What Good News?

Practicing Evangelism & Apologetics 

Breshears & Walker
I.
IN YOUR OWN WORDS, DEFINE THE GOSPEL:

II.
THE GOSPEL MUST BE UNDERSTOOD CLEARLY TO BE PROCLAIMED.


A.
Is the gospel a technical term? 


1.
Definitions:




:  “good news”  



BAG & Abbott-Smith: 1.  In classical literature:  a 

 for good tidings.  2.  Later:  
 tidings or 

news.


DNTT: Originally, the 

 received by the messenger of victory,  but then the message of victory that brought joy.  Originally it was used primarily in the political realm to denote announcements that battles had been won, or that a ruler had been born or had ascended to the throne.



Louw & Nida: “In a number of languages, the expression, the gospel or  the good news must be rendered by a phrase, for example, news that makes one 


, or information that causes one 
, or words that bring 

, or a message that causes the heart to be 

.”  (i.e. word emphasizes the intended effect the news has on the listener).




:  “to announce good news, gospel”  [54x]



2.
General usage:  
Sometimes “good news” (gospel/euaggelion) is used to refer to good news in general, and has no specific, technical meaning. 

Luke 1:19

13But the angel said to him:  “Do not be afraid, Zechariah; your prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you are to give him the name John. 14He will be a joy and delight to you, and many will rejoice because of his birth, 15for he will be great in the sight of the Lord. He is never to take wine or other fermented drink, and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit even from birth. 16 Many of the people of Israel will he bring back to the Lord their God. 17 And he will go on before the Lord, in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the fathers to their children and the disobedient to the wisdom of the righteous — to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.”  18 Zechariah asked the angel,  “How can I be sure of this? I am an old man and my wife is well along in years.” 19 The angel answered,  “I am Gabriel. I stand in the presence of God, and I have been sent to speak to you and to tell you this good news.
1Thess. 3:6

6 But Timothy has just now come to us from you and has brought good news about your faith and love. He has told us that you always have pleasant memories of us and that you long to see us, just as we also long to see you.  7 Therefore, brothers, in all our distress and persecution we were encouraged about you because of your faith.  8 For now we really live, since you are standing firm in the Lord.  9 How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy we have in the presence of our God because of you?  10 Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you again and supply what is lacking in your faith.

Hebrews 4:2-6

2 For we also have had the gospel preached to us, just as they did; but the message they heard was of no value to them, because those who heard did not combine it with faith.  3 Now we who have believed enter that rest, just as God has said,  “So I declared on oath in my anger,  ‘They shall never enter my rest.’” And yet his work has been finished since the creation of the world.  4 For somewhere he has spoken about the seventh day in these words:  “And on the seventh day God rested from all his work.”  5 And again in the passage above he says,  “They shall never enter my rest.” 6 It still remains that some will enter that rest, and those who formerly had the gospel preached to them did not go in, because of their disobedience.


3.
Development:  

The noun (“gospel”) and the corresponding verb (“evangelize”) grow increasingly specific in meaning as Christ’s work is introduced and progresses.




Luke 2:10
8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night.  9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified.  10 But the angel said to them,  “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people.  11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord.
Luke 3:18
15 The people were waiting expectantly and were all wondering in their hearts if John might possibly be the Christ.  16 John answered them all,  “I baptize you with water. But one more powerful than I will come, the thongs of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire.  17 His winnowing fork is in his hand to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his barn, but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.”  18 And with many other words John exhorted the people and preached the good news to them.
Mark 1:1 

The beginning of the gospel about Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 

Luke 9:6
1 When Jesus had called the Twelve together, he gave them power and authority to drive out all demons and to cure diseases,  2 and he sent them out to preach the kingdom of God and to heal the sick.  3 He told them:  “Take nothing for the journey — no staff, no bag, no bread, no money, no extra tunic.  4 Whatever house you enter, stay there until you leave that town.  5 If people do not welcome you, shake the dust off your feet when you leave their town, as a testimony against them.”  6 So they set out and went from village to village, preaching the gospel and healing people everywhere.

B.
What exactly is the message of the Gospel?


1.
Need:  




The Apostolic Gospel assumes the proper 

 of the problem:

Ephesians 2:1-3

1 As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins,  2 in which you used to live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient.  3 All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our sinful nature and following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature objects of wrath.
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A
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2.
Content:




The content of the Gospel is 

 to,  


, or partially 






 over  

 times, but is concisely explained just 
    .


1 Corinthians 15:1-8



1 Now, brothers, I want to remind you of the gospel I preached to you, which you received and on which you have taken your stand.  2 By this gospel you are saved, if you hold firmly to the word I preached to you. Otherwise, you have believed in vain. 3 For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures,  4 that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures,  5 and that he appeared to Peter, and then to the Twelve.  6 After that, he appeared to more than five hundred of the brothers at the same time, most of whom are still living, though some have fallen asleep.  7 Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles,  8 and last of all he appeared to me also, as to one abnormally born.
RESPONSE
REVELATION
RESULTS

1.  Jesus died for our 

according to 

Evidence:  He was 


2.  Jesus                   from the dead.

according to 

Evidence:  He was 



C.
Response & Results: 



Acts 2

36  “Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ.” 37 When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the other apostles,  “Brothers, what shall we do?” 38 Peter replied,  “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  39 The promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off — for all whom the Lord our God will call.” 40 With many other words he warned them; and he pleaded with them,  “Save yourselves from this corrupt generation.”  41 Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand were added to their number that day.
· What is offered falls along two lines:





1)







2)



· What is required also falls along two lines:




1)







x )




: (22x) 




Is repentance emotional?

Matthew 3
4 John’s clothes were made of camel’s hair, and he had a leather belt around his waist. His food was locusts and wild honey.  5 People went out to him from Jerusalem and all Judea and the whole region of the Jordan.  6 Confessing their sins, they were baptized by him in the Jordan River. 7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to where he was baptizing, he said to them:  “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath?  8 Produce fruit in keeping with repentance.

1 Cor.  7
8 Even if I caused you sorrow by my letter, I do not regret it. Though I did regret it — I see that my letter hurt you, but only for a little while —  9 yet now I am happy, not because you were made sorry, but because your sorrow led you to repentance. For you became sorrowful as God intended and so were not harmed in any way by us.  10 Godly sorrow brings repentance that leads to salvation and leaves no regret, but worldly sorrow brings death.  11 See what this godly sorrow has produced in you: what earnestness, what eagerness to clear yourselves, what indignation, what alarm, what longing, what concern, what readiness to see justice done. At every point you have proved yourselves to be innocent in this matter.  12 So even though I wrote to you, it was not on account of the one who did the wrong or of the injured party, but rather that before God you could see for yourselves how devoted to us you are.  13 By all this we are encouraged.

SO:  Responding to the Gospel involves a change of 


, not of 
        ;  it may be accompanied by 

, but does not require it.  





2)


 





s:  




:  
· The visible expression: 



Is Baptism vital? 
Romans 1

16 I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile.  17 For in the gospel a righteousness from God is revealed, a righteousness that is by faith from first to last, just as it is written:  “The righteous will live by faith.” 

1Corinthians 1

14 I am thankful that I did not baptize any of you except Crispus and Gaius,  15 so no one can say that you were baptized into my name.  16  (Yes, I also baptized the household of Stephanas; beyond that, I don’t remember if I baptized anyone else.)  17 For Christ did not send me to baptize, but to preach the gospel — not with words of human wisdom, lest the cross of Christ be emptied of its power.
Conclusion:

Summary:

RESPONSE
REVELATION
RESULTS


Repent
“Jesus died for our sins.”
Forgiveness


  according to the Scriptures


Evidence: He was buried.
            Be Baptized


Believe
“Jesus rose from the dead.”
New Life


  according to the Scriptures
(Holy Spirit)


Evidence: He was seen.
Assignment:    See handout—all the passages giving the Gospel… Find the Gospel and identify the responses and results in NT preaching passages.

The Divine Assignment: Evangelism

Practicing Evangelism & Apologetics 

Breshears & Walker
Exercise:  Selling Stuff…

I.
IN YOUR OWN WORDS, DEFINE EVANGELISM:

II.
DEFINING EVANGELISM


A.
What Evangelism isn’t:



1.
The job of 





2.
Ambushing the 






3.



 on 




4.  Telling others what you 

 


5.



 others to your 




6.
Disseminating 



 about Christ



7.
Pressuring the 


.

B.
What Evangelism is:



1.
The Term:




:  



2.
The Need (Mark 8:35, 10:26, 16:16; Luke 8:12, 19:10; John 3:17; Acts 2:21, 2:40, 2:47, 11:14, 16:30-31)

3.
A Definition:

“Evangelism is working 

to proclaim His Good News with the 


of converting the listener to faith 

in Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord, so that he may 

be 


 from 


 and




 to a 

relationship with God.”



4.
Four Components:

· I 



· I 



· I 



· I 



III.
THE BIBLICAL BASIS OF EVANGELISM


A.
Why do it?  


1.
Because God commands us to. 



2.
Passages: Mark 1:14-18, Mt. 28:19-20, Mark 16:15-16, Luke 24:44-49, Acts 1:1-11.
Mark 1:14-18

14 After John was put in prison, Jesus went into Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God.  15  “The time has come,” he said.  “The kingdom of God is near. Repent and believe the good news!”  16 As Jesus walked beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net into the lake, for they were fishermen.  17  “Come, follow me,” Jesus said,  “and I will make you fishers of men.”  18 At once they left their nets and followed him.

Summary:  Jesus intends his followers to 

 how to 


 bring people into the Kingdom of God.

Matt 28:16-20

16 Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had told them to go.  17 When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted.  18 Then Jesus came to them and said,  “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.  19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,  20 and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”

Summary:  With the 


 of heaven behind us, and Christ’s 






 with us, we are to aggressively help people become






 and 


 followers of Christ.


B.
Who should do it?





1.
Certain individuals who were commissioned or gifted:

· Philip was called “the Evangelist” (Acts 21:8)

Leaving the next day, we reached Caesarea and stayed at the house of Philip the evangelist, one of the Seven. 

· Paul called himself a “herald”  (1 Tim. 2:7, 2 Tim. 1:11)

1Tim. 2:7 And for this purpose I was appointed a herald and an apostle — I am telling the truth, I am not lying — and a teacher of the true faith to the Gentiles. 

2Tim. 1:11 And of this gospel I was appointed a herald and an apostle and a teacher.

· Timothy was instructed to do the work of an evangelist (2Tim. 4:5)

But you, keep your head in all situations, endure hardship, do the work of an evangelist, discharge all the duties of your ministry.

· God says that he specially gifts some with this task.  (Eph. 4:9-13)

It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers, 


2.
Generally, people who shared as they went.  (Acts 8:1-4)

Acts 8:  1 And Saul was there, giving approval to his death. On that day a great persecution broke out against the church at Jerusalem, and all except the apostles were scattered throughout Judea and Samaria.  2 Godly men buried Stephen and mourned deeply for him.  3 But Saul began to destroy the church. Going from house to house, he dragged off men and women and put them in prison. 8:4 Those who had been scattered preached the word wherever they went.


3.  Churches who as a congregation connected with unbelievers.  (1 Thess. 1:4-10, 1Cor. 14:23-25)

1 Thess 1:  8 The Lord’s message rang out from you not only in Macedonia and Achaia — your faith in God has become known everywhere. Therefore we do not need to say anything about it,  9 for they themselves report what kind of reception you gave us. They tell how you turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God,  10 and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead — Jesus, who rescues us from the coming wrath.
1Cor. 14:23 So if the whole church comes together and everyone speaks in tongues, and some who do not understand or some unbelievers come in, will they not say that you are out of your mind?  24 But if an unbeliever or someone who does not understand comes in while everybody is prophesying, he will be convinced by all that he is a sinner and will be judged by all,  25 and the secrets of his heart will be laid bare. So he will fall down and worship God, exclaiming,  “God is really among you!”

Conclusions:


1)  There is a divine 

 


 underway at present.


2)  God is either 


 you or 

 you.



3)  If you are believer, you are a 

.



4)
Other gifted individuals can be a 


, a 


, and 


an 





 to you.



5)  You aren’t 

.  Your 

 should be one through which 


God can be seen and heard.

The Mutation of Evangelism

Practicing Evangelism & Apologetics 

Breshears & Walker
I.
HUNTER’S TARGET (From “Can the West Be Won?”, George G. Hunter III, C.T. 12/16/91)
[image: image1.wmf]
II.
FOUR COMMON APPROACHES OF CHURCHES


A.
The “Gather-Scatter” Approach



1.
Explanation:



2.
Examples:



3.
Strengths:




+Affirms the truth that gathering is for 





+Places the task of evangelism on the shoulders of 










.




+Makes discipleship and growth a 

, avoiding 






   in biblical 

 and 


.



4.
Weaknesses:




–No 

 

 for non-Christians.




–Relies solely on 

 to bring others to Christ.




–Ignores the power of a fellowship to 

.




– Makes the 

 

 easier to erect.




– Ignores the potentially powerful opportunities to 


 





evangelism.


B.
The “Seeker-Oriented” Approach



1.
Explanation:




•“Seeker”:  (Bill Hybels: http://www.willowcreek.org/wondering.asp)

If you want to know the truth about God--really know the truth--you are a “seeker.”  That’s a great thing to be, because—according to Jesus—seekers find what they’re looking for.


Seekers come in all shapes and sizes.  They have a variety of backgrounds.  Some don’t believe in God;  others do believe in God, but aren’t sure how to connect with Him.  What all seekers have in common is the fact that they’ve stopped pretending they have it all together.  They’re open to the possibility God may exist, and more importantly, that He may want a place in their lives.  They know they don’t know—but they want to know.  


If you are a seeker, how do you go about this all-important task of pursuing God and His truth?  Just be humble, and recognize the stakes are sky-high, and believe that you are very precious to God.  Ask Him to show you the truth, and stay open.  Here are four questions to help you in your search.

1. Why do you want to know God?

2. Are you placing limitations on God? 

3. What do you think about Jesus ? 

4. How will you respond to Jesus? 


2.
Examples:  



3.
Strengths:




+Recognizes the 


 & 


 of people




+ Makes “church” very attractive to 






+ Higher rate of 







+ Recognizes the need for 

 & 


 to make





a sincere decision.




+ Employs gifted 

 and the power of a 






+ Takes seriously the 


 





4.
Weaknesses:




– In a time-conscious, event-overloaded society, the model often 




   fails to penetrate the 



 barrier.




– It can be unworkable for people who are limited in 







or 


.




– It can allow 


 to set the agenda for 

.




– It can give the idea that the church is 

-

.


C.
The  “Seeker-Sensitive” Approach



1.
Explanation:



2.
Examples: 



3.
Strengths:




+ Recognizes and uses gifted 


 and the power of a 




fellowship, as well as placing responsibility on the individual 







.




+ The unbeliever gets a real 

 of Christianity, not a 

 


   version.




+ It is a deliberate attempt to make the church as 


 







as possible without changing its agenda.




+ Takes the opportunity to 

 evangelism and proclaiming




the Gospel to believers.



4.
Weaknesses:




– Invitations can become an 


 addition to existing 





services.




– Keeping the balance without moving to either end is very difficult, 




  and at times feels 

 - 

.

D.
The  “Come and See” Approach



1.
Explanation:



2.
Examples: 



3.
Strengths:




+ Taps into seekers’ desires for 

 

 than themselves..




+ What you 
 is what you 

.  Little chance for “

 and 







.”




+ Allows the 

 to be the 

, and not some 







attempt to those who aren’t the church.



4.
Weaknesses:




– It assumes seekers will be sufficiently drawn to the church to penetrate 

 

.




– It can forget that Christianity turns on a 


, and not on an 


, however attractive or spiritual it may be.

Which approach is right?  

III.
TWO COMMON APPROACHES OF INDIVIDUALS


A.
The Cold-Turkey Approach


1.
Explanation:  


2.
Examples:  



3.
Strengths:




+ Takes seriously the 


 


.




+ Relies on God to 

 





+ Can be done 


, 

, with 






4.
Weaknesses




– This goes 

 to our 

, which is busy, private, 




suspicious, and bombarded with offers and advertisements.




– It ignores the 

 of a 



 to provide the 




soil of love and trust in which the Gospel is more likely to germinate.




– This is the most 


 approach for most people.

B.
The Relational Approach:



1.  Explanation: 



2.
Examples:  



3.
Strengths:




+ Relationships are powerful bridges to 

 & 

.




+ It works.  The majority of people who profess faith and continue 




have done so with the aid of some positive Christian 







+ Many who can’t (or won’t) strike up a conversation 

           , do feel comfortable making 

.



4.
Weaknesses:




– The Great Commission isn’t limited to your 






– It takes more 

 and investment of 


.




– Once the relationship is forged, the possibility of losing your 




   


 increases.




– Once a relationship is forged, if the unbeliever does not believe and 




you 

 them, the 


 is very great. 

Which approach is right?  

 Contagious Christianity in Blue Jeans

The Philosophy of Redeemer’s Fellowship as a Case Study

Practicing Evangelism & Apologetics 

Breshears & Walker
I.
WHY DON’T PEOPLE SHARE THEIR FAITH?
II.
A HELPFUL ILLUSTRATION: 

[image: image2.wmf]
III.
THE PHILOSOPHY OF REDEEMER’S FELLOWSHIP 


A.
The Hub:  





John 12:24 
I tell you the truth, unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains only a single seed. But if it dies, it produces many seeds. 


B.
Four Spokes:  


1.





1Tim. 2:1-4 

I urge, then, first of all, that requests, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for everyone—for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness.  This is good, and pleases God our Savior, who wants all men to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth. 



2.







Matt. 5:13-16



“You are the salt of the earth.  But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again?  It is no longer good for anything except to be thrown out and trampled by men.  You are the light of the world.  A city on a hill cannot be hidden.  Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl.  Instead, they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house.  In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.” 

D x P = I

1Pet. 2:11-12 
Dear friends, I urge you, as aliens and strangers in the world, to abstain from sinful desires, which war against your soul.  Live such good lives among the pagans that, though they accuse you of doing wrong, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us. 


3.





Acts 1:8

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 



4.







1Pet. 3:15-16  
But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect, keeping a clear conscience, so that those who speak maliciously against your good behavior in Christ may be ashamed of their slander. 

· Ask 


, 

 questions.
· Learn the 


 to 


.
· Tell the 

 of your faith.
· Explain the 



 clearly.

C.
The Rim:  






Mark 2:16-17 
When the teachers of the law who were Pharisees saw him eating with the “sinners” and tax collectors, they asked his disciples:  “Why does he eat with tax collectors and ‘sinners’?”  On hearing this, Jesus said to them,  “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners.”

Luke 15:1-3
Now the tax collectors and “sinners” were all gathering around to hear him.  But the Pharisees and the teachers of the law muttered, “This man welcomes sinners and eats with them.”  Then Jesus told them this parable…”

The Nuts & Bolts of a Do-it Yourself 

Gospel Presentation
Practicing Evangelism & Apologetics 

Breshears & Walker
I.
DEVELOP A PHILOSOPHY OF PERSONAL EVANGELISM


A.
Assume that people are in your life not by 


, 



but by 


  

 .

Eph. 1:9-11

9 And he made known to us the mystery of his will according to his good pleasure, which he purposed in Christ,  10 to be put into effect when the times will have reached their fulfillment — to bring all things in heaven and on earth together under one head, even Christ. 11 In him we were also chosen, having been predestined according to the plan of him who works out everything in conformity with the purpose of his will,  12 in order that we, who were the first to hope in Christ, might be for the praise of his glory.  13 And you also were included in Christ when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation. Having believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit,  14 who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are God’s possession — to the praise of his glory.


B.
Assume that others are 

to the gospel, and continue sharing, unless and until you see 


 to the contrary. 




Reasons to the contrary:

· If I know I’ll have more 

later. 

· If I know the person has 




.

· If I know the person has been 




. 

C.
Be prepared to turn the 


 to 

.



1.  
If you can, take the 
 

:




Acts 26:24-29

24 At this point Festus interrupted Paul’s defense.  “You are out of your mind, Paul!” he shouted.  “Your great learning is driving you insane.” 

25  “I am not insane, most excellent Festus,” Paul replied.  “What I am saying is true and reasonable.  26 The king is familiar with these things, and I can speak freely to him. I am convinced that none of this has escaped his notice, because it was not done in a corner.  27 King Agrippa, do you believe the prophets? I know you do.” 

28 Then Agrippa said to Paul,  “Do you think that in such a short time you can persuade me to be a Christian?” 29 Paul replied,  “Short time or long — I pray God that not only you but all who are listening to me today may become what I am, except for these chains.”


2.
If you haven’t, be prepared to take the 

:

1 Peter 3:15-16
15 But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect,  16 keeping a clear conscience, so that those who speak maliciously against your good behavior in Christ may be ashamed of their slander.
II.
FIRST THINGS FIRST


A.
For groups:  







1.
Give your 







2.
Talk about 







3.
Cite 


 of what’s 



B.
For individuals: 






1. 
Think through the possibilities.



2.
Ask 


  

· Jesus: “Will you give me a drink?”  (John 4:7)

· Phillip:  Acts 8:30  “Do you understand what you are reading?” 

· My four questions





1) If you were to die tonight, how sure are you that you’d go to heaven? (0-100%)?





2) If you did die, and God asked you why you should go to heaven, what might you say?





3) Has anyone ever shown you from the Bible how you can know for certain you’d go to heaven?





4) May I?

· Others:  



2.
Make 


 and watch for 





a.
Jesus:  “I tell you the truth, no one can see the kingdom of God unless he is born again” (John 3:3)




b.
 Mine:  





•“There are very few things I’d die for, and there are a few— but that’s not one of them.  





•“I’m so grateful that you don’t have to be perfect to get to heaven.”

•“A person who believes/acts like that reveals that they don’t know God.”





3.
Get them to 

 or 


 to what they believe..

4.
Deal with them in light of where they’re at:

· The Religious Person:  John 3:1-15

· 

 them with their 


· Explain the impossibility of 

 

 to make them right before God.  

· Stress the need for God to 


to 

.  

· Explain the 


.  

· The  Hurting, Guilty Person:  John 4:1-42

· Cultivate the hurting and guilty with 

. 

· 


 with them—share something similar…

· Help them see that God’s 

can 


them and give them 

.   

· Time spent will reinforce God’s 

 for them.

· Explain the 

.  

· The Intellectual Person: Acts 17:16-34

· Convince the intellectual with 


 & 

.  

· Give them good 

.  

· Explain the 

as clearly as you can, and then answer questions.  

III.
THE GUTS

· Use the Bible 


.

· Personalize the 

 & it’s 



· Explain Jesus’ death as a 


 

.

· Point out the 


 of Jesus’ resurrection

· Answer:  “What is God 


 me?”

 “You deserve a break today!” the TV sings.  From all sides, the message rings, “You owe it to yourself!”  We are constantly blasted with attractive options for career, shelter, transport, clothing, recreation and relaxation.  The result is that we pursue material things without limit, having become victims of the “looking out for #1” mindset.  In the middle of this noise we miss the cries of millions who have no idea why they live, why they suffer, or who made them.  They wonder if an eternity exists, and in dark, solitary moments, they wish to a God they don't know that they weren't born.  Millions slip quietly into an eternity without Christ while we go about ridding ourselves of inconveniences. Unfortunately, those people become victims of our comfort.  Few people would say that comfort itself is evil.  That's not the issue.  The issue is:  What effect does comfort have on our lives, and what role does comfort have in our decision-making processes, and how do our decisions about comfort affect those whose only hope for eternal life in Christ depends on our reaching out to share ourselves?  We aren’t supposed to make decisions based on what feels good.  Christ would never have gone to the cross had that been a major criterion, and there is a good chance that many of us would not have a personal relationship with Christ had not someone been willing to do the inconvenient.  It is blunt and uncomfortable, but the issue must be faced:  What is more significant:  my desire for personal comfort or a person’s almost incomprehensible need to know Christ and avoid an eternity in hell? If we Christians are really going to revolutionize the world with the message of Christ, then there has to be a lot more dying.

Greg Sidders
Adjunct Professor Steve Walker can be reached at swalker@rosenet.net
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