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SYLLABUS

 

Saturdays : 9/12--12/12 (There is no class scheduled for 9/19 and 11/28)
Time : 7:45am--12:25pm                     

COURSE DESCRIPTION

You will begin to cultivate your ability to think theologically by exploring how theology is done in various approaches in order to develop a practical theological method. Then you will probe God’s progressive revelation focusing on the nature and authority of Scripture before pondering God’s triune nature and work culminating in the incarnation of the Son. Your passion for carrying out God’s mission in his world will expand as you begin to understand how the Father’s revelation has impacted the world he created. Credit hours: 4

TEXTS
*By clicking on the links of the texts in this syllabus, which are linked to Amazon.com, Western Seminary San Jose will receive a small return on the purchases made.  Any additional purchases made on Amazon, when initially entering Amazon using the links for these texts, will also earn WS a small return.
Required
G. Lewis & B. Demarest, Integrative Theology, Zondervan
J. Sawyer, Survivor’s Guide to Theology, Zondervan

Paul Zahl, Grace in Practice: A Theology of Everyday Life, Eerdmans

Recommended

W. Elwell, Evangelical Dictionary of Biblical Theology, Baker

M. Erickson, Christian Theology, Baker
COURSE GOALS

A. You will see and understand the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

B. You will see how the Gospel of Jesus ties all of theology together

C. You will hopefully love God more in the understanding of his character and grace.

D. You will learn concepts and methods of the several major theological systems.

E. You will understand why the Bible is the inspired Word of God.

F. You will understand God the Father better.

G. You will sharpen your critical thinking skills, enabling you to learn how to think theologically and answer theological questions for yourself.
RESPONSIBILITIES

A. 
Reading Assignments (50 hours, 1100 pages) 

Read Lewis & Demarest volume 1, pages 7-335

Read Sawyer and Zahl completely

B.
Personal Position Papers (10 hours) 

You will write six personal position papers on the following topics:

1. Your understanding in answering the question: Can orthodox Roman Catholicism lead to salvation? Or does someone have to reject some aspect of Roman Catholicism to be saved? (3-4)

2. Your understanding of biblical inspiration and inerrancy (2-3 pages)

3. Your understanding of the attributes of God, and how it is understood diachronically from Creation to the Cross, to the Restoration of all Things.  Include how one attribute of God relates to counseling (MFT), or ecclesiology (All others) (3-4 pages).

4. Your understanding on divine sovereignty and the human will (2-3 pages)

5. Your understanding of the trinity, explained theologically, diachronically, and its significance to practical ministry (3-4 pages)

6. Your understanding on creation, evolution, and human responsibility in the created world (3-4 pages)

C. Grace Application Paper (10 hours)

Write a five-page paper interacting with one of the areas of application in Zahl’s Grace in Practice.

D.
All work must reflect Master's Level use of the English Language. Any instance of Plagiarism will result in failure of the first assignment so discovered. A second instance will result in failure in the course. 

English grammar, idiom and spelling must be up to graduate level. Always include a strong introduction paragraph-declare what you intend to show the reader-and conclusion paragraph. Qualities valued include clarity, succinctness, and precision. 

· 1" margins top, bottom and sides 

· Double-space 

· 12-point standard font 

· Indent first line of paragraphs 0.5 inch 

· No extra line-feed between paragraphs (Format-Paragraph-Space After) 

· Underline section headings 

· Staple; no paperclips, folders, or fanfold 

· Page numbers 

ATTENDANCE

Excessive absences will result in a lower grade for the class. Excessive means more than 2.

FINAL GRADE

The final grade will be determined on the following basis:

Reading


30%

Seven papers


70%

The basic grading scale is 100-93% = A, 92-85% = B, 84-78% = C, 77-70% = D. Borderline grades will be determined on the basis of class participation. Due dates are always subject to arrangement in advance to allow for your demanding schedule. If prior arrangements have not been made, the grade on assignments turned in late will be reduced at the rate of one-half letter grade per day and one letter grade per weekend up to a maximum deduction of two letter grades. Any requests for change of due dates must be confirmed in writing. All assignments must be turned in by 10:00 pm of the final day of class.

Tentative Course Outline

	Date
	Topic


	Assignment

	Week 1: 9/12
	-Introduction to Theology

-Approaches to Theology

-Synchronic and Diachronic

-Gospel-Centered Theology

-Logical Fallacies

-Grace and Law

-Old and New Testament Continuum

-Covenant Theology

-Dispensational Theology

-Progressive Dispensationalism

-Jesus and the Word of God

-The Word and biblical genre

-The Gospel and Epistemology

-The Gospel and Special and Revelation

-The Gospel and Inspiration, Canonicity, and Inerrancy

-Correspondence, non-correspondence and chastened correspondence theories of understanding the Scriptures

-Practical issues of revelation

-Translations

-Does God speak to me today?

-The Word of God and current issues of evangelical mysticism and protestant post-modern experiential relativism

-The Attributes of God

-The Trinity

-The Nature of God

-The Sovereignty of God

-The Gospel and the will of God in evil, suffering, prayer and decision-making

-Roman Catholicism

-Neo-Orthodoxy

-Liberal Theology

-Postmodernism


	

	Week 2: 9/26
	
	

	Week 3: 10/3
	
	Paper on Creation is due

	Week 4: 10/10
	
	

	Week 5: 10/17
	
	Paper on Roman Catholicism is due

	Week 6: 10/24
	
	

	Week 7: 10/31
	
	Personal Statement on the Inspiration and Inerrancy due

	Week 8: 11/7
	
	

	Week 9: 11/14
	
	Personal Statement on the attributes of  God is due

	Week 10: 11/21
	
	

	Week 11: 12/5
	
	Personal Statement on the Trinity is due

	Week 12: 12/12
	
	Personal Statement on the Sovereignty of God and the Human Will

Book Report on Zahl is due

Reading Report Due


Reading Log

Theology I, THS501s

Fall 2009

Due on the last day of class

Name  ______________________

I read __________% of Lewis and Demarest 

I read __________% of Sawyer

I read __________% of Zahl

