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Course Description

The Gospels are studied, with emphasis upon both biblical content and the application of hermeneutical methodology.  Recommended pre- or co-requisite: DBS 506.  2 hours.

Course Goals

To be a competent minister of God’s Word one must “know the major themes and developments within biblical history to understand the ‘big picture’ of God’s redemptive program.”  Toward that end this course, the fourth of a six-course sequence (BLS 501X/Y, 502X/Y, 503X/Y) that surveys the content of all 66 books of the canon, is designed to lead the student to attain a basic cognitive grasp of the literature, to grow more positive in his emotional response to the text and its Author, and to direct the student toward ever more faithful implementation of its demands, both explicit and implicit.
Course Objectives

Cognitive: As a result of this course the student should …
1.  Know the major themes and developments of God’s redemptive activity revealed in the gospels.
2.  Be able to sketch the historical and geographical setting of each book and the contribution of the gospels to the basic framework of biblical history.
3.  Be able to discuss the major contribution of each of the gospels to the canon.
4.  Understand the basic argument of each book and its relevance for contemporary ministry.
5.  Be able to discuss intelligently some of the major interpretive problem passages and crucial theological passages in the books covered.

Affective: It is hoped that as a result of this course the student would …

6.  Have a greater desire to know God’s Word and lovingly serve the God of the Word.

Volitive: It is hoped that as a result of this course the student would …

7.  Commit (or, recommit) himself to the matters of obeying and communi​cating the Word of God with absolute integrity.  “According to Luther, the word of God always comes as adversarius noster, our adversary.  It does not simply confirm and strengthen us in what we think we are and as what we wish to be taken for.”

Textbooks

*By clicking on the links of the texts in this syllabus, which are linked to Amazon.com, Western Seminary San Jose will receive a small return on the purchases made.  Any additional purchases (i.e. CDs, DVDs, electronics, registry items, etc.) made on Amazon, when initially entering Amazon using the links for these texts, will also earn WS a small return.
Required:

Carson, D.A. and Douglas Moo. An Introduction to the New Testament Second Edition. Zondervan, 2002.

Dictionary of Jesus and the Gospels. Joel B. Green, Scot McKnight, and I. Howard Marshall, eds. IVP, 1992.

Tuck, Gary. “The Arguments of the Books of the New Testament.”

Recommended:

Bruce, F. F. New Testament History. Garden City: Anchor Books, 1972.

Cheney, Johnston, and Stanley Ellisen. The Greatest Story. Questar, 1994.

Expositor’s Bible Commentary, The. Frank E. Gaebelein, ed. Vol. 1, “Introductory Articles.” Zondervan, 1979.

House, H. Wayne. Chronological and Background Charts of the New Testament. Zondervan, 1981.

Thomas, Robert L. and Stan Gundry. A Harmony of the Gospels. Moody.

Course Requirements

1. Attend and participate actively in all class sessions. This is stated and listed first because it reflects the seminary’s and the instructor’s values. Let him who has ears hear what the prof saith to the students!
Let me try to say it another way. You have a lifetime ahead of you for ministry; but this class is once in a lifetime for you, only six Saturday mornings. When you have a schedule conflict, this is to be your top priority. Each assignment should be completed before the class session so that you will be able to participate in and benefit from the class discussions.

Further, if you do have to miss a class, you are still held responsible for the class material, both lecture content and assignment instructions. You need to make arrangements in advance with a classmate for any notes or audio taping. Then you are expected to listen while sitting at a desk with notebook and/or computer. Only if an absence is a last-minute emergency will the instructor feel an obligation to accommodate a student.

2. Read each of the biblical books through (from a good, modern “essentially literal” translation) by the time of the first class session on each. Read each through once again.  (15 hours)

3. Read Tuck (along with the biblical text) by the time of the first class session on each. Read Carson by the time of the last class session on each.  (5 hours) 

Read also Carson, pp. 77-133 (19-56, first ed).

4. Read 20 pages from DJG. Write reports on three entries, due at the last class session: 1 – 1.5 page summary and ½ - 1 page reaction. Expose yourself to and report on several different kinds of articles. A partial and suggestive list of topics includes …

Intertestamental literature and history

History: of Rome, Israel

NT criticism: including Redaction, etc.

Geography (especially cities)

Taxation, Publicans

Theological categories

Pharisees and other sects of Judaism

Christian virtues: grace, prayer, etc.

Cultural issues

Parable*


* required

Summarize the content of the article, then react. Your reaction should include the reason you chose to read it as well as what you learned, whether and how you were satisfied or disappointed, to what extent you disagree! (learn to read critically), and any personal application that comes to your mind. Bibliographic info must be followed according to the template provided in class. Also, keep a complete log of your DJG reading and turn it in at the last class session. (7 hours)

5. Read about the same volume of material from at least 4 more sources of background material on the Gospels. Suggested sources include ABD, ZPEB, ISBE, etc., as well as Bruce and Gaebelein from the Recommended reading above. Do not duplicate article topics: expose yourself to many different topics and kinds of topics; acquaint yourself with various resources. Keep a complete log of this reading and turn it in at the last class session. (4 hours)

For the major assignments (the following) it should go without saying that your work should reflect not only your own work in the text but also the concepts and issues discussed in class. Assignment descriptions will be provided in class. Every student must choose the synthetic chart assignment for either Matthew or John.

6. Paper on Matthew.  Either …

	a)
	an exegesis/‘argument’ of the first (ch 5—7, “Sermon on the Mount”) of Matthew’s five ‘discourses’

	or
	

	b)
	an exegesis/‘argument’ of the fifth (ch 24—25, “Olivet Discourse”) of Matthew’s five ‘discourses’

	or
	

	c)
	a synthetic chart


7. Write a 5-7 page paper on “The King and His Kingdom in Luke.” 

8. Paper on John.  Either …

	a)
	a study of John’s use of the verb, “believe”

	or
	

	b)
	a synthetic chart

	or
	

	c)
	a study of your choosing, with prof’s approval (Father-Son; seeing-knowing)


My concern in these writing assignments is that you interact with the biblical text itself. I want you to practice wrestling with the text on your own; secondary source work is never a substitute for direct, primary text research. I must see evidence that you actually read and studied the biblical text very recently. In that work my concern is that you perceive the big picture, appraising which are the more significant observations. You need also to demonstrate a grasp of the synthetic, ‘macro-exegetical’ approach modeled in class and my notes. At this level you must be doing excellent work at both observing and interpreting.

You also need to understand that your task is not to “spiritualize” in these papers; it is rather to develop and disclose the author’s message. Good devotions are no substitute for solid literary criticism in these papers.

Use scripture quotations sparingly and strategically. Focus on explanation and interpretation. I love God’s Word, but in your papers I want to read what you think it says. It is not enough to pull quotes; you must demonstrate that you understand the logic of the biblical authors. But you must also support your general statements with details: cite and list verses.

You are responsible to read and understand and follow the assignments as described above. Written products that deviate in direction from these assignment descriptions will be penalized accordingly. You need also to be learning to present essays in Turabian or near-Turabian format.

My expectation is that you will spend approximately equal time on reading and writing assignments. For a 2-unit class that ‘outside-of-class’ component comes to 60-ish hours for the semester, an average of 5 hours per week, 10 hours per major written assignment.

For privacy please include a Title Page with every assignment. For the staff that will place your graded papers in your boxes, include your box number on every assignment. If you email your paper, please include a title page (which is not p. 1), and send it in Word format.

You will notice that the last two papers’ due dates are late in the semester. Let me advise you to take personal responsibility to complete the extra-biblical reading as early as possible, and to begin early and keep up on your learning of the content of the biblical books.

In all essay-type papers (all but the synthetic charts) you must create appropriate introductions and conclusions. That is, clue your reader in to the issue (intro) and give him a satisfying ‘landing’ that clarifies what you want him to remember (concl). In the body of the paper, use section headings: these not only aid your reader to follow your thought, but discipline you to stay focused. Also, write strategically, with focus; don’t just throw in everything you know. And do not ever introduce new points in a conclusion!!!

Papers must be written to a near-thesis standard. That is, minimum format standards must be met, as defined below. English grammar, idiom and spelling must be up to graduate level. Qualities valued include clarity, succinctness, and precision. 

· 1” margins top, bottom and sides 

· Double-space 

· 12-point standard font

· Indent paragraphs .5 inch 

· No extra line-feed between paragraphs (Format-Paragraph-Space After) 

· Underline section headings 

· Staple; no paperclips, folders, or fanfold 

· Page numbers 

10% of the grades on the typed papers will be Form, that is, conformity to the above standards. (Our  purpose is to motivate all Western Seminary students to present work that consistently looks as good as its content is.) 

All work must reflect Master’s Level use of the English Language.  Plagiarism will result in failure of the first assignment so discovered.  A second instance will result in failure in the course. If you are unsure what constitutes plagiarism, look it up in a dictionary and the seminary catalog, p. 32; after that, you may ask the prof. Work with a study-buddy is encouraged. Special note to spouses: each must do his/her own work. When possible, do different papers, reports.)  

Attendance:  See Course Requirement #1 and Seminary catalog statement on class attendance, p. 23.

Grading

	Reading log
	7%

	Reading reports
	18%

	Chart, Essay papers
	(3 @ 25% =) 75%


Tentative Course Outline

	Class Session
	Class Date
	Topic & Assignment

	1
	Jan 30
	Introduction / NT backgrounds, Synoptic problem, Gospel genre; Matthew

	2
	Feb 13
	Matthew

	3
	Feb 27
	Luke
	Due: Matthew paper; 2 Reading Reports

	4
	Mar 13
	Luke / John

	5
	Mar 27
	John
	Due: Luke paper

	6
	Apr 10
	John / Mark 
	Due: Third Reading Report

	
	Apr 15
	
	Due: John paper, Reading Log


reading report

I fulfilled the reading assignments as indicated below (X = on time, O = late):

	
	Text
	Tuck
	Carson

	Matthew
	_______
	_______
	_______

	Mark
	_______
	_______
	_______

	Luke
	_______
	_______
	_______

	John
	_______
	_______
	_______

	Carson (pp 77-133)
	
	
	_______


Name __________________________ Signature __________________________
