 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
IS CHRIST THE ONLY WAY?
ASK THE QUESTION, 

“Only way _____________ _____________?”

Religious toleration is deeply ingrained in our American system. E Pluribus Unim. There is no exclusive truth.  An open mind is a cultural assumption. How can God be more narrow mined than Americans??

Two key questions:  


1) 
"How can God send _____________ _____________ to hell?" [_____________ ]


2) 
"Are there not other _____________ _____________ ways to God?" [________] “Aren’t all religions really _____________ roads up the _____________ mountain?” [_____________ ]

"I love the teachings of Jesus and other spiritual masters, and I love the teachings of God in nature. I especially love what unites us all, the spiritual truths that weave through all the world's religions." The Rev. Kathleen Verigin, Abundant Life Center, Vancouver, WA

"I'm offended that so many conservative Christians believe that theirs is the only path to salvation. I'm sick of being proselytized. We Jews enjoy a more basic type of faith, a direct relationship to God that requires no salvation, no penitence, no supplication. We do not proselytize. And we don't worry about the next life; we conduct mitzvahs--good deeds--that enhance life for ourselves and others in the here and now." Pamela R. Winnick

1) 
HOW CAN A LOVING GOD SEND INNOCENT PEOPLE TO HELL?
TRUTH CLAIM

YHWH, the God of holy, loving justice, _____________ reveals Himself to all people so He can have _____________ with them. He leads them to _____________ but also _____________ them to reject His gracious revelation and choose to be apart from Him for eternity.

DEVELOPMENT

1. 
The biblical teaching as well as empirical evidence shows humans worship and serve _____________ _____________ (Deu 17:3; 29:26; Jos 24:2; Jdg 2:17; 2 Ki 17:7; Jer 16:11; Jer 22:9). 

2.
God, out of His grace and desire for relationship, makes Himself known to __________ people in __________  places  (Psa. 19:1-6; Rom. 1:18-21)

3.
People usually _____________ to receive this revelation. They neither glorify Him as God nor are thankful to Him. Even as His revelation is repudiated, rejected, ignored or distorted, He _____________ in making Himself known. Because of this, there is no possible excuse of _____________  (Rom. 1:18-32)

4.
Out of the riches of his kindness, tolerance and patience, He _________ people toward repentance. Those who ____________ Him will receive His righteous judgment. To those who ___________ to His grace, seeking glory, honor and immortality, He will give eternal life. This is true for Jew and Gentile alike 

5.
The biblical teaching as well as empirical evidence shows humans are aware they fail to meet an internal standard of righteousness put there by God Himself (Rom. 2:14-16; 3:23). 

6.
People who have not heard of Christ are ________ condemned for not knowing Christ, but for _____________ relationship with ___________ through the revelation God has made clear to them. 

2) 
ARE THERE NOT OTHER EQUALLY VALID WAYS TO GOD?
TRUTH CLAIM

The different religions worship _____________ gods. Only Christianity is a religion of _____________ with a personal God who moves to save humans justly from their sins, where salvation is not dependent upon our _____________. Jesus Christ is unique among humans as the incarnate Word.  While most other religions have some truth, only Christianity IS _____________ _____________ .

DEMONSTRATE THAT:

1. 
Humans are sinful and in need of redemption

Do not allow the argument that people are good, sincere believers to prevail.  People are sinful as well as good.  One can be wholly sincere and mortally wrong!

2.
Jesus is _____________ 


He alone claims to be incarnate _____________ 


He is not a good _____________ (only).


Liar - lunatic - Lord

3.
Christianity claims to be _____________ 

Luke 2:10; 24:46-48; John 1:29; 3:16-18; 14:6; Acts 4:12; 26:15-18; Romans 9:30-10:21; 1 Corinthians 1:21; 15:1-4; Galatians 4:8; Ephesians 3:4-10; 1 Timothy 2:5-6. Note the points concerning false teachers: Matthew 24:23-24; Mark 13:21-22; Galatians 1:8-9; 1 John 2:18-19, 22-23

4.
Most other religions also claim _____________ 

5.
Everyone _____________ some religions


satanism


Aztec sacrifices


Temple prostitutes


Suicide cults

6.
Christianity is truly _____________ 


A.
_____________ 


B.
Tri-personal, loving, holy God


C.
Sin as universal, redeemable rebellion against God


D.
Salvation by grace based on God's provision


E.
Heaven as being with ____ joining Him in the cool things He likes to do

.

Do NOT make the mistake of trying to prove other religions all wrong.  We need not deny that there are many good points in other religions or cultures, even points which we do not have in the Bible.

7.
Other religions really are _____________; “Why can’t we all agree?” usually translates into “Let’s do it my way.” or “Why can’t you admit that I’m right?’

2. 
Uniqueness does not make God guilty of _____________ _____________ ___________.


A.
God is not narrow. He has revealed Himself universally, provided a universally valid way of salvation, and given specially equipped and empowered people the mission to proclaim it


B.
Exclusivity is not inherently wrong and toleration is not necessarily a virtue.


C.
All roads may lead up mountains, but they are different mountains.  The blind men must be sure they are feeling the elephant.


D.
Religious toleration does not mean equal validity of truth.


E.
The uniqueness of Christ and His own exclusive claims are the heart of the issue.


F.
Respond emotionally with the horror of God who gives His own most precious Son only to have Him rejected.

