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Note: These are outlines that I use in my classes. You are welcome to use them in any way that honors the Lord Jesus Christ. If you have comments at any point, I'd welcome them. 

The original language fonts used in these notes are available for free from www.Bibleworks.com. You can download them and install them so you can see the original language stuff in Greek and Hebrew fonts. 

I.
Offices of Christ

A.
Nature of Office

1.
A function or a duty assigned to someone, performed for the benefit of another

2.
A position of responsibility, authority, trust or duty given to someone.

3.
Badge & Gun
B.
Prophet

1.
Nature of Prophet

a.
Proclaims the Word of God to the people.

b.
Helps people see life from God’s viewpoint, particularly in light of eternity
2.
True Prophets

a.
Deuteronomy 13
b.
Deuteronomy 18
c.
1 Thessalonians 5:19-21
d.
1 John 4
3.
Jesus as Ultimate Prophet
a.
Jesus not only proclaims the Word. He is the Word

b.
He is the source and purpose of all prophets

c.
Hebrews 1:1-2
C.
Priest

1.
Nature of Priest

a.
Represents the people to God

(1)
Do sacrifices

(2)
Pray

(3)
Hears confession of sin

(4)
Bless the people

2.
Jesus as Ultimate Priest

a.
Jesus not only does the sacrifice.  He is the sacrifice.

b.
He is the purpose and end of all sacrifice for sin.
3.
Priesthood in the Atonement

4.
Present Work as Priest

D.
King

1.
Nature of King

a.
Rules, protects, judges for God

b.
Delivers from enemies
2.
Jesus as Present King

a.
Is Jesus king now?

b.
Jesus is anointed king, but not reigning king
3.
Jesus as Eschatological King

a.
Final judge

b.
Millennial messiah
E.
Sage

1.
Nature of Wisdom

2.
Christ and Lady Wisdom Proverbs 8
F.
Servant

1.
Nature of Servant

a.
Isaiah 53
b.
Mark 10:45; John 13:1-17
2.
Jesus' Service

G.
Rabbi

II.
Cause of Atonement

A.
Divine

1.
Love

a.
John 3:16; 15:12-13
b.
Rom. 5:8
c.
1 John 4:9-10
2.
Justice Rom. 3:25

3. Grace 
a.
Rom. 2:4
b.
Eph. 1:7; 2:7

4. Good Pleasure

a.
Eph. 1:3-14
b.
Isa. 53:10
c.
Heb.12:2

5. Wrath is never stated causally for atonement. The hard-core vengeful God crowd seem to have found verses I can’t find. Wrath is real and propitiated though the cross. 
B.
Human Sin

1.
Heb. 9:26; 1 John 3:5
2.
Sin always has moral consequence

2.
The divine consequence is death, separation from God. It’s not that God kills the sinner, but that sin kills the relationship.

3.
He allows a substitute to pay the penalty, to deal with the consequence
4.
Blood from the sacrifice signifies death

5.
You need really good blood!

6.
You need the blood God provides

7.
Lev. 17:11 For the life of a creature is in the blood, and I have given it to you to make atonement for yourselves on the altar; it is the blood that makes atonement for one's life. Blood is the symbol of life and shed blood is the symbol of life ended by death. Atonement, life of victim for the life of the offender, is set up by God himself to deal with our sin. 

C.
Demonic Dominion
1.
Promised in the beginning Gen. 3:15
2.
Mission of Jesus 1 John 3:8
D.
Death

E.
Human Worth vs. God’s Grace

F.
Atonement as Free and Gracious Act of God

III.
Theories of Atonement

A.
Basic Concepts

1.
Christ achieves our redemption by revealing God's love for us

2.
Christ reveals God's love for us by achieving our redemption

3.
Three Trajectories

a. Triumph – to the powers (ransom, triumph)
b. Subjective – to humanity (mystical, expiation, example)
c. Objective – to God (propitiation, substitution)
B.
Directed to the Powers

1.
Ransom: Irenaeus

a.
Problem: Satan owns us

b.
Focus: Price to Satan, Descent in to hell

c.
Satan owned humanity

d.
God bought us back by paying the ransom: Jesus
2.
Triumph: Luther, Gustav Aulen

a.
Problem: Bondage to Satan, in dominion of darkness Acts 26:18; Col. 1:13
b.
Focus: Cross as breaking that which held us in bondage in darkness. He destroyed

(1) The imprisoning power of sin

(2) The law itself 

c.
God defeats Satan through the Cross Col. 2:15
d.
He does NOT pay a price to Satan or legitimize his ownership
C.
Directed to Human Nature (Mystical)

1.
Problem: Divine life has been lost, and the divine spark (light, energy) is extinguished by sin

2.
God enters humanity to rekindle the divine life, to restore the divine energy. We never participate in the divine essence. 
3.
Focus is incarnation: Athanasius On the Incarnation of Christ, "He became man that we might become divine."

4.
We brighten the spark by participation in Christ

a. Sacrament

b. Mystical identification

D.
Directed to Human Actions & Attitudes

1.
Example

a.
Problem: we don't know how to live

b.
Focus: Christ's life

c.
He shows us how to live
2.
Moral Influence: Abelard (c. 1100), Schuller, Liberals

a.
Problem: Inadequate motivation to good

b.
Focus: Story that grips our heart and imagination. Christ's life and tragic death as a martyr impresses us with the depth of God's love so we will be influenced to follow Christ's example.

c.
This appeals to enlightenment people with their boundless confidence in human reason and ability, their denigration of the radical selfishness of sin in all humans. 
E.
Directed to Divine Providence: (Governmen​tal): Grotius

1.
Problem: humans are lawbreakers and the world is in disarray. God loves humanity and would like to forgive. But if He does, how can He maintain moral order in the world? 

2.
Focus: The Christ's tragic death. Show the terribleness of sin and the awfulness of punishment in a context of love and forgiveness so people will be deterred from sin and drawn to good.
F.
Directed to God, then to Human (Vicarious): J. MacLeod Campbell, P. T. Forsyth

1.
Vicarious, "For our benefit" vs. substitutionary, "in our place"

2.
Problem: sin needs repentance that we cannot or will not do.

3.
Solution: Jesus repents for us enabling us to do the same

4.
Focus: Life of Christ. Death is a tragedy or an example of self-giving.
G.
Directed to God

1.
Satisfaction: Anselm

a.
Sin violated God's honor.  He must receive satisfaction
2.
Penal-Substitutionary: Calvin


a.
The penalty of the broken law must be fully paid before reconciliation can occur. Otherwise, God would be guilty of sin, of breaking His own Law. In the Cross, God's law was satisfied by Christ's perfect obedience in his life, and God's justice was satisfied by his bearing sin's penalty in his death.

IV.
Categories for Understanding Atonement

When the biblical writers explain the atonement, they do not reach into contemporary Greco-Roman or Jewish culture for analogies. Those analogies would be half-truths at best. Rather they go back to God's preparatory revelation in the Old Testament. So today we must be very careful about using contemporary analogies that may distort as much as they explain. Remember trying to explain propitiation from pagan sacrifices rather than from the Day of Atonement will desperately distort the character of God, making Him like the capricious, volatile, pagan gods.

A.
Substitution: Jesus takes our penalty in our place
1.
Gal. 3:13
2.
2 Cor. 5:14-15, 21
3.
Rom. 5:17-19
4.
Isa. 53:6-12
5.
Heb. 10:10, 12
6.
John 11:50; 15:13


"The concept of substitution may be said to lie at the heart of both sin and salvation. For the essence of sin is man substituting himself for God, while the essence of salvation is God substituting himself for man. Man asserts himself against God and puts himself where only God deserves to be; God sacrifices himself for man and puts himself where only man deserves to be. Man claims prerogatives which belong to God alone; God accepts penalties which belong to man alone." Stott, Cross of Christ, 160
B.
Sacrifice: Life of a substitute given to God
1.
Heb. 7; 9; 10:10, 12
2.
John 1:29; 36
C.
Hilaskomai: Appeasing the wrath of God by payment of penalty (propitiation) and cleansing the people from sin (expiation). 
1.
Definitions of i`lasth,rion (hilasterion)

a.
Appease the wrath of God by blood: Propitiation (verb)

b.
Cleanse people from sin: Expiation (verb)

c.
Mercy seat on the altar. (noun)

1).
Place where propitiatory blood was sprinkled

2).
Place where God's glory is revealed
2.
New Testament Appearances

a.
Rom 3:25; Heb 9:5 (i`lasth,rion, hilasterion, noun)

b.
Heb 2:17; Luke 18:13  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1(i`la,skesqai, hilaskesthai, verb)

c.
1 John 2:2; 4:10 ( SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1i`lasmo,j hilasmos, noun) 

3.
Why propitiation vs. merely expiation?

a.
Wrath of God is real

(1)
OT

(a)
Exodus 34:6-8
(b)
Deuteronomy 29:24-29
(c)
Psalm 11:4-7
(d)
Amos, Nahum, Zephaniah
(2)
NT

(a)
Romans 1:18-32
(b)
Romans 5:5-8
(c)
Colossians 3:6
(d)
John 3:36
(e)
Revelation 14:9-11, 18-20; 16; 19:11-15
b.
Secular Greek usage where it always mean to appeasing an offended person, especially a deity.
c. The apocryphal books of the Maccabees as well as Philo and Josephus have several references to appeasing God
d.
The Hebrew kpK (kapar) means to “cover someone’s face” (with a gift), meaning to cause someone to be favorably inclined towards oneself, to appease someone, to make amends (2 Sam 21:3), to make atonement (Ex. 32:20) (HALOT). Many have argued this means to cover without the idea of appeasing drawing on an equivalent Arabic root meaning "cover," or "conceal." But the connection to the Arabic is very weak and the Hebrew word is never used to mean cover.   
d.
LXX  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1(Septuagint, the Greek translation of the OT) where it appears over 100 times, consistently with the meaning of appeasing an offended person, usually God.
(1)
evxila,skomai [exhilaskomai] Gen. 32:20 (MT, LXX = 21); Ex. 30:10-16; 32:30; 2 Sam. 21:3; Psa. 78:38 ; Zech 7:2; 8:22; Mal. 1:9
(2)
i`lasth,rion [hilasterion] Ex. 25:17-22; Lev. 16:2, 13-15

4.
Differences with paganism cf. 2 Kings 3:27; Jonah 1
	
	Paganism
	YHWH

	Default State of God
	Bad tempered, moody, needy
	Ex 34:6-7

	Discovering the Problem
	My job through shaman
	God tells us the problem and how to fix it

	Providing the Solution
	I do
	He provides the solution

	What solves the problem
	A bribe: food, sweets, money, blood
	Death & resurrection of the God-man


Pagan view: gods get mad for all sorts of reasons and no reason at all. They often take it out on uninvolved humans. We must discover why the god is mad, and satisfy him (or her or them) by means of a bribe, up to an including sacrifice of an innocent victim, often a special human. This is what we see in Job 1 and passages like 2 Kings 3:27. 

5.
The distinguishing feature is the initiative taken by God to effect removal of impediments to a relationship with Himself. Rom. 3:25 presents Jesus as the solution to the wrath and condemnation of God expounded in 1:18-3:20. The reference to advocating with the Father in 1 John 2:2 points to Christ's propitiatory work.

Jesus Christ has not only borne man's enmity against God's grace, revealing it in all its depth. He has borne the far greater burden, the righteous wrath of God against those who are enemies of His grace, the wrath which must fall on us. (Barth, CD, II.1. 152)
D.
Expiation: Cleansing from the effects of sin
1.
John 1:29
2. 
Acts 10:15; 15:9
3.
2 Cor. 7:1; James 4:8
4.
Hebrews 9:14-22
5.
1 Peter 1:22
E.
Redemption: Bringing captives out of slavery into freedom
1.
Background

a.
Slave market

b.
Exodus

(1)
Exodus 6:6
(2)
Deuteronomy 7:8; 15:15
(3)
2 Samuel 7:23; 1 Chronicles 17:21
2.
Ransom Matthew 20:28; Mark 10:45; 1 Timothy 2:6; Hebrews 9:15 points to the high price and the power, not to whom it is paid

3.
Redeemed from

a.
Sin Romans 5:18; 6:6; 8:1-4; 1 Pet. 2:24
b.
Sanction of Law Galatians 3:13
c.
Condemnation Romans 8:1
d.
Mosaic Code Romans 7:1-5; 1 Corinthians 9:20-21; Ephesians. 2:15; Colossians 2:14-23

e.
Principalities and Powers Colossians 1:13-17
F.
Reconciliation: Changing alienation for peace with God
1.
Key Passages

a.
Romans 5:10-11
b.
2 Corinthians 5:18-21
c.
Ephesians 2:16
d.
Colossians 1:20-21
2.
Objective Reconciliation: God reconciled to humanity

3.
Subjective Reconciliation: Humanity reconciled to God

G.
Triumph: Destroying the authority of the powers of darkness
1.
Key Passages

a.
Psalm 110:1

b.
1 Corinthians 15:21-28; 57

b.
2 Corinthians 2:14-15

c.
Romans 6:14; 7:4; 8:2, 37-39

d.
Ephesians 1:20-23
e.
Colossians 2:13-15
f.
Ephesians 2:16
g. Colossians 1:20-21

h. Hebrews 2:14-15
i. 1 Peter 3:22

j. John 12:31; 16:11; 1 John 3:8

k. Revelation 3:21; 5:5; 12:11

2.
Stages of Triumph (Stott, Cross of Christ)`
a.
Predicted in OT

b.
Begun in the ministry of Jesus

c.
Achieved at the Cross 

d.
Confirmed & announced in the resurrection

e.
Extended in the church's Spirit empowered proclamation

f.
Consummated in the return of Christ

3.
Triumphs over

a.
World

b.
Sin

c.
Death

d.
Law

e.
Devil & his demons
H.
Example (Influence): Jesus' death and life is the pattern for our life
1.
Philippians 2:1-5
2. 1 Peter 2:21
3. 1 John 3:16
4. 1 John 4:9-11
5. Matthew 16:24-25
6. 2 Corinthians 5:14-21
I.
Revelation: Jesus reveals the Father to us
1. Key passages

a. John 12:20-28; 13:30-32; 17:1 Glory

b. Romans 3:25-26 Justice

c. Romans 5:8; 1 John 3:16 Love

d. Romans 11:33-36; 1 Corinthians 1:17-2:5 Wisdom & Power

2. Key points

a. In the OT, God is glorified in the created universe and the redeemed nation. In the NT, He is glorified in the most unlikely shame on the Cross. 

b. We see God's self-giving love, goodness, mercy, justice and holiness. The cross demonstrates his justice in judging sin along with his mercy in justifying the sinner. The cross is the purest act of love ever done in this world. It alone shows true wisdom and redemptive power.

c. "For in the cross of Christ, as in a splendid theater, the incomparable goodness of God is set before the whole world. The glory of God shines, indeed in all creatures on high and below, but never more brightly than in the cross. . . If it be objected that nothing could be less glorious than Christ's death, I reply that in the death we see a boundless glory which is concealed from the ungodly." Calvin, Commentary on John 13:31 and 17:1

J.
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Summary 

In the multi-faceted jewel view, God satisfies himself through substitution and propitiation, inspires us through Christ's example and revelation, redeems us from entrapment in sin, triumphing over evil of all kinds. It begins from objective or satisfactory themes, proceeds to subjective or regenerative themes and finishes with classic or triumphant themes. Adequate understanding of atonement requires all the facets for the true brilliance to shine out.

V.
Extent of Atonement

A.
For Whom:  Whole Humanity?

1.
Universal Atonement

a.
Wesleyan (Unbelief as Limit)

Christ's death provided the propitiatory price for the sin of every person.  His intent was to make salvation possible for all by providing full payment for sin's penalty. Its application is conditioned on personal trust in Christ.

b.
Calvinistic (Election as Limit)

Christ's death provided the propitiatory price for the sin of every person.  His intent was to make salvation possible for all by providing full payment for sin's penalty. Its application is conditioned on God's election of the person to salvation.

2.
Definite Atonement (Design as Limit)

Christ's death achieved full atonement for the elect.  While it has effect on the non-elect (e.g., common grace), its primary intent is to actually and certainly save those whom God has chosen.

3.
Arguments for Universal Atonement

a.
Christ died for all

(1)
1 Timothy 2:6
(2)
Hebrews 2:9
(3)
1 John 2:2

b.
God wills all to be saved

(1)
1 Timothy 2:4

(2)
2 Peter 3:9
c.
Jesus purchased damned people

(1)
2 Peter 2:1
d.
All are invited to salvation

(1)
Matthew 28:18-20
(2)
John 3:16

(3)
Acts 16:31

e.
There is a two level application of atonement

(1)
1 Timothy 4:10

f.
It's easier to reconcile particular passages to the universal position than vice versa

4.
Arguments for Definite Atonement

a.
Jesus died for particular persons

(1)
people Matthew 1:21
(2)
friends John 15:13

(3)
sheep John 10:15
(4)
church Ephesians 5:23-26; Acts 20:28
(5)
us Titus 2:14
(6)
me Galatians 2:20

b.
Christ's work on the Cross actually 

(1)
redeems

(a)
Titus 2:14
(b)
1 Peter 1:18-19
(c)
Hebrews 9:12
(2)
reconciles

(a)
Romans 5:10-11

(b)
2 Corinthians 5:18-20
(c)
Colossians 1:22

(3)
propitiation

(a)
Romans 3:25
(b)
1 John 2:2
c.
Those for whom God's wrath is actually propitiated cannot be condemned.

d.
If Christ truly died for all, all would be saved

e.
If Christ's death only made God & humans reconcilable and humans must add something (e.g., faith), then Christ's work is not finished on the cross

f.
Christ's intercession is definite

(1)
John 17:9, 20-21
g.
Christ's redemptive purpose is definite

(1)
John 6:38-39
(2)
John 11:52

h.
Universal Calvinism fails because it divides the Trinity

(1)
Jesus intends to save all

(2)
Father intends to save only the elect

B.
For What:  Whole Person?

1.
Physical Healing

a.
Isaiah 53:3-5 

(3) He was despised and rejected by humans, 

a man of sorrows, [baok.m; makob, pain, sorrows]
and familiar with suffering. [ylix\ choli, disease, sickness, suffering]
Like one from whom people hide their faces 

he was despised, and we esteemed him not.

(4) Surely he took up our infirmities [ylix\ choli, disease, sickness, suffering] 

and carried our sorrows, [baok.m; makob, pain, sorrows]
yet we considered him stricken by God, 

smitten by him, and afflicted.  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1[several of these verbs are used with sin in 11-12]
(5) But he was pierced for our transgressions, [[v;P, pesha, transgressions]
he was crushed for our iniquities; [!A[' avon iniquity, guilt, punishment]
the punishment that brought us peace was upon him, 

and by his wounds [hr'WBx; chabburah, wounds, blows, stripes] 

we are healed. [ap'r' rapha, healed of illness]

b.
Isaiah 1:5-6  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1(there are many verbal parallels with Isa. 53)
c.
Matthew 8:1-17
d.
1 Peter 2:24
e.
James 5:13-20
f. Phil. 2:26-29 Epaphroditus

g. 2 Cor. 4:16 Outer man is decaying

g.
1 Timothy 5:23 Timothy

h.
2 Timothy 4:20 Trophimus

i.
Galatians 4:13-14 Paul

j.
Job Job

k.
John 5 Lame man

2.
Emotional Healing

