – and our giving is the thunder.  Lightening and thunder – sequence. Lightening precedes thunder.  (Grace of God that is upon you) – Manifested through giving – through generous giving.  No needy persons among them - Distributed to anyone as he had need.

	Mark 12:41-44

Poor Widow

	Luke 12:16-21

Rich Fool

	God is watching what people are doing with their money.  Many rich people threw in their money – (drama in throwing) but a poor widow came out and put in two very small copper coins worth only a fraction of a penny.

Calling his disciples to them, “This poor widow has put in more into the treasury than all the others.”  

They gave out of their wealth; but she, out of her poverty, put everything – all she had to live on.
How would you have counseled the poor 

Widow?

· Cushion

· Give $2

· What is her motivation

· This is all you got left – give a portion

· We will bail her out

Here you have this tension – irresponsible not to save up?  Christ is commending this poor woman for giving away everything.

We'd have a real problem with her if she showed up asking for money from the deacon's fund. 

	You have ample goods laid up – relax, eat, drink and be merry. But God said, you fool – this very night – your life will be demanded from you.  Then who will get what you have prepared for yourself?

This is how it will be with anyone who stores up things for himself but is not rich toward God.

Striking:

· Does not say in explicit terms – that this man is an unrighteous man.  

· The bulk of his money – all about him.

· Point – the passage doesn’t develop that t guy is sinful – the sin is wrapped up into something close to what we would call the American Dream

How would you have counseled the rich fool? 
· You deserve it   he’s worked hard.

· Are you tithing?

· Rich fools for their board
How does the rich fool’s worldview and financial planning differ from ours?



What’s the difference of the rich man's world view and ours? Not much. Am I more like the rich fool or the poor widow? I take the Fifth! Ken who was worked in financial planning for 30 years suggests 95% are in the rich fool category. Kara who is a missionary kid and future missionary, notes that we think in terms of self-providing, overlooking God’s provisions as much as any secularist. Randy tells of a rich man who decided to downsize his home and give the proceeds to God’s work. But his home Bible study group counseled him not to be so unwise. The initial exhilaration and the final discouragement was palpable. 

Where do I fall between the poor widow and the rich fool?  

Romans 14:12 – Each of us will give an account of himself to God

2 Corinthians 5:10 – We must all appear before the judgment seat -accountable for the good and the bad.

Some resources: 

http://www.generousgiving.org/
Neither Poverty Nor Riches: A Biblical Theology of Possessions (New Studies in Biblical Theology), by Craig L. Blomberg

Stewardship Parables

Eleven of Christ’s 39 Parables deal with finances and asset management.  And a number of those 11 are among the longest of the parables.  

· Shrewd Manage (Luke 16:1-8)

· Faithful and wise Servant

· Watchful Servants

· Talents and the Minas

· The Sheep and the Goats

· The tenants (Vineyard Renters)

· Unworthy Servant (Luke 17:7-10)

· The Rich Fool (Luke 12:16-21)

· The rich man and Lazarus (Luke 16:19-31)

Steward:  One entrusted with another’s wealth or property, and charged with the responsibility of managing it in the Owner’s best interest.

Luke 16:1-13 the dishonest steward.  There is ultimate accountability. There is a window of time for him to rectify things. The termination of his job is akin to our death. For the present time, the management of our things ends at death. His key is to provide for himself materially. He endears himself to the people and is commended for acting shrewdly. 
Luke 16:9 “I tell you, use worldly wealth to gain friends for yourselves, so that when it is gone, you will be welcomed into eternal dwellings.” 

How can we do this? If we invest in people so we are endeared to them, then we invest in eternity. We use worldly wealth to help others. What’s the “welcomed into eternal dwellings?” it’s not going to heaven. Why the plural? John 14 speaks of dwelling places (plural). The easiest interpretation is that these are literal dwelling places in which we live in eternity. The rewards of stewardship are not figurative, though many read it that way. God will not stop being a giver in eternity, nor will we! We must not “Platonize” this. Eating, serving, dwelling are literal pictures. The idea that we can have impact on people we’ve never met and entertain them in eternity is a cool and true picture. We may have to wait a bit, but there’s plenty of time for that!

We are being tested now in terms of management. Our level of trust later is related to our faithfulness with worldly wealth, possessions, now. We will rule over all sorts of things. 
Many of the stewardship parables include judgment. This leads liberals to affirm justification by works. But that’s not right. Others ignore judgment based on works. That’s also not right. Ephesians 2:10 is true as is Titus 3:8. We will live out His values if we are truly regenerate. 

What are the lessons of the stewardship parables? 

The Master?

The master has expectations. He’s compassionate, fair, understanding, but there are severe consequences for those who don’t obey him. He will punish poor stewardship. 
His ownership 

The master is the owner of all assets. Everything belongs to the master. Therefore He alone has the right to do with it whatever He wishes. Deuteronomy 10:14; Leviticus 25:23; 1 Chronicles 29:11-12; Psalm 50:10-12; 1 Corinthians 6:19-20
The Master’s power. 

The master’s will is authoritative. Behind his words there is ultimate power.

The Master’s trust. 

He has delegated to his servants authority over his money and possessions. This shows a trust in their ability to manage them. And willingness to take the risk of delegating responsibilities to people who may fail.
The Master’s expectations. 

The master has high expectations of his stewards. He’s not easy, but He’s fair. He has every right to expect his stewards to do what he’s told them.
The Master’s temporary absence.

The master is away for a season. The relationship is long-distance—consequently, there is delayed accountability. It’s a test of each servant’s devotion to see if the master’s standards are maintained even though he isn’t there to give immediate reward or correction.
The Master’s imminent return. 

The master will come back. It may be sooner, it may be later, but he could return at any time, likely when least expected.
The Master’s generosity. 

He has the right to expect the servant to do what he commanded without reward. Yet the master graciously promises reward and promotion to faithful stewards.
The Master’s strictness. 

The master’s instructions were reasonable. He’s not one to accept excuses. The servants know his high standards. They shouldn’t presume upon his grace by being lazy and disobedient. The master will take away whatever reward he would have given the servant who is unfaithful. And He will discipline the servant for poor stewardship.
The Stewards? 

The steward who understands and loves the master is the one who acts faithfully. Stewards are servants, called to humility. That’s recognizing that none of the money belongs to me. The temptation is to think since I manage it, control it, it must belong to me. 
Good stewards are characterized by Industriousness, Accountability; Faithfulness (Stewardship is the Servant’s life calling) Wisdom in Investing; Readiness for masters Return; Fear of the Master (If they are unfaithful, they may feel the master’s wrath).  

God owns everything; we own nothing; we are responsible stewards of what is entrusted to us. This is as true of our children and grandchildren as of our other possessions. 

When I produce wealth, and it is the result of my own hard work, it’s difficult to remember who owns it. 

I am in charge of what I have, what He has entrusted to me. I’m NOT responsible for what others have. I’m also not responsible for how much He gives. It’s not given equally. And the Christian life is not just a matter of going to heaven. It’s serving responsibly and joyfully here and there. 

The master has a keen eye – An individual servant’s efforts will not be negated by the unfaithfulness of others. Audience of one.  Single-mindedness in Service. To serve the Master well.

You work hard – and it is good to take satisfaction in hard work (for the Lord); 

God cares about rewards – if you don’t like the idea – get over it; wasn’t our idea but God’s idea.

John Wesley’s Questions about Spending

1. In spending the money, am I acting as if I owned it, or am I acting as the Lord’s trustee?

2. What Scripture requires me to spend this money in this way?

3. Can I offer up this purchase as a sacrifice to the Lord?

4. Will God reward me for this expenditure at the resurrection of the just?

Leviticus 25:23 is more than just the promised land. 

Asceticism
If silver and gold are things evil in themselves, then those who keep away from them deserve to be praised. But if they are good creatures of God, which we can use both for the needs of our neighbor and for the glory of God, is not a person silly, yes, even unthankful to God, if he refrains from them as if they were evil?


Martin Luther
Away, then, with that inhuman philosophy which, while conceding only a necessary use of creatures, not only malignantly deprives us of the lawful fruit of God’s beneficence but cannot be practiced unless it robs a man of all his senses and degrades him to a block.

John Calvin
Poverty also hath its temptations. For even the poor may be undone by the love of that wealth and plenty which they never get; and they may perish for over-loving the world, that never yet prospered in the world. 

Richard Baxter, 1675
The denial of stuff because its stuff – does us no good – and is not ultimately accurate – a way to promote our own self-righteousness

Staying away from stuff as if it were evil is not a biblical attitude. Deuteronomy 14:24-26; 1 Timothy 4:1-5: For everything God is created is good and nothing is to be rejected if it is received with thanksgiving, because it is consecrated by the word of God and prayer.

Materialism is an error in one direction, but asceticism is an equal error in the other. Mother Teresa may have gotten rid of a donated carpet, thinking it was unspiritual to have the comfort it brought, but that seems different than Bible. 

What of “low impact living” “tread lightly on the earth”? If my giving something up has little impact on the earth, then there’s certainly no merit in giving it up. One can certainly become legalistic based on living on little. So driving a beater and judging people who have nicer cars is sin according to Matthew 7 and Romans 14. 

John Piper differentiates simple living vs. strategic living. A computer is not a necessary thing, but it’s a strategic thing for a writer like Randy. 

“Live simply that others may simply live” is a great statement, but be sure the connection between the two phrases is really there. Wesley said something like “Make all you can; give away all you can.”
Every time we acquire a possession, it demands our attention. Stuff has a hold on us. 
What is materialism? It’s not having things. Poor people can be very materialistic. Materialism is thinking that things are the solution to my problems, the source of my happiness. 
Where riches hold the dominion of the heart, God has lost His authority.

John Calvin
Basically materialism is believing “life consists of possessions.” Stuff has mass, mass has gravity, and stuff has a hold on us and can keep us in its orbit. Stuff distracts us from the best things (Mt 13:22; the deceitfulness of wealth, not wealth itself; what’s the lie? That you can’t do without it.)

Rich people may not be materialistic, but it’s really hard. Test your heart by giving a lot! Be like the widow at least for a while. Materialism is when stuff has our attention. 
Sin is finding our identity in anything other than God. Materialism is when we think this world of space-time and mass-energy is all there is. We are talking about materialism more in the sense of ethics than metaphysics. Sometimes materialism is making my own greed the idol, the demanding master. In a spiritual sense greed is idolatry when I am in pursuit of stuff. Then I have to re

What is the cure for materialism? Giving!
Greed becomes idolatry – the internal attitude shows in the external action. But the sin happens with the attitude. 

· Lust – Adultery Matt. 5:28
· Hatred- Murder 1 John 3:15
· Greed – Idolatry Col. 3:5
There was once in man a true happiness of which there now remain to him only the mark and empty trace, which he in vain tries to fill from all his surroundings, seeking from things absent the help he does not obtain in things present. But these are all inadequate, because the infinite abyss can only be filled by an infinite and immutable object, that is to say, only by God Himself.

Blaise Pascal
Revelation 3:17-18

You say, “I am rich; I have acquired wealth and do not need a thing.” But you do not realize that you are wretched, pitiful, poor, blind and naked. I counsel you to buy from me gold refined in the fire, so you can become rich; and white clothes to wear, so you can cover your shameful nakedness; and salve to put on your eyes, so you can see. 
Luke 16:13 – Jesus said, “No servant can serve two masters.  You cannot serve both God and money.”

Revelation 18:7 –Give her as much torture and grief as the glory and luxury she gave herself.

Thing are not evil. The judgment on Babylon in Rev. 18 isn’t on the gold and jewels for they are in the heavenly Jerusalem. Living your life for them and put them ahead of other people and God himself.
2 Timothy 3 – Old earth will die – and new earth will live on for all eternity.  The judgment on the old world system - 

Satisfaction that is to come in God – knowing God – John 7:37-38 – God is the headwaters from which all satisfaction comes.

St. Augustine: You drove them from me and took their place.  You who are sweeter than all pleasure.

It's totally contrary to the American dream, but it's true that materialism brings us Unhappiness and Anxiety

Andrew Carnegie Millionaires seldom smile
Randy is in the position where he spends a lot of time with wealthy people. His experience is that almost without exception they are being ruined by wealth. When they “get it” and don’t have to worry about anything they give over to God they begin to smile. 

Ecclesiastes 2:1-11 I denied myself nothing my eyes desired; I refused my heart no pleasure.

Many people spend their lives chasing after the mirages. Solomon ran out of mirages before he ran out of money. That yacht didn’t satisfy, but . . .  Go to some of the studies of those who won big lotteries. It is amazing to see the level of misery in those lives. They are more miserable because before they had the hope/dream that winning the lottery would make them happy. 

Eccles. 5:10-15  
Whoever loves money never has money enough. 

The more you have, the more you want.

Whoever loves wealth is never satisfied with his income. 

The more you have, the less
you’re satisfied.
As goods increase, so do those who consume them.

The more you have, the more people (including the government) come after it. 

And what benefit are they to the owner except to feast his eyes on them?

The more you have, the more you realize it doesn’t meet your real needs.

The sleep of a laborer is sweet, whether he eats little or much, but the abundance of a rich man permits him no sleep.

The more you have, the more you have to worry about.

I have seen a grievous evil under the sun: wealth hoarded to the harm of its owner

The more you have, the more you can hurt yourself with it. 

or wealth lost through some misfortune.

The more you have, the more you have to lose.
Naked a man comes from his mother’s womb; as he comes, so he departs. He takes nothing from his labor he can carry in his hand.

The more you have, the more you have to leave behind. 

John Wesley Wherever true Christianity spreads, it must cause diligence and frugality, which, in the natural course of things, must beget riches! And riches naturally beget pride, love of the world, and every temper that is destructive of Christianity. Now, if there be no way to prevent this, Christianity is inconsistent with itself and, of consequence, cannot stand, cannot continue long among any people; since, wherever it generally prevails, it saps its own foundation.

People obey God – God rewards them – prosperity – they tend to trust in the riches – become prideful- start using out their money to fund immorality – God judges them.

The guy with the new car has to watch it. Randy gets a phone call from a young man confessing he dented Randy’s car. Randy wanted to know, “which dent??”

Piety gave birth to prosperity and the child devoured her mother. 

Prosperity has a great foundation in Bible. It works if and only if you leave out a lot of verses!

How would the apostle Paul respond to Prosperity Theology? The key to any heresy – must just go to those places that do support it. The element of truth is what makes it believable.

Acts 9:16 – I will show him how much he must suffer for my name.

Philippians 1:29 – It has been granted to you on behalf of Christ not only to believe but to suffer 

1 Corinthians 4:8-13 – We are weak, dishonored, rags, scum of the earth

2 Corinthians 11:23-29 – In danger

2 Corinthians 12:7-10 To keep me from becoming conceited, there was given me a thorn in the flesh, a messenger of Satan, to torment me. 

Not only does he remind us that God allows us physical hardships to boast in Christ and depend upon Christ – God send physical adversity and He is involved in poverty and hardship – but also those things those things are used of God to create Christ-like character. He prays three times.  (3 times is very significant – that is not many times).  

Part of the fundamental problem with health and prosperity – it fails to see God using these things.

There is some truth in prosperity theology – God promises to honor and reward and some of these do come in this life.

Galatians 6:11; 2 Timothy 4:20; Philippians 2:24-30; 1 Timothy 5:23; 1 Peter 5:9; 

1 Peter 4:12-5  - Do not be surprised at the painful trial you are suffering, as though something strange was happening….

Mark 10:29-30 – No one who has left home or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or fields for me and the gospel will fail to receive a hundred times as much in this present age  and with them – persecutions and in the age to come, eternal life.

Galatians 1:6-10 – Even if we or an angel from heaven should preach a gospel other than the one we preached to you, let him be eternally condemned.  (Paul- the inspired Word of God).

Did Jesus promise prosperity? Yes, Mk 10:29-30, Jesus said, "Truly, I say to you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or lands, for my sake and for the gospel,  who will not receive a hundredfold now in this time, houses and brothers and sisters and mothers and children and lands, with persecutions, and in the age to come eternal life.

But note the coming of persecution. “Live like a King’s kid?” Jesus was the King and didn’t live like that

A Gospel that is more true in the United States and South Korea and Japan and parts of Europe but not true in Rwanda is not the true Gospel.

Deceitfulness of wealth – how does wealth lie to us?

· Think we can’t do without it.

· If you want – the chicks to hang out – buy this car.

· Part of being sinners – we are stupid – part of what happens to us. Sin is never smart; righteousness is smart.

Tithing is the training wheels of giving. OT people did not have indwelling Spirit of God and in a poor culture – required multiple tithes (23%) but a 10% - maybe he hasn’t lowered his standards.  

Barna Report on Giving

96% of American Christians give away less than 10% of their income – Average 2.6%

Today’s average American church member gives 30% less, proportionately, than the average church member gave in 1933, during the Great Depression.
4 out of every 10 church adults give nothing to churches

1/3 of born again adults said they tithed – but only 1 in 8 did.

2.6% is dragged way up – by people who are giving away 90% of their income. 

The average church donor – $649 – IN 2000 – Down from $806 in 1999.

Married adults are more likely than single adults to donate some money to a church in a given month. (64 percent to 42 percent).
“Those in their twenties are substantially less likely (36 percent) than those in their thirties and forties (58 percent), or fifties or sixties (68 percent) to give to a church in a given month.” 

The older you are – the greater your tendency to give generously. The younger a church goer – the less he gives proportionally.  

80% of the money given to the American church is given by that age 55 and older.

Within 50 years - $100 trillion will pass from older to younger.

Each generation is successively giving less than the generation below. If something doesn’t drastically change – more wealth will be clung on to – the center of gravity – gravity holds you around – unless they discover what it means to give – bondage to materialism.
Lack of giving means a lack of 

Support for church, mission, relief

Kingdom mindedness

Christlikeness

God’s blessing

Our Master’s joy

God’s grace
Randy argues one should not withhold money from your church. If you disagree, go to the leaders. If that can’t be resolved, then respectfully leave the church. Acts 2 & 4 make it clear that one gives to the church and trusts the leaders. If that’s not possible, then find a church where you can give generously. 
Why are so many Christians not generous givers?
Debt which represents spending beyond our income. They are in bondage to their past spending.

All debt is dangerous and most debt is unnecessary, according to Randy. In the most prosperous society in history, we tie up our money in debt for things we can’t afford.

There’s a lack of vision for what the gift will accomplish. Connecting the gift and the result can be done better. 
When we talk about money, we talk about tithing and it becomes a duty apart from eternal perspective and grace. Some think that if we are so far below tithing, then preaching Law of Tithing will solve the problem. When Randy talks with those who say they believe in grace giving, he asks them how much they do give. It’s virtually never at anything generous. It usually means “I give virtually nothing” which means grace itself means nothing. If tithing is the training wheels of grace giving, the start there and move ahead. The average American Christian should be giving far more than 10%, given the wealth of our society. Grace giving in the NT says, “everything.”

We feel the need to save and provide for the future. They look to the passages that speak of the ant and such, but skip the generous giving passages. There is a real challenge in getting the two in balance. The balance of American Christians need to hear the “generous giving” passages rather than the “provide for your future” passages. The “bag lady” syndrome is too common: if I give, I’ll be on the street, a bag lady. Randy has never found anyone in America who is generous to a fault. He has seen places where one member of the family gets a vision bigger than the rest of the family. That can damage relationship in the family. It’s certainly not wrong to have a retirement account. But it should be on the table for consideration along with the “everything” God owns.
We’re not good at denying ourselves (Matthew 16:24)

We’re afraid of being taken advantage of

Lack of eternal perspective  
Matthew 6
Don’t store up treasure? No. Treasure is good. 

Don’t store up treasure for myself. No. Put it where you can find it. Put it in heaven. It’s not selfish, but smart. It’s clearly in my best interest. Obedience is in my own best interest. The issue isn’t self vs. not self, but smart vs. stupid! There are sacrifices involved in good stewardship, but they are nothing compared to the sacrifice of bad stewardship! Giving is a sacrifice, but it’s also in my best interest. The point of sacrifice is giving to God, not the pain of the giving. A sacrifice may not “hurt” at all. Jim Elliot: “A man is no fool who gives what he can’t keep to gain what he cannot lose.” The whole point of the statement is “gain” and the greatest gain! Don’t settle for the piddly little things you can’t take with you anyway. And worse than that, they don’t bring much happiness anyway. 
A real giver does what he wants. When God grips you, when the lightning of His grace hits, the thunder resonate. 

Is it an accident God entrusted all this money to us?

We need to help each other raise the bar. That young people are giving so little isn’t their failure, but our failure. We have not given them the joyous model they need.

Can giving be something we talk about? Doesn’t Matthew 6 say we should never talk? Actually the point is that we don’t give in order to be get recognition from people. It’s like prayer. We don’t hide it but neither do we talk about it for our glory. Let your light shine is Jesus’ instruction. 

This does raise a question about people who give in order to get their name on a building. But sharing giving stories is important so long as it’s done with humility. It’s just like someone giving a testimony of succeeding in marriage or anything else. Saying it could lead to pride is true, of course. But that it could go bad shouldn’t keep us from doing it well. There are lots of stories in the Bible of giving which are well told. Let’s follow those examples. 
Keys to Treasure

KEY #1 – God Owns EVERYTHING – I am His Money Manager

KEY #2 - My heart always goes where I put God’s Money

Where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

Not a value judgment; a simple fact.

The law of vested interests: Whatever we invest in, we care about.

Where we put money shows where our heart is. But it also determines where our heart goes. (Missions, unreached peoples group – Jesus says exactly h to get a heart - give your money (God’s money) – the more you give – you decide you will fund a translation project).

Do you want a passion for missions?  Years ago as a pastor, Randy had a China prayer group – he lost a lot of his mission’s passion.  Deliberate decision to give more of our discretionary money – majority money outside the church – if you are giving to something  - “out there somewhere” – more a vested interest in church – giving more – caring more – heart drawn more and more to missions – 

A real giver gives what He wants – it’s not check off the box – when God grips you – the thunder of giving results. Good news – the choice is yours; you can put your heart wherever you want to. (Helping the poor, the needy, etc)

Take action so your heart will be in it. Don’t wait to take action until your heart’s in it. You cannot afford NOT to give – believe God and trust Him. Don’t let your giving follow your heart –Give so your heart will follow your giving.

As long as we let giving follow our heart – my giving – (spending of money) – where will be?  But give so my heart follows my giving –then I have my job.

Your heart is not where-

your treasure used to be,

you wish your treasure was,

your hope or plan your treasure to one day be

Your heart is where your TREASURE is NOW

KEY #3 – Heaven - the New Earth – Not Earth under the Curse, is my Home

Hebrews 11:13-16 – He has prepared a city for them.

Phil 3:20 – Our citizenship is in heaven

There are communities in people everywhere – even in the US – We need to help each other – raise the bar.  Young people in our churches – those are shocking statistics – not the failure of the young people, but our failure. We have not given them the contagious = -joy-filled model they need.

Key #4 – I should live not for the dot, but for the line.

._____________________________________________>

The dot


The Line: 

Life on earth


Life in heaven

Hebrews 11:25-26


Jesus calls us to lose our life – in order that we might be able to find it. The point of losing of our life –is to find it. Don’t hang on to our life – because if you try to keep it – you will lose it.

Our problem is we fail to understand what is truly in our self-interest and we act in ways that mistakenly believe is 

KEY #5 – Giving is the Only Antidote to Materialism

People who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into many foolish and harmful desires that plunge men into ruin and destruction.  1 Timothy 6:9-10

Materialism is a joyless self-destruction

For the love of money is the root of all kinds of evil. Some people eager for money have wandered from the faith and pierce themselves with many grief’s (1 Timothy 6:9-10)

Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, but to put their hope in God who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment. (1 Timothy 6:17)

The problem is not that things are bad. The problem is when you life your life all about the accumulation of things – and you orbit around those things –and you make those things of idols.  

Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be generous and willing to share.  In this way they will lay up treasure for themselves as a firm foundation for the coming age, so that they may take hold of the life that is truly life. (1 Timothy 6:18-19)

Key #6 – God prospers me not to raise my standard of living but to increase my standard of giving.

Cycle of Addiction





Grace given by God

More 






Joy overflowing us

Joy, more giving




Giving – Grace welling up in rich generosity

Many Christians who if they simply disciplined themselves to give – be crazy for Jesus – they think it will be hard –they feel the joy and contentment 

It is more blessed to give than to receive – Acts 20:35

Blessed – There truly is a basic meaning of happiness – not limited to happiness – that involve an actual experience of happiness, pleasure, and joy

Keep remembering that our Master said “You’re far happier giving than getting.”

Mal. 3:10

Luke 6:38 – Jesus said – Give, and it will be given to you, a good measure, pressed down, shaken together, and running over, will be placed into your lap….

2 Corinthians 9:10-11

He will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of righteousness.  You will be made rich in every way so that (material riches) –YOU CAN BE GENEROUS ON EVERY OCCASION.

God takes care of His children!

What makes us think that just because God gives us all this stuff that we are supposed to keep it?  Fed Ex example. We should be thinking in terms of where He wants it to go.  We are His money managers- He gives us more than we need.  The more He is sending the message – there are places He wants it to go.

Remember this: whoever sows sparingly…

Charles Spurgeon: The most generous Christians have always been most happy – men trust good stewards with larger sums – He gives by cartloads to those who give by bushels. Where wealth is not bestowed the Lord makes the little much by giving contentment.

R.G. Letourneau: "God shovels it in, and I shovel it back but God has a bigger shovel."  He gave 90% of his company; 90% of his personal income to God -

What can we do to create a culture of giving in our churches?

We need the grace of Jesus – if we are not giving – it shows – we are missing out on the grace of Jesus!

Dicken’s Christmas Carol – the actual account – He converted – He came to faith – He goes out as a Christmas changed man – and He goes through the streets (miser) (Miserable) – and generous givers – giddy he gets – 

Remember the example of people who hoarded Confederate Money

Are we headed away from our treasures or toward them?

If you look at what Jesus is saying – do not store up for yourselves treasures in earth – but what has happened to a lot of us – even as Christians – we have accumulated so many treasures on earth – so our eyes are on these treasures – every day in our life – we are backing away from our treasures….

Lay up yourselves in heaven – now every day of my life – as I move toward the day of my death – I’m headed toward my treasures. If you spend your life backing away from your treasures – you are despairing – but toward your treasure – you have joy.

What about tithing?

It’s important to remember that God owns the 90% too! 

Do a study on free will offering in the OT. It’s a big deal there. Generosity isn’t a new idea with Jesus. Let’s do it at least as well as godly people then did. 
Once you grasp TRUE GACE Giving, tithing becomes a moot point.

Tithing isn’t the end-all of giving.

Tithing isn’t giving

Tithing is ceasing to rob God. (How would you feel – testimony - God’s grace so strong – last year robbed 6 7-11’s – my plan this year – only rob 3).   Develop a plan to stop robbing him.


Tithing is giving’s training wheels. 

2 Corinthians 8-9 – At the very end – Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift.

Don’t denigrate the word of “grace” – by calling grace giving – Don’t be distracted when people start talking about – grace giving – doing nothing – and doing what I feel like it.

Strategic Question: Five minutes after we die, what will we wish we would have given?

Strategic Plan: Spend the rest of our lives closing the gap between what we’ll wish we would have given and what are giving.

Stephen King


We come in naked and broke. We may be dressed when we go out, but we’re just as broke. Warren Buffet? Going to go out broke. Bill Gates? Going out broke. Tom Hanks? Going out broke. Steve King? Broke. Not a crying dime.


All the money you earn, all the stocks you buy, the mutual funds you trade—all that is smoke and mirrors. It’s still going to be a quarter-past getting late whether you tell the time on a Timex or a Rolex. 


So I want you to consider making your life one long gift to others. And why not? All you have is on loan, anyway. All that lasts is what you pass on. We have the power to help this needy world. Why should we refuse? Because we’re going to take it with us? Please.


A life of giving repays. ….So I ask you to begin giving, and to continue giving. I think you’ll find in the end that you got far more than you ever had, and did more good than you ever dreamed.

You also excel in the grace of giving….This grace of giving  (Charis) – a word that relates to “gifts” – a good case that can be made – 

Gift of giving- 

- Give more

- More often

- More strategically

What have you been doing to excel in your giving?  What steps have you been taking to raise the bar?

Why is it that Bill Gates and Warren Buffett go on like giddy kids when they talk about giving money away? Angelina Jolie gives away one third of her proceeds to starving kids and laughs. Can we learn something from them? Is this a principle that works in the whole universe as well as in the kingdom of God? People haven’t discovered the joy of giving largely because we have bought into the god of this world.

This may be like sexual purity. Twenty years ago, when Randy began writing on this, no one would talk about it. Now it’s a place where Christians are accountable to each other. Perhaps this is the time for accountability on giving too. It’s probably a harder honesty here than in the sexual area since it might go even to a deeper bondage. The internet temptation isn’t just porn, but also E-Bay and such. The lusts are titillated all the times. We need to be held accountable! `

We cultivate other gifts. Why not giving? We don’t know what it looks like, much less who has it, much less do we encourage people to consider developing it. Perhaps it’s because we don’t value it. 

Look realistically at what I need to have a passable standard of living. Then give all the rest away. Ask people to consider looking at the possibility of giving as a fun thing to pursue. Some folk God has made successful can discover the joy of giving it away and doing that strategically and enjoyably. 

Defeat the temptation to spend more by giving it away first!
Romans 12 – Gifts of prophesy, serving, teaching, encouragement, giving, leadership, mercy

Gift of teaching – get better as you use it; people know what it looks like. (Lots of models)

What are we doing to help people cultivate the gift of giving? Gets better as you use it. People don’t know what it looks like? Where are the giving warriors?

Finish Line: All that I need to live on.  We should all be able to know our finish line – this is all any human beings need.  Anything above and beyond this – should be given away.

What gifts would you expect God to grant widely during a time of unprecedented physical and spiritual needs?

 In such a time, what resources would you expect God to entrust to His people with the gift of giving? (Maybe when we see a person who somehow everything they touch, makes money – but whatever they do – seems to succeed – take that person aside – and ask them perhaps because God wants him to give it away).

Questions: what advice is there for people in debt? Get out, but also start giving as you do that. Jocelin notes that Crown sends people to Consumer Credit Counselors of Atlanta because they see the advisability of tithing. They send people from across the country to that organization because of that wisdom. 
Consumer Credit Counseling Service of Atlanta (CCCS of Atlanta)

888-771-4673

They need to know what your income is, what your expenses are, and who your creditors are.  They try to lower your interest rate and can sometimes have fees reduced or removed.  The first counseling session over the phone is free.  If you choose to use their debt management services, there are fees involved.  A one time setup fee of $35, and a fee of 7.5% on all money paid in.  

Dave Ramsey speaks for Financial Peace University. The first thing on his list is tithing. 

Randy notes that he expects less and less from people who come to Christ. Part is knowing that coming to faith doesn’t end all problems. But we’ve gone well beyond that to a “no-supernatural” view of conversion. Young Christians are simply not taught lots of things for fear of legalism. So Ephesians 2:10 gets kicked out of the Bible! Over time, the radical joyous elements of the new life in Christ has been replaced by a bar that’s lowered to the point of meaninglessness. We need to stop being content with 
www.Therebelution.com 
Eternal Rewards 

I value all things only by the price they shall gain in eternity.

John Wesley

I place no value on anything I possess, except in relation to the kingdom of God.

David Livingston
He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep to gain what he cannot lose.

Jim Elliot
I have held many things in my hands and I have lost them all. But whatever I have placed in God’s hands, that I still possess.

Martin Luther
Hebrews 11:6 – And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe that 1) he exists and that 2) he rewards those who earnestly seek him.

The 2nd most important thing you believe about God is that He rewards those who seek Him.

The Believers Judgment in heaven – John 5:28-29

We evangelicals have way overreacted to the bad that happens. We’ve so overreacted to the good works emphasis of liberalism and Catholicism that we’ve totally lost the biblical emphasis on living out the new heart in the power of the Spirit. Ephesians 2:8-10  For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith-- and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God-- not by works, so that no one can boast.  For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.
Why did God make you?

To do good works (Ephesians – which he prepared for us in advance) God has a lifetime of good works planned for us – Among those good works is generous giving.  He has planned for us to do those in advance – and He promises to reward us for them. We will enjoy those rewards for in eternity.  One of the most disturbing and threatening parts of Scripture.

Some key lessons from the first day:

God prospers me not to raise my standard of living but raise my level of giving.
Ask: If I were the person God wants me to be, what would I do with God’s money?

Do it now…then watch God make you into the person He wants you to be. 

Saturday, June 09, 2007

Haggai 1:2-11  
This is a case of procrastinated giving and God’s not happy with it!  You spend freely what belongs to Me on your house, but don’t have resources for My house. 

Note that in the NT, the building is the people of the church, not the building of the church. The building is only a tool of the church. Buildings are a tool that often take away from God’s kingdom priorities of poor and oppressed. 
Verse 5 “Now this is what the LORD Almighty says: "’Give careful thought to your ways.’” This speaks of the self-examination we need to do. 

When we invest in ourselves, we never have enough. The only satisfaction comes when we put God first and then the other things take their place. 

Twenty years ago, when Randy was a pastor, a couple came in. Their marriage was in trouble despite great wealth. Their finances were a mess. There was never enough money and their debt load was huge even though their annual income was in the millions. Their money problem is not nearly so big as their heart problem. Things kept going bad, a purse with holes in it. Sidelight: Randy knows lots of people whose stuff never seems to go bad. 

Verse 7: Build My house and He will be honored. When people put God’s money into their stuff, He destroys it. Why? Because you put your stuff ahead of My stuff, and there’s no priority for My stuff. There are consequences for our priorities. God really does curse when we go against Him. 

Do we want the favor of God or the curse of God? It’s a real choice we have! We could experience incredible liberation in our lives if we could get our financial priorities straight. The fulfillment of obedience is wonderful.

Recommended Ministries

http://www.epm.org/articles/orgs.html
Jeremiah 17:10

Reward is based on human conduct for our normal conduct reflects our heart. This counters the evangelical “God doesn’t care about what we do” or “all our righteousness is as filthy rags” mentality

Proverbs 24:12
The idea that God does not watch our works is contrary to what this teaches. It says “everybody” not “unbelievers.” 

Ecclesiastes 12:14

Every means every!

1 Corinthians 4:5

Everyone will get some commendation. But it varies depending on what we’ve done. 

Revelation 2:23

He begins with the heart and mind, but goes on to the deeds. This is because our hearts generally show in our deeds.

Romans 14:10-12

Again, we have the stewardship language. We all get a major job review. We can get periodic reviews on the way, if we ask. Or we can postpone until the end, and “hope” for the best. 

1 Corinthians 3:12-15
Not all works are as they appear. There are definitely deceivers in the Christian world. Sometimes there are no visible results even though there is great faithfulness. God really is watching, even in the thankless times. That’s comforting, but also threatening because when we are putting on a ruse, He sees that too. 
God wants to give rewards. He is disappointed when He can’t, when He’s blocked by our disobedience. Our “I don’t care about rewards” is really a lie. We want to be rewarded for our self-centeredness. 

Christians usually skip the “he will suffer loss” phrase. But we must not do so. It’s not Randy (of Gerry!) who wrote this. God did. The egalitarian view of rewards is American, perhaps, but it’s not biblical. We bring things with us. Actually we send it ahead. Our deeds go into heaven before us. 

Note that “escaping through fire” isn’t purgatory. It’s refining. 

Randy asked at a Christian college: “How many of you believe Christians will stand before Jesus and suffer loss?” Not a hand went up. He read the Bible and asked again. Three people raised their hands. “How many of you believe the Bible is the inspired Word of God.” Every hand went up! Where’s the disconnect?? Simply, we don’t believe the Bible when it says what we don’t like.

2 Corinthians 5:9-10
Will there be some accountability for what we’ve done? Absolutely.
Discussion Question:

Do you actually believe Christian will stand before Christ and suffer loss if their works are bad? If you believe that, what does it mean? 

What of those who are saved at the last hour? We tend to put them in as fully rewarded folk, when that seems not to be true. They are fully forgiven members of the kingdom. But they are not faithfully obedient, mature, proven folk. It’s not very encouraging. But it’s also true. That person will be in heaven, but not with good deeds sent ahead of us. 

Can we be fully accepted but not fully approved believers? Definitely. Will I have full forgiveness and abiding consequences of lack of good works? Definitely. There is no substitute for the work of Christ in our justification. But there’s also no substitute for our works in our sanctification and Christian life. 

Are there active negative consequences, only passive negative consequences? In other words, we lose blessing, but don’t suffer punishment. Randy agrees. Gerry isn’t sure this is true. Haggai is still there.

What are the motives of our obedience? Love for God is a great motivation. But there’s also fear of consequences as a motivator for the Christian with God. There’s also hope of reward, a legitimate motive if not a primary motive. Sometimes love of God isn’t sufficient motivation. Fear of consequence is also real and sometimes even more motivating. Both motivations are in 2 Corinthians 5

What of Psalm 103:12 where God says, “I’ll separate your sin as far as east from west” and also “I’ll hold you responsible for every word.” Randy suggests there will be regret when we come before the LORD, but perhaps not in the New Earth. 

He will remind of things we have done – both positive things we’ve forgotten and negative things we don’t want to remember. 

Randy told of an adulterer who comfortably claimed it was all forgiven. His heart attitude seems to indicate he’s not even a believer! He needs to hear the severe passages. For the crushed we go to the comfort passages. 
Is it possible to love God truly and not fear Him? Jesus said if someone love Me, they will obey Me (John 14:21). After all, God is the creator of the universe, the Lord of everything. There is a reality to fearing Him simply because of His majesty. If my love were perfect, I’d obey Him perfectly and there would be no fear at all. But I don’t love Him that well. 

There is the doctrine of continuity. What happens here affects what goes on there. There is a continuity of personal identity. Abraham is still Abraham; Moses is still Moses and I am still me. This life will have mattered billions of years from now. The discontinuity idea (it all comes out the same in the end because we cast our crowns before Him) ignores many texts of Bible. 

Will I be aware of differences in eternity? Yes. Will there be remorse? No, because it will be done with perfect justice. Will we forget everything we’ve done in this life? No, but it will be eclipsed by the joy of being with Him. 

Does God care about our works? 
Revelation 19:7-8

Revelation 19:7-8  7 Let us rejoice and be glad and give him glory! For the wedding of the Lamb has come, and his bride has made herself ready.  8 Fine linen, bright and clean, was given her to wear." (Fine linen stands for the righteous acts of the saints.) 
Money Possessions and Eternity – first edition and the Editor had deleted – he thought Randy added it.  Scripture would never say this – works oriented author was adding it!

Revelation 14:13
Their deeds will follow them.

Fear and love – if you really love someone – you are actually loving that person – who is that person- that person is the Creator of the universe – the one we would all give an account.  

If I am not in sin – if I am in right relationship – if I am in His arms – not overshadowed with fear – but if not in right relationship with him- fear.  We have options – we can what the Lord wants and do something else – because He has given us this gift. Stand before the judgment sat of Christ – Bottom line – God cares about our lives here.

Stewardship connections- one of our big problems in Evangelical churches – who honestly believe   - it doesn’t matter what we do.

That is extremely skewed and extremely frightening.

Ephesians 2:8-10
It’s good to ask, “What are the good works you have prepared for me today?” 
A lot of people live boring Christian lives. Why?? A lot of others live worldly lives thinking it is fun. But it’s not. Walking in obedience is really exciting and long term fulfilling

Malachi 3:16

Hebrews 6:10

James 2:17-26

All [believers] will be in heaven, but the differences will be eternal. We may be sure that the consequences of our character will survive the grave and that we shall face those consequences at the Judgment Seat of Christ.

Donald Gray Barnhouse
There are only two days on my calendar: today and “that day.” 

Martin Luther

Only one life, ‘twill soon be past. Only what’s done for Christ will last.  

C. T. Studd

It is my happiness that I have served Him who never fails to reward His servants to the full extent of His promise.

John Calvin

Whatever good thing you do for Him, if done according to the Word, is laid up for you as treasure in chests and coffers, to be brought out to be rewarded before both men and angels, to your eternal comfort.

John Bunyan

Consider, to provoke you to good works, that you shall have from God, when you come to glory, a reward for everything you do for him on earth.

John Bunyan

The Reward of Rulership
Jesus doesn’t rip on the disciples for asking “what’s will there be for us?” 

Revelation 11:18

The time has come for judging the dead and for rewarding the Saints.

1 Corinthians 4:5

Ephesians 6:8

The Lord will reward everyone for whatever good he does…

Matthew 16:24

Luke 6:35

But love your enemies, do good to them, and lend to them without expecting to get anything back. Then your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High, because he is kind to the ungrateful and the wicked.

Matthew 19:21

Go sell your possessions…

Hebrews 10:34-36

Who can be happy in the midst of having their house and land taken away from them?

Because you know that you yourselves had better and lasting possessions….

So do not throw away your confidence; it will be richly rewarded. You need to persevere so that you will have done the will of God, you will receive what he has promised.

Is reward a legitimate motivation -  yes.

Luke 6:22-23

Rejoice in that day and leap for job, because great is your reward in heaven.  (Blessed when men hate you, when they exclude you and insult you and reject your name as evil…)

Galatians 6:9

Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up.

We often project what it’s going to be like – there will be no worst to  bring out – we judge what we’ll feel like and what it will be like – what it is now – cynicisms about politics; bosses that have ruled over us; we judge eternity by our present experience. There will not be jealousy.  

Will be aware – 10,000 years from now – when we see someone ruling over 10 cities; they were more faithful – doesn’t mean we feel remorse – could have certain things in heaven? I don’t think – heaven will be based largely on ignorance. Isaiah 65 (The former life being forgotten – context – sins being forgotten – we will not live under the weight of our sins – but ignorance will not be there)  

Eclipsed and overshadowed by being in the presence of our Master – 

Galatians 6:9 

At the proper time, we will reap a harvest.

Some people reap the harvest now – but God says what it is really about = what we get then –

Revelations 3:21; 2nd Timothy 2; Luke 19:17-19; 1st Corinthians 6:2-3

God never gave up his original plan – righteous people will rule the earth forever – will be fulfilled- last 2 chapters in the Bible (parallel 1st 3 chapters in Genesis) –Eden but better than Eden – and now and forever – kings and the nations – God Brings heaven down to earth – God’s plan laid out in Genesis 1 and 2 – having dominion forever will in fact be fulfilled – Satan didn’t thwart it – made the glory of God all the more evident. And that is where all this ruling and judging will take place.

Any time eternal wondrous place of perfection – millennium – heaven won’t be earthly – the ultimate heaven – will be on earth!

Revelation 2:26-28 (I also will give him the morning star; did God originally create human beings- that could have allowed them to righteously rule over other places in the physical universe- highly speculative)

“We have left everything to follow you!”  Often the disciples will ask self-interest questions.  Jesus just asks them – “What’s in it for me?”  I tell you the truth, at the renewal of all things, when the Son of Man sits on his glorious throne, you who have followed me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the tribes of Israel.

All the “re” words – 

Loss of Reward

Revelation 3:11

1 Corinthians 9:27

1 Corinthians 3:15

2 John 8 – Watch out that you do not lose what you have worked for, but that you may be rewarded fully….

1 John 2:28 – unashamed before him at his coming…

Could we lose reward? Could we be ashamed before Him?
Randy is adamant that there will be initial shame when we see Jesus, but no ongoing regret or shame. Gerry isn’t so sure. He suspects the regret will be ongoing when we look back on what has happened. 
Emphatically not saying – that there will be regret and shame in the future heaven as life goes on – but at the judgment seat of Christ – giving an account of our lives – initial coming to terms – there may be some relationships that were not reconciled on earth – you two get together and work some things through.

The lessons we don’t learn in this life – will may be some of the things we learn in heaven. There is process- Ephesians 2:7 – God may be revealing on to us – the riches of His grace – we will know more of the grace of Jesus – it is infinite – there will always be more to learn.

He who is most in the bosom of God, and who so acts for Him here, he is the man who will be best able to enjoy most of God in the kingdom of heaven. And why shall he that doth most for God in the world, enjoy most of him in that which is to come?
John Bunyan
Randy thinks Jonathan Edwards has gotten the point on differences in ruling in the New Earth. What difference does it make in eternity in my living now? Will some in heaven have more happiness? Yes, though all will be full of happiness. Some have more capacity than others. 
The saints are like so many vessels of different sizes cast into a sea of happiness where every vessel is full: this is eternal life, for a man ever to have his capacity filled. But after all it is left to God’s sovereign pleasure, it is his prerogative to determine the largeness of the vessel.
Jonathan Edwards

Doing good works now will give us a greater capacity for knowing and enjoying God later. It’s a kind of exercise that enlarges our eternal aerobic capacity! 

The sovereign LORD deigns to reward us!

	Salvation
	Rewards

	Past

Free

Can’t be lost

Same for all Christians

For those who believe
	Future

Earned 

Can be lost

Different among Christians

For those who work


Should we be motivated by rewards?
1 Corinthians 9:24-26 

This is quite clear that it motivates Paul!

The idea of getting reward is like Randy promising his daughters $50 and a special dinner out if they worked faithfully during the day. Would it be wrong for them to look forward to this reward? He would be disappointed if they weren’t looking forward to it! 

Would the suffer loss if they didn’t participate. Yes. But it doesn’t stop them from being daughters. 

If Randy proposed a family work day and the daughters negotiated pay of $50 and a nice dinner as a condition of their working, working from the idea that their work has merit and must be rewarded, it would be totally different. But it’s God who wants to give, not us demanding. 

To hear God say well done is a great draw!

1 Corinthians 9 - We get a crown that lasts forever.

SO - we fix our eyes on what is unseen.

2 Timothy 4:7-8

There is a crown of righteousness – all who have longed for his appearing – a condition of his heart – work being done- but longing to be with him.

Galatians 6:9-10

Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those who belong to the family of believers.

Even those that are not stewardship passages – the breakthrough – money and possessions- and eternity – if you leave that out of the equation- eternity is the important part.  Why not – God has given it to me – why not keep it?  But just do whatever want. But if start thinking about eternal impact – credited to my account in heaven – that God will be pleased – and some day say “Good and faithful servant.” If there was nothing more “to hear God say to you well done” wouldn’t that be way more than worth it?

2 Timothy 2:5, 12

Ephesians 6:5-7

What makes you serve wholeheartedly because you know that the Lord will reward everyone.

Colossians 3:22-25

You know you will receive an inheritance from the Lord

Hebrews 12:2

Look at Jesus – He endured the cross- but we are told “for the joy set before him” 

Luke 14:13-14

You will be blessed when you give a banquet and invite the poor, etc- although they won’t reward you – you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.

Do you get the sense that God considers this fundamental, Christianity 101?  This doesn’t stop at finances. It goes on to purity, leadership, etc. 
A key is “what is the reward?” Crowns often become an ornament to be worn, a sort of cosmic jewelry, ornamenting me. Randy thinks the true riches in Luke 19 have to do with ruling under God in a delegated rule. So being able to care for and guide here qualifies us to lead and rule in eternity. The point isn’t status, but stewardship, joining with Jesus in doing His good things. Don’t eliminate the physicality of treasure as we see it in Revelation 21. 
1789 – Beginning of the Modern Era – The phrase of The French Revolution – Fraternity, Equality, Liberty We’ve bought into the Enlightenment ideal of equality (and liberty and fraternity) in a sort of democratic idealization that equates opportunity with position. He is a God of diversity even prior to sin. See how many different animals there are. 
They [eternal rewards] are such as should make us leap to think on, and that we should remember with exceeding joy, and never think that it is contrary to the Christian faith, to rejoice and be glad for [them].

John Bunyan
Questions to Ask God about Your Giving

1.
Father, with the financial assets and opportunities you’ve entrusted to me, have you raised me up for just such a time as this? (Esther 4:14). Have you called me to join a great team of your children in freeing up money and possessions to reach out to the needy and fulfill the great commission?
2.
Is the fact that you’ve entrusted me with so many resources an indication that you have given me the gift of giving and want me to learn to exercise it more frequently and skillfully?

3.
What am I holding on to that is robbing me of present joy and future reward? What am I keeping that’s preventing me from having to depend on you? What am I clinging to that makes me feel like I don’t have to depend on you to provide, like I used to before I had this much? What do you want me to release that could restore me to a walk of faith?
4.
In light of 2 Corinthians 8:14 and 9:11, do you want me to assume that each financial blessing you entrust to me is not intended to raise my standard of living but to raise my standard of giving?

5.
Am I being held in orbit around the mass of treasures I’ve stored up? Have I overaccumulated? Like the five loaves and two fish, have you multiplied “my” assets not so I would stockpile them, but so I would distribute them to the needy?

6.
Where in the world (and in my community) do you want me to go, to see and participate in Christ-centered ministries meeting physical and spiritual needs?

7.
Am I treating you as owner and CEO/CFO of “my” assets, or am I treating you merely as my financial consultant, to whom I pay a fee (of 10 percent or greater)?

8.
When I make a list of all the assets you’ve entrusted to me and ask what you want me to give away, is there anything I’m leaving off the list? Is there anything I’m treating as if it were untouchable, as if it were mine and not yours? Do my retirement funds belong to you too? What doesn’t?

9.
Do you want me to set a basic level of income and assets to live on, then give away whatever you provide beyond that (regardless of whether that’s 50 percent, 90 percent, 99 percent, or more)?

10.
How can I be sure that the assets you’ve entrusted to me will serve you after my death? How do I know that those to whom I leave them, or those to whom they leave them, will use them for your glory? If I want money to go to your kingdom later and it’s more than I presently need, why wouldn’t I give it to your kingdom now?

14.
What’s the eternal downside to giving now? What’s the eternal downside of delaying giving until later? Am I really in danger of giving too much too soon? Or is the only real danger giving too little too late? If I give away most of my assets now, what will I have available to give later?

39.
How can I help my pastor(s) encourage biblical training in stewardship and giving and assist them in creating an open church dialogue regarding lifestyle choices and kingdom investments?

40.
Five minutes after I die, what will I wish I would have given away while I still had the chance? Would you help me spend the rest of my life closing the gap between what I’ll wish I’d given then and what I’m actually giving now?

Helping the Poor and Reaching the Lost

Do not tell me, as a good man did today, of my obligation to put all poor men in good situations. Are they my poor?

Ralph Waldo Emerson

“The impious Galileans support not only their own poor but ours as well; everyone can see that our people lack aid from us.”  

The Roman emperor Julian

It is our care of the helpless, our practice of loving kindness that brands us in the eyes of many of our opponents. “Only look,” they say, “look how they love one another!”

Tertullian

Most of our brother Christians showed unbounded love and loyalty; never sparing themselves and thinking only of one another. Heedless of the danger, they took charge of the sick, attending to their every need and ministering to them in Christ, and with them departed this life serenely happy; for they were infected by others with the disease, drawing on themselves the sickness of their neighbors and cheerfully accepting their pains. Many, in nursing and curing others, transferred their death to themselves and died in their stead.  

Dionysius

Leviticus 19:9-10

I am the Lord their God – what you are going to want to do – is to take everything- the poor and needy were to work for their food.  Assuming here that there is a dignity and rightness in the work for the poor to glean the fields.

Deuteronomy 15:10-11

Because of this the Lord your God will bless you and everything you put your hand to.

Proverbs 19:17

He will reward him for what he has done. (He who is kind to the poor, lends to the Lord)

Proverbs 22:9

A generous man will himself be blessed, for he shares his food with the poor.

Proverbs 28:27 - Do you want the curses of God? Neglect the poor.

Isaiah 58:7  - welcome poor wanderers in our homes – and do not hide from relatives that need your help!

Isaiah 58:10-11

Feed the hungry, and help those in trouble….You will be like a well-watered garden.

Acts 9:36 (Tabitha – always doing good and helping the poor).

Acts 10:2-4 Your prayers and gifts to the poor have come up as a memorial offering before God. (Cornelius) God seems to have a respect for his prayers and apart from Christ – can’t do anything to any value to God?  

Galatians 2:10; James 1:27; James 2:14-16; Matthew 25:34-35; (If you do enough good things – you should forget); Matthew 25:41-42 (I was hungry and you gave me nothing to eat)
Help the Poor, Don’t Subsidize Them

Help the poor, but don’t subsidize them in their poverty. Helping them means helping them overcome their poverty, not just giving them money or something to solve their immediate shortage. In India one must address the underlying religious culture to move toward solution for the poverty. Some people choose poverty, not that they want to be poor, but because they are fools! Sluggards don’t learn to plant if we give them food every year. 

However, we are way to quick to attribute poverty to laziness and dismiss their need, and keep our stuff for own pleasure. 

Proverbs 21:17  Some people who are choosing the path of poverty – unwilling to do anything 
Proverbs 24:30-34

Proverbs 10:4

Proverbs 20:4

Ecclesiastes 4:5

2 Thessalonians 3:10

Proverbs 16:26

The Didache –(2ND Century Christian Guidebook) -  Let thine alms sweat in thy hands, until thou knowest to whom thou shouldst give.
Martin Luther – God divided the hand into fingers so that money would slip through.

Better to give – and better to find out – Randy offered a number of people – good, honest, nursery laborer – carried their phone numbers – standing there need help – not a lot of calls, but a few.

Proverbs 21:13

God’s basic concern for the poor. If we shut our ears to the cry to the poor, we too will cry out and not be answered.

Jeremiah 22:16

He defended the cause of the poor and needy and so all went well. Is that not what it means to know me?

Slavery, unborn, defend the rights of the poor and needy, to our shame – in other areas – our culture shows more concern than some of us do.
Giving and the Great Commission

1 Corinthian 15:3 – always bring us back – where will we invest God’s resources to make a difference.

Revelation 5:9-10 – They will reign on the earth

Revelation 7:9 – every nation, tribe, people, and language

How much effort are we putting into reaching the nations of the world? 

When we generate wealth by our efforts, we can laugh, knowing this is God raising capital for His kingdom projects.

As we weigh the future and seek the will of God, does it seem right that we should hazard our lives for just a few savages? As we ask ourselves this question, we realize it is the simple intimation of the prophetic Word that there shall be some from every tribe in His presence in the last day, and in our hearts we feel that it is pleasing to Him that we should interest ourselves in making an opening into the Auca prison for Christ.


As we have a high old time this Christmas, may we who know Christ hear the cry of the damned as they hurtle headlong into the Christless night without ever a chance. May we be moved with compassion as our Lord was.

May we shed tears of repentance for these we have failed to bring out of darkness. Beyond the smiling scenes of Bethlehem may we see the crushing agony of Golgotha. May God give us a new vision of His will concerning the lost and our responsibility.   

Nate Saint, December 1955

“We acted badly, badly until they brought us God's carvings. Now, seeing His markings and walking His trail, we live happily and in peace.

Mincaye

“For a long time you children have prayed for the Aucas. Now Auntie Rachel and Auntie Betty are living down in the jungle with the Aucas. Someday, perhaps soon, you may meet some of the men who killed Daddy. Daddy would want you to love them and thank our heavenly Father that our prayers for these Indians are being answered.”

Marj Saint, 1959, epilogue, Jungle Pilot
Amazon.com, reader review of book by Elisabeth Elliot, re: living with the tribe

The continuing naivete crisis....Nov.  2005

Why can't these poor indigenous tribes just be left alone? Why all this proselytizing? So they can become t-shirt-wearing indigents who hang around Westernized settlements? They had beliefs of their own, for heaven's sake! Irishgirl (Washingon, DC)
Question:

What can we do to rebuild connections between church and parachurch? The burden needs to fall on the parachurch to live out the ideal “we are here to serve the church.” A lot of the problem is jealousy about the money and time that goes to one and not the other. Mature organizations understand it’s all for the kingdom. A volunteer for prison ministry who isn’t working with children’s church should be met with an enthusiastic “Wow! We are involved in prison ministry!” This all depends on good communication. Mission groups need to see the church as more than a source of funds. Churches need to see the parachurch as extensions of the work we are called to do. 
Ministry Finances and Fund-Raising: Some Ethical Concerns
Fundraising letters – we will have to close our doors – 

Bigger problem – not giving at all.

Giving to ministries through the local church- don’t think it is wrong to give directly to the par church but we need to evaluate.

Matthew 22:37-38

I might want to think twice before giving large amounts to non-Christian organizations especially if there are Christian organizations working in that area. Are those organizations promoting the love of Jesus around the world? What of groups like American Cancer Society? 
Acts 4:34-35

The ideal would be to give to the local church which would give to organizations. 

“Put it at the apostles’ feet.” When we give money, we give it without strings, allowing the apostles and elders make the decision about where it should be used. They must be wise in what they do. There are many Christian organizations that should go bankrupt immediately!  

The big problem is not giving. I’d rather stand at the judgment seat and explain giving unwisely than explaining not giving at all. 

They did not dare to put their offering into the hands of the needy, nor give it with lofty condescension, but they laid it at the feet of the apostles and made them masters and distributors of the gift. What a man needed was then taken from the treasurer of the community, not from the private property of individuals. Thereby the givers did not become arrogant.   

John Chrysostom, a.d. 390

Financing and Fund Raising
Hudson Taylor: God’s work done in God’s way will never lack God’s supply
Profoundly true statement - not really a “yes, but!”  - God’s work - something that He wants done – done in God’s way – (not just in however we want to do it).  Will never lack God’s supply – He will always raise up people to fund the work that are closest to his heart.  
Questions to ask: 

Are we doing God’s work?

Are we doing it in God’s way? 

Support Raising:
George Müller’s Guidelines
1.
No funds should ever be solicited. No facts or figures concerning needs are to be revealed by the workers in the orphanage to anyone, except to God in prayer.

2.
No debt should ever be incurred.

3.
Money contributed for a specific purpose should never be used for any other purpose.
4.
All accounts should be audited annually by professional auditors.

5.
No ego-pandering by publication of donors’ names with the amount of their gifts; each donor should be thanked privately.

6.
No names of prominent or titled persons should be sought for the board or to advertise the institution.
7.
The success of the institution should be measured not by the numbers served or by the amounts of money taken in, but by God’s blessing on the work, which is expected to be in proportion to the time spent in prayer.

Should we let people know of our need?
2 Corinthians 1:8
Philippians 4:10-19

George Muller was really saying – don’t manipulate and control things in such a way that reporting on the situation – these things would be taken care of.

It’s not a miracle when we let people know of our needs and then they are met or exceeded. 
When giving is motivated by getting a premium or recognition, then it seems we are getting into the situation addressed by Jesus in Matthew 6:2
Fundraising Letters: The decisions to use words like urgent to underline key phrases in an appeal letter, or to include a painful photograph of a child in need can have life and death consequences. An appeal that raises an additional $10,000 can feed 100 children for five months or inoculate 500 children against the five deadly childhood diseases….These are the true ethical consequences of the debate over fund-raising language and tactics. Critical needs justify urgent appeals as long as those appeals are honest and fully accurate. If a building is on fire, one does not send a subtle memo to alert the occupants; one pulls the fire alarm.   

Richard Stearns,
President of World Vision U.S.
Letters that are deceptive, making it appear that the head of the organization has been praying personally or that the letter is personally signed when it’s not are fraudulent and do not fit the ethical standards that godly organizations 

If work means getting more money in – it works. Will God honor it?

Original Statement of Purpose Eternal Perspective Ministries
EPM – belongs to Jesus Christ.  EPM staff are privileged to be his servants. EPM will exist only as long as God wants it to. If it becomes evident that His purpose for EPM is finished, we will close our doors.  The sun does not rise or set on this ministry. It is simply a tool at God’s disposal (2nd Timothy 2:21), for Him to use us – and as long as – he chooses. 

Foundations and Donors:

Having money to give away and the power to decide to whom to give it is intoxicating, and foundations can be irritating examples of the “narcissism of the righteous.”… We all need to be aware of some of the darker sides of human views of money and of giving and receiving, if we are to keep from exploiting the power position of the donor or the dependent position of the seeker. 
Dr. Roy Menninger


It seems that many who set up a foundation are seeking ongoing control of money. Of course the values change as time goes on. Many foundations are doing things those who establish them would hate with every fiber of their being. 
There are huge temptations in professional fund raising. The officer often flatters wealthy people to keep good relations so a gift will be given. See Proverbs 26:28 and 28:23
What of paid celebrity endorsements? Those are people who posture as sharing the values of the organization when it’s for the sake of money or a percentage of the income. This is ethical if and only if the potential donor is fully informed of the circumstance. The “everybody knows about it” rationalization isn’t OK. 
I am dismayed at the contracts required by some contemporary Christian musical groups. To perform a concert at your church, the stated fee will be so much (in either four or five figures) plus round-trip airfare—often in first class, not coach. Every detail of the accommodations is spelled out, down to “sushi for twenty persons” waiting at the hotel, in one case. All this is done so that the group can stand before an inner-city audience and exhort the people to “just trust the Lord for all your needs.”

Jim Cymbala,
Fresh Wind, Fresh Fire
Such endorsements come into the realm of Luke 14:12-14

Kathy is saying that organizations who call for Randy often think they must pay a large honorarium to get him when it’s a non-issue. Randy never says yes or no based on fee. When someone ups the offer, they are bribing the speaker! 

19 Questions to Ask Before You Give to Any Organization
2.
Are there things about this ministry that make it uniquely worth investing in?

3.
Have I not only read the literature from this ministry, but talked with others who know it close up but have no vested interests in it?
6.
Do the organization’s workers demonstrate a sense of unity, camaraderie, and mutual respect? (Ask employees, “For what reasons have people left this organization in the last few years?”)
7.
Have I talked directly with people at the “lower levels” of this ministry, not just executives and PR people? How do they feel about the ministry?
8.
Is this ministry biblically sound and Christ-centered? Do people call upon the Lord Jesus to ask his guidance and the Holy Spirit’s empowerment to do their work?
9.
What kind of character, integrity, purity, and humility is demonstrated by the ministry leaders?

10.
What kind of accountability structures (just using the word accountability isn’t enough) does the organization have?
15.
What ethics and what view of God and people are demonstrated in this organization’s fund-raising techniques?

16.
How much money does the organization spend on overhead expenses and fund-raising, and how much in actual ministry to people?

17.
Does this ministry show a clear understanding of cross-cultural ministry factors and local conditions and how the flow of money may affect them?
18.
Does this organization speak well of others and cooperate with them?
Making Money, Owning Possessions, and Choosing a Lifestyle

I do not believe one can settle how much we ought to give. I am afraid the only safe rule is to give more than we can spare. In other words, if our expenditure on comforts, luxuries, amusements, etc., is up to the standard common among those with the same income as our own, we are probably giving away too little. 

   
If our charities do not at all pinch or hamper us, I should say they are too small. There ought to be things we should like to do and cannot do because our charitable expenditure excludes them.

C. S. Lewis
What seems to you to be the factors in deciding a lifestyle?

•
The lifestyle supports a certain level of debt. 

•
Background – the way you were raised.

•
Functionality.

•
Not the image aspects of things (not to live our lives on).

•
Couples who discuss it early on.

•
Tendency is to creep.

•
Example of Godly men- who have influenced in a Godly way.

We need more examples – we need more models – these young couples need to see a number of people who are choosing a scaled-down life to give to the gospel.

Projecting a favorable image is never a good reason for choosing clothing, house or car. The tendency of life style is to creep up as income increases. 
Mark 1:16-20

Without delay, we have left everything to follow you..

Luke 12

Sell your possessions

Mark 5:18

Whose boat??

As Jesus was getting into the board, the man who had been demon-possessed begged to go with him.

There still some connections, family members – accessibility to these kinds of things.

John 19:26-27

Here’s your Mother, from that time on, this disciple took her into his home.

Mark 5:20

So the man went away (back to his home) – and began to tell in the Decapolis how much Jesus had done for him. And all the people were amazed.

1 Timothy 5:10, 1 Peter 4:9

What is assumed in order to practice hospitality? That people had possessions. 

Christians are commanded to show hospitality. What is required to do this? A home and food, of course. Romans 12:13; Acts 28:7; Romans 16:23; Acts 8:27; Luke 8:1-3; Acts 12:12; 1 Corinthians 16:19 (Acquila and Priscilla – had a house that was big enough).

Guidelines for Lifestyle Choices

•
Avoid legalism (we need to look at ourselves)

•
Avoid “one size fits all”

•
Search the Scriptures

•
Set examples and raise the bar

•
Ask God for His leading

But the counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you. (John 14:26)

People who are rich are told to be generous rather than told to give all their belongings away. 

How much financial information expect to get from their leaders?

•
Record individual salaries

•
Give totals of salaries

•
Reasonable to expect detailed information on how money is being spent 

•
People to invest in a company – how money’s being spent

•
How much do I expect the leaders of a church to know how much I give (safer for church leadership generally to not know) (How do we help people in areas where we don’t hold people accountable? We can hold people accountable in areas of sexual purity – if you don’t live in their homes). 

•
Do think there is a need for people to come forward and say to their leaders – I want you to know – set something up with a financial secretary – I am convicted – could we ask her to give this information for a year
What about organizations that use professional organizations to do cold fund raising for them? Randy is against it and anything that goes into professionalism when it replaces the familial relationship. 

What about debt?

Their property held them in chains …chains which shackled their courage and choked their faith and hampered their judgment and throttled their souls. They think of themselves as owners, whereas it is they rather who are owned: enslaved as they are to their own property, they are not the masters of their money but its slaves.

Cyprian, Bishop of Carthage, AD 240

Romans 13:8 says really straight up: Owe nothing to anyone! But there are also commands for lending, so it can’t be absolute. 

Proverbs 22:7 The borrower is servant to the lender.

Matthew 6:23 No man can serve two masters.

1 Corinthians 7:23 – You were bought at a price; do not become slaves of men.

Deuteronomy 28:44-45

He will lend to you, but you will not lend to him. He will be the head, but you will be the tail.  All these curses will come upon you.  They will pursue you and overtake you until you are destroyed, because you did not obey the Lord your God and observe the commands and decrees he gave you. 

Nehemiah 5:3-5

We are mortgaging our fields, our vineyards and our homes to get grain during the famine.  Still others were saying, “We have had to borrow money to pay the King’s taxes on our field and vineyards. We are powerless, because our fields and vineyards belong to others…

Psalm 37:21 The wicked borrow and do not repay, but the righteous give generously.

Proverbs 3:27-28 Do not withhold good from those who deserve it, when it is in your power to act. Do not say to your neighbor, “Come back later
Proverbs 22:26-27

Do not be a man who strikes hands in pledge or puts up security for debts…

Proverbs 6:1-5 – Co-signing for loans and putting up security – free yourself – and go humble yourself= free yourself like a gazelle from the hand of the hunter…

Nanci talked about family relationships being ruined by co-signing loans. When you co-sign, you are taking that person’s debt. Realize that in advance. 

The Debt Mentality:

· We need more than God has given us.

· God doesn’t know best what our needs are.

· God has failed to provide for our needs, forcing us to take matters into our own hands.
· If God doesn’t come through the way we think he should, we can find another way. (e.g. Abraham and Sarah, Genesis 16:2).

· Just because today’s income is sufficient to make our debt payments, tomorrow’s will be too.
· Our circumstances won’t change. Our health will remain good, we’ll keep our present job, our salary will keep up with inflation, and God won’t direct us to another job with a lower salary or lead us to increase our giving.

Questions to ask before taking on Debt. 

1.
Is debt our way of getting around depending on God? Why trust God to provide when we can just go get a loan?

2.
Is debt our means of bypassing the God-created means of acquisition—including work, saving, planning, self-discipline, patience, and waiting for divine provision? 

3.
What are we saying to God when we go into debt rather than live on what He has provided? About God’s sovereignty, goodness, wisdom, or timing? What does it say about our view of God?

4.
What effect will going into debt today have on our ability or willingness to give generously tomorrow?

5.
What effect will today’s decision to go into debt have on tomorrow’s freedom to follow God wherever he wants us to go.

6.
By taking out a loan that commits us to make payments – are we presuming on God? (Plans change, companies go out of business, and employees fail to get “certain” promotions.)

7.
Although our income today might be enough to make debt payments, is it right to assume that we’ll continue to generate the same income? (Has God promised that to us? Where?)
8.
Are we mortgaging the future to pay for the whims of the present? Are we arm-twisting  God by supposing to commit him to pay off something he may disapprove of?
9.
Is debt our way of getting around depending on God? of circumventing prayer, patience, and waiting on God to provide?
10.
If we “must” go into debt to provide for our “needs,” is it because our “needs” are really wants in disguise? Have we spent so much money on our wants that there’s not enough left for our needs? Have we robbed God and forfeited his financial blessing by failing to give him the firstfruits?
11.
Have we exhausted all other avenues to avoid going into debt? Have we given up expensive activities, hobbies, and memberships, and liquidated valuable possessions? (We may think we have no choice but to go into debt, while we go right on making  unnecessary choices driving us toward it.)

We prayed they wouldn’t accept the application for the loan. They did accept it, so it has to be God’s will!

The assets of China Inland Mission: 10 pounds sterling and all the promises of God. 

it is really just as easy for God to give beforehand. He prefers to do so. He is too wise to allow His purpose to be frustrated for lack of a little money; but money wrongly placed or obtained in unspiritual ways is sure to hinder blessing. And what does going into debt really mean? It means that God has not supplied your need. You trusted Him, but He has not given you the money; so you supply yourself, and borrow. If we can only wait right up to the time, God cannot lie, God cannot forget: He is pledged to supply all your need. 

Hudson Taylor
The Unintended Consequences of Church Debt 

· Becoming the slave of a lending institution

· Becoming a slave to big givers

· Becoming trapped by financial pressure

· Becoming mired in an endless cycle of borrowing
· Losing flexibility to respond to ministry opportunities.  

· Portraying borrowing as a way of demonstrating faith rather than substituting for it. 

   Jeff Berg & Jim Burgess, The Debt-Free Church

Benefits of Not Borrowing for Church Buildings
· Creates greater dependence on God

· Allows God to show His faithfulness

· Teaches importance of giving 

· Teaches people to avoid debt and bondage

· Testifies to the world about the reality of the gospel (Philippians 2:15; 1 Peter 2:9, 12)
· Promotes biblical fund-raising by simply presenting the need and trusting God to provide through his people’s generous giving

· Sets a financial example for believers 

· Helps guard ministries from hard economic times (Proverbs 22:27)

· Allows flexibility for a church to respond to ministry opportunities


How to Get out of Debt
· Repent. 

Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing, and perfect will.  Romans 12:2
· Immediately give God the firstfruits. 

· Incur no new debts. 

· Systematically eliminate existing debts. 

· Perform plastic surgery on your credit cards. 

· Stop rationalizing your debt habit.
· If debt seems the best or a necessary choice, go slowly and prayerfully. 

· Plans fail for lack of counsel, but with many advisers they succeed.  Proverbs 15:22 

· Learn the difference between saving and spending.
· List your debts and, if necessary, contact your creditors. 

· If you’ve done everything else and it still seems insufficient, consider ways to increase income in order to eliminate debts.

Know the difference between spending and saving: An $80 sweater that I purchase for $30 is NOT a $50 saving. It’s a $30 purchase. $50 saving is what I put into the bank. 
Financial Principles to Live by:

· Nothing is a good deal unless you can afford it.

· Before you take matters into your own hands, God wants an opportunity either to provide your needs or to show you that they aren’t really needs.

· Just because you can afford something doesn’t mean God wants you to get it.
Retirement Savings

Poor Widow, Mark 12

Rich fool, Luke 12

Treasures on earth or heaven, Matthew 6

Neither poverty nor riches Proverbs 30:8

Not too much, not too little 2 Corinthians 9

Retirement planning so dominates the thinking of Christians who have sizable incomes that they overkill in this area enormously. The fear of doing without in the future causes many Christians to rob God’s work of the very funds he has provided. These monies are tucked away in retirement accounts for twenty to forty years. God’s Word does not prohibit but rather encourages saving for the future, including retirement (Proverbs 6:6-11; 21:20), but the example of the rich fool, given by the Lord in Luke 12:16-20, should be a clear direction that God’s balance is “when in doubt—give; don’t hoard.”  

Larry Burkett,

How to Use Your Money Wisely
Christians often look to man for help and counsel, and mar the noble simplicity of their reliance upon their God.…If you cannot trust God for temporals, how dare you trust Him for spirituals? Can you trust Him for your soul’s redemption, and not rely upon Him for a few lesser mercies? Is not God enough for thy need, or is His all-sufficiency too narrow for thy wants?…Is His heart faint? Is His arm weary? If so, seek another God; but if He be infinite, omnipotent, faithful, true, and all-wise, why gaddest thou abroad so much to seek another confidence? 
Why dost thou rake the earth to find another foundation, when this is strong enough to bear all the weight which thou canst ever build thereon? Let the sandy foundations of terrestrial trust be the choice of fools, but do thou, like one who foresees the storm, build for thyself an abiding place upon the Rock of Ages.  
Charles Spurgeon,

Morning and Evening
Reserves are crutches and props which become a substitute for trust in the Lord. We can’t trust when we can see. Once we decide to provide for our future, we run into these problems. How much will be enough? How long will we live? Will there be a depression? Will there be inflation? Will we have heavy medical bills? It is impossible to know how much will be enough. Therefore we spend our lives amassing wealth to provide for a few short years of retirement. In the meantime, God has been robbed and our own life has been spent in seeking security where it cannot be found. How much better it is to work diligently for our current necessities, serve the Lord to the maximum extent, put everything above present needs into the work of the Lord, and trust him for the future.  

William MacDonald,

True Discipleship
About inheritance:
Question:

As stewards of God’s money, should Christian parents leave a million dollar estate to be divided between their healthy adult children?
Inherited wealth is as certain a death to ambition as cocaine is to morality. 

Cornelius Vanderbilt

Fortunes tend to self-destruction by destroying those who inherit them.   

Henry Ford
The almighty dollar bequeathed to a child is an almighty curse. No man has the right to handicap his son with such a burden as great wealth. He must face this question squarely: will my fortune be safe with my boy AND will my boy be safe with my fortune? 

Andrew Carnegie
Your fortune is rolling up, rolling up like an avalanche! You must distribute it faster than it grows! If you do not, it will crush you, and your children, and your children’s children.  

Frederick T. Gates,

John D. Rockefeller Sr.’s advisor
Proverbs 13:22

A good man leaves an inheritance for his children’s children.

When that statement was made- how did society operate? You owned land.  That land was what kept you from being a slave.  Now you have got to be sure you pass that on to your children and you don’t incur the kinds of debts….

You would have people in bondage because they didn’t have this land because they needed to have and to tend. Very reasonable thing to do.

The question is – do we live in a different time and situation?

The land that you have when you die – do the children work that land to make an income?  It just becomes cash – not the perpetuation of the family business.  Most cases it is not.

Proverbs 20:21

An inheritance quickly gained at the beginning will not be blessed at the end.
Luke 16:10

Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted with much, and whoever is dishonest with very little will also be dishonest with much.

If you wish to leave much wealth to your children, leave them in God’s care. Do not leave them riches, but virtue and skill. For if they have the confidence of riches, they will not mind anything besides, for they shall have the means of screening the wickedness of their ways in their abundant riches.

John Chrysostom, AD 390  
Proverbs 20:21

An inheritance quickly gained at the beginning will not be blessed at the end.
Luke 16:10

Whoever is dishonest with very little will also be dishonest with much. 

When we put money in people’s hands – we should evaluate their ability to handle that money; drug addiction – (for their children) –you are leaving your money to a grown child with an established long-term addiction – will simply be to fuel the addiction. If you leave money that has proven that they cannot handle money wisely; then what are you doing in passing the money on to them?

Children who would resent their parents giving God’s money to God’s kingdom would not handle that money well. If God entrusted His money to me, doesn’t that indicate He wants me to invest most of it where there is too little rather than too much? Where it can help rather than damage?

Do your givin’ while you are livin’ so you’re knowin’ where it’s goin’
Ron Blue
People get divorced over stuff that’s in the dump!
Raising Stewards and Givers

Teach them to our children and to their children after them. 

Psalm 78  - We will tell the next generation the praiseworthy deeds of the Lord. 

This is the heritage we have to pass on to the children.

Hudson Taylor – The less I spent on myself and the more I gave to others, the fuller of happiness and blessing did my soul become.

Teach your children self-control.

•
It’s normal and healthy not to get whatever you want

•
In order for things to be special, exception not the rule

•
Higher values than immediate gratification.

•
Better ways to use God’s money than impulses

If we judged our selves, a good spirit to come out of this 2-day class – a sense of self-examination, of pondering, what would you have me doing differently?

Luke 12:48

Who has been entrusted with more than we have been entrusted with?
I have held many things in my hands and I have lost them all. But whatever I have placed in God’s hands, that I still possess.  

Martin Luther

Any temporal possession can be turned into everlasting wealth. Whatever is given to Christ is immediately touched with immortality.  

A. W. Tozer

Practical Principles for young children:

There are only three ways to teach a child. The first is by example, the second is by example, and the third is by example.      

Albert Schweitzer

•
3 Jars – the giving; the saving jar; the spending jar

•
Field trip to the junk yard or dump or garage sales

•
Walked around Fred Meyer shopping Center – find things NEED. Grocery section – we need food; (bread, milk,) out of the food section – and clothes (We don’t need anything; we want a bunch of things) Lesson was – just know the difference.

•
Include the girls in the giving decisions.

•
Involve our kids and trust God to do his work
Practical Guidelines to Control Spending

· Realize that nothing is a good deal if you can’t afford it. 

· Recognize that God isn’t behind every good deal. 

· Understand the difference between spending money and saving money.

· Look at the long-term cost, not just the short-term expense. 

· Pray before you spend. Ask God to provide it another way, and give Him a chance to do so. 

· Want something a minimum of three months before you buy it.

· Examine every purchase in light of its ministry potential.
· Understand and resist the manipulative nature of advertising.

· Learn to walk away from things you want but don’t need. 

· Realize that little things add up.

· Set up a budget and live by it.

Be sure you know the condition of your flocks, give careful attention to your herds; for riches do not endure forever.

Proverbs 27:23-24

I continually find it necessary to guard against that natural love of wealth and grandeur which prompts us always, when we come to apply our general doctrine to our own case, to claim an exception.

William Wilberforce
