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COURSE DESCRIPTION

This course gives attention to the essential nature and vocation of the Church as God's called people. Students are challenged to rethink the mission of the Church, moving beyond traditional assumptions, and relating the mission to a modern/post-modern context. Focus will be given to countering pluralism and the new paganism, determining a biblical strategy for accomplishing the mission, developing a social conscience, putting together a global approach to ministry, and creating the structures for achieving redemptive influence.

COURSE OBJECTIVES 

As a result of this course, the student should be able to:

1. Develop a biblical understanding of the church's mission

2. Develop a biblical theology on money and wealth

3. Master the different options for cultural engagement

4. Appreciate believers in the history of the church who have demonstrated a redemptive interaction with the societies

5. Understanding options locally, nationally, and internationally for redemptive engagement

6. Lead the church in becoming the redemptive influence God intends for the church to be by crafting sound strategies for engaging culture

COURSE REQUIREMENTS 

1. Mastery of course readings

2. Attendance at all classes

3. Involvement and interaction during class sessions

4. A positional paper on the key issues of politics, ecclesiastical involvement in social movements, the balance between grace and rebuke in society, and your position on important current issues such as: abortion, homosexual marriage, aids, world hunger, homelessness, drug addiction, global warming, and genocide. This paper is to be 12 pages in length.

5. Write a one to two page book review on each of the three required books for the course.

6. All assignment will be due by the end of February 28, 2010.

	Reading three books
	30 hours

	Three book reports
	6 hours

	Twelve Page Paper
	24 hours

	
	60 hours


COURSE READINGS 

*By clicking on the links of the texts in this syllabus, which are linked to Amazon.com, Western Seminary San Jose will receive a small return on the purchases made.  Any additional purchases (i.e. CDs, DVDs, electronics, registry items, etc.) made on Amazon, when initially entering Amazon using the links for these texts, will also earn WS a small return.
Required:
Charles Colson, How Now Shall We Live?
H. Richard Niebuhr, Christ and Culture
DA Carson, Christ and Culture Revisited
GRADING

40% Reading and book reports

20% Class attendance and participation

40% Twelve page paper

Due date extensions will be granted only on the basis of extenuating circumstances, and must be requested in advance of the pertinent due date. Unexcused late (or poor quality) work will result in an appropriate reduction in points earned for that assignment.
COURSE SCHEDULE

Jan 9
Introduction to Course, Theological Foundations


Models for Cultural Engagement I


Examples of Redemptive Ministry

Jan 16
Models For Cultural Engagement II


Examples of Redemptive Ministry


Spheres of Redemptive Ministry

Jan 23
Strategies for Maximizing Influence-Culture


Examples of Redemptive Ministry


How to maximize your local church for redemption

