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COURSE DESCRIPTION

This course provides an overview of the historical, philosophical, and social forces in the formation of approaches to various aspects in education, including teaching, learning and curriculum, in North America and major cultures in the world. 

At the end of the course, students will gain an understanding of the interdisciplinary dimensions of educational thoughts and their implications and applications.  Upon analyzing the various educational theories and models, students will be able to construct their own alternative frameworks and formulate educational strategy within the context of their ministries. 

COURSE OBJECTIVES

After taking the class, the student will be able to:

1. understand the underlying thinking and assumptions that educators hold relative to education and schools in North America and major cultures in the world.
2. knowing the interdisciplinary dimensions of educational theories and implement practical application in matters of curriculum design, learning style and teaching method in North America and major cultures in the world.
3. better understand the demographic and structural problems facing contemporary young people in North America and major cultures in the world.
REQUIRED TEXTS
Federal law now requires institutions to provide the ISBN numbers and retail prices for all required books. Western Seminary encourages students to visit our campus bookstore, Windows Booksellers, in order to obtain these titles at a reduced rate.
Gutek, Gerald. Philosophical and Ideological Perspectives in Education. 2nd Edition. Boston: Allyn and Bacon, 1997, ISBN 978-0205261062, retail price $104.00
Thatcher, Adrian and Francis, Leslie J. Christian Perspectives for Education England:

Gracewing, 1990. ISBN 978-0852441619, Retail Price $55.00
RECOMMENDED TEXTS

 Gutek, Gerald. Historical and Philosophical Foundations of Education: Selected Readings. 

Columbus, Ohio: Merrill/Prentice Hall, 2001. 

Karier, Clarence J. The Individual, Society, and Education: A History of American Education Ideas. Urbana, Illinois: University of Illinois Press, 1986. 

Miller, Ron. What are Schools For? Holistic Education in American Culture. Brandon, VT: Holistic Education Press, 1997. 

Rosenholtz, S. (1991). Teachers’ workplace: The social organization of schools. New York: Teachers College Press.

Spring, J. (2001). The American school: 1642-2000 (6th ed.) Boston: McGraw-Hill.

Tyack, D. & Cuban, L. (1995). Tinkering toward utopia: A century of public school reform. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press.

KEY REFERENCES
Becker, Gary. 1993. Human capital revisited. In Becker, Human capital: A theoretical and empirical analysis, with special reference to education (3rd ed.) (pp. 15-25). Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 

Bowles, Samuel. 1972. Getting nowhere: Programmed class stagnation. Society 9, 8 (June): 42-49. 

Brown v. Board of Education I, 347 U.S. 483 (1954), and II, 349 U.S. 294 (1955). 

Collins, P. H. (2000). Toward a politics of empowerment. Black Feminist Thought (2nd Ed.). New York: Routledge 

Delpit, L. D. (1988). The silenced dialogue: Power and pedagogy in educating other people's children. Harvard Educational Review, 58, 280-298. 

Deyhle, D. (1995). Navaho youth and Anglo racism: Cultural integrity and resistance. Harvard Educational Review, 65, 403-444. 

Fine, Michelle. 1986. Why urban adolescents drop into and out of public high school. Teachers College Record 87: 393-408. 

Franklin, B. M. (1994). Learning dificulties and the American public school: A conceptual framework (pp. 1-19). From "Backwardness" to "At-risk": Childhood learning difficulties and the contradictions of school reform. New York: SUNY Press. 

Lipman, P. (2003). Chicago school policy: Regulating Black and Latino youth in the global city. Race, Ethnicity & Education, 6, 331-355. 

Mickelson, Roslyn Arlin. 1989. Why does Jane read and write so well? The anomaly of women's achievement. Sociology of Education 62: 47-63. 

Oakes, J. (1996). Two cities’ tracking and within-school segregation. In Lagemann, E. C. & Miller, L. P., Eds., Brown v. Board of Education: The challenge for today’s schools. New York: Teachers College Press. 

Ogbu, John U. 1995. Cultural problems in minority education: Their interpretations and consequences—Part One. Urban Review 27: 189-205. 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS 

1.  
PRE-SESSION PREPARATION (read the required texts before coming to class)

2.  
IN-SESSION PRESENTATION (10%)


(subject to change pending on the size of class and background of students)

      With the approval of the instructor, choose a topic and provide a presentation with outline, 

audio-visual aids and bibliography.  

3 POST-SESSION RESEARCH PROPOSAL (80%)

With the approval of the instructor, choose a topic and conduct an extensive research then write up a report on the finding in the format of a quality paper of 25 pages.  

D.MISS. COURSE DUE DATE
Course work for all D.Miss. modules is due to the professor 12 weeks after the last day of each module.   Please make sure all work has been submitted to the professor on/or before this date; otherwise it will result in a failing grade and possible removal from the program.  If an extension is needed, please contact your professor as soon as possible.  Please contact the Administrative Assistant (joy@westernseminary.edu) for the appropriate form. 
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