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SYLLABUS

Course Description

Strategies and programs for biblically-based evangelism are explained in this course. You will develop your own skills in personal evangelism as well as how to do evangelism through the local church. You will develop ability to explain the believability and truthfulness of Christianity that often arise in evangelistic moments through a biblically based, culturally relevant apologetic strategy.  

Course Objectives
Cognitive: As a result of this course the student should be able to …
· Define and communicate the Gospel message.

· Identify divergent worldviews, distinguish these from the Christian worldview and develop a response from the Christian perspective.

· Understand the cultural realities of our age and capture evangelistic opportunities presented by the postmodern perspective.

· Develop cultural bridges to share the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

Affective: It is hoped that as a result of this course the student would …

· Experience a burden for lost people resulting in consistent prayer and planning for opportunities to share Good News.

· Be passionate about the church’s Great Commission: going, baptizing and teaching.

· Develop Christ-like empathy for people outside of the faith that leads to compassionate responses.

· Be convinced of the power of the Gospel to change lives.

Volitive: It is hoped that as a result of this course the student would …

· Seek to embody the Good News of Jesus Christ.

· Make evangelism a way of life and ministry by living out the values of the New Community (Acts 2).

· Strategically position church programs to introduce unbelievers to Jesus Christ.

· Promote creative approaches that allow a church community to extend into our world.

Textbooks
*By clicking on the links of the texts in this syllabus, which are linked to Amazon.com, Western Seminary San Jose will receive a small return on the purchases made.  Any additional purchases made on Amazon, when initially entering Amazon using the links for these texts, will also earn WS a small return.
Required Texts:

1. Timothy Keller. The Reason for God. Dutton. Time: familiarity level, 5 hours
2. Reggie McNeal, The Present Future: Six Tough Questions for the Church, Jossey-Bass. Time: mastery level, 12 hours
3. Randy Newman. Questioning Evangelism. Kregel. Time: familiarity level, 6 hours
4. James Sire. The Universe Next Door. IVP Revised Edition. Time: mastery level, 7 hours
Recommended:

1. Donald Miller. Searching for God Knows What. Nelson.

2. Rebecca Manley Pippert. Hope Has Its Reasons. IVP.

Course Requirements

Reading
Complete all required reading before each class session so that you will be able to participate in and benefit from the class discussions. Reading should be done as prescribed, at either a mastery (20 pages per hour) or familiarity level (about 45 pages per hour) that assumes knowledge of the material assigned. 

Assignments 

 According to Western Seminary standards there are two levels 

Familiarity level.  This level assumes knowledge of the material assigned and leads to accountability in class. (45 pages per hour). 

Mastery level. Reading at this level will average about 20 pages per hour and assumes careful reflective interaction with the ideas, note taking, and will lead to accountability in class, and papers at a mastery level (1000 pages = 50 hours).  

Each assignment should be completed before the class session so that you will be able to participate in and benefit from the class discussions. 

Written Work

Papers must be written to a near-thesis standard. That is, minimum format standards must be met, as defined below. English grammar, idiom and spelling must be up to graduate level. Always include a strong introduction paragraph – declare what you intend to show the reader – and conclusion paragraph. Qualities valued include clarity, succinctness and precision. [Instructor’s note – creative thought is welcome! Just make sure your ideas and intuitions are substantiated!] Here are the details:

· 1” margins top, bottom and sides

· Double-space 

Form expectations, continued:

· 12 point standard, with legible, normal fonts

· Indent paragraphs .5 inch

· No extra line feed between pages (Format-Paragraph-Space After)

· Underline section headings

· Staple pages – no paperclips, fan folding, covers or folders

· Pages numbers

· Title page preferred. Any emailed paper must have a title page, even a short assignment

· Submit any e-papers in MS Word 95 or later

· 10% of the grades on all papers will be Form.

· All work must reflect Master’s Level use of the English language. Plagiarism will result in the failure of the first assignment discovered; a second instance will result in failure on the course.

Course Outline and Assignments

Each class session will consist of the following:

· Reflection upon the assigned reading 

· Discussion of current questions and issues arising form the topics covered

· Presentation of new material, with adequate time for discussion

· Preparation for assigned reading

· Other activities determined by the professor (video, guest lecturer, etc.)

Written Assignments

· Five (5) Journal Reports will be turned in – one at each class session starting the second week of class. These are worth 20 points each. The reports will have three parts: 1) Reflections on interactions with a person you are praying for; 2) application of insights from the assigned reading to their situation; and, 3) next steps in a redemptive relationship.  Time: 1 hour per report; 5 total hours
· You and a teammate will pick one apologetic issue (e.g., resurrection, suffering, uniqueness of Christ). You will prepare an 8-minute presentation during which one is to be the questioner, the other the defender. It should show that you understand the question and have a good answer for it. Give careful consideration to your methodology of answering questions in your presentation. Hear the question, summarize proposed answers, locate and develop common ground, lead the questioner to an answer. Time: 10 hours
· A 5-6 page paper, organized into two parts: part one, an analysis of your church’s current approach to evangelism; and, part two, a creative new strategy informed by your church’s history, demographics and resources. Both parts should reveal reflections from Journal Reports and reading as well as conversations with leaders within your church. This report will be due at class time November 1st.  Time: 8 hours
· Develop a 3-part sermon series or 3-week elective curriculum based on 1 Peter 2:4-12 reflecting on objections to Christ and Christianity, the imagery of a priest with a parish and the components of a lifestyle that reconciles people to God. Each part should have a title, outline and abstract of the points to be made. Each part should reveal your reflections from Journal Reports and reading. Time: 7 hours
Attendance

Attendance and Late Assignments: Students are expected to attend all class meetings. Students who miss class are responsible for missed work. Unexcused absences and tardiness will impact a student’s grade. Students who anticipate an absence should discuss it in advance with the instructor. Students who miss two or more classes will not pass the course. 

Grading
	Journal reports
	100 pts.

	Church strategy paper
	100 pts.

	Apologetics presentation 
	100 pts.

	Teaching series 
	100 pts.

	Class participation 
	100 pts.


The grading scale is A+ 99-100%, A 95-98%, A- 94-93%, B+ 92-91%, B 90-88%, B- 87-86%, C+ 85-84%, C 83-81%, C- 80-79%, D+ 78-77%, D 76-74%, D- 73-70%. Borderline grades will be determined on the basis of class participation and pattern of improvement. To receive audit credit, you must attend at least 80% of the class sessions and report that fact to the instructor by the last class session. I am quite willing to negotiate due dates in advance to allow for your demanding schedule. Talk to me no less than a week in advance of the due date and give me a note with the revised due date. If satisfactory prior arrangements have not been made, the mark on assignments turned in late will be reduced at the rate of one half letter grade per week day and one letter grade per weekend up to a maximum deduction of two letter grades. 

Tentative Course Outline

	Class Session
	Class Date
	Topic & Assignment

	1
	Sept. 12, ‘09
	Introduction; 
Biblical foundations for evangelism & apologetics; The new realities

	2
	Sept. 26, ‘09
	Journal report; 
Read Sire at mastery level; 
Read Keller at familiarity level; 
Discussion of worldviews

	3
	Oct. 10, ‘09
	Journal report; 
Read Newman at familiarity level; 
Apologetics presentations 

	4
	Oct. 24, ‘09
	Journal report; 
Apologetics presentations; 
Sharing the Gospel in postmodern times

	5
	Nov. 7, ‘09
	Journal report; 
Read McNeal at mastery level; 
Church strategy paper due; 
Discussion of strategies

	6
	Nov. 21, ‘09
	Journal report; 
1 Peter 2:4-12 teaching series due; 
Discussion of missional leadership
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