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SYLLABUS

Course Description

You will culminate the process of learning to think theologically by exploring the Spirit’s life-giving work. Then you will investigate the church as God’s covenant community and instrument of His present working, ending with the consummation of His kingdom program in end time events. Throughout the course the Spirit will transform us as we see our part of His grand work. Prerequisite: THS 501.

Course Objectives

Cognitive: As a result of this course the student should …
1. Be able to articulate and evaluate leading historical views on the issues under discussion.

2. Define and defend both biblically and logically/theologically personal conclusions on the issues.

3. Be able to translate his positions to practical personal and ministerial application.

4. Be able to debate both fellow Christians and non-christians on the theological issues without descending into personal defensiveness or attack.

5. Know more of the historical tenets and contemporary significance of evangelical theology and practice.

6. Be able to think biblically and critically so that various truth claims can be effectively evaluated.

Affective: It is hoped that as a result of this course the student will …
1. Grow in his love for the church and anticipation of the Lord’s return.

Volitive: It is hoped that as a result of this course the student will …
1. Commit/recommit himself to the positive advancement – both qualitative, edification, and quantitative, evangelism – of the Church.

2. Commit/recommit himself to the obedience commended in Rev. 1:3 – “Blessed [are] those who … heed the things which are written in [this book].”

Textbooks

*By clicking on the links of the texts in this syllabus, which are linked to Amazon.com, Western Seminary San Jose will receive a small return on the purchases made.  Any additional purchases (i.e. CDs, DVDs, electronics, registry items, etc.) made on Amazon, when initially entering Amazon using the links for these texts, will also earn WS a small return.
Required:

Bock, Darrell L., ed. Three Views on the Millennium and Beyond. Zondervan, 1999.

Elwell, W. Evangelical Dictionary of Theology. Second edition. Baker, 2001.
Erickson, M. Christian Theology. Second edition. Baker, 1998.
Recommended:

Archer, G. The Rapture. Zondervan.
Crockett, W. Four Views on Hell. Zondervan.
Griffiths, M. God’s Forgetful Pilgrims. 
Hamilton, James M., and Ray Clendenen. God’s Indwelling Presence: The Holy Spirit in the Old and New Testaments,  B & H Publishing Group, 2006.

McClain, A. The Greatness of the Kingdom.
Saucy, R. The Church in God’s Program. Moody.

Course Requirements 

Reading

Note: Due to the intensive schedule of the class, readings and RME attached to the first class date must be completed when you arrive for class. 
1. “Textbooks” are to be read according to the schedule below.

Erickson: 220 pp (10 hr) 

2. Other readings listed in the schedule are to be read according to that schedule. There will be a quiz on the Tuck paper.

Assigned reading is listed in the course outline.
Read about 30 pages from EDT on Ecclesiology and 30 on Eschatology (choose articles from the titles listed below in the course schedule). (5 hr)
Tuck paper (2 hr)
Saucy paper (1 hr)
Blomberg paper (1 hr)
Bock book (4 hr)

Each assignment should be completed before the class session so that you will be able to participate in and benefit from the class discussions.
Written Work

One paper on each of the categories of Ecclesiology and Eschatology will be required: topics listed below. They must reflect the “integrative” approach (with extra attention given to biblical discussion), not so much in the structural organization of the paper as in the content. But they must be geared for a church leadership team. That is, assume the position of a Senior Pastor teaching theology to the highest level of leaders in the church; you have studied theology in seminary, they haven’t; and you are trying to give them the fruit of your studies. And you are to teach them as an authoritative NT teacher: “Thus says the Lord.” Don’t “dumb down” the content, and don’t dump tons of detail; just distill the best, most relevant material. Be sure to come to clear conclusions. That is, present historic and biblical options, and make a strong case for a preferred view. But a strong case has to have good reasoning, not just opinion. Also, do not create a scenario with complicating features of hypothetical or real staff or board or other church conflicts. Footnotes (minimum 10, from a mix of monographs, edited or dictionary articles, and journals articles) and bibliography required, reflecting credible library research. Finally, provide an outline lesson plan of the teaching. Each paper should be in the range of 7-12 pages (20-page absolute max). (13 hours each)

One student expressed it this way: “I decided to write my paper to explain it [the millennium] to myself.”

3. Ecclesiology paper options:
Women, Spiritual Gifts, and Ministry (Be careful to make this an Ecclesiology [not Anthropology] paper)
The Church in Relation to Israel
The New Covenant and the Church
4. Eschatology paper options:
The Eschatology of the OT
Millennium: Pre-, A-, or Post-
 
The Kingdom of God (Be careful to pay special attention to Matt 6:10)
5. Biblical Reading-Meditation-Exegesis (RME). 
Spend 2 hours per week studying meditatively and as thoroughly as your skills allow (e.g., original languages; but, at a minimum, multiple translations) an assigned Scripture passage(s), as well as any secondary passage you deem appropriate. Turn in 2-3 pages of notes. These need to be exegetical (both macro- and micro-; that is, don’t ignore surrounding context; also, don’t just ask good questions, but offer educated responses), theological (including “chewy” questions), and practical either personally or ministerially or both. Some bullet points may be useful; but also some contemplation of the pure theology. That is, what does this passage contribute to our ecclesiology/eschatology? 
Because there is much ‘soteriology’ is some of the assigned readings, I want to ask you, when you discuss soteriology (rather than eccles or eschat) to identify it as such.

Exam (Quiz, really)
6. You will be tested on the Tuck paper on Old Covenant Principles.

Attendance: Attend class faithfully and attentively. (See seminary Student Handbook, p. 7, on class attendance policy!)
Further, if you do have to miss a class, you are still held responsible for the class material, both lecture content and assignment instructions. You need to make arrangements in advance with a classmate for any notes or audiotaping. Only if the absence is a last minute emergency will the instructor feel an obligation to accommodate a student.

Grading: 
	Reading Report 
	10%
	23 hours

	Quiz on Tuck paper
	5%
	

	RME’s
	25% (5 @ 5%)
	10 hours

	Ecclesiology paper 
	30%
	13 hours

	Eschatology paper
	30%
	13 hours


Course Schedule

	Class Session
	Class Date
	Topic & Assignment

	1
	1/9 am
	Nature and Identity of the Church: Relation to Israel, biblical covenants
Erickson: ch 50
EDT (10):  Holy Spirit; Church; Israel, The New; Israel and Prophecy; Covenant, New; Covenant Theology; Dispensation, Dispensationalism; Sabbatarianism; Sabbath

	2
	1/9 pm
	Nature and Identity (cont); Distinctive Ordinances 
Erickson: ch 51,55
EDT (14): Denominationalism; Evangelism; Gospel; Baptism articles (Baptism, Believer’s, Infant, Modes); Lord’s Supper; Lord’s Supper, Views of
RME: Romans 11; Ephesians 2:11-22 
Tuck: “Sinai Covenant,” “Old-New Covenant,” “Spirit-Flesh”

	3
	1/16 am
	Organization, Leadership, Gifts, Internal affairs – Discipline 
Erickson: ch 52,53,54 
EDT (18): Church; Church, Authority; Church Government; Church Officers; Deacon, Deaconess; Elder; Church and State; Church Discipline; Women, Ordination of
Saucy, “Women in Ministry” (JETS)
RME: 1 Tim 2:8-15; 1 Cor 11:2-16; 14:34-38 
QUIZ: Tuck paper

	4
	1/16 pm
	Eschatology overview: Kingdom, Day of Yahweh; Second Coming
Erickson: ch 56,58
EDT (13): Eschatology; Kingdom of Christ, God, Heaven; Day of Christ, God, the Lord; Judgment; Second Coming of Christ 
DJG: “Kingdom of God” (417-430)
RME: 1 Cor 15:20-28; Ezek 37:1-28

	5
	1/23 am
	Death and afterlife, Eternity; Rewards; Hell and heaven
Erickson: ch 57,60
EDT (10): Sheol; Hades; Gehenna; Hell; Reward; Wrath of God; New Heavens and New Earth; Last Judgment; Intermediate State; Dead, Abode of; Death, The Second; Eternal Life; Eternal Punishment; Judgment Seat; Judgment of the Nations
Blomberg: “Degrees of Reward”, JETS 35
RME: Matthew 25:31-46; 2 Corinthians 4:16 – 5:10
DUE: Ecclesiology paper

	6
	1/23 pm
	Millennium; Tribulation; Rapture; Pneumatology
Erickson: ch 41,42,59
EDT (11.5): Millennium, Views of; Rapture; Tribulation; Abomination of Desolation; Antichrist; Imminence
Bock: all 

	
	1/31
	DUE: Eschatology paper


� Though a “1000 years” kingdom is mentioned only in Rev 20, this paper must address ‘Messiah’s earthly kingdom’ much more broadly, i.e., incl OT, esp those passages treated in RME’s.  As well I want to see how each deals with the Tribulation.





