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SYLLABUS
Please be aware that there are some assignments due on the first day of class.  See page 4 of the syllabus for specifics.
COURSE DESCRIPTION
In this course we will learn from the history of the Church from Pentecost to the Reformation. We will focus on (1) the Church’s people who, as saints and sinners, have been the flesh and blood of its history; (2) the Church’s doctrine which has developed throughout its history; (3) the Church’s writings which have exerted a tremendous impact on its history; and (4) the Church’s movements which have composed the ebb and flow, the progress and regress, of its history. We will also consider what the past can contribute to the present, seeking to learn lessons from the history of the Church for our own lives, ministries, doctrines, and churches.

COURSE THEMES & BIOGRAPHICAL APPROACH
Four foundational themes will be examined throughout the course to provide focus:
(1) Living the Christian life, which in this period means understanding how Christian men and women came to grips with our Lord’s command to take up our cross and follow him. Another way to think about this theme is to consider it as a reflection on the sufferings of Christ as expressed in his body, the church.
(2) Evangelizing the nations, or understanding how the church changed from a small, persecuted Jewish sub-group to a world-wide, occasionally culturally dominating, religion. We will see not only the triumphs, but the struggles (e.g. the nearly complete elimination of Christianity from North Africa in the 8th Century under Islam) which are sometimes neglected in surveys of church history.
(3) Faith and Reason, or, as Tertullian asked, “What does Athens have to do with Jerusalem?” While there are other ways to approach the question of the development of Christian doctrine, this ancient tension is a helpful one. Starting with the foundational mysteries of the Trinity and the incarnation, we will observe how the fathers of the church posed and pondered questions of supreme importance.
(4) Ecclesia semper reformanda (The Church must always be reformed!) – the unending efforts by faithful followers of Christ to reform the church. Beginning with the surprising and unlikely reform movements in the 12th Century, we will follow these through the Protestant Reformations of the 16th Century.

Of course, it is impossible to confine any examination of fifteen hundred years of church history to a mere four themes! Occasionally we will explore other areas of church history as well.

As mentioned above, we will build on these four foundational themes through biographies. Some of the individuals we will get to know better are:
Polycarp of Smyrna, the disciple of John, who was burned to death ca. 155. The account of his death was written self-consciously as attempt to show that Polycarp had died “according to the gospel” and this account became the template for most future accounts of martyrs in the early church.
Augustine of Hippo (d. 430), the great writer, theologian, pastor, and rhetorician, who may be the most significant Christian leader, at least in the western church, since the Apostle Paul. What can one say about his Confessions? If you haven’t read them, you don’t know what you are missing!
Catherine of Siena (d. 1380), a young woman whose unshakeable faith gave her a voice to encounter popes and political rulers. Her “Dialogue” is, in my mind, an unmatched statement of a soul, deeply in love with Christ, which is moved to speak out in encouragement and compassion to others.
Martin Luther (d. 1547), the Augustinian monk whose spiritual struggles and study of scripture led to the formation of the doctrine of “salvation by faith alone”. Luther’s more familiar early life (1478-1521) will be examined as well as his later (1521-1546), and more troubled, efforts to see his interpretation of the gospel through, despite disagreements within the fledgling protestant movement.
TEXTBOOKS: Required 

*By clicking on the links of the texts in this syllabus, which are linked to Amazon.com, Western Seminary San Jose will receive a small return on the purchases made.  Any additional purchases made on Amazon, when initially entering Amazon using the links for these texts, will also earn WS a small return.
	Henry Chadwick
	The Early Church (Penguin History of the Church, Vol. 1, 1993)

	F. Donald Logan
	 A History of the Church in the Middle Ages (Routledge, 2002)

	John W. Coakley & Andrea Sterk  (Editors) 
	Readings in World Christian History (Orbis Books, 2004)

	William R. Cook
	Lives of Great Christians (The Teaching Company, 2007) Note: This is a series of audio lectures. Make sure to get this only when it is on sale, which happens frequently. If you purchase via audio download, the price will be around $35.00 (Otherwise it will cost over $100.00!)


GOALS

1. Cultivate a sympathetic understanding of the Christian past
2. Better understand the mysteries of the Trinity and the Incarnation, without which we neither know God nor can be saved
3. Better understand the context of other foundational Christian doctrines and the controversies which helped give them expression
4. Appreciate what it means to share in “the communion of the saints” – i.e. in the vast resources of the Body of Christ as it has been expressed around the world and throughout time
OBJECTIVES

1. Find a mentor (or mentors) from previous centuries whose writings and/or life can challenge and encourage you as you “take up your cross” and follow Jesus
2. Identify your own spiritual heritage and how it connects to the Christian past
3. Explain the controversies and goals of the church fathers as they worked out the doctrine of the Trinity, their insights into Christology, and other foundational doctrines
4. Identify areas in your personal life and ministry to which you can apply principles of past reformations in the history of the church
ASSIGNMENTS

Reading (general level = 30 hours) and related quizzes
A list of people and terms to memorize is provided below. Short quizzes given during each class meeting will reinforce memorization of key people and dates as well as providing an overall factual context for understanding church history.

Short papers (14 hours)

There will be two brief (3-4 pages) papers on the life of one of the Christians we cover in class, focusing on one of the 4 class themes. For example, you might write about Augustine’s understanding of the Trinity or on Leo IX’s efforts at reform in the “Investiture Controversy”.

Final Paper (16 hours)

The final paper (8-10 pages) will compare at least two Christians covered in class or in our readings on one of the four class themes. For example, you might compare the spiritual life (prayer, asceticism, etc.) of Catherine of Siena and Martin Luther. Or, you might compare the martyrdoms of Polycarp and John Hus.
GRADING - Grading is on a percentage scale, according to Western’s standards.
	Participation & Quizzes
	5 Quizzes – each worth 20 points
	100 points

	Short Papers
	2 Short papers – each worth 100 points
	200 points

	Final Paper
	1 Final Paper worth 200 points
	200 points

	
	
	500 POINTS TOTAL


TOPICS & ASSIGNMENTS (Class meetings are 5:45 – 9:45 PM on the dates indicated here.)
	Date
	Biographies
	Topics
	Reading to Be Completed Before Class

	15-Sep
	· Polycarp of Smyrna

· Origen
	· Text-Based Discussion: “The Christians as the Romans Saw Them” (Coakley, Doc. 5)
· Martyrdom

· Exegesis & Interpretation of Scripture in the Early Church
	· Chadwick, Chs. 1-7
· Coakley, Documents 1, 3, 7, 9

· Cook, Lectures 2-3 (Lect. 1 is optional)

	29-Sep
	· Anthony

· Augustine
	· Monasticism

· Text-Based Discussion: Augustinianism & Pelagianism (Coakley, Docs. 41 &42)

· Grace, Free Will & Human Nature
	Quiz #1 will be based on:

· Chadwick, Chs. 8-15
· Coakley, Documents 19, 20, 29, 33
· Cook, Lectures 4-6 and 8

	13-Oct
	· Boethius

· Gregory I 
First Paper Due
	· Christianity & “Pagan” Philosophy

· Text-Based Discussion: The Gospel across cultures (Coakley, Doc. 52)
· Missions in the Western Church
	Quiz #2 will be based on:

· Chadwick, Chs. 16-18
· Logan, Ch. 2
· Coakley, Documents 35, 39, 44, 47, 50
· Cook, Lecture 7

	27-Oct
	· Mohammed
· Anselm
	· Text-Based Discussion: Debating the Trinity with a Caliph in 8th Century Baghdad (Coakley, Doc. 45)
· Islam & the Church

· The Renaissance of the Twelfth Century
	Quiz #3 will be based on:

· Logan, Chs. 3-6
· Coakley, Document 64
· Cook, Lectures 9-10

	10-Nov
	· Leo IX
· Bernard of Clairvaux
· Hildegard of Bingen
Second Paper Due

	· Text-Based Discussion: Simony, clerical celibacy, and the Investiture Controversy (Coakley, Doc. 59)
· Church Reform
· The Crusades
	Quiz #4 will be based on:

· Logan, Chs. 7-11
· Coakley, Documents 60, 61, 65

	24-Nov
	· Thomas Aquinas
· Catherine of Siena
	· Text-Based Discussion: Proofs for the existence of God (Coakley, Doc. 67)
· Scholasticism
· Mysticism
	Quiz #5 will be based on:

· Logan,  Chs. 12-13
· Coakley, Document 66, 68
· Cook, Lectures 11, 13

	8-Dec
	· John Wycliffe
· Jon Hus

· Martin Luther

Final Paper Due
	· Text-Based Discussion: Late medieval spirituality (Coakley, Doc. 74)
· Heresy

· Conciliarism

· Protestant Reformation
	· Logan, Chs. 14-17
· Coakley, Documents 72, 75, 76
· Cook, Lectures 15, 17

	


TABLE OF DATES TO BE MEMORIZED (The dates in bold in the “Key Name” column are eligible for all quizzes)
	Cen
	Key Name
	Others
	Other Events

	1
	Jesus Christ
	Paul of Tarsus

Ignatius 3rd Bishop of Antioch 

Clement I 4th Bishop of Rome
	invention of codex
Didache (ca. 50-120)

	2
	Justin Martyr (d ca. 162)
	Irenaeus, 2nd Bishop of Lyons

Polycarp (d.c.155)

Marcus Aurelius (d.180), Ptolemy
	

	3
	St. Antony of the Desert (d356)
	Origen, Tertullian

Plotinus, Mani
	

	4
	St. Athanasius (298-373)
	Constantine, Arius

St. John Chrysostom (347-407)

Theodosius I (last Emperor of East and West, d395)
	First Council of Nicaea (325) and of Constantinople (381) 

Canon of New Testament (Athanasius letter 367, Carthage synod 397)

	5
	St. Augustine (354-August 28, 430)
	St. Jerome, St. Patrick

St. Leo the Great (400-461)

Western Emperor Romulus Augustus deposed by Odoacer (September 4, 476)
	Council of Ephesus (431, ag. Nestorianism; theotokos)

Council of Chalcedon, (451 ag. monophysitism)

Leo confronts Atilla (452)

	6
	Boethius (d ca. 524)
	Gregory the Great (Pope, 540-604)

Justinian (r.527-565)

King Arthur
	Second Council of Constantinople (553)

Hagia Sophia

Corpus Juris Civilis

	7
	Muhammad (570-632; prophecy begins 610, leaves Mecca 622)
	
	Third Council of Constantinople (680, re. Monothelitism)

	8
	Charlemagne (r.771-814)
	Charles Martel

St. Bede the Venerable (d735), Alcuin

East: St. John Damascene (d749)
	Battle of Poitier (Tours, 732)

Second Council of Nicaea (787, re. iconoclasm)

	9
	King Alfred the Great (c849-899)
	East: Cyril and Methodius
	

	10
	Pope Sylvester II (c950-1003)
	Hugh Capet (d996)

East: Vladimir I, Prince of Kievan Rus, baptised a Christian in 988
	Medieval Warm Period begins;  height of Byzantine Empire

	11
	St. Anselm (c1033- 1109)
	Pope Urban II (d1099)

William the Conqueror, Edward the Confessor

East: Al-Ghazali (1058-1111)
	Great Schism (1054)

Battle of Hastings (1066)

East: Defeat of the Byzantine Empire at the Battle of Manzikert (1071)

	12
	Averroes (Ibn Rushd, 1126-1198)
	Bernard of Clairvaux (d1153),

Francis of Assisi (d)
	The Crusades

	13
	Thomas Aquinas  (c1225-1274)
	St. Albertus Magnus (1193-1280)
	

	14
	Dante Alighieri  (1265-1321)
	William of Ockham (d.1347)

Geoffrey Chaucer (c.1343-1400)
	Black Death

Avignon Papacy

	15
	Johann Gutenberg prints the Bible (1455)
	Leonardo da Vinci (1452-1519)

Michelangelo (1475-1564)


	Henry V at Battle of Agincourt (1415)
Fall of Constantinople (1453)

	16
	John Calvin (1509-1564)
	Martin Luther (1483-1546)

Queen Elizabeth I (1533-1603), William Shakespeare

St. John of the Cross (d1591)
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