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I.
Decree (Foreordination, prooridzo)

A.
Key Biblical Teaching

1.
Psalm 33
2.
Isaiah 14:24-27
3.
Ephesians 1:11
a.
Consistent Calvinism: God causes all things to happen; He is the ultimate cause of everything. Nothing happens apart from God’s purpose and without His approval. This world as it actually happens glorifies God maximally. Meticulous providence; script theory; 

there are two wills of God: the revealed will and the decretive will; will of desire vs. will of decree. Compatibilism = God ultimately causes all including sin but humans are responsible for their sin. 

“God does not sin when He wills that sin happen.” John Piper
Freedom = following our own desires. There is no libertarian free will. All circumstances being the same, Adam will always eat. 

All decisions have adequate causal explanations. Gerry, the definitive spokesman for evangelicalism, thinks not. Who knows which is right? But we all agree that there is responsible choice.

b.
Moderate Calvinism, Centrist Wesleyanism: God is at work in all things, but does not cause all things. There are decisions He does not make or approve though they do not frustrate His plan. Active providence; ship theory
c.
Arminian: God is working everywhere in this world, but doesn’t interfere in free choices. He knows what's going to happen, but doesn't force things. ______ providence; free will theory
d.
Openness Theology: God is dynamically developing and adapting His working to the decisions of creatures, risking His plan against their freedom. 
If God can know the outcome of a decision in advance, then it is determined. Decisions are free (contrary choice is real), therefore God cannot know them in advance.

e.
Pragmatism (William James, John Dewey, Charles Sanders Peirce, C. I. Lewis, Richard Rorty, Stanley Fish): Chance rather than providence guides the course of this world, human affairs, and history. Pragmatism maintains that people are constantly devising and updating ideas to navigate the world in which they live; it embraces open-minded experimentation and continuing debate. 

B.
Definition

1.
Decree is God's eternal purpose, based on His most wise and holy counsel, whereby He freely and unchangeably, for His own glory, ordained, either efficaciously or permissively (preceptively), all that comes to pass. Henry Thiessen, Lectures in Systematic Theology (2nd Ed.), p. 100.

2.
That eternal plan by which God has rendered certain all the events of the universe. Louis Berkhof, Systematic Theology, p. 102

3.
In a word: Plan

C.
Characteristics

1.
From Before Foundation of the World Eph. 1:4
2.
Based on God's Character 

a.
The decree represents who He is.

(1)
Omniscience: 

(a)
He is not surprised as history develops.

(b)
He knows all possibilities and what would happen if they came to pass.

(2)
Omnisapience: He is wise enough to know which course of action is the best.

(3)
Omnipotence: He will never have to go to plan B because he lacks the power to accomplish plan A.

(4)
Gracious: His decree is going to involve a gracious relationship.
b.
It is not something He does arbitrarily, capriciously or whimsically.

3.
God Ordains Freely

a.
God is absent of external constraint or coercion.  Nobody makes God do anything (Psalm 115:3; 135:6; Dan. 4:35).

b.
What He chooses to do is never contrary to His character

c.
Is God constrained by love?
4.
Its End (Purpose, Goal) is God Himself

a.
Is this not ultimate narcissism? 

b.
God does not build Himself up at the cost of innocents.

c.
The primary purpose is the glory of God. Happiness of the creature, perfection or fulfillment of the saints, etc. are secondary aims as they glorify God
5.
Extent of the Decree

a.
Does God decree His trinitarian nature?

b.
All actions of God
c.
All things and events of creation

d.
Includes good and evil actions of free moral creatures Gen 50:19-20; Acts 2:23; 4:27-28
e.
How does He relate to sin?

(1)
Openness understanding: God knew in advance that sin was very likely. He is continually adapting his plan in light of the choices that are made. There is a very real element of risk that his plan could be thwarted.

(2)
Wesleyan understanding: God knew in advance that sin would enter the universe and made preparation as a part of His plan in advance. He was not caught by surprise. There is no risk that his plan could ultimately be thwarted.

(3)
Calvinistic understanding: Sin was written into the plan as a means by which God would show His glory. There is no risk that his plan could be thwarted.
6.
Efficacious vs. Preceptive (Permissive) Elements

a.
Efficacious (Purposeful): 

(1)
God actively brings into actual occurrence what is in His plan Eph. 1:11
(2)
What God has purposed from eternity will certainly come to pass. Isa 14: 24, 27; 46:10
(3)
God does not effect by means of His own power all that happens.
b.
Permissive: A poor word because in relation to sin it seems to suggest that God gave man permission to sin. God allows sinful actions for His own purposes.
c.
Preceptive (precept - a law or command): God commands righteousness and forbids sin but He does not force us in this decision. Matt 6:10; John 7:17
(1)
This is where the permissive idea comes in.

(2)
God allows a creature to disobey His precepts, but He never gives them permission to do so.  In fact He promises judgment for sin.

(3)
A key question is if God works through or in spite of acts of disobedience. Calvinists usually affirm that the breaking of God's will is part of fulfilling his will.
7.
Necessity vs. Certainty

a.
Necessity: Things or actions where there is no possible alternative, where there no element of libertarian free will. These are things that must happen.
b.
Certainty: Things or actions where there is an element of secondary choice but without uncertainty of outcome. These are things that will happen. While a person could have acted differently, he would not have.
8.
One Decree vs. a Sequence of Decrees

D.
Sovereignty and Freedom

1.
Sovereign defined: 

a. Dictionary Definition:

(1) Self-governing; independent; 

(2) Having supreme rank or power;

(3) Superlative strength or efficacy.
b. Theological Definition: God plans and carries out His perfect will as He alone knows is best, over all that is in heaven and earth, and He does so without failure or defeat, for the glory of His name and the benefit of His children.

c. The question for providence is whether it means “ordains all things” or “works good in all things.” 

d. Bible

(1)
Psalm 115:3 Our God is in the heavens; he does all that he pleases. 

(2)
Isaiah 46:9-11 I am God, and there is none like me, declaring the end from the beginning and from ancient times things not yet done, saying, 'My counsel shall stand, and I will accomplish all my purpose,' calling a bird of prey from the east, the man of my counsel from a far country. I have spoken, and I will bring it to pass; I have purposed, and I will do it.

(3)
Job 23:13 But he is unchangeable, and who can turn him back? What he desires, that he does.

(4)
Dan 4:34-35 At the end of the days I, Nebuchadnezzar, lifted my eyes to heaven, and my reason returned to me, and I blessed the Most High, and praised and honored him who lives forever, for his dominion is an everlasting dominion, and his kingdom endures from generation to generation; all the inhabitants of the earth are accounted as nothing, and he does according to his will among the host of heaven and among the inhabitants of the earth; and none can stay his hand or say to him, "What have you done?"

(5)
Romans 9:19 "For who can resist his will?" 

(a)
Script answer: No one, for all is according to His will of decree. Their resistance works out His decree.

(b)
Ship answer: Lots of idiots like Pharaoh think they are more powerful than the LORD. They resist, but He wins in the end.

f.
The LORD 
(1) 
can even use a Cyrus (2 Chron. 36:22-23; Ezra 1:1-8; Isa. 44:28-45:1-13); 
(2) 
wants to bless His children; 
(3) 
is never handcuffed by evil; 
(4) 
will destroy evil; 
(5) 
will discipline disobedience; 
(6) 
may spank rebellious sinners; 
(7) 
loves to heal and forgive; 
(8) 
leads us to repentance.

2.
Aristotle's Causes

a.
Efficient 
That by which a change is produced; the will which initiates the change process, the blameworthy or praiseworthy will.

b.
Final 

End or purpose for which a change is produced

c.
Formal

That into which something is changed; a shape, pattern configuration, etc.

d.
Material
That in which a change is produced

e.
Instrumental
The instrument, means, agent, mechanism, intermediary used to produce the change

3.
Birthday Cake Example

a.
Efficient



b.
Final




c.
Formal




d.
Material



e.
Instrumental



4.
Statue Example

a.
Efficient



b.
Final




c.
Formal




d.
Material



e.
Instrumental


5.
The Case of Pharaoh: Who Hardened Pharaoh's Heart?

a.
Exodus 4:21
b.
Exodus 5:1-3
c.
Exodus 7:3
d.
Exodus 7:13
e.
Exodus 7:14
f.
Exodus 7:22
g.
Exodus 8:15
h.
Exodus 8:19
i.
Exodus 8:32
j.
Exodus 9:7
k.
Exodus 9:12
l.
Exodus 9:34, 35
m.
Exodus 10:1
n.
Exodus 10:20, 27; 11:10; 14:8
o.
Romans 9:16-18

p. 
In all there are ten places where “hardening” of Pharaoh is ascribed to God (4:21; 7:3; 9:12; 10:1, 20, 27; 11:10; 14:4, 8, 17). But it must be stated just as firmly that Pharaoh hardened his own heart in another ten passages (7:13, 14, 22; 8:15, 19, 32; 9:7, 34, 35; 13:15). Thus the hardening was as much Pharaoh’s own act as it was the work of God. Even more significant is the fact that Pharaoh alone was the agent of the hardening in the first sign and in all the first five plagues. Not until the sixth plague, as Keil & Delitzsch (1:453–55) carefully point out, was it stated that God actually moved in and hardened Pharaoh’s heart (9:12), as he had warned Moses in Midian that he would have to do (v.21).

Kaiser, Exodus, (Expositor’s), p. 331

II.
Election

A.
Basic Definition: Verb: "To Choose": Before the foundation of the world, God chose to give certain people, those in Christ, every spiritual blessing; Noun: "the chosen": The people whom God chose before the foundation of the world to receive every spiritual blessing. Note that both Calvinists and Wesleyan-Arminians agree with this definition.
B.
The Decisive Question: How do you get to be “in Christ”
Does the Bible describe foreknowledge of human free decision as the basis of election or does it describe God choosing sinners according to His own gracious purpose? Does God choose us based on His foreknowledge that we will say, "Yes" to Him or His foreknowledge that He will say, "Yes" to us?

C.
Major Views

1.
Wesleyan-Arminian

a.
Basic Definition:

Before the foundation of the world, God, on the basis of foreknown human faith, chose in Christ individuals to be heirs of eternal life.
b.
View Explained

(1)
All persons are dead in sin, i.e., separated from God and totally unable to repair the relationship.  

(2)
(Arminius, Wesleyan) By means of prevenient grace God frees all persons from depravity just enough that they can make their own free choice for or against Jesus.

(Arminian) Because God limited the consequences of Adamic sin, all humans have innate free will so that they can make their own free choice for or against Jesus.

(3)
Before the foun​dation of the world, God elected (chose) those whom He foreknew would respond positively to His grace-enabled call to salvation. 

(4)
He chose from eternity to bless the ones who will receive and keep the gos​pel with every spiritual blessing. Because God's fore​knowledge is perfect, those whom He elected (chose) will all be saved.
2.
Calvinism

a.
Basic Definition

Before the foundation of the world, God chose certain individuals to be recipients of eternal life solely on the basis of His gracious purpose apart from any human merit or action.
b.
View Explained

(1)
All persons are dead in sin, i. e., separated from God and totally unable to repair the relationship.

(2)
Before the foundation of the world, God elected (chose) some for salvation.  This choice is based wholly upon His own purposes and had no basis whatever in human merit or actions.  

(3)
Because He foreknows His plan which cannot fail nor His working be frustrated, those whom He elected (chose) will all be saved.
3.
Arguments for the Wesleyan Position

a.
God's stated purpose is the salvation of the whole world.  Jesus atoned for the sins of every human being.  It is the divine intention that all persons shall avail themselves of their blood bought privileges in Christ Jesus (John 3:16‑18; 1 Tim. 2:1‑6; Titus 2:11; 2 Pet. 3:9; 1 John 2:1-2; 4:14)

b.
Election (1 Pet. 1:1‑2) and predestination (Rom. 8:29‑30) are based upon foreknowledge.  Election is God's sovereign and gracious choos​ing of those whom He fore​knew would freely accept and hold fast the offered salvation in Christ.  Predestination is God's effective determination to bring the elect to glori​fication.

c.
Originally all humans were posse non peccare.  But since the fall no one is able not to sin.  Human freedom is always limited by the Adamic nature.  Humans in their fallen state are totally unable to save themselves.  The Holy Spirit brought the grace of God to all (Titus 2:11) to the extent that all have the freedom to determine for themselves whether the offer of saving grace is accepted or rejected.  This freeing of the will is also implied in the large number of exhortations to turn to God (Matt. 18:3; Acts 3:19), repent (Matt. 3:2; Mark 1:15; Acts 2:38; Acts 17:30), and believe (John 6:29; 14:1; Acts 16:31; 1 John 3:21).
4.
Arguments for the Calvinist Position

a.
Preliminary Questions (from Strong)

(1)
Has God the right to show more grace to some?

(a)
Matt. 20:12‑15
(b)
Rom. 9:20‑21
(2)
Has God exercised this right?

(a)
Rom. 3:1‑2
(b)
John 15:16
(c)
Acts 9:9, 15
(3)
Has God some purpose other than the salvation of as many as possible?

(a)
Rom. 9:22‑25
b.
Scriptural Evidence

(1)
God chose some for salvation.

(a)
Acts 13:48
(b)
Eph. 1:3‑11
(c)
2 Thess. 2:13
(2)
This choice was from eternity

(a)
Eph. 1:5‑8
(b)
2 Tim. 1:9
(3)
Salvation is due wholly to God's action (Monergism)
(a)
John 1:13
(b)
John 6:44
(c)
John 10:26
(d)
1 Cor. 10:30
(e)
James 1:18
(f)
1 Cor. 1:30
5.
Foreknowledge vs. Predestination

6.
Responses to Double Predestination

a.
1 Peter 2:8

(1)
Did God plan the fate of the disbelievers or their disobedience?

(2)
"doomed" is supplied in NASB.  Grammatically this is impossible.  

(3)
Singular "which" agrees with singular "Word" not plural "disobedience"

(4)
Jews were disobedient to their destiny as stewards of the revelation of God

b.
Romans 9:22-23

	
	v. 22
	v. 23

	"flavor"
	
	

	Main verb
	
	

	Vessels of . . .
	
	

	Who prepared
	
	

	for what
	
	

	God's attitude
	
	


(1)
Who made these vessels of wrath, vessels for destruction?  The text does not say God did.  God's attitude toward these vessels is patience.

(2)
In verse 23 God is specifically noted as the One who prepared the vessels of mercy.  This verse is not parallel to verse 22.

(3)
In verses 30-32 Paul makes the application.  Israel did not believe.  That is why she is not saved.

D.
Biblical Givens in Election

1.
All humans are dead (not non-functional, but separated from God) in sin, slaves of sin, etc.  There is a universal disability of the affections.  All humans refuse to love God above all else, preferring self to God Rom. 8:7; Eph. 2:1-3
2.
A prior working of grace is necessary to overcome this spiritual inability John 6:44, 65
3.
God desires the salvation of all humans 1 Tim. 2:1-4, 2 Peter 3:9; Rev. 21:6; 22:17
4.
God provides ransom for every human at the Cross 1 Tim. 2:6, 1 John 2:2
5.
The promise/command, "If you believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, you will be saved," is true for all humans.  John 3:16; Acts 16:31 All who come to God through Jesus Christ will be saved.  John 6:37
6.
Many are still lost. God's desire for universal salvation is not fulfilled. Rev. 20:12-15
7.
God does select some for special favor:  Abram, Israel, disciples, Saul/Paul. This election includes salvation, holiness and mission. It is corporate in the sense that people are called into the people of God and the body of Christ Acts 13:48, Gal. 1:15; Eph. 1:3-11; 2 Tim. 1:9
8.
The object of God's foreknowledge is not specified in Romans 8:29 or 1 Peter 1:1-2.  It does not focus on faith or faithfulness at least in some cases. Foreknowledge of Israel certainly was not based on their faithfulness either before or during the time of their choosing.  Rom. 11:2
9.
Faith is a human act in response to God's grace. There is no good thing whatsoever which merits God's grace Eph. 2:8-9
10.
There is effectual calling, an irresistible redemptive grace, for some -- Abram, Saul/Paul John 6:44, 1 Cor. 1:23-27
11.
There is a resistible redemptive grace for some others.  Acts 7:51; Rom. 2:4-10; Titus 2:11
E.
The "Warm Cookie" Model of Election

Mother loves all of her children.  Because of her unconditional love, she bakes her very special white chocolate macadamia nut cookies.  There are more than enough for total cookie satisfaction of every child.  As the cookies come out of the oven, warm and delicious, she looks into the back yard.  Her children are playing happily, making mud pies.  Smiling, she calls out to them, "Children, I have fresh warm cookies for you.  Come get them."  They children all reply, "We don't want them, Mother.  We like our mud pies."  Mother, knowing the children are compulsively engaged in the mud pies, walks into the back yard and calls again.  The children again refuse, being very involved in their own mud pies.  She reaches down, gently but firmly lifts child #1 out of the mud.  His resistance and protests are determined, but easily overcome.  She carries him into the kitchen and puts his face near the warm cookies.  "WOW, warm cookies!!" he cries happily.  He reaches down and scoops a couple of them into his mouth.  He erupts in joy for Mother's grace and love which brings her to give this wonderful gift.  She commands him to go tell the good news to the other children.  He runs to the others, proclaiming happily the wonderful presence of warm cookies free for the enjoying.  Child #2, smelling warm cookie breath which confirms proclamation, says, "I want to go get some of that wonderful gift."  He chooses to leave the mud pile, runs into the kitchen and enjoys warm cookies.  Child #3, hearing and smelling cookie, responds, "Cookies are OK for you, I guess, but making my own mud pies is a lot more satisfying to me."  Child #4, smelling and hearing cookie, looks back down to the mud. "I'm too dirty to go into the kitchen.  I'll have to stay here in the mud."  Child #5 is still angry from his fight with child #1 and refuses to listen or look at child #1.

Principles

1.
God draws, leads, calls, convicts all people. With some the drawing is effectual (Saul) while with others it is enabling so they can make their own choice (Lydia).

2. God works in very special ways with some (Cornelius) but works in rather ordinary ways with others (Agrippa).

3. God works against the intent of some (Saul) but works with the intent of others (Cornelius)

4. God works graciously with all people, but in different ways with different people and different ways with the same person at different times. This is not contradictory because He does not work in different ways with the same person at the same time.
5. Summary: There is John 3:16, 1 Tim. 2:3-6, 2 Pet. 3:9 where it's clear that God wants all saved. There are also passages like Acts 9:5-15, especially 15 supported by Gal. 1:15 along with Acts 13:48 which are very Calvinistic. Then there is the almost totally overlooked passage in Rom. 2:4-11 where God's kindness leads all to repentance with the following verses making it clear that some (5-6, 8-9) reject His leading and getting wrath but with others (7, 10) "doing good" which equals responding to His leading and getting eternal life. It's true that there must be a drawing for people to come (John 6:44), but it's not true either that all drawn come or that draw necessarily means dragged (it also means woo). That coupled with passages like John 12:32 makes it clear that all are drawn, akin to Rom. 2.

So the bottom line is that all humans are drawn because God truly wants them to come to Him. No one can say, "God wasn't interested in me, He didn't help me." Many of those drawn ones resist, preferring to worship and serve other gods and end up in hell. Others, receiving the same drawing, respond and come to salvation. There are some who are specially selected in Calvinistic ways.

Ephesians 1:3-13 speaks of God's predetermined choice to grant super blessings to all "in-Christ-folk" but never specifies how one gets into Christ. Everyone adds some words in a key place: Most Calvinists make it say "For he chose us to be in him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight." Most Wesleyan-Arminians make it say "For he chose us who choose to be in him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight." No one supports their additional words (really an unjustified interpretation), especially Calvinists who just assume their interpretation. I think it is best understood as "For he chose us who are in him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight." How you get into Christ varies from person to person. 

F.
Lapsarian Debate

1.
Clarifications

a.
This is about God's strategic planning session before the foundation of the world.

b.
God's plan precedes his actions Is. 14:24; 46:10

c.
God's glory is the final purpose of the de​cree Rev. 5:13; Rom. 11:33-36

d.
The debate refers to the logical order of the elements of the decree

2.
Basic Question

a.
Did God's decree regarding the fall (lapse) precede or succeed (logically speaking) His decree regarding election?

b.
Did God elect and then permit people to fall so He could elect them, or did He decree to permit the Fall then having permitted this decide to elect some to salvation?

c.
The names refer to whether the plan to elect is above (supra) or below (infra) the plan to permit the fall.

3.
The Three Views

a.
Supralapsarian

(1)
Elect some

(2)
Provide atonement for the elect

(3)
Create

(4)
Permit fall

(5)
Save the elect

b.
Infralapsarian

(1)
Create

(2)
Permit fall

(3)
Elect some

(4)
Provide atonement for elect

(5)
Save the elect

c
Sublapsarian

(1)
Create

(2)
Permit fall

(3)
Provide atonement for all

(4)
Elect some

(5)
Save the elect

4
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What is God's Overarching Purpose in Creating?

III
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Creation

A.
Some Key Passages

1 
Genesis 1
2 
Psalm 33
3 
Nehemiah 9:6
4 
Isaiah 40:12-26
5 
John 1
6 
Colossians 1:16-17
7 
Hebrews 11:3
B.
Elements of a Biblical Theology of Creation

1 
All Things Were Initially Created by God

2 
It Is the Free, Personal Act of the Triune God. "The world was not created unintentionally or out of necessity; it was not automatic emanation or overflowing from God, but the consequence of divine decision to act in love. We should not think of God, the manufacturer or God, the craftsman, but of God, the lover. By voluntary choice God created the world in love, so that there might be besides himself other beings to participate in the life and the love that are his" (Kallistos Ware, The Orthodox Way, 44).

3 
Initial Creation Was ex nihilo
4 
Creation Is Distinct from God (Transcendence)

5 
Creation Is Dependent upon God (Immanence). Existence is always a gift from God, a free gift of his love, a gift that is never taken back, but a gift nonetheless, not something that we possess by our own power.

6 
Creation Is Understood by Faith

7 
Creation Is a Declaration of God's Glory

C.
Evolutionism, Scientific Naturalism (Richard Dawkins; Edward O. Wilson, Stephen Hawking)

1. Everything can be explained by the random application of presently operating natural law

2. The reasonable view was to believe in spontaneous generation; the only alternative, to believe in a single, primary act of supernatural creation. There is no third position. For this reason many scientists a century ago chose to regard the belief in spontaneous generation as a "philosophical necessity." It is a symptom of the philosophical poverty of our time that this necessity is no longer appreciated. Most modern biologists, having reviewed with satisfaction the downfall of the spontaneous generation hypothesis, yet unwilling to accept the alternative belief in special creation, are left with nothing. I think a scientist has no choice but to approach the origin of life through a hypothesis of spontaneous generation. What the controversy reviewed above showed to be untenable is only the belief that living organisms arise spontaneously under present conditions." 

Dr. George Wald, Professor of Biology/Harvard University, Recipient of the 1971 Nobel Prize in Biology “The Origin of Life,” Scientific American, August, 1954), p.46
NOTE: I used to have a supposed quotation from Dr. Wald that is not at all what he said. I put it here in an attempt to correct that error, one that appears often on the web. "When it comes to the origin of life, we have only two possibilities as to how life arose.  One is spontaneous generation arising to evolution; the other is a supernatural creative act of God.  There is no third possibility...Spontaneous generation was scientifically disproved one hundred years ago by Louis Pasteur, Spellanzani, Reddy and others. That leads us scientifically to only one possible conclusion -- that life arose as a supernatural creative act of God...I will not accept that philosophically because I do not want to believe in God.  Therefore, I choose to believe in that which I know is scientifically impossible, spontaneous generation arising to evolution."

2.
“We are forced by our a priori adherence to material causes to create an apparatus of investigation and a set of concepts that produce material explanation.”  He continues to insist that this “materialism is absolute, for we cannot allow a divine foot in the door.” Richard Lewontin, Jan 9, 1997 New York Review of Books
3. Naturalists who pretend to be scientists when they talk about origins, are work from naturalism or materialism which is a philosophy, a world view, really a religion, they don’t ask if life evolved but only try to speculate how it evolved.

4. Their origin story says “We are but selfish genes in a purposeless world, matter becoming conscious, fighting a powerful delusion that we are here for a purpose.” Giberson & Yerxa, Species of Origins) This story is widely rejected.

5. When Richard Dawkins was asked if his view of reality made him depressed, Dawkins replied, "I don't feel depressed about it. But if somebody does, that's their problem. Maybe the logic is deeply pessimistic, the universe is bleak, cold and empty. But so what?"

D.
Evidence?

1.
Darwin’s Finches on the Galapagos Islands

2.
English Peppered Moths

3.
Irreducible Complexity. Michael Behe Darwin’s Black Box
4.
Life never comes from non-life

5.
Information and order do not increase in a system unless there is input intelligent designer.

6.
The fossil record shows kinds of animals appear

a.
suddenly

b.
fully formed 

c.
stable

E.
Four Questions to Ask

1.
Did the universe have a beginning?

2.
Did life on earth arise by chance?

3.
Where did the first animals come from?

4.
Did the homo sapiens come from hominids?

F.
Organic or Animistic World View (Catherine Edwards Sanders, Wicca's Charm)
1.
The universe is a living organism with spiritual force present in everything in this universe. Thus everything is interconnected by the life force, the world soul. This life force manifests as spiritual beings that manipulate the course of world events. These spirits can be influenced by using the ancient magical arts to serve people. Humans possess divine power unlimited by any deity. Consciousness can be altered through the practice of rite and ritual. There is no fundamental difference between an animal and a human, between a forest and a city. All living things are of equal value. 

2.
Magic is the manipulation of objects, substances, spirit entities & minds including humans and demons by word (ritual, incantations, curses, spells, etc.) and objects (charms, amulets, crystals, herbs, potions, wands, candles, etc.).

G. 
Significance of a Creationist World View

1 
Teleology vs. Randomness

2 
Morality

3
Dependence

H.
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Three lies about the relation between religion and science (Rodney Stark, For the Glory of God: How Monotheism Led to Reformations, Science, Witch-Hunts and the End of Slavery (Princeton University Press, 2003). 

1. Lie: Before Columbus's first voyage, people thought the world was flat. Truth: More than 800 years before Columbus's voyage, Bede, the church historian, taught that the earth was round, as did Thomas Aquinas. Sacrobosco's book De Sphaera, written around 1231, was the standard manual for learning elementary astronomy until the Renaissance. The work described a spherical Earth some two centuries before Columbus.

2. Lie: When Copernicus wrote that the Earth revolved around the Sun, his conclusions came out of nowhere. Truth: Copernicus was taught the essential fundamentals leading to his model by his Scholastic professors, that is, Christian scholars who developed the model gradually over the previous two centuries.

3.
Lie: The "scientific revolution" of the seventeenth century invented science as we know it as Christianity lost the power to prevent it. Truth: Three hundred years before Newton, a Scholastic cleric named Jean Buridan anticipated Newton's First Law of Motion, that a body in motion will stay in motion unless otherwise impeded. It was Buridan, not an Enlightenment luminary, who first proposed that Earth turns on its axis. Science only happened in Europe, whose worldview was shaped by Christianity. Many civilizations had alchemy; only Europe developed chemistry. Likewise, astrology was practiced everywhere, but only in Europe did it become astronomy. 

I.
Models of Creation

1 
Young Earth Theories: Genesis 1 days are six, sequential twenty-four-hour days, followed by a twenty-four-hour Sabbath. Stars, moon, earth, trees, animals were created essentially as we see them today. Adam & Eve were created as mature adults. Often associated with flood geology, the theory that dinosaurs were killed, fossils, canyons, mountains were formed by the flood. (Henry Morris, Institute for Creation Research; Ken Hamm, Answers in Genesis)

a.
Some Evidence for a Young Universe/Earth (Humphreys, Creation Matters 4:4 (July, 1999)

(1)
Comets disintegrate in tens of thousands, not billions, of years

(2)
Rivers deposit 25-28 billion tons of sediments onto the ocean floor each year. If the earth is 4.5 billion years old, the sediment layers should be far deeper and the oceans far saltier than they are.

(3)
The earth's magnetic field and rotational velocity decays at a rate that indicates it is only a few tens of thousands of years old.

(4)
The observed rate of radioactive decay would produce all observed helium in a few tens of thousands of years.

2 
Original Creation Destroyed after Satan's Fall and Renewed

a.
Gap Theory (Scofield Reference Bible)

(1)
Gen. 1:1 is original creation that existed for an untold period of time

(2)
Formless & Void in Gen. 1:2 indicates divine judgment (cf. Isa 14:9-14; 24:1-10; Jer. 4:23-26, etc.)

(3)
Gen. 1:2 is God's restoration of the ruined creation
b.
Recreation Theory (Bruce Waltke, Ronald Allen)

(1)
Job 38 speaks of original creation that existed for an untold period of time

(2)
Satan's fall to earth caused its ruin

(3)
Genesis 1 is God's restoration of the ruined creation

3 
Genesis 1 and 2 speak of the preparation of Israel/Eden for human habitation. Genesis 1 & 2 are the record of the God who created the sun, moon, stars, planet earth, plants, animals, etc. in the beginning shaping turning the empty land of Israel into a luxuriant garden for Him to dwell with the first humans, His image bearers. The days are six 24 hour periods of God's working. (John Sailhamer)

4 
Days are in Genesis not in Creation. God inspired Moses to use the metaphor of the Sabbath week to narrate God’s acts of creation. Thus, God’s supernatural creative words or fiats are real and historical but their timing is unspecified. The purpose of the metaphor is to call Adam to imitate God in work, with the promise of entering His Sabbath rest. 

a.
Pictorial Days of Revelation

God revealed His creation to Moses in seven successive days

b.
Literary Structure

	Cycle
	Space
	Filling

	1
	Day - Night
	Sun – Moon

	2
	Heavens-Waters
	Fish-Birds

	3
	Dry Land
	Earth Animals-Humans


5 
Old Earth Theories. The "days" of Genesis 1 are analogies of God’s workdays, setting a pattern for our rhythm of work and rest. They are understood in the same sense as "in that day" of Isaiah 11:10-11.  They represent periods of God’s historical supernatural activity in preparing and populating the earth as a place for humans to live, love, work, and worship. These days are broadly consecutive periods of unspecified length. (Tim Keller, Hugh Ross, Philip Johnson, Michael Behe, William Dembski)

a.
Progressive Creation

(1)
Apocalyptic creative days followed by long periods of "normal" life

(2)
Akin to Punctuated Equilibria

b.
Day-Age Theory

(1)
Each day is akin to a geologic age 

6 
Theistic Evolution: God created mass/energy, space/time, and the laws of nature in the beginning. He providentially guided the natural processes of evolution to produce the universe, life and humanity as we see it today. (Francis Collins, The Language of God) 
IV 
Providence 

A.
Definition

The basic point is that God provides Gen. 22. His love and care extend to the details of our life  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Matt. 10:29-31. 

God working out His plan through the upholding of the creation, cooperation with all second causes, and direction of all things towards His ultimate goal.

B.
Varieties of Providence

NAU And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose. Meticulous providence, script theory
NIV And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose. Ship theory
NRS We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are called according to his purpose. Free will, Arminian
ESV And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called according to his purpose.
1.
Script Theory - Meticulous Providence or Compatiblism (DA Carson, RC Sproul, John Piper, Bruce Ware, Gregg Allison)
a.
God is sovereign meaning He controls all events and decisions

b.
There is no libertarian free will. There is often volitional free will.

c.
All events and decisions are determined by God's decree before the foundation of the world. God causes some events by direct application of His will or power. God allows other events, but only those that He approves because it serves His ultimate purpose. Even “evil” events that are the result of our decisions are "Father-filtered"

d.
God's sovereignty and human responsibility are compatible in God's world

e.
The seeming contradiction exists only in our finite minds.

Every event and decision in history is pre-scripted by God. We are "actors" in the divine drama, doing exactly what He purposed before the foundation of the world. Even in the darkest times, we can trust that God is in control. He is too good to do evil, too wise to make a mistake. 
2.
Middle Knowledge (William Lane Craig, Terry Thiessen)

a.
God is sovereign meaning He controls which world He actualizes

b.
There is libertarian free will

c.
God knows all that could happen (counterfactuals) in all possible worlds.

d.
He chose to actualize the world where free choices accomplish His perfect purpose.

3.
Father-Filtered (Corrie Ten Boom; Rick Warren)

a.
God is sovereign meaning He controls what events and decisions are allowed to happen

b.
There is a limited libertarian free will

c.
God causes some events by direct application of His will or power

d.
God allows other events, but only those that He approves because it serves His ultimate purpose
e.
Even “evil” events that are the result of our decisions are "Father-filtered," pre-approved by God and serving His love
4.
Ship Theory - Active Providence (A. W. Tozer; Many Evangelicals, Gerry Breshears)

a.
God is sovereign meaning He is not accountable to anyone and His plans and purposes cannot be overcome

b.
There is a restricted libertarian free will. Humans have a range of choices, some approved, some against God's will.

c.
God places limits on freedom and evil 

d.
God sometimes interferes in human freedom when He decides to
e.
Some events happen that God does not approve (sin)

f.
God is always actively involved; influencing actions directly and by creating a world where good is reinforced and evil is self-defeating

g.
God limits, frustrates, brings good out of the evil events
5.
Free Will (Most Wesleyan-Arminians; Yancey, C. S. Lewis)

a.
God is sovereign meaning He is not accountable to anyone and His own plans and purposes cannot be overcome

b.
There is libertarian free will

c.
God conserves, cares for and governs His world as a human king rules his subjects

d.
He exerts influence upon humans, but also honors human freedom and responsibility. By His own decision, He does not interfere with free decisions even if they are against His will. To do so would be to turn people into robots.
6.
Openness (Greg Boyd, John Sanders, Clark Pinnock)

a.
God is sovereign meaning He is not accountable to anyone and His own plans and purposes cannot be overcome

b.
There is genuine libertarian free will

c.
God is working along with us in time. He knows all knowable things, but He cannot know in advance the free will decisions of humans. He enjoys discovering wonderful new things as they happen. He gets angry at evil and excited by good. 

d.
He does what He can to influence humans toward good.

C.
Contrasts

1 
Deism:  God ruling merely through laws He established in the past.

2 
Pantheism:  God is essence of the world, and the world is the manifestation of God's activity.

3 
Fatalism:  All things determined in advance by impersonal, capricious fate.

D.
Divisions of Providence

1 
With Whole Universe Job 28-40; Psa. 147-148; Acts 17:28; Rom. 11:36; Col. 1:17-18
2 
With His Own People, i.e., the Church 

3 
With His Individual People

E.
Providence and Evil

1.
The Problem Stated

a.
Hume's Statement

(1)
Is he willing to prevent evil, but not able?  Then he is impotent.

(2)
Is he able, but not willing?  Then he is malevolent.

(3)
Is he both able and willing?  Whence then is evil?

b.
Theological Statement

(1)
God is wholly good.

(2)
God is omnipotent. God never runs out of power to do what He chooses to do

(3)
Evil exists.




c.
Personal Statement

(1)
What do I do when evil is more real than God?

(2)
How can there be so much evil in a world God controls?
2.
Approaches to Resolution

a.
Deny One or More Attributes of God

(1)
God has not the power to prevent all evil.

(2)
God does not want to prevent all evil.

(3)
God does not know how to prevent all evil.

b.
Deny the Reality of Evil

(1)
Evil is an illusion.

(2)
Evil is the result of incomplete evolution.
c.
God Has a Morally Justifiable Reason for Evil

3.
Divine Revelation (Compatibilist Providence: Some Calvinists, Boettner, Dobson, Piper, Sproul).

a.
God has written a plan where He controls everything to the detail. He either causes or gives permission (with a purpose) for every event of history. 

b.
The presence of evil allows God to show His attributes of mercy, grace, justice, wrath, etc. This is the best of all possible worlds for God’s glory: Tapestry Analogy
c.
God is to history as Shakespeare is to Hamlet (Script).
d.
Freedom: Do what we want and what God wants. No contrary choice.

e.
Sovereign: God controls of every detail

f.
Mystery: How God can control every detail and humans still be responsible for evil?

4.
Free Will Defense (Free Will Providence: C. S. Lewis, Philip Yancey, Alvin Plantinga)

a.
God chose to create morally free creatures.  Entailed in this freedom is the possibility of evil.

b.
God cannot also determine that they do only what is right (incompatiblism).

c.
To do so would reduce human to robot and contradict God's intention to create free creatures.

d.
Morally free creatures and the observed amount of evil is more valuable than no freedom and no evil.

e.
This value is seen in freely chosen relationship.

f.
It is within God's power to end evil

g.
God's character is benevolent. He does wish to end evil

h.
To end evil immediately, God would have to eliminate freedom.

i.
God is triumphing over evil without destroying freedom through His program of reconciliation.

5.
Irenaean Defense: (John Hick, Robert Webber; Hugh Ross)

a.
God created the world imperfect but perfectable.

b.
Evil is a part of the process of perfecting humans & humanity, building them for His world.

c.
The final good will eschatologically vindicate all the intermediate evil.

6.
God Allows Some Freedom and Limits, Frustrates, Brings Good out of the Resulting Evil (Active Providence)
a.
God has written a plan where He directs history to its appointed goal. He gives us some partnership in ruling the world.

b. This is broken world where God works His glory

c. God is to history as Captain to ship (mutiny).

d. Freedom: Do what we want within the limits of the ship. Limited contrary choice.

e. Sovereign: God is not accountable to anyone. His plans and purposes cannot be overcome

f. Mystery: How God can control the big picture and not control every detail?

7.
Some Principles for Dealing with Suffering especially from the Active Providence Perspective: 

a.
Evil is the result of the morally significant free actions of God's creatures.

b.
God is loving enough and powerful enough to bring good out of the worst evil.

c.
God "works the night shift" to limit & frustrate evil.

d.
This is not Eden or heaven but a broken world.

e.
Physical calamity like disease usually comes from a broken world though it may come as a consequence of sinful actions of the sufferer or other humans.

f.
The human context of suffering/evil is a place where God's glory can be demonstrated.

g.
I believe in a theology, a theodicy, of protest.  This (evil) is wrong!!

h.
I can trust a God who will die for me.

i.
God is active and involved, choosing to join us in suffering.

j.
God is currently overcoming evil through the mercy of redemption.

k.
God's glory is shown in our faith response, not our circumstances.

l.
If God were to just eliminate evil, He would have to eliminate me! 

m.
Remember that evil is fundamentally irrational.
8.
Good and Evil: 

a.
Imaginary evil, such as portrayed in book, television, and movies, “is romantic and varied; real evil is gloomy, monotonous, barren and boring. Imaginary good is boring; real good is always new, marvelous, intoxicating.” Simon Weil

b.
We owe to Hannah Arendt one of the central insights of our time: the banality of evil. Arendt returned with that verdict after covering the trial of Adolf Eichmann in Jerusalem in 1961. There were the monstrous deeds of Eichmann and the Nazi regime whose work he had done. But there was also the man in the glass booth whom Arendt saw and described: "Medium-sized, slender, middle-aged, with receding hair, ill-fitting teeth, and nearsighted eyes, who throughout the trial keeps craning his scraggy neck toward the bench .  . ." There is a swindle, a disappointment to great evil. It never quite lives up to expectations. The image of Saddam Hussein in captivity was but the latest variation on Arendt's theme. The dazed and scruffy man in the "spider hole" was the very same tyrant who had inflicted unspeakable sorrow on his people, and on the peoples of two neighboring lands. Fouad Ajami, "A Tigris Chronicle," Wall Street Journal, December 18, 2003 

c.
Gary Haugen of the International Justice Mission has said, "Over time I have come to see questions of suffering in the world not so much as questions of God's character, but as questions about the obedience and faith of God's people." God's people must herald God's solution: Jesus Christ, who forgives our evil and graciously enables righteous living possible. Then we can be His agents of mercy and justice in this broken world until He comes to divide the weeds from the wheat (Matt. 13:24-30). 

F. Finding the Will of God 

1. Cultivate a Christlike heart Luke 11:28; John 14:15, 21, 31; 15:10, 12, 17; 1 John 5:1-3
a. Love God with everything I am Mark 12:30-31
b. Be the most Christlike person I can possibly be Ex. 34:6-7; Rom. 12:1-2; Eph. 4:24ff; Phil. 2:1-5; Col. 3:10-15; 2 Pet. 2:1-11 
c. Pray that He will reveal anything which keeps me from obeying His will Psa. 139:23-24
2. Listen carefully to God's Word Psa. 19:7-11; 119:97-104, 130; Rom. 15:4; Eph. 4:11-16; 2 Tim. 3:16-17
a. Follow the moral guidelines He reveals in Scripture

b. This includes “larger” issues like reaching out to lost folk or using my gifts for His service.

3. Live and act wisely Psa 37:28-31; Proverbs; 1 Cor 10:23; Eph. 5:8-15
a. Seek wise counsel Prov. 1:5; 11:14; 12:14; 13:10; 15:22; 19:20; 20:18; 27:9

b. Does this make sense Ezra 7:18; Jos. 9:25; 1 Sam. 1:23; 2 Sam. 18:4; 1 Chron. 13:2; 2 Chron. 30:23; Acts 15:22; 20:16?

c. Is this in line with who I am 1 Sam. 17:39?

d. Have I considered all the possibilities?

e. Have I really counted the costs and benefits, including impact on other people?

f. Is this in line with other commitments I have made?

4. Inquire of God, allowing for divine intervention Gen. 25:22; 1 Sam. 9:9; Acts 16:7; 18:21; Rom. 1:10; Jas. 4:13-17 
a. God often speaks through others 1 Cor. 14:3-4, 26; 1 Thess. 5:11

b. Test the spirits Matt. 7:15-16; 1 Thess 5:19-21; 1 John 4:1-4; 2 Pet 2:1

i. Consistent with Word of God Deut. 13:1-11; 18:20; 1 Kings 13:15-18?

ii. Consistent with godly character and wisdom Jer. 23:9-40; Micah 3:5-10?

5. Do what will make you most deeply happy 2 Sam. 23:5; Ps. 37:4; 1 Cor 7:19, 39; 8:8; 10:23, 25, 27
Remember: The biblical emphasis is not on finding God's hidden will but on obeying God's revealed will.

G.
Providence and Prayer

1.
Various Views

n.
"Reflection and action."

o.
"Ecstatic experience of ground of being."  Tillich 

p.
Conforming my will to God's will.

d.
Request to a responsive God.

2.
Types of Prayer

q.
Thanksgiving: Joyful acknowledgement to God for His gifts 1 Thess. 5:20
r.
Praise: Joyful acknowledgement of God's greatness Psa. 145
s.
Complaint: Painful crying out to God in the midst of suffering Psa. 10;13; Hab. 1:2-4

d.
Petition: Faithful requests to God for His provision Matt. 7:7-8; John 16:24; Phil. 4:6-7; Jas. 4:2-3; 1 John 3:22-24
e.
Intercession: Faithful requests to God on behalf of another greatness Eph. 6:18-19; Jas. 5:16; 1 Tim. 2:1
3.
Misunderstandings

t.
Magic Jn. 14:13
u.
Foreknowledge Matt. 6:8
v.
Determinative

4.
Does God respond to our prayer?

w.
Ex. 32:14
x.
1 Sam. 1

c.
2 Kings 19:20; 20:5
d.
Dan. 2:17-23

e.
Acts 12:5ff
d.
Jas 5:16-18

5.
Unanswered Prayer

y.
Not in God's will Matt. 26:37-44; John 16:23-24; 1 John 5:14
z.
Bad motives Jas. 4:3

c.
Bad relations with others Matt. 5:23-24; 1 Pet. 5:7

d.
Harboring sin Psa. 66:18; Prov. 21:13; 28:19; Isa. 1:15; Micah 3:4
e.
I don't know Deut. 29:29; Isa 40:13

H.
Providence, Freedom and Responsibility

I.
Providence and Hope

