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I was very fortunate to have grown up in a Christian home with parents who loved the Lord deeply and took me into the warm fellowship of a Bible believing church from infancy.  The commitment of my folks was such that they even walked to church in a snowstorm with me, as a baby, tightly bundled in their arms.  My Dad and Mother taught me God’s Word and strongly encouraged me to memorize the Word.  I can remember my folks helping us memorize Isaiah 53 and while roller skating on the concrete driveway, with my sister, repeating the verses – and being told that as soon as I could say the verses accurately (parts of which had been difficult for me to memorize), I could come in for supper.  (Note: My parents were not abusive. ()  

My Dad and Mother also often led us in family devotions together.  I can remember that even as a younger person, I had a propensity to comprehend and accurately discuss the Scripture, and I was surprised as how others my age did not even have a basic understanding of the Bible.  I believe this began from my parent’s desire for me to know the Word.

I can recall, at age eight, going to a new church for our family, when we moved to Florida, and my folks and one of my sisters, joining the church that morning (in the typical Baptist tradition of that day).  My oldest sister (age 16) did not join the church that morning, but instead that Sunday afternoon, talked to me about “getting saved” that evening.  She made me a deal (she was often hard to get along with and loved to make independent decisions, so not joining the church with the rest of the family did not make me happy – thus, a “deal” was very inviting).  I had not joined the church because I had not yet “accepted Christ”, and was not eligible to join the church.  My older sister’s “deal” was, that if I “got saved” that Sunday evening, at church, she would join the church!  I liked that; “got saved” that evening, was eventually baptized and joined the church myself – and she joined the church. 

Later, as a maturing teenager, I had a nagging concern for the assurance of my own Salvation, as I more fully realized my own personal need of a Savior.  I began to be convicted by the Holy Spirit for my own sin and of Christ’s Redemption.  Probably for the better part of a year, I was under conviction by the Holy Spirit.  I prayed repeatedly throughout that year, “God, if I am not saved, save me!” 

One time I was in the back of a large Baptist church seating more than a thousand and told the Lord, “If what it takes for me have assurance of my Salvation is to go forward to the front of this church at the altar call, in order to be saved, then tell me and I will go forward.”  The Holy Spirit had convicted me, but the act of going forward was not the answer.

I had evidenced a spiritual dimension throughout my life.  I was attending a Christian school at the time and was even the chaplain of my “club” at school; but I still did not have the assurance of Salvation in my soul.


As the year progressed, I had been selected to be in the South Carolina All-State Chorus.  After attending one of the rehearsals, I can remember driving home that evening and parking the car behind the house.  As I sat in the car with the night darkness surrounding me, the Holy Spirit convicted me again of my need of Christ as my Savior.  As I thought about this need for Redemption and assurance of Salvation, Romans 10:13, a verse I had memorized years before, came to me clearly – “For whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall be saved.”  So, I looked up to God, from the driver’s seat, in that dark car, and simply “called on the Name of the Lord” for His Salvation.  I have not doubted the assurance of my Salvation from that time.

A year or so later, while on break from college, I chose to follow the Lord in believer’s baptism (again), since I understood and had assurance of Christ’s Redemption for my personal Salvation.  I wanted to consciously follow the Lord, in obedience to His Word.

This is my testimony of how I personally came to commit my life to Jesus Christ.

