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SYLLABUS

Saturdays: Feb 6, 20; Mar 6, 20; Apr 3, 17 

Time: 1:15pm--5:55pm

I. COURSE DESCRIPTION

The books of Genesis to 2 Samuel are studied with emphasis on the plotline as it relates to redemptive history, Israel, Christology and the Gospel.  

II. COURSE GOALS

The overall purpose of this course is to enable the student to understand the major theological issues in these books through literary, narrative, and exegetical studies that relate to the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

III. COURSE OBJECTIVES

A. Affective: The student would increase in greater affect for the Word of God, the contents of the Old Testament, and personal spiritual transformation, specifically:

1. Have a greater appreciation for the depths of the riches of the Old Testament.

2. Have a greater joy in the grace and the acceptance of our God.

3. Have a greater sense of God’s blessing and His worldwide mission.

4. Be inspired with a vision to study the Scriptures for preaching and counseling.

B. Volitive: The student would increase in their commitment to the study and proclamation of the Old Testament by:

1. Studying the Old Testament with competence, diligence faith and dependence.

2. Prayerfully integrating biblical principles and methods of communication in to one’s mind and heart personally and consistently.

3. Communicating with the Word of God with conviction coupled with humility, and joy coupled with sensitivity.

C. Cognitive: As a result of this course, the student would learn to:

1. Become familiar with the art of biblical narrative, and poetry.

2. Recount the basic contents of each book, its major literary and structural development and its place in the canon.

3. Sketch the historical, geographical, and theological situation of each book.

4. Identify key theological themes of each book and understand how they develop in the canon of Scripture into the New Testament.

5. Understand the relevance of each book for contemporary ministry

IV. COURSE TOPICS

A. Literary genre, historical background, and theology of each of the books

B. Selected study of contents of Genesis to 2 Samuel.

C. A synthesis of Genesis to 2 Samuel with emphasis upon their theology and implications for ministry today

V. COURSE TEXTBOOKS



*By clicking on the links of the texts in this syllabus, which are linked to Amazon.com, Western 


Seminary San Jose will receive a small return on the purchases made.  Any additional purchases 


(i.e. CDs, DVDs, electronics, registry items, etc.) made on Amazon, when initially entering


Amazon using the links for these texts, will also earn WS a small return.
Required:

William LaSor, Old Testament Survey, 2nd edition. Eerdmans, 1996

VI. COURSE REQUIREMENTS

A. Textbook and Bible reading assignments (16 hrs)

B. Ten page paper on the Law of Moses and the New Testament (22 hrs) 

C. Ten page paper on how you see the following five themes played out progressively in light of the Gospel of Jesus Christ: (1) the hope of Israel through the covenants; (2) the definition of sin; (3) the wrath and judgment of God; (4) faith and obedience; (5) the grace of God. (22hrs)

VII. COURSE GRADING

	Textbook & Bible Reading
	20%
	16 hours

	In light of the Gospel Paper
	40%
	22 hours

	Law of Moses Paper
	40%
	22 hours

	Total
	100%
	60 hours


VIII.
COURSE POLICIES

A. No Late Papers

B. Attendance and participation in all class sessions. You are allowed to miss one class without a grade reduction.  But the student would be responsible to make arrangements with another student to make an audio recording of the missed lecture.

C. Written Form of Papers

Papers must be written to a graduate level standard.  All written assignments should be typed and include a title page with your name and box number on it. The paper must be in accordance with following form:

-1” margins top, bottom and sides

-Double space

-12 point font

-Indent paragraphs .5 inch

-No extra line feed between paragraphs

-Page numbers

IX. COURSE SCHEDULE

	Date
	Topics
	Assignments Due

	Feb 6
	Genesis
	Read Genesis

	Feb 20
	Genesis


	Read LaSor on Genesis

	Mar 6
	Exodus

Leviticus

Numbers


	Read corresponding biblical text and LaSor

	Mar 20
	Deuteronomy
	Read corresponding biblical text and LaSor

Paper on the Law of Moses Due

	Apr 3
	Joshua

Judges

Ruth
	Read corresponding biblical text and LaSor

	April 17
	1 and 2 Samuel
	Read corresponding biblical text and LaSor

In Light of the Gospel paper due
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