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SYLLABUS

Thursday: 6:00-9:05 PM     Jan 7, 14, 21, 28; Feb 4, 11, 18, 25; Mar 4, 25; April 1, 8, 15
Monday:    6:00-9:05 PM        Feb 15, 22; March 1, 29; April 12





DESCRIPTION

1. Catalog Description

A short systematic review and presentation of the grammar and syntax will be given, and then, building on the foundation of grammar and vocabulary, the grammar of the weak verb is covered. This knowledge will be further strengthened by reading the book of Jonah, and other various selected passages, with special attention to different points of syntax. An in-depth instruction is given in the use of various computer tools, which will help us in our quest for the meaning of the text.  3 hours plus 1 hour lab.

2. Detailed Description
In more technical terminology, it is a study of the basic principles of biblical Hebrew phonology, morphology, and syntax.

Phonology is the science of speech and sounds.  Since the vocalization of the text of the Old Testament by the Masoretes is rather complicated for pronunciation, the major emphasis of this course is not phonology.  However, we shall work with the traditional understanding of the sounds to facilitate learning Old Testament Hebrew.

Morphology is the study of word information, including the origin and the function of inflections and derivations.   A morphene is the smallest unit with meaning.  The student will learn how to recognize and identify the smallest units of meaning in a process of evaluation and parsing.  Exegesis demands a working knowledge of forms.  The bulk of our work will be in this group.

Syntax is the way in which words are put together to form the clauses and phrases.  Learning how to translate sentences is a major part of OTS508, but the refinement of syntax comes in OTS509 and 510.

PURPOSE
The primary purpose of this study is to acquire a working knowledge of biblical Hebrew essential to the exegesis of the Old Testament.  A working knowledge of biblical Hebrew consists of mastering the essentials of the first part of an introductory grammar in biblical Hebrew, translating from the Hebrew Bible with the aid of a lexicon, and having a working vocabulary of frequently found Hebrew words.

OBJECTIVES (measurable competencies)

1. The student will learn the basic structure of the vowels, consonants, and syllables with their pertinent rules and exceptions;

2. The student will gain a working knowledge of the morphology of the Hebrew essential to parsing and translation;

3. The student will develop an understanding of the points of grammar by seeing them in the exercises and in the Bible;

4. The student will build a modest vocabulary of the most frequent Hebrew words of the Old Testament as listed in each chapter in Seow’s book;

5. The student will translate and study as much biblical Hebrew as possible from selected portions in the Pentateuch in an effort to solidify the basic elements of the course;

6. The student will prepare for more advanced courses in Hebrew exegesis of the Word of God by learning the exegetical and devotional significance of the basic grammatical forms and constructions from selected texts in the Pentateuch.

REQUIRED TEXTS

*By clicking on the links of the texts in this syllabus, which are linked to Amazon.com, Western Seminary San Jose will receive a small return on the purchases made.  Any additional purchases (i.e. CDs, DVDs, electronics, registry items, etc.) made on Amazon, when initially entering Amazon using the links for these texts, will also earn WS a small return.
1. Biblia Hebraica Stuttgartensia (Hebrew Bible in the Masoretic Text)

2. Brown, Driver, and Briggs, Hebrew and English Lexicon of the Old Testament. 1990.

3. C. L. Seow, A Grammar for Biblical Hebrew (Nashville: Abindon Press, 1987).
REQUIREMENTS

1. Examinations
The examinations will be take-home exams so that class time is utilized fully to cover the grammar. The honor system is presumed. An examination review will occur before each exam is distributed.

2. Quizzes
Quizzes are a helpful means to learning the material.  I do not use them to fill out the grade book or to enforce the student to study (although it is a motivator).  Rather, I give them in order to help the student see how much of the crucial material he has mastered, to enable him/her to see what is important in the lesson, and to instruct him/her on the kinds of questions that will be on the exams.

Quizzes will be given every class meeting except for the last week of examination. A maximum of 25 minutes will be allowed.  Quizzes will be graded immediately to enable the student to see areas of weakness and to receive clarification on such points.  Seventeen quizzes will be given.  One quiz may be dropped.  Quizzes may not be made up in OTS508 unless sufficient reason is provided (sickness, emergency, etc.)  Taking quizzes late defeats the purpose of the quiz.  Quizzes are given after homework review.

3. Homework
A record is to be kept of the homework completed.  A record sheet will be completed to indicate the percentage completed of the assigned exercises.  The student is expected to do all the assigned exercises before class time.
4. Class Recitation
For the assigned exercises, each student shall be prepared to provide their answers and to elaborate upon the grammatical issues.  Recitation shall be evaluated concerning level of correctness and knowledge of the concepts.

EVALUATION

1. The grade or the semester will be comprised of:
	(4) Exams
	60%

	(17) Quizzes
	20%

	Homework completion
	15%

	Recitation
	5%


2. Grading Scale
The basic grade that the student earns will be the combined weighted percentage of exams, quizzes, homework and recitation.  If a student improves toward the end of the semester, he/she may receive a higher grade.  General scale for grading in OTS 509:

99-100 A+

90-92 B+

80-82 C+

70-72 D+

95-98   A

86-89 B

76-79 C

66-69 D

93-94   A-

83-85 B-

73-35 C-

63-35 D-

Course Policies

1. Absences:

Students are expected to attend and participate in classroom activities as directed.  The student alone is responsible to make arrangements for missed course work and the instructor is under no obligation to assist the student in making up assignments unless the student provides a legitimate reason for the absence (e.g., illness or family emergency).  When an absence is anticipated, a student is directed to consult the instructor in advance.

Note well:  Each unexcused class absence will cause a drop in the overall course grade by two-thirds of a full letter (e.g., B+ to B-).

2. Late Assignments:

All assignments are due at the beginning of the class session as noted in the schedule.  Late homework assignments will be assessed a penalty of one full letter grade for each class session that it is late.

3. Class Sessions:

All class sessions will meet from 6:00 p.m. to 9:05 p.m., with two breaks totaling 20 minutes.  The breaks will occur after each hour of class time.

CLASS PREPARATION AND PROCEDURE

Preparation for this class must be consistent and thorough.  The work load for any language is more demanding than for other courses, but this is an Oriental language with a different framework and structure. Focus, diligence and consistency are extremely important for a successful process of learning the material.  Keep in mind the following considerations:

1. Time

The most effective way to learn Hebrew is to plan to spend time regularly studying the material.  Rather than leave an assignment until the last moment, budget the time regularly.  Since we meet only one session per week, a disciplined regularity is a must in order to learn Hebrew.  A shorter period of study each day is far more effective than a long period the night before.  Stay with it regularly; otherwise you may have trouble, fall behind, and be unable to catch up.

2. Class Attendance

Whereas a student may have more pressing problems from time to time, it is important to be in class, especially since the class meets only one session per week.  Even if class preparation has not been completed, exposure to the material in the class discussion is essential for learning Hebrew.  No answer sheets are provided for missed exercises since the student has the answer book.  Assignments for other classes may cause students to fall behind and cut classes.  Do not fall into this pattern.  Very few can master the Hebrew material without doing the homework and attending class.

3. Homework

While in preparation for class the student should:

a. Learn the material covered in the lessons.

b. Memorize the new vocabulary in the lesson.

c. Do the exercises by recalling forms and words (forcing yourself to think).

d. Use the glossary and BDB for words you don’t know.

e. Check the answer book, translations and parsings for correct answers.

f. Review and learn the things that were missed.

Obviously not every student will do every lesson completely and effectively, but these should be the goals.  The exercises are designed to give student practice with the material.  They are a means to an end.  Concentrate on the purpose of the assignment.  Anyone who consistently ignores the assignment will find himself in academic jeopardy or perhaps compromising their spiritual integrity.  The farther behind a student gets in his studies, the more difficult it becomes for him/her to complete the homework assignments, prepare for quizzes, and prepare for a major examination.  They may find themselves irretrievably lost.  Remember the homework is due the date it is assigned and to be recorded each week as to the percentage completed before class time.  Homework is not graded as to the correctness of the answers.

The amount of time for class preparation as reflected in the student handbook is that for every hour of class, two hours of preparation are expected.  For this 3 unit course, at least 6 hours of preparation are expected.  Because of the nature of a biblical language course, 6 to 8 hours are more realistic.  The lab time will be used to do some of the homework assigned and to surface problem areas. 

4. Vocabulary and Form Memorization

Vocabulary and form memorization are the major difficult areas students face in Hebrew.  There is no trick to learning Hebrew.  The only sure way to memorize Hebrew words and forms is to write the words in Hebrew, speak them out loud, attempt to associate them with something (Biblical if possible), and review, review, review!  Vocabulary is best retained when it is used frequently.  So no doubt the student, due to the fact that they are not speaking the language regularly, will find it necessary to review and review again.

5. Class Time

Class time is at a premium.  The time will be divided between a “weekly” quiz, a devotion, review of the lesson and the homework, and introduction to the new material.  Every detail of the homework cannot be covered in class due to the brevity of the time.  Students are expected to ask questions over things that give them difficulty, no matter how naïve and embarrassing they may seem (a silent majority of the class will probably be relieved that someone asked).  Emphasis will be on parsing, translation, exegetical significance, and devotional impact.  

Students may feel frustrated when the new material is introduced in the class period because a great deal of time is not given to it.  It is not the best use of time to go into detail over something the student has not looked at first.  Thus, all that will be done in advance is to point the student to the major areas of importance and to facilitate doing the homework.  After the student has studied it, then class time will be given to further clarification and review.

Class will begin promptly at 6:00 p.m.  If you are unable to attend class, you must inform the instructor before 3:00 p.m.; otherwise, you will be given an unexcused absence.  Class time will consist of a quiz, devotional, homework review and recitation, and lecture.  The lab time will consist of going over new homework exercises and reading and translation of selected passages with the aid of Seow’s book. 

	SCHEDULE OF WINTER 2010

	1. January 7

Devotional: 

Introductory issues (Administrative, Background)

Syllabus

Lecture:  Lesson 18 

Homework Exercises:  Lesson 18, C. and E.



	2. January 14

Devotional: 

Homework Review:  Lesson 18 

QUIZ NO. 1:  Lesson 18

Lecture: Lesson 19 

Homework Exercises: Lesson 19, D



	3. January 21

Devotional:  

Homework Review: Lesson 18-19

QUIZ NO. 2:  Lessons 1-2

Lecture:  Lesson 20 

Homework Exercises: Lesson 20, C



	4.   January 28

Devotional:  

Homework Review:  Lesson 20

QUIZ NO. 3:  Lessons 18-20

Lecture:  Lesson 21

Homework Exercises:  Lesson 21, C



	5. February 4
Devotional:  

Homework Review:  Lesson 21

QUIZ NO. 4:  Lesson 18-21

Lecture:  Chapters 18-21 Review, Lesson 22

Homework Exercises:  Lesson 22, B. 

EXAMINATION NO. 1 DISTRIBUTED (LESSONS 18-22)

	6. February 11

EXAM NO. 1 DUE

Devotional:  

Homework Review:  Lesson 22
Lecture:  Lesson 23

Homework Exercises:  23, D



	7. February 15 Monday

Devotional:  

Homework Review:  Lesson 23

QUIZ NO. 5:  Lesson 23

Lecture:  Lesson 24

Homework Exercises:  Lesson 24 B



	8. February 18

Devotional:  

Homework Review:  Lesson 24

QUIZ NO. 6:  Lesson 24

Lecture:  Lessons 25

Homework Exercises: Lessons 25, C



	9. February 22 Monday

Devotional:  

Homework Review:  Lesson 25

QUIZ NO. 7:  Lesson 25

Lecture:  Lesson 26

Homework Exercises:  Lesson 26, B
EXAMINATION NO. 2 DISTRIBUTED (LESSONS 18-26)


	10. February 25

DUE:  EXAM NO. 2

Devotional:  

Homework Review:  Lesson 26
Lecture:  Lesson 27

Homework Exercises:  Lesson 27, B

	11. March 1 Monday

Devotional:  

Homework Review:  Lesson 27

QUIZ NO. 8:  Lesson 27

Lecture:  Lesson 28

Homework Exercises:  Lesson 28, B



	12. March 4

Devotional:  

Homework Review:  Lesson 28

QUIZ NO. 9:  Lesson 28

Review for Exam No. 3

Lecture: Lesson 29

Homework Exercises: 29 B, Jonah 1.
EXAMINATION NO. 3 DISTRIBUTED FOR LESSONS 1-12

EXAM NO. 3 DUE:  THURSDAY, March 12, 2009



	13. March 25

Devotional:  

Homework Review: Lesson 29
Lecture:  Lesson 30

Homework Exercises: Lesson 30, A



	14. March 29 Monday

Devotional:  

Homework 

QUIZ NO. 9:  Lessons 30

Lecture:  Hebrew Exegesis of Psalms

Homework: Translate Psalm 1



	15. April 1

Devotional:  

Homework Review: Psalm 1
Lecture:  Hebrew Exegesis of Psalms

Homework Exercises: Translate Psalm 3



	16. April 8

Devotional:  

Homework Review: Psalm 3
Lecture:  Hebrew Exegesis of Psalms

Homework Exercise: Habakkuk 3



	17. April 12 Monday

Devotional:  

Homework Review: Habakkuk 3
Lecture:  Hebrew Exegesis of Psalms

Homework Exercise: Psalm 54



	18. April 15

EXAMINATION NO. 4 DISTRIBUTED IN CLASS

Translation, bring Lexicon and Hebrew Bible 

	


1

