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Course Description

The divine design for marriage and family roles and responsibilities is explored in order that the Christian leader may reflect and model godliness in these important relationships.  Attention is given to improving both one’s own faithfulness and equipping one to provide counsel and spiritual nurture in such areas as pre-marital and marital counseling and parenting.

Course Goals

1. Examine the dynamics that develop and are present in strong families. 
2. Develop a model or paradigm for thinking about what defines a healthy, intact family. 
3. Develop a model or paradigm for thinking about what defines a healthy, intact marriage. 
4. Develop knowledge of basic skills in parenting. 
Course Objectives

Cognitive

Understand and articulate the ingredients of a healthy family

Understand and articulate the ingredients of a healthy marriage

Ability to discuss the basic skills necessary for effective parenting

Affective

Apply material to own family, marriage and/or child rearing

Increased comfort level at utilizing basic interventions

Course Texts

  *By clicking on the links of the texts in this syllabus, which are linked to Amazon.com, Western Seminary San Jose will receive a small return on the purchases made.  Any additional purchases (i.e. CDs, DVDs, electronics, registry items, etc.) made on Amazon, when initially entering Amazon using the links for these texts, will also earn WS a small return.
  Balswick, Jack & Balswick, Judith. Family.  Grand Rapids: Baker

  Gottman, John. Seven Principles for Making Marriage Work.  New York: Crown 

Publishers, Inc.

  Gottman, John & DeClaire. Raising an Emotionally Intelligent Child.  New York: Simon & 

            Schuster
  Cline and Faye, Parenting with Love and Logic
Course Requirements

   Reading

1. Read texts at familiarity level and be prepared to discuss in class at designated dates.  Please try to have as much reading as possible done prior to January 6th.

According to Western Seminary standards there are two levels:

Familiarity level.   This level assumes knowledge of the material assigned and leads to accountability in 
class.  (45 pages per hour).

Mastery level.   Reading at this level will average about 20 pages per hour and assumes careful reflective interaction with the ideas, note taking, and will lead to accountability in class, and papers at a mastery level.

These are intended to serve as flexible guidelines or rules of thumb; they are not thought to be rigid.  It is certainly understood that books are printed with varying numbers of words per page and written to varying reading level.

   Resource Research (Due March 19th)
1. In your future ministry you will be regularly asked for books, articles, handouts to assist families in conflict resolution, communication, spiritual leadership, parenting, emotions, relationships etc.  Research and obtain 5 individual resources to recommend for each of the following broad areas: marriage, family, parenting.

2. If your resource is a web link, book or article, provide the bibliographic information or link and a one-two paragraph annotation.  If your resource is a handout or 1 page article provide that.

3. Put the pages together in a handout to share with your classmates.

   Written Work

1. Write a history of your family, 6-8 pages.  
Go back at least 3 generations.  Include a genogram of your family (this will be explained in class). Conclude your paper with how your family of origin has contributed to who you are today, what would you like to honor, what would you like to change, etc.(due February 15th)
2. Write a reflection on marriage, 3-4 pages, based on your reading and class discussion.
a. What strengths do you bring to marriage?
b. What weaknesses do you bring to marriage?
c. What do you need to change to have a better marriage or to be better prepared for marriage? (Due March 1st)
3. Provide a parent training outline.  3-5 pages

Imagine that you are asked to present a parent training workshop.  Put together an outline that will cover major topics you feel crucial to raising children that are responsible, godly, healthy, etc. (Due March 10th)
Papers must be written to a near-thesis standard.  That is, minimum format standards must be met, as defined below.  English grammar, idiom and spelling expectations are at graduate level.  Always include a strong introduction paragraph- declare what you intend to show the reader- and conclusion paragraph.  Qualities valued include clarity, succinctness, and precision.

· 1” margins top, bottom and sides

· Double-spaced 

· 12-point standard

· Indent paragraphs .5 inch 

· No extra line-feed between paragraphs (Format-Paragraph-Space After)

· Underline section headings

· Staple; (no paperclips, folders, plastic covers or fanfold)
· Page numbers

· Title page is required.  Papers without box number may not be returned.

· 10% of the grades on the typed papers will be Form, that is, conformity to the above standards

· All work must reflect Master’s Level use of the English Language.  Plagiarism will result in failure of the first assignment so discovered.  A second instance will result in failure in the course.

· Email papers to bdudenhofer@westernseminary.edu, ask her to print and put in my box, or mail hard copy. 
Grading

Attendance
 
30 points
Texts


30 points
10 points per text
Resources

30 points
Family of origin

40 points

Marriage

35 points

Parent training

35 points
200 possible

Late assignments are dropped one letter grade or it’s equivalent.

Time Justification:

Texts:



30 hours


Resource library:

8 hours


Family paper/genogram

10 hours


Marriage paper


6 hours


Child paper


6 hours







60 hours total

Grading Scale:
	95-100
	A

	93-94
	A-

	91-92
	B+

	88-90
	B

	86-87
	B-

	84-85
	C+

	81-83
	C

	79-80
	C-

	78 and below
	Talk with prof


Course Schedule

	Session
	Content

	1
	Class Intro

Life span development

	2
	Life span development

	3
	Family 

	4
	Family

	5
	Family 

	6
	Marriage

	7
	Marriage

	8
	Marriage

	9
	Gender and sexuality

	10
	Domestic Violence

	11
	Child and parenting

	12
	Child and parenting

	13
	Child and parenting

	14
	Child and parenting


Disability (Sec. 504)

Western Seminary is committed to responding to the needs of students with disabilities as outlined in both the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990.  Western students are assisted individually as their needs dictate.  It is the responsibility of students with disabilities to identify themselves and the nature of the disability.  Any student who has a disability should contact the seminary’s Disability (Section 504) Coordinator, Ken Epp, at 503-517-1815/1-877-517-1800, ext. 1815.  His office is at the Portland campus.  Students at the northern California campuses may contact Carrie Priest (Student Services Coordinator – San Jose) or PJ Oswald (Director of Student Development – Sacramento), or they may contact Dr. Epp directly.  Appropriate forms will be provided and must be submitted to the Disability Coordinator’s office.
