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SYLLABUS

COURSE DESCRIPTION
(This course is the second half of the course whose description follows.) “In this course we will learn from the history of the Church from Pentecost to the present. We will focus on (1) the Church’s people who, as saints and sinners, have been the flesh and blood of its history; (2) the Church’s doctrine which has developed throughout its history; (3) the Church’s writings which have exerted a tremendous impact on its history; and (4) the Church’s movements which have composed the ebb and flow, the progress and regress, of its history. We will also consider what the past can contribute to the present, seeking to learn lessons from the history of the Church for our own lives, ministries, doctrines, and churches.”
COURSE THEMES AND BIOGRAPHICAL APPROACH
Four foundational themes will be examined throughout the course to provide focus:

(1) Living the Christian life, which in this period means understanding how Christian men and women came to grips with our Lord’s command to take up our cross and follow him. Another way to think about this theme is to consider it as a reflection on the sufferings of Christ as expressed in his body, the church.

(2) Evangelizing the nations, or understanding how the church changed from a small, persecuted Jewish sub-group to a world-wide, occasionally culturally dominating, religion. We will see not only the triumphs, but the struggles (e.g. the nearly complete elimination of Christianity in the modern Middle East) which are sometimes neglected in surveys of church history. 

(3) Faith and Reason, or, as Tertullian asked, “What does Athens have to do with Jerusalem?” While there are other ways to approach the question of the development of Christian doctrine, this ancient tension provides a useful framework or perspective, especially in the modern era. 

(4) Ecclesia semper reformanda (The Church must always be reformed!) – the unending efforts by faithful followers of Christ to reform the church. Beginning with the surprising and unlikely reform movements in the 12th Century, we will continue to follow these into the present.

Of course, it is impossible to confine any examination of five hundred years of church history to a mere four themes! Occasionally we will explore other areas of church history as well.

As mentioned above, we will build on these four foundational themes through biographies. Some of the individuals we will get to know better are:

Martin Luther, the lawyer-to-be-turned-monk whose experiences and study of Scripture led to the Protestant Reformation. Luther wrote exuberantly and prodigiously and has had a profound impact on Western Christianity.

John Calvin, a French convert in the early protestant movement whose Institutes of the Christian Religion became the most famous expression of Reformation Christianity. Calvin had the opportunity, although through great trial and resistance, to attempt to implement a vision of Reformed Christian life in the city of Geneva in the mid-16th Century.

Ignatius Loyola, the son of a Spanish noble family who, through an agonizing conversion experience, founded the Society of Jesus (commonly known as the Jesuits). Founding educational institutions and taking on extensive missionary ventures, the Jesuits were at the forefront of the Catholic Reformation in the 16th Century.

C. S. Lewis (d. 1963), the Oxford scholar of medieval and renaissance literature who converted from atheism to Christianity as an adult. His writings (fiction, poetry, scholarly monographs, letters, diaries, etc.) have had a profound impact on modern Western Christianity.
TEXTBOOKS: Required

*By clicking on the links of the texts (except for the Cook series) in this syllabus, which are linked to Amazon.com, Western Seminary San Jose will receive a small return on the purchases made.  Any additional purchases (i.e. CDs, DVDs, electronics, registry items, etc.) made on Amazon, when initially entering Amazon using the links for these texts, will also earn WS a small return.
	John Dillenberger (ed.)
	Martin Luther: Selections From His Writings

	Calvin & Sadoleto
	A Reformation Debate

	Loyola
	Autobiography (Many editions available – take your pick!)

	John Wesley 
	A Plain Account of Christian Perfection

	George Marsden
	Fundamentalism and American Culture (New Edition)

	C. S. Lewis
	The Great Divorce (Many editions available – take your pick!)

	Philip Jenkins
	The Next Christendom: The Coming of Global Christianity

	William R. Cook
	Lives of Great Christians (The Teaching Company, 2007) Note: This is a series of audio lectures. Make sure to get this only when it is on sale, which happens frequently. If you purchase via audio download, the price will be around $35.00 (Otherwise it will cost over $100.00!)


GOALS

1. Cultivate a sympathetic understanding of the Christian past

2. Better understand the context of foundational Christian doctrines and the controversies which helped give them expression

3. Appreciate what it means to share in “the communion of the saints” – i.e. in the vast resources of the Body of Christ as it has been expressed around the world and throughout time

OBJECTIVES

1. Find a mentor (or mentors) from previous centuries whose writings and/or life can challenge and encourage you as you “take up your cross” and follow Jesus

2. Identify your own spiritual heritage and how it connects to the Christian past

3. Identify areas in your personal life and ministry to which you can apply principles of past reformations in the history of the church

ASSIGNMENTS

Reading and discussion (general level = 37 hours)

Participation in the discussion of the assigned readings is essential for successfully integrating the content you will be learning in church history. Each student will be assigned to lead some aspect of class discussion based on the readings during the semester.
Short Paper (7 hours)

There will be one brief (3-4 pages) paper on the life of one of the Christians we cover in class, focusing on one of the four class themes. For example, you might write about Luther’s understanding of the law and its consequences for the spiritual life.
Final Paper (16 hours)

The final paper (8-10 pages) will compare at least two Christians covered in class or in our readings on one of the four class themes. For example, you might compare the spiritual life (prayer, asceticism, etc.) of Martin Luther and Ignatius Loyola. Or, you might compare the vision of spirituality in C. S. Lewis and John Wesley.
GRADING - Grading is on a percentage scale, according to Western’s standards.
	Class Participation
	10 points per class plus 40 points for discussion leadership
	100 points

	One Short Paper
	1 Short paper worth 100 points
	100 points

	Final Paper
	1 Final Paper worth 200 points
	200 points

	
	
	400 POINTS TOTAL


TOPICS & ASSIGNMENTS (Class meetings are 5:15 – 9:55 PM on the dates indicated here.)
	Date
	Biographies
	Topics
	Reading to Be Completed Before Class

	Jan 19
	· Desiderius Erasmus

· Martin Luther (Part 2)
	· Christian humanism

· The Protestant and Anabaptist Reformations

· Disputes among Protestants
	· From The Selected Works of Martin Luther:

· Preface to the New Testament

· The Freedom of a Christian

· A Commentary on St. Paul’s Epistle to the Galatians
· Cook, Lectures 17

	Feb 2
	· Thomas More

· John Calvin
	· Understanding the Catholic Reaction

· Some of the political consequences of the Reformations
	· Calvin and Sadoleto, A Reformation Debate 

· Cook, Lecture 16

	Feb 16
	· Ignatius Loyola

· John Milton

First Paper Due
	· The Catholic Reformation

· The Era Religious Wars

· Expansion of Christian Missions
	· Autobiography of Ignatius Loyola 

· Cook, Lectures 11, 13

	Mar 2
	· Jonathan Edwards

· John Wesley
	· Christianity in the New World

· Methodism

· Puritanism
	· Wesley, A Plain Account of Christian Perfection 

· Cook, Lecture 18

	Mar 16
	· Charles Spurgeon

· John Henry Cardinal Newman


	· American Christianity

· The Fundamentalist Movement

· Vatican I and II
	· Marsden, Fundamentalism and American Culture (New Edition) 

· Cook, Lectures 20-22

	Mar 30
	· C. S. Lewis

· Billy Graham

Second Paper Due
	· Being Patient with History

· Post-modernism?

· The Evolution Controversy

· The Contemporary Scene
	· Lewis, The Great Divorce
Jenkins, The Next Christendom 

· Cook, Lectures 23 -24
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