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SYLLABUS

Course Description
A survey of each major world belief system is presented in order to learn the common themes expressed in different religions.  Strategies are examined for establishing an effective witness to each of the major religions.  Includes field trips to local places of worship.  

Course Goal
The goal of this class is to gain a working knowledge of the religions most likely to be encountered by evangelical Christians in American society; to interact biblically and philosophically with these religions; and to explore ways to sensitively and strategically proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ in our increasingly pluralistic culture.

Course Objectives

Cognitive:

• The student will understand the basic history, beliefs and practices of the religions most likely to be encountered by Christians in American society.

• The student will become familiar with the scriptures of these other religions.

• The student will be able to list points of common ground and significant differences between historic, orthodox Christianity and these other religions.

• The student will develop a Christian apologetic response to the truth claims of other religions.

Affective:

• The student will gain a deeper appreciation of God’s gracious gift of salvation through faith.

• The student will learn to respect those of other faiths while remaining committed to the exclusive claims of Christ.

Behavioral:

• The student will experience other religions “first hand” by attending several non-Christian religious services, and by meeting people of other faiths, in order to put a human face on world religions.

• The student will begin to develop ideas for how to strategically dialogue with people of other religions.

• The student will begin to develop a philosophy of ministry with regards to interfaith activities and issues related to religious pluralism in America.

• The student will be able to recognize the presence and influence of other religions in American society and culture.

Textbooks

*By clicking on the links of the texts in this syllabus, which are linked to Amazon.com, Western Seminary San Jose will receive a small return on the purchases made.  Any additional purchases (i.e. CDs, DVDs, electronics, registry items, etc.) made on Amazon, when initially entering Amazon using the links for these texts, will also earn WS a small return.
Required:

Eck, Diana L.  A New Religious America:  How a “Christian Country” Has Become the World’s Most Religiously Diverse Nation.  New York:  Harper Collins, 2002.   386 pages. 

Harvey, Andrew.  Teachings of the Hindu Mystics.  Boston:  Shambhala Publications, 2001.  135 pages. 

The Bhagavad Gita.  Any translation is acceptable.  Translations by Barbara Miller or Steven Mitchell are recommended.  The text can also be read online at http://eawc.evansville.edu/anthology/gita.htm and other sites.

The Dhammapada.  Any translation is acceptable. Gil Fronsdal’s translation is recommended.  The text can also be read online at http://www.fullbooks.com/The-Dhammapada.html and other sites. 
The Qur’an.   Any translation is acceptable.  The Thomas Cleary translation is recommended. Translations by Yusuf Ali or Shakir are also good.  Avoid Pickthal.   

The Book of Mormon, Doctrines and Covenants, Pearl of Great Price (“Triple”).  Salt Lake City:  The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints, 1981.  Available at www.deseretbooks.com.  Also available online at www.lds.org.

Course handouts.

Recommended:

Tennant, Timothy C.  Christianity at the Religious Roundtable:  Evangelicalism in Conversation with Hinduism, Buddhism, and Islam.  Baker Academic, 2002.

Course Requirements

Reading

· The reading schedule is contained in the course outline.

· According to Western Seminary standards there are two levels:

Familiarity level.  This level assumes knowledge of the material assigned and leads to accountability in class.  (45 pages per hour).

Mastery level.  Reading at this level will average about 20 pages per hour and assumes careful reflective interaction with the ideas, note taking, and will lead to accountability in class, and papers at a mastery level (1000 pages=50 hours).

· Each assignment should be completed before the class session so that you will be able to participate in and benefit from the class discussions.

· Approximate hours required:  35.
Written Work

Papers must be written to a near-thesis standard.  That is, minimum format standards must be met, as defined below.  English grammar, idiom and spelling must be up to graduate level.  Always include a strong introduction paragraph--declare what you intent to show the reader-- and conclusion paragraph.  Qualities valued include clarity, succinctness, and precision.  

· 1” margins top, bottom and sides

· Double-space 

· 12-point standard

· Indent paragraphs 0.5 inch 

· No extra line-feed between paragraphs (Format-Paragraph-Space After)

· Underline section headings

· Staple; no paperclips, folders or fanfold

· Page numbers
· Title page is preferred.  Any paper sent by email must include a title page.

10% of the grades on the typed papers will be Form, that is, conformity to the above standards.  (Our purpose is to motivate all Western Seminary students to present work that consistently looks as good as its content.)

All work must reflect Master’s Level use of the English Language.  Plagiarism will result in failure of the first assignment so discovered.  A second instance will result in failure in the course.

Attendance

Attendance at all class meetings is required and is a part of your grade. Please be on time as a courtesy to your fellow students, the professor, and the guests from other religions.  If an absence is absolutely unavoidable, you are responsible to get class lecture notes and information from a fellow student.

Assignments

1.  You will attend one Friday mosque service and one other religious service or meeting of your choice.   Other options include Buddhist, Hindu, Sikh, Jain, Jewish, New Age (e.g. Religious Science, Unity), Baha’i, Jehovah’s Witness, or Mormon.   You should make an effort to meet and talk to members of the religious community.  The goal of this interaction is to help you to discover how that religion is practiced by real people.  It is not a time to proselytize or debate.    Approximate hours required:  6 total. 

2.  Write a two to three page report for the optional service you attend.  The report should include the following:

· Religious affiliation, name and location of facilities, time and date attended

· Observations regarding facilities, number and make-up of people in attendance (young? old? particular ethnic group?), distinctive clothing, etc.

· Description of the service or meeting--was there music?  singing?  prayers?  scripture reading? a sermon or message? 

· Reflections regarding your visit:  What was unexpected?  What did you find yourself appreciating?  What made you feel comfortable or uncomfortable?

· Description of encounters and discussions with the members.  Were they born into this faith, or are they converts?     

The report is due by the last class session.

  Approximate hours required: 2 total.

3.  Papers:  You will write one paper in which you develop a theological and apologetic response to a belief important to one of the world religions we will study.  A list of topics will be presented at the first class session.  The paper should be 5-7 pages in length, and is due by March 31, 2010.    

.  

       Approximate hours required:  10
Tests
There will be one final exam.  Students will be provided with a test preparation guide.  Approximate hours of preparation required:  7.

Course Grading
Grades will be determined as follows:

Reading



25% of grade

Report 



15% of grade

Test




25% of grade

Paper




25% of grade

Class Attendance/Participation 
10% of grade

Grading Scale:


A+

A

A-


99-100%
95-98%
94-93%


B+

B

B-


92-91%
90-88%
87-86%


C+

C

C-


85-84%
83-81%
80-79%


D+

D

D-


78-77%
76-74%
73-70%

Tentative Course Outline

Class 

Class

Topic & Reading Assignment

Session
Date

(Reading Assignments to be completed before class)

1

Jan. 27
Introduction to Comparative Religions;  Hinduism Reading:  A New Religious America, p. 1-25 and p. 80-140; The Bhagavad Gita; The Teachings of the Hindu Mystics, Introduction, p. 1-4, 7-9, 17-26, 32-33, 51-52, 58-61, 96-103, 106-112.

2

Feb. 3

Buddhism  A New Religious America, p. 142-218; The Dhammapada
3

Feb. 10
Sikhism; Other Eastern Religions; Judaism


4

Feb. 17
Islam  A New Religious America, p. 222-290; Selected readings from the Qur’an



NOTE: No class Feb. 24

5

Mar. 3

Mormonism; Jehovah’s Witnesses Selected readings from the “Triple” Mormon scriptures.
6

Mar. 10
Pluralism  A New Religious America, p. 26-77, 294-385.


