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SYLLABUS

Course Description

In this course you will learn how to organize and develop life-changing sermons based upon and bounded by careful biblical interpretation.  You will also learn how to communicate the relevance of the biblical message to your contemporary audience, and to deliver that message in a natural and effective manner. Chinese students will have the opportunity to receive customized training for preaching in a Chinese church.

Course Goals

This course contributes to the fulfillment of the core outcomes for the Master of Divinity degree with three specific goals:

1.
To train the student in the craft of expository sermon construction.

2.
To train the student in foundational skills of public communication.

3.
To train the student in the habits of spiritual authenticity as a communicator.

Course Objectives


Cognitive Objectives


The student shall articulate with understanding …

1.
The biblical foundation for preaching.

2.
A method for preparing expository sermons.


Conative Objectives


The student shall acquire and demonstrate …

1.
Skill in preparing expository sermons.

2.
Skill in public communication.

Required Textbooks

*By clicking on the links of the texts in this syllabus, which are linked to Amazon.com, Western Seminary San Jose will receive a small return on the purchases made.  Any additional purchases made on Amazon, when initially entering Amazon using the links for these texts, will also earn WS a small return.
Robinson, Haddon.  Biblical Preaching.  Baker, 2001

Stanley, Andy.  Communicating for a Change.  Multnomah, 2006
Course Requirements

Note:  a two-hour course includes approximately 60 hours of outside study.

1.
Reading Assignments



(15 hours)

Students must read all required books (approx. 500 pages) at familiarity level.

2.
Weekly Assignments



(15 hours)

At the end of each class, students will be given assignments that help students apply material discussed in that class or prepare students for material to be presented in the next class.

3.
Sermon Research



(15 hours)

Students must produce a exegetical study of Philippians 2:12-13, demonstrating an understanding of hermeneutics as presented in DBS 506.  The paper must include an exegetical outline and a homiletical outline.  The paper will be reviewed by Professors Korch and Tuck.
  Due: Oct. 3
4.
Student In-Class Sermon


(15 hours)

Students must present two in-class sermons, which are original to the student and presented as if preaching in their home church on Sunday morning.  Both of the sermons will be based upon Philippians 2:12-13.  The first will be in a deductive format and the second will be inductive.

Note:  This class is designed to genuinely produce skill in the student.  Therefore, in addition to the items above, each student will be required to do some form of public speaking each time the class meets.  

Course Grading

· Student Sermons


30%

· Sermon Research


20%

· In-Class Involvement

20%

· Reading Assignments

20%

· Weekly Assignments

10%

Grading Scale

A+ 
99-100%   
      
A         95-98%   

A-   
94-93%   

B+
92-91%  

B
90-88%

B-
87-86%

C+
85-84%

C
83-81%  

C-
80-79%

D+
78-77%  

D
76-74%

D-
73-70%

Course Policies

1.
Attendance
Student attendance will be recorded for each class.  One unexcused absence is permitted.  Any absence beyond that one may decrease the course standing by one full grade.  It is the responsibility of each student to obtain any missed material or assignment instructions from others students.  

2.
Written Assignments
All written assignments must be submitted on time, at the beginning of class.  Late papers will be reduced one letter grade per week unless a valid excuse is provided and approved.  

Unless the professor indicates otherwise, papers must be written to a near-thesis standard, in accordance with Turabian.  They must be typed and include a title page with the student’s name and box number on it.  English grammar, idiom and spelling must be up to graduate level.  Qualities valued include clarity, conciseness, comprehensiveness, cohesiveness, and correctness.

Form:

· 1” margins top, bottom and sides (you may use 1.25” for left margin)

· double space

· 12 point font

· indent paragraphs .5 inch 

· no extra line-feed between paragraphs (format-paragraph-space after)

· use section headings in accordance with Turabian, underline section headings

· staple, no paper clips or folders

· provide page numbers

· provide footnotes and bibliography in accordance with proper form

Note:  10% of the grade will be on “form,”  i.e., conformity to the above standards.  The purpose for this is to motivate Western Seminary students to present work in a manner that reflects the quality of the content.

Warning:  Plagiarism is unacceptable.  A written assignment found to include plagiarized material will result in a failing grade for the assignment.

Course Schedule

Sept. 12
The Power of the Pulpit Ministry
· course introduction

· biblical foundations for the pulpit ministry

· authenticity in the life of the communicator

· how to analyze your audience

· setting goals … the ultimate goal

Sept. 26
From Hermeneutics to Homiletics


· basic components of an expository sermon

· how to choose a text and focus on a theme

· the nuts and bolts of the weekly process

· how to insure practicality and relevance

· introductions, conclusions, and transitions

Oct. 10

Constructing YOUR Sermon
· exegetical analysis of Philippians 2:12-13

· analysis of your main point

· analysis of your outline

Oct. 24

Student Sermons – Deductive
Nov. 7

Illustrations and Technology
· how to become a creative communicator

· finding and using illustrations, quotes, and analogies

· using and misusing technology in sermons

Nov. 21
Student Sermons – Inductive
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