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SYLLABUS

Course Description

In this course you will study the foundational principles and interpretive procedures of the grammatico-historical method of biblical interpretation.  You will also apply these principles and procedures in actual Bible study, using the English Bible.  Required during the first year of M.A. or M.Div. studies.

Course Objectives

Cognitive: As a result of this course the student should
· Be able to interpret and apply biblical texts using sound hermeneutical principles 

· Become competent in the essential skills of the grammatical-historical approach to interpretation

· Be able to define and describe the goal of interpretation.

· Be able to describe and defend a valid interpretation theory in detail.

· Be able to articulate and demonstrate a valid method of interpretation applied to Scripture, including the proper relationship between macro- and micro-exegesis.

· Be able to discuss intelligently the more important literary genres encountered in biblical literature.

· Be able to practice essential skills in interpreting biblical literature.

Volitive: It is hoped that as a result of this course the student will

· Determine to commit himself to reading and proclaiming the Bible with absolute integrity.

Textbooks

*By clicking on the links of the texts in this syllabus, which are linked to Amazon.com, Western Seminary San Jose will receive a small return on the purchases made.  Any additional purchases made on Amazon, when initially entering Amazon using the links for these texts, will also earn WS a small return.
Required:

Adler, Mortimer J. and Charles Van Doren. How to Read a Book. Simon and Schuster, 1972.

Klein, William and Craig Blomberg. Introduction to Biblical Interpretation, Revised and Updated. Word, 2004.

Ryken, Leland. Words of Delight: A Literary Introduction to the Bible. Second edition. Baker, 1992.

Recommended:

Brown, Jeannine K. Scripture as Communication. Baker, 2007.
Vanhoozer, Kevin. Is There a Meaning in This Text?. Zondervan, 1998.
Webb, William. Slaves, Women and Homosexuals. InterVarsity, 2001.
Course Requirements

Reading

Read the assigned portions on time (as per schedule below).  With the last assignment turn in a written statement verifying you have read all and specify the pages you have read from Adler, KBH and LR (see below).  Print your name, then also sign it.

Assigned reading is listed in the course outline.

Written Work

For every writing assignment students are required to spend at least 30 minutes discussing the issues of the various papers in a small group of 2-4 students from this class.

Beginning week 2 a paper will be due every week but one. Each assignment description will be distributed at the class meeting before it is due. The titles of the three ‘theory’ assignments are in the schedule below. The passages upon which the ‘interpretation’ assignments are based are as follows.

	Week 2
	……..
	Haggai

	Week 4
	……..
	Genesis 1

	Week 6
	……..
	Titus

	Week 7
	……..
	Psalm 2

	Week 8
	……..
	Matthew 10

	Week 10
	……..
	John 15:2

	Week 12
	……..
	Ephesians 1:17-19


Late interpretation papers will be penalized 10% the first hour, and 5% per week thereafter.
You are responsible to follow the assignment instructions carefully.  

In grad school writing, a picture is not worth any words: these essay assignments are largely about your ability to present complex thoughts in words. Papers must be written to a near-thesis standard. That is, minimum format standards must be met, as defined below. English grammar, idiom and spelling must be up to graduate level. Always include a strong introduction paragraph—declare what you intend to show the reader—and conclusion paragraph. Qualities valued include clarity, succinctness, and precision. Essay style uses traditional paragraphs (and is thus distinctively different from instruction manual style which relies on outline numbers / letters for clarity). I also want you to get into the habit of using section headings, so these will be expected in all papers. (These provide help for your reader and discipline for yourself, the writer, to organize your thoughts logically.)

· 1” margins top, bottom and sides 

· Double-space 

· 12-point standard font

· Indent paragraphs .5 inch 

· No extra spacing between paragraphs 

· Use and underline section headings 

· Staple; no paperclips or folders 

· Page numbers are required

· Title page is required. 

10% of the grades on the typed papers will be Form; that is, conformity to the above standards. You must proof-read carefully so that we may ‘prof-read.’ (Our  purpose is to motivate all Western Seminary students to present work that consistently looks as good as its content is.) 

All work must reflect Master’s Level use of the English Language. Plagiarism will result in failure of the first assignment so discovered. A second instance will result in failure in the course. (Note seminary policy on plagiarism in Catalog, p. 29.)

Attendance: Attend class faithfully and attentively. (See seminary Student Handbook, p. 7, on class attendance policy!)
Further, if you do have to miss a class … 

*  have a classmate audio-record the class

*  listen to it while at a desk with Bible and notes and pencil/computer, giving the same kind of attention as if in the class

*  you will be responsible for any content and instructions given in class

*  if you have questions, email or call me and/or a classmate.
Grading: 
	10 papers @ 9%
	90%

	Reading
	10%


Course Outline

	Class Session
	Class Date
	Topic & Assignment

	1
	Sept 12
	Introduction / Overview
Importance of Hermeneutics
View of the Bible
Observations

	2
	Sept 19
	Goal of Interpretation
Read Adler 3-44, KBH xxi-21, 23-62E, 135-209
Due: Interpretation Assignment #1 (Haggai)

	3
	Sept 26
	Theory of Interpretation
Read Adler 45-95, KBH 213-240
Due: “The Goal of Interpretation”

	4
	Oct 3
	Theory of Interpretation
Read Adler 96-136, KBH 63-102, LR 11-32
Due: Interpretation Assignment #2 (Genesis 1)

	5
	Oct 10
	Method of Interpretation—Synthesis (Themes)
Read KBH 273-450
Due: “Priority in the Exegetical Spiral”

	6
	Oct 17
	Method of Interpretation—Synthesis (Structure)
Read LR 35-289
Due: Interpretation Assignment #3 (Titus)

	7
	Oct 24
	Method of Interpretation—Synthesis (Genre)
Read LR 353-440, 477-512
Due: Interpretation Assignment #4 (Psalm 2)

	8
	Oct 31
	Method of Interpretation—Analysis
Read KBH 240-256
Due: Interpretation Assignment #5 (Matthew 10)

	9
	Nov 7
	Method of Interpretation—Analysis
Read KBH 259-272
Due: “The Difference Between Event and Text and the Interpreter’s Task”

	10
	Nov 14
	Method of Interpretation—Analysis
Read [see below]
Due: Interpretation Assignment #6 (John 15:2)

	11
	Nov 21
	Method of Interpretation—Extra-textual
Read [see below]
Due: Nothing

	12
	Dec 5
	Contextualization
Review
Read Adler 168-190, KBH 477-491
Due: Interpretation Assignment #7 (Ephesians 1:17-19)


In addition, you are to read at your own schedule the following:
Adler 203-253, 270-295, 309-346, 347-361 E
KBH 53-78 E, 459-491 E
KBH = Klein/Blomberg/Hubbard, LR = Ryken

The above reading is to be done at a Familiarity level (between Mastery and Exposure), except where indicated by E, which stands for Exposure.

My total for pages from Adler, KBH, and LR is about 1030 pages.  Allowing 4 hours / week for reading (x 12 weeks = 48 hours) works out to about 21 pages per hour.

That also leaves about 6 hours / week for writing papers.

Reading log

	Week 
	Adler
	KBH
	LR

	2
	3-44
	xxi-21, 23-62E, 135-209
	

	3
	45-95
	213-240
	

	4
	96-136
	63-102
	11-32

	5
	
	273-450
	

	6
	
	
	35-289

	7
	
	
	353-440, 477-512

	8
	
	240-256
	

	9
	
	257-272
	

	10
	
	
	

	11
	
	
	

	12
	168-190
	477-504
	

	Plus …
	203-253, 270-295, 309-346, 347-361 E
	53-78 E, 459-491 E
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