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RESURRECTION
TRUTH CLAIM

Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified and died, rose from the dead, living in His same, glorified body, leaving behind an empty tomb.  He appeared in bodily form to many.  His disciples centered their proclamation on His resurrection, seeing it as the guarantee that He is divine, that God has begun the age of messianic salvation, and that our own resurrection is sure.

MEANING

Bodily resurrection, not just continued personal existence, confirms that God really wants us to be creatures with bodies (Gen. 2:7; 1 Corinthians 15).

Resurrection is not merely resuscitation, putting Jesus' soul back into His body.  His humanity was glorified.

In His BODY he still ate, could talk, be touched.  His body still bore the marks of crucifixion.  But now He was not always recognized even by intimates.  He could appear and disappear suddenly.

Glorification freed His SPIRIT from the self-imposed limitations of incarnation.  He knew the time of the second coming (Acts 1:7).  He no longer needed to ask factual questions.

Jews understood resurrection as an end time event when God would break into history to work in unique power.  The resurrection shows that He has already begun His end time work.  The key point is that justification has already happened (Rom. 4:25).

IF HE DID RISE:

1. 
Death has been overcome and we have new life now. (Eph. 2:5; Col. 2:13)

2. 
We know that Jesus is the Son of God (Rom. 1:4)

3. 
We can believe in our own resurrection as guaranteed by His (1 Cor. 15:20-22)

4. 
He can be our Mediator and High Priest (Heb. 9:23-10:25)

5. 
He wants to live with those who are accepted as children of God (Rom. 4:25; 14:9; 1 Thess 5:10)

6. 
We have a most dramatic demonstration of how powerful God is.  This resurrection power is at work in us now (Eph. 1:19-20)

7. 
Miracles are possible

8. 
Jesus' other claims are credible

IF HE DID NOT RISE:

1. 
The gospel is false (1 Cor. 15:14, 17, 19)

2. 
Jesus is not Lord

3. 
Death has the final word in history

4. 
Satan is not defeated

5. 
Forgiveness is not assured

EVIDENCE FOR RESURRECTION:

1. 
Jesus died

2. 
Disciples claimed to see Jesus alive

3. 
Disciples lives were changed dramatically

4. 
Resurrection proclaimed in Jerusalem

5. 
Resurrection central to the gospel

6. 
The tomb is empty

7. 
The church exists

8. 
Worship on Sunday

9. 
Conversion of Saul and James

10. 
Simple accounts in Bible

a. 

No legendary accretions

b. 

Normal variety in accounts

c. 

Women as first witnesses

11. 
Foreign to contemporary religions

12. 
Jesus' prophecy


REINCARNATION
RESURRECTION

GOD
Impersonal
Personal

HISTORY
Cyclical
Progressive

HUMAN NATURE
Energy fields
Body + Spirit

LIVES
Millions
One

VALUE OF LIFE
Minimal
Inestimable

FORGIVENESS
Unjust
Just

RIGHTEOUSNESS
Work for it
God gives it

CLEANSING
Manipulate energy
Yield to Spirit

GOVERNOR
Fatalistic Karma
Personal Lord

HOPE
Evolution
Atonement

