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Note: These are outlines that I use in my classes. You are welcome to use them in any way that honors the Lord Jesus Christ. If you have comments at any point, I'd welcome them. 

The original language fonts used in these notes are available for free from www.Bibleworks.com. You can download them and install them so you can see the original language stuff in Greek and Hebrew fonts. 

I.
Revelation in General

A.
Definition

1.
Informally:  Making known something otherwise un​known.

2.
Divine Revelation in General: The personal act of God whereby He makes Himself known to humans (angelic beings?) so that they can come into personal relationship with Him.

B.
Necessity of Revelation

1.
Ultimately:  Without self-disclosure personal relationship is impossible.

2.
Soteriologically:  Sin has broken our relation​ship.  God's redemptive purposes and actions must be communicated.

C.
Purpose of Revelation 

1.
Meet People in Their Place of Need?

2.
Reveal God's Glory?

3.
Bring People to Know, Honor & Serve YHWH?

4.
Bring People to Glorify God & Enjoy Him Forever?

D.
Possibility of Revelation

1.
God

a.
Personal and self-aware

b.
Active self-revelation
2.
Man

a.
Personal and self-aware

b.
Created in God's image with capabilities of knowing, serving, and honoring God. We are created for relationship with God.
E.
Types of Revelation

	
	GENERAL
	SPECIAL

	GOD
	Creator
	Redeemer

	MAN
	Created
	Sinner 

	MEANS
	Creation Conscience sense of God’s reality
Providence?
	Bible, Jesus, Prophecy, Angels, Church, Spirit of truth in His people, dreams, visions, direct speech

	PRES​ENT 

CON​TE​NT
	Existence, wisdom, creativity, love, goodness, righteousness,  wrath, power, divine nature, kindness, grace? 
	Messiah 

	FOCUS
	
	

	RESULT
	condemnation
	redemption


1.
General Revelation

The personal act of God by which he makes Himself known through His creation, providence history ​and conscience to humanity in general so that they might come into relationship with Him.

2.
Special Revelation

The personal act of God by which He makes Himself known by His redemptive word-work to many people so that they might come into relationship with Him.

3.
Unity of Revelation

a.
Same Active Subject: God

b.
Same Mediating Agent: Christ

c.
Same Communicating Agent: Spirit

d.
Same Fundamental Purpose: Know, Honor, and Serve God

F.
Views of General Revelation

1.
Thomistic

a.
One may reason from creation and one's self and conclude that God exists. (Traditional Roman Catholics, Geisler)

b.
Thomas' five ways based on cause & effect

c.
"Natural theol​ogy"

(1)
Knowledge of God by reason apart from special revelation.

(2)
General revelation is God revealing Himself to humanity. Natural theology is humanity reasoning to God.

(3)
Basic truths discoverable by natural theology apart from any special revelation:

(a)
Existence of God

(b)
Immortality of the Soul

(c)
Natural Ethic (law, morality)
2.
Reformed

God reveals Himself in creation but the unsaved person's eyes are so blinded by sin that he/she is unwill​ing and unable to see God.  (Van Til, Frame, Berkouwer)

3.
Evangelical

God reveals Himself in creation and conscience. All see and know God but because of sin suppress and distort that knowledge. (Carnell, Henry, McDowell)

4.
Questions

a.
Is There General Revelation?

b.
Is There Natural Theology?

c.
What is Revealed?

d.
What is the Resulting Knowledge especially in unredeemed persons?

e.
What is the Response?

	
	General Revelation?
	Natural Theology?
	Know God?
	Result?

	Thomism
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Go to church

	Reformed
	Yes
	No
	No
	Condemn

	Evangelical
	Yes
	No
	Yes
	Reject condemn


G.
Biblical Data

1.
Romans 1:18-32
18.
Suppress truth    Wrath

Cannot suppress what they do not have

19.
Keep on making it plain in and among them despite their sin
20.
Invisible is clearly seen in creation

Power and deity

21.
Knew but rejected
2.
Psalm 19:1-3
1. Heavens show glorious work of His hands

3. 
There is no speech or language where their voice is not heard. 

    
They have no speech, there are no words; no sound is heard from them

1-6 about God, 7-15 is about YHWH

Context of writing is David, a man of faith

The heavens declare thy glory, Lord;

    In every star they wisdom shines;

But when our eyes behold thy word,

   We read thy name in fairer lines
Isaac Watts

The spacious firmament on high,

With all the blue ethereal sky,

And spangled heavens, a shining frame

Their great Original proclaim.

Th’unwearied sun, from day to day,

Does his Creator’s powers display,

And publishes to every land

The work of an Almighty Hand.

Soon as the evening shades prevail

The moon takes up the wondrous tale,

And nightly to the listening earth

Repeats the story of her birth;

While all the stars that round her burn

And all the planets in their turn,

Confirm the tidings as they roll,

And spread the truth from pole to pole.

What though in solemn silence all

Move round the dark terrestrial ball?

What though no real voice nor sound

Amid the radiant orbs be found?

In reason’s ear they all rejoice,

And utter forth a glorious voice,

Forever singing as they shine,

“The hand that made us is divine.”

Joseph Addison

3.
Acts 14:14-18
a.
Appeals to a Creator he expects them to know

b.
Appeals to providential working 

c.
This knowledge is a point of contact for the gospel
4.
Acts 17:22-31
a.
Religious

b.
"Unknown God"

c.
Begins with appeal to Creator

d.
Sense of God's nearness

e.
But still idolatry
5.
Romans 2:14-16
a.
Gentiles by nature know and do some of the deeds of the Law

b.
Result is condemnation
6.
Galatians 4:8
7.
1 Corinthians 1:21
8.
1 Thessalonians 4:5
H.
Data of Experience

I.
Evaluating the Views

J.
Developing the Evangelical View

1.
Purpose

2.
Content

3.
Means

4.
Resulting Knowledge

K.
Significance

Karl Rahner created the term "anonymous Christian" to describe his conviction that every single human is a recipient of grace and therefore explicitly or implicitly a member of the Christian church. Many people hold this sort of universalism, arguing that God has or will communicate His grace clearly to people and they will realize the reality of His love and respond.

Others believe that God has revealed some of Himself to all people, but not enough that sinners can overcome their sin and respond. So apart from God's effectual calling to the elect, no one will respond. Nonetheless, they are accountable for their failure see God and stand justly condemned.

1.
Judgment of Non-Christians

a.
General revelation is real and universal
b.
Sinners know God because God made Himself known to them
c.
Sinners generally reject God, worship and serve other gods
d.
Inexcusable when they do 
2.
Truth and Response in Non-Chris​tian Reli​gions

a.
Explains existence of religions

b.
Explains true elements in them

c.
Explains God's universal condemna​tion.
3.
Questions about Salvation through General Revelation (GR)

a.
Will the one who rejects GR be condemned for that rejection? Yes. Romans 1 is quite clear about that.
b.
Will they have an excuse that GR was insufficient? The problem isn't GR, but our sin. GR is a revelation of grace and goodness to which people can respond. Those who reject it are guilty of rejecting God's grace.
c.
Where's the problem that leads to condemnation? It's in us.
d.
Is GR sufficient to save sinners? No. It doesn't speak of Jesus. But it is a revelation of grace to which people can respond.
e.
Does anyone respond properly to GR? Romans 2:4-10 makes clear that those who respond to God's invitation will get eternal life, through additional revelation from some means.
f.
Is GR sufficient to overcome human sin? I don't think so. But if anyone responds to GR, God will help them take the next step.
g.
What is God's purpose in continuing GR? God is actively pursuing all people through general revelation and through His drawing.
h.
Can a sincere Buddhist be saved? People pursue their own gods in place of YHWH who keeps making Himself known to them. They are dead in their sinful allegiance to other gods. Ex. 20:3-6; Deut. 8:19; 13:1-13; 28:36, 64; 2 Kings 17:35-38; Rom. 10:9-18. 

i.
Can a person be saved apart from knowing Jesus? No. There is only one way to the Father, salvation by grace alone through faith alone. But there are many ways to Jesus. Luke 24:46-47; Acts 4:12; 26:17-18; Rom. 1:5; 10:13ff; 16:25-26; 2 Tim. 4:17; Tit. 1:1-3
4.
Integration of Science and Theology

Explains existence of truth in sci​ence, secu​lar history, morality, law, family, nation. art, philosophy, eth​ics, aesthetics, etc.

II.
Special Revelation

A.
In special revela​tion, God re​veals Him​self as the reconciler, who is gracious​ly and per​sonally restor​ing His sin-alien​ated cre​ation to fellow​ship with Him​self. Special revelation is not uniquely about grace, but about Messiah.
B.
Purpose of Special Revelation

1.
To Rejoice in the Manifestation of His Virtues

2.
To Renew and Restore Fellowship with Sinners

C.
Views

1.
Liberal (Schleiermacher, Bultmann)

a.
God speaks in the spirit & conscience of all people

b.
Prophets are people with unique insight into divine realities

c.
Bible is a response to revelation that comes in many forms, a record of the religious insights of peoples and cultures.
2.
Neo-Orthodox (Bloesch, Barth, Baillie)

a.
Revelation comes through non-verbal, per​sonal encounter.

b.
Prophets are people whom God has encountered in extraordinary ways who are able to draw others into the reality of the encounter.

c.
Bible is the result of people attempting to describe the encounter.
3.
Historical (G. Ernest Wright)

a.
God works in history to reveal His presence and power.

b.
Prophets are people who are able to see what God is doing.

c.
Bible is one important record of what God has done.
4.
Textual (Sailhamer, Bancroft)

a.
Revelation comes through words, i.e. the Bible.

b.
Prophets are people to whom God has revealed truth about Himself.

c.
Properly speaking, revelation is written and not simply verbal.
5.
Work -- Word (Ladd, Erickson)

a.
Revelation is always the con​scious, per​sonal act of God. God reveals Himself and His truth through a combination of divine events in history and prophetic words interpreting those mighty ac​tions in histo​ry.

b.
Prophets are people to whom God has revealed His interpretation of the events.

c.
Bible is the written inspired interpretation of His mighty acts.
What is the view of Special Revelation?

"It is the record of God’s revelation in history and His Lordship over history.  It testifies both to Israel’s response and to her failure to respond.  It witnesses God’s holiness, which separates Him from men, and His gracious love which binds Him to them on His terms."

David Hubbard, “Pentateuch,” New Bible Dictionary, p. 964 


Scripture centers on and enfolds Christ, who can be known definitively only through its medium.  Scripture, which rightly interpreted, leads to Christ; Christ can be known properly only through Scripture. . . .


Despite its high view of Scripture, evangelicalism has resisted the temptation to identify the text of Scripture itself with revelation.  Scripture is regarded as a channel through which God’s self-revelation in Jesus Christ is encountered.  Although it is a bearer of that self-revelation in Christ, it is not to be identified directly with that self-revelation.  Scripture is not Jesus Christ.  Yet as Kuyper so aptly put it, we cannot encounter Christ in any form other than that which we find in Scripture.  Faith accepts Scripture as a testimony to Christ, and submits to Christ as the one of whom Scripture speaks.  Christ is therefore known only as he is proclaimed in Scripture, and subsequently through the obedient and responsible proclamation of the Christian church. . . . Yet the evangelical understanding of the authority of Scripture focuses particularly on the person and work of Jesus Christ.

Alistair McGrath, A Passion for Truth, p. 54

. . . the Bible is a trustworthy record of God’s speaking in the past.  Therefore it provides an absolutely sure criterion by which we can test the church’s proclamation of the word of God in the present. . . . The Bible is a divinely appointed channel, a mirror, or a visible sign of revelation. . . . Under the guiding hand of the Spirit the community of faith sought to understand the ongoing work of God in the world in light of the earlier divine self-disclosure and the oral and written traditions that the earlier events had called forth.

Stan Grenz, Theology for the Community of God, pp. 514-515

What does it mean to affirm that the Bible is inerrant?

The term 'inerrancy' "provides a vehicle for expressing our high regard for the Bible as the Spirit's instrumentality.  As Clark Pinnock declared, the term is a reminder of the command to take 'the whole Bible seriously as the word of God.'  Hence, inerrancy is a theological affirmation of the Bible as totally trustworthy. It demands that we approach the text humbly, open to being taught by the Spirit as to how we can be God’s people. . . .


In declaring the trustworthiness of the Bible, therefore, we must keep in mind that it is ultimately, not the book itself which we are affirming.  Rather, we are confessing our faith in the Spirit who speaks in his revelatory message to us through the pages of Scripture.  In declaring its infallibility and inerrancy, we are actually affirming the trustworthiness of the Spirit whose vehicle the Bible is.

Stan Grenz, Theology for the Community of God, pp. 523-524

Inerrancy means having "an advance commitment to receive as truth from God all that Scripture is found on inspection actually to teach."

J. I. Packer, "Hermeneutics and Biblical Authority," Themelios, 1 (1975):11

D.
Divine Acts and Divine Speech

1.
Revelation as events

a.
Mighty acts

(1)
Exodus   (Deut. 7:18-19)

(2)
Wilderness, land (Psalm 105)

(3)
Daniel and the lions (Dan. 6:26-27)

b.
Miracles

(1) 
Moses  (Deut. 34:11-12)

(2)
Jesus  (Luke 19:37)

(3)
Apostles  (2 Cor. 12:12)

(4)
In general  (Heb. 2:3-4)

2.
Revelation as word

a.
Direct Speech

(1)
Adam & Eve (Gen. 3:8-19)

(2)
Moses (Ex. 19:9-10)

(3)
Samuel (1 Sam. 3:4ff)

(4)
Jesus (Matt. 3:17)

b.
Dreams

(1)
Jacob (Gen. 28)

(2)
Joseph (Matt. 1:20ff)

c.
Visions

(1)
Isaiah (1:1; 2:1; 6:1)

(2)
Daniel (7:2,7; 8:1-2)

(3)
Zechariah (1:8ff)

(4)
Paul (2 Cor. 12:1ff)

(5)
John (Rev. 4:1ff)

d.
Angelic visits

(1)
Daniel (9:20-27)

(2)
Mary (Luke 1:11-20)

e.
Theophanies


Angel of Yahweh Gen. 16:7; 22:11ff; 31:11ff; Ex. 3-4; Joshua 6:11ff
3.
Unity of deed and word

a.
Deeds manifest God's reality and confirm the words.

b.
Words proclaim and explain the deeds.

c.
In Christ the unity is most clear.
E.
Living Word and Written Word

1.
Jesus, the Incarnate Word John 1:14,18
2.
Scripture, the written Word John 20:30-31; 2 Tim. 3:15-17
F.
Extent of Revelation

1.
To all people?

2.
In all times?

3.
All of God?
a.
Revelation is not and cannot be exhaus​tive

b.
Finitum non est capax infiniti
(1)
Job 38-42

(2)
John 1:18

(3)
1 Cor. 13:12
G.
Truth in Revelation

1.
Dimensions of Truth (Nicole, "The Biblical Concept of Truth")
a.
Faithfulness
b.
Factuality
c.
Completeness.

d.
Related to the three dimensions of knowledge:
1)
Factual

2)
Relational
3)
Transformational
2.
Revelation Is Analogical
a.
True so far as it goes

b.
Analogies have a univocal element of direct comparison

c.
Have both similar and dissimilar elements.

d.
"Jesus is the eternal son of God"
3.
Revelation conveys true knowledge because it 

a.
comes from God

b.
via means created & chosen by God

c.
to persons created by God in God's image

d.
who are illumined by God's Spirit.
H.
Propositional Revelation

1.
Is human language an adequate vehicle for divine revelation?

2.
Is language a result of evolutionary development or divine creation?

a.
Proposition: Statements conveying objective truth

b.
Propositional Revelation ‑ God is making a propositional statement about His own character.

(1)
"God is love."

(a)
Speaking of God's attributes (essence)

(b)
God's actions (function)

(c)
One's own feelings about (or response to) God?

(2)
"moderates" would say that sentence is a statement of how God acts.  We don't know anything about God's character and cannot.

(3)
Liberals would say the sentence is a statement of my experience. I experience God in such a way that I respond to Him as a loving being.  I'm saying nothing about Him or His actions.  In fact, I cannot.  I can only describe my feelings.  Religion is psychologized so God is a projection of our own feelings.  Because of our insecurities we create a God to protect us from the threat of nature (Freud).

(4)
Evangelicals would say this is a statement of God's character which He reveals to us using the analogy of human love which He created and commanded so we could understand His love for us both in character and action.

I.
Revelation is authoritative exactly because of its divine origin and truth.

