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SYLLABUS

Course Description

Building upon the foundation of PTS 510, you will develop further your gifts for preparing and preaching expository sermons.  You will prepare and preach sermons from various biblical literary genres, and will be videotaped and evaluated by your professor and peers.  You will also gain preaching experience by delivering messages in settings outside the classroom.

Course Goals

This course contributes to the fulfillment of the core outcomes for the Master of Divinity degree with three specific goals:

1.
To train the student in the craft of expository sermon construction.

2.
To train the student in the essential skills of public communication.

3.
To train the student in the habits of spiritual authenticity as a communicator.

Course Objectives


Cognitive Objectives


The student shall articulate with understanding …

1.
A personalized method for preparing expository sermons.

2.
The essential elements of effective communication.


Conative Objectives


The student shall acquire and demonstrate …

1.
Skill in preparing and delivering expository sermons.

2.
Skill in effective public communication.

Required Textbooks

*By clicking on the links of the texts in this syllabus, which are linked to Amazon.com, Western Seminary San Jose will receive a small return on the purchases made.  Any additional purchases (i.e. CDs, DVDs, electronics, registry items, etc.) made on Amazon, when initially entering Amazon using the links for these texts, will also earn WS a small return.
Brueggemann, Walter.  Finally Comes the Poet.  Fortress Press, 1989

(142 pages)

Johnston/Robinson. Preaching to a Postmodern World. Baker, 2001

(192 pages)

Piper, John.  Supremacy of God in Preaching.  Baker Books, 1999 

(128 pages)

Course Requirements

Note:  a two-hour course includes approximately 60 hours of outside study.

1.
Reading Assignments



(15 hours)

Students must read all required books (approx. 500 pages) at familiarity level.  Please note:  students must have read John Piper’s book before the first class meeting.

5.
Field Project




(6 hours)

Students must evaluate three on-line sermons.  Students may choose any three preachers they admire.  Detailed guidelines for the evaluation will be provided in the first class session.

2.
Student Sermons



(10 hours)

Students must present two twenty-minute sermons, which are original to the student and presented as if preaching in his/her home church on Sunday morning.  The first sermon must be from the Psalms and the second from the Gospels.  Sermons will be critiqued by the professor and fellow students.  Sermons will be videotaped for the student’s personal sermon analysis.  

· Sermon #1
(Psalms)

· Sermon #2
(Gospels)

4.
Exegetical Papers



(20 hours)

Students must produce an 8/10-page exegetical study of the text chosen for each sermon.  The paper must demonstrate an understanding of hermeneutics as presented in DBS-506.  The paper must include an exegetical outline and a homiletical outline.

3.
Personal Sermon Analyses


(6 hours)

Students must write two five-page analyses of his/her videotaped sermons.  The analysis should focus on the positive aspects and transferable concepts of the sermon.  The analysis will be divided into two parts.  First, students will evaluate the technical aspects; exegesis, theme, outline, voice, introduction, illustrations, applications, and conclusion.  In the second part, students will evaluate the presentation; voice, facial expression, eye contact, body movement, and confidence.  Each analysis is due one week after the sermon is presented.

6.
Personal Sermon Development Conference
(2 hour)

Course Grading

· Psalm Sermon & Analysis

30%

· Gospels Sermon & Analysis

30%

· Field Project



30%

· Personal Assessments


10%
Grading Scale:

A+ 
99-100%   
      
A          95-98%   
A-   
94-93%   

B+
92-91%  

B
90-88%

B-
87-86%

C+
85-84%


C
83-81%  
C-
80-79%

D+
78-77%  

D
76-74%

D-
73-70%

Course Policies

1.
Attendance
Student attendance will be recorded for each class.  One unexcused absence is permitted.  Any absence beyond that one may decrease the course standing by one full grade.  It is the responsibility of each student to obtain any missed material or assignment instructions from others students.  

2.
Written Assignments
All written assignments must be submitted on time, at the beginning of class.  Late papers will be reduced one letter grade per week unless a valid excuse is provided and approved.  

Unless the professor indicates otherwise, papers must be written to a near-thesis standard, in accordance with Turabian.  They must be typed and include a title page with the student’s name and box number on it.  English grammar, idiom and spelling must be up to graduate level.  Qualities valued include clarity, conciseness, comprehensiveness, cohesiveness, and correctness.

Course Schedule

January 30
introduction to PTS-514 & how to speak with confidence
(Piper)

February 13
behavioral skills of communication & the rhythm of preaching
(Johnston)

February 27
transformational preaching & Brueggemann interview

(Brueggemann)

March 13
student sermons

March 27
use of creativity & tech support in the sermon

April  10   
student sermons

(  please note:  students must have read John Piper’s book before the first class meeting.

western seminary – pts514 – preparing & preaching expository sermons – winter term, 2010

