WESTERN SEMINARY SAN JOSE

LEARNING TO LOVE GOD AND OTHERS 

SFS 501S; 2 credit hours
Dr. David Eckman, Associate Professor of Hebrew and Spiritual Formation

(925) 846-6264; david@bwgi.org

Fall Semester, 2009
SYLLABUS

Course Dates: Sept.  9/12, 9/26; 10/10, 10/24; 11/21; 12/12
Time: 1:15 p.m.-5:55 p.m.

Course Description
SFS 501 Learning to Love God and Others. The theological and practical dynamics of evangelical spirituality will be examined to provide a solid foundation for rich fellowship with the Triune God and for living out of the Great Commandment. The nature of spiritual maturity will be examined (including a biblically-balanced model of priorities) and practical experiences for nurturing that maturity will be provided.
Course Goals

1.
The student will be able to define and defend a biblically and theologically sound model of 
Christian maturity with the responsibilities we have to God, ourselves, and others.

2.
The student will develop the ability to minister to his or her own heart.

3.
The student will gain critical understanding in order to evaluate models of spirituality.

4.
The student will understand the relationship between spiritual change and his or her acceptance with God through Christ.  This acceptance exists because of justification by faith.

5.
The student will consciously and continually compare herself or himself to the norms developed in the course.

Required Texts

Spiritual Life Course: Foundations

This is an eLearning Course that will contain fifteen modules. You are responsible for the first nine and you may want to watch all fifteen.
The cost of the online material is $27.00

Purchase:

http://whatgodintended.com/sld-course/buy-single.asp
The Powerpoint for these lectures will be shared with you in class. Bring a flash drive.
Becoming What God Intended* (Workbook) by David Eckman
The cost is $18.00 

Knowing the Heart of the Father* by David Eckman

The cost is $12.99
*These will be available from http://whatgodintended.com/kesed-books.asp
The purpose of the online video is to make half of the course lectures available outside of the class so that as much interaction as possible among the students and the professor can occur. 
Reading

Assigned reading is listed in the course outline 

According to Western Seminary standards there are two levels 

Familiarity level.  This level assumes knowledge of the material assigned and leads to accountability in class. (45 pages per hour). 

Mastery level. Reading at this level will average about 20 pages per hour and assumes careful reflective interaction with the ideas, note taking, and will lead to accountability in class, and papers at a mastery level (1000 pages = 50 hours).  

These are intended to serve as flexible guidelines or rules of thumb; they are not thought to be rigid.  It is certainly understood that books are printed with varying numbers of words per page and written to varying reading levels.

Each assignment should be completed before the class session so that you will be able to participate in and benefit from the class discussions. 

The material will be read on the mastery level.

Schedule:

These are the topics that the student should be working on for each class.  In each coming class meeting there will be a small group session for one hour using the Facilitator’s Guide for Becoming What God Intended. This is available on the Interactive CD.
The following modules on the eLearning video should be done by the date due.

Date Due                                           Part I:  Foundations

	Sept. 12 
	Course Introduction

	
	

	Sept. 26
	Modules 1-2

	Oct. 10
	Modules 3-4

	Oct. 24
	Modules 5-6

	Nov. 21
	Modules 7-8

	Dec. 12
	Module 9

	
	


Sept. 12
Chapters from Workbook
Acceptance and Gratitude
A believer must be properly introduced into the Family of God.  Once this new 


relationship is truly grasped, the believer will develop a deep sense of acceptance 


and a heart-felt response of gratitude.

Acceptance and Our Worth

A believer will never be secure in his acceptance by the Father until he learns to use the Cross 
instead of life's problems to measure God's love.

Do Chapters 1-2 in Becoming What God Intended Workbook  for the next class period.
Lectures: 
The Role of the Father in the Trinity
Instincts Versus Information and Activity (Performance)

Sept. 26
Chapters from Workbook
Acceptance and the Father

Learning that one has acceptance with the Father is important.  Learning that this Father who 
accepts them really loves, likes, and is even delighted with them will become the most powerful 
source of change imaginable.

One hour will be set aside for small group doing session 3 Acceptance and the Father in Facilitator’s Guide. (page 46-51)

Issues Prayer Break: The Father

Acceptance and the Son

Essential to a believer's sense of security is learning that he dare not add anything that he does to 
the acceptance he has in Christ.
Do Chapters 3-4 in Becoming What God Intended for the next class period.

Lectures: 
The Infinite Value of Christ and the Message of Hebrews, part I
The Infinite Value of Christ and the Message of Hebrews, part II
Oct. 10
Chapters from Workbook
Acceptance and the Holy Spirit

A believer needs to understand how all members of the Trinity are involved in his redemption, the 
two payments that have been made should cause him to fell accepted: the Son was a redemption 
payment to the Father, and the Holy Spirit was a deposit payment to us.

One hour will be set aside for small group doing session 5 Acceptance and the Holy Spirit in Facilitator’s Guide. (pages 69-72)

Founding:

Acceptance and Trust
The new family runs on trust, and every believer's justification is based on trust.  It is stressed that 
the Father has trusted him and then he must learn to truly trust the Father.  Trust is central to the 
family of God.
Do Chapters 5-6 in Becoming What God Intended for the next class period.
Lecture: 
The Hierarchy of the Heart 
Oct. 24
Chapters from Workbook
Positional Truth and Acceptance

Emphasis is placed on the simple truth that the believer shares the quality of the relationship the Son has with the Father.  Acceptance of this truth changes Positional Truth from intellectual information to a heart-warming relationship with the Father. 

One hour will be set aside for small group doing session 7 Acceptance and Our Identity in Facilitator’s Guide. (pages 90-93)

Building Up:

Acceptance and Moods - Walking by the Spirit

A believer must learn to change his moods by learning to relate honestly how he feels to the Father.  
A healthy relationship in God's family is dependent upon trusting God with what's going on inside.

Do Chapters 7-8 in Becoming What God Intended for the next class period.

Read Knowing the Heart of the Father for next class!

Lectures:

Paul the Apostle and Addiction
The Holy Spirit and Addiction 

Nov. 21
Chapters from Workbook
Acceptance and Fruit - Walking by the Spirit

A believer will be able to produce true spiritual fruit only when he has learned to be tranquil and 
satisfied by his relationship with the Father.  Any works produced from other than tranquillity will 
be a feeble attempt to gain the Father's acceptance which has already been freely given.

One hour will be set aside for small group doing session 9 Walking by Means of the Spirit in Facilitator’s Guide. (pages 110-113)

Acceptance and Prayer

Essential to a healthy Christian life is the quality of communication to the believer has with the 
Father.  Few believers have learned that the quality of prayer has nothing to do with time; instead, 
prayer is issues oriented!

Acceptance and Sin

Christ is an adequate satisfaction for our sins.  He sustains our relationship with the living God.  
When we do sin, we profoundly affect our relationship with the Trinity, with others, and we even 
disturb our own inner life.  This session will examine all aspects of the affects of sin and the 
necessity of confession of sin.

Acceptance and Service

God has only one Son and He could not do a more loving thing for Him, then to send Him to serve, 
to suffer, and to ascend to His right hand.  His Son has brought many other sons and daughters to 
Him, and He could not do a more loving thing for them, but to send us to serve, suffer and ascend.
Do Chapters 9-12 in Becoming What God Intended for the next class period.

Lectures:
The Life Pattern of Jesus Christ and the Biblical Context
Paul's Goals in Philippians 2 and 3

Dec. 12
One hour will be set aside for small group doing session 11 Acceptance and Sin in Facilitator’s Guide. (pages 130-132)

Lecture:
True Spirituality: What is it?
Assignments Due on dates noted above.  Deadlines will be reviewed verbally by instructor.
Course Requirements:
1. Do the work required by eLearning “Foundations,” sessions 1-9 (20 hours)
2. Attend all scheduled classes.

3. Read Becoming What God Intended and complete exercises and study questions. (25 hrs.)
4. Write a five page, double spaced, reaction paper on what you learned in the seminar and how it relates to your inner life. (5 hrs.)

5. Write a three page paper on Knowing the Heart of the Father.  (5 hrs.)

6. Do assignments given in class for following class period.  (5 hours)
Grade: The grade is pass or fail.
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