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I. Why Study the Spirit’s Work?

A. We expect things that God does not promise.

B. We don't ask for things that God will give only to those who ask.

C. We may take credit to ourselves for things of God.

II. Historical Development 

A. Patristic: The Father is unknown and unapproachable. He has his Logos and his Spirit by which he relates to the world in creation and redemption. Trinity is basically economic, speaking of what God does rather than what God is.
1. Modalism: Father, Son and Spirit are three names referring to successive characters under which God appears in history. Over-emphasized the unity of the Trinity. Judged heretical.

2. Arianism: The Son (and the Spirit) is a creation, and therefore of infinitely different substance from the Father, who alone is truly God. Over-emphasized the differences in the Trinity. Judged heretical.
B. Constantinople (381): "[We believe] in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Life-giver, who proceeds from the Father, who is worshipped and glorified together with the Father and the Son . . ." Note that homoousios is not used of the Spirit, meaning that the Spirit's full deity is still not clearly affirmed. There is no statement of relation between the Son and the Spirit.
C. Augustine: The Spirit is the mutual bond of love between the Father and the Son. The persons of the Trinity are constituted by relationship rather than attribute. Justification is understood as a pneumatological work where people are made righteous at baptism and that righteousness is nurtured through sacramental life. The authority of God comes through the church, its bishops and councils.
D. Spiritualists/Pietists: The Spirit begins with the written Word which leads to the deeper experience of the inner Word, the direct voice of the Spirit. The Christian life is one of warm inner experience of the life giving Spirit.
E. Luther: The Spirit comes to us through the written and preached Word and Sacrament and in no other way. Justification is the key soteriological work. It is purely objective, by imputation, by grace alone through faith alone. The authority of God comes through the written Word witnessed to by the Spirit.
F. Calvin: He largely agrees with Luther, but adds the Spirit-effected mystical union with Christ which creates faith in the sinner and begins a life of holiness.
G. Liberalism: Trinity is largely dismissed as a useful concept. Drawing from the concept of the spirit as the principle of vitality in creation and especially in humanity, the Spirit is identified with the human spirit where God is found in human religious, moral and spiritual sensibilities, especially the deepest feelings of the community or individual. The authority of God comes through the religious intuitions of spiritually sensitive people expressed ethically.
H. Pentecostal/Charismatic: A conservative view of Trinity is combined with a strongly experiential affirmation of the gift and the gifts of the Spirit, resulting in an immediacy of God's person, presence and power. There is childlike reliance on the Spirit as opposed to the more ordered ecclesial life with emphasis on ministerial office, Word and sacrament. Spirit baptism, following conversion, is the central work of God in the believer. Authority comes through direct revelation to the individual and the community which goes well beyond, but never contradicts the Bible. 
I. World Spirit: The Spirit, the divine principle in all life, comes in the experience of the transcendent that leads to transformation of self into a dynamic life in unity with all things in God.
III. Personhood of the Spirit

A. Arguments against

1. Old Testament sees the Spirit as YHWH’s power in action for His people.

2. Contradicts the oneness of God Deut. 6:4
3. Pneu/ma is neuter in Greek (c.f., Rom. 8:16, 26 in KJV, Spirit itself)

4. Associated figures are impersonal: wind, dove, water, new wine, oil, etc.

5. Nowhere in the Bible does anyone (human, angel or God) speak with the Spirit.

B. Arguments for

1. Bible uses personal, masculine, pronouns to refer to the Spirit, a neuter noun, going against the grammar John 14:26; 15:26; 16:13-14; Eph. 1:14. This indicates clearly that John thought of the Spirit as a person.
2. He is para,klhtoj, helper,  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1comforter, strengthener, counselor, supporter, advisor, advocate, ally. This word only applies to persons, never things. John 14:16; 26; 15:26; 16:7, c.f., 1 John 2:1
3. Spirit is a;lloj, (another of the same kind), not e[teroj, (another of a different kind) with Jesus John 14:16; 16:7
4. He does personal works
a. Teaches and  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1reminds John 14:26; 1 Cor. 2:13
b. Bears witness John 15:26
c. Guides, hears and speaks John 16:13 

d. Glorifies Jesus and discloses Him John 16:14
e. Has a mind Rom. 8:27
f. Knows, has a will 1 Cor. 2:11
g. Loves Rom. 15:30
h. Can be grieved Eph. 4:30; Isa. 63:10
i. Cries out Gal. 4:6
j. Leads and witnesses Rom. 8:16
k. Shows Heb. 9:8
l. Speaks Rev. 22:17
IV. Full deity of the Spirit

A. Filioque controversy: Does the Spirit proceed from the Father and the Son or only from the Father? Some would have accepted through the Son (cf. 1 Cor. 8:5) but and the Son subverts the primacy of the Father and the "secondness" of the Son. It is only from the Father in John 15:26. The Eastern Church insisted that only the Father was fountain, root of deity
B. But the real issue is who gets to control the definition of doctrine. Eastern Church folk reacted strongly when the Pope in Rome added filoque to the definition of an ecumenical council without involving them.
C. Interchangeable use with “God” Luke 1:35; Acts 5:3,4; 1 Cor. 3:16-17; 6:19-20
D. Equal treatment in Trinity statements Matt 28:19; 1 Cor. 12:4-6; 2 Cor. 13:13; Eph. 4:4-6; Heb. 9:14; 1 Pet. 1:1-2; Jude 20-21
E. Does divine works

1. Knows the thoughts of God 1 Cor. 2:10-11 cf. Rom. 11:33-34
2. Regeneration Tit. 3:5
V. Work of the Spirit In Redemptive History

A. In the Old Testament

1. The Creator Spirit Gen. 1:2; Job 26:13; Ps. 33:6; 104:30
2. The Empowering Spirit

a. Moses & the Seventy Elders Num 11:17, 25-28
b. Gideon: Jdg 6:11-12, 34
c. Samson Jdg 13:24_25; 14:6
d. Joshua Num 27:18; Deut 34:9
e. Saul 1 Sam. 10:1, 6
f. David 1 Sam. 16:13
3. Spirit of Prophecy

a. Balaam Num. 24:2
b. Saul 1 Sam. 10:10-11
c. Messengers 1 Sam 19:20-24
d. Elisha 2 Kings 2:9-15
e. Prophets Neh. 9:30; Zech 7:12
f. Ezekiel Ezek. 2:2-8; 3:24-27
g. Amos Amos 7:14
4. The Coming Spirit

a. The Coming Prophet Deut. 18:15, 18
b. Messiah Isa 11:2; 42:1; 48:16; 59:21; 61:1
c. All People Isa 32:15; 44:3; Ezek. 36:27; 37:14; 39:29; Joel 2:28; Zech 12:10
5. OT Understanding: The Spirit is the personal God, YHWH, powerfully in action for the benefit of His people.

B. In the Life of Jesus

1. Conceived Matt. 1:18, 20; Luke 1:35
2. Leading Matt. 4:1; Mark 1:12; Luke 4:1; Acts 1:2
3. Empowered Luke 4:1, 14, 18; Acts 10:38
4. Cast out Demons Matt. 12:28
5. Rejoicing Luke 10:21
C. In the Beginning of the Church

1. Baptized (Filled) Acts 1:5, 8; 2:4
2. Directed Acts 8:29; 10:19; 13:1-4; 16:6
VI. In Unbelievers

A. Common Grace

1. Elements

a. Restraint of Sin

b. Preservation of Righteousness

c. Postponement of Judgment

2. Means

a. Government, Family, Conscience

b. Church, Gospel, Bible

3. Christianity as Salt, Counter-Culture

B. Conviction of Sin John 16:8-11; Acts 7:51
VII. Contemporary Understandings of The Spirit’s Work

A. Pentecostal

1. 
Historical Highlights

a. January 1, 1901: Agnes Ozman is baptized in the Spirit and speaks in tongues at Charles Parham's Bethel Bible School, Topeka, Kansas

b. 1904-5: Welsh Revival

c. 1906-9: Azusa Street Outpouring under William J. Seymour

d. 1914: Assemblies of God

e. 1916: Trinitarian and Oneness Split

f. 1927: International Church of the Foursquare Gospel (Savior, Baptizer, Healer and Coming King) – Aimee Semple McPherson – Split from Assemblies

g. 1928: Open Bible Church Splits from Four Square

h. 1948: Latter Rain Movement

i. 1950: Full Gospel Businessmen's Fellowship

2. Theological Distinctives

a. Baptism of the Holy Spirit is a Second (or Third) Work of God in the Believer


(1) Evidenced by Speaking in Tongues (glossalilia, speaking unknown human languages)

(2) Empowerment for Service

b. All Gifts (Charismata) Experienced in Normal Church Life

c. Proclaim the Gospel to the World

3. Sociological Distinc​tives

a. Separatistic (define yourself by what you are against and with whom you disagree) in Both Doctrine and Life

b. Fundamentalistic Doctrine

c. Low Socio-economic Class

d. Anti-education

e. Expressive Worship

(1) Mass Prayer in Tongues

(2) Slain in the Spirit

(3) Frenzied Spiritual Dance

(4) Casting out Demons

4. Some Major Denominations

a. Assemblies of God

b. The Church of God in Christ

c. The International Church of the Four Square Gospel

d. United Pentecostal Church

e. Pentecostal Holiness Church

B. Charismatic

1. Historical Highlights

a. April 3, 1960 Dennis & Rita Bennett's Testimony, St. Mark's Episcopal Parish, Van Nuys, CA

b. 1960: Bennett Moves to St. Luke’s, Seattle

c. 1967: Roman Catholic Charismatic Movement

d. 1971: Chuck Smith, Calvary Chapel, “Jesus People”

e. 1973: TBN

2. Theological Distinctives

a. Baptism in the Holy Spirit is a Second Work of God in the Believer

(1) Evidenced by Release of the Gifts

(2) Tongues as Spiritual Prayer Language

(3) Empowerment for Service

b. All Gifts (Charismata) Experienced in Normal Church Life

c. Church Renewal

3. Sociological Distinctives

a. Remained in Denominations & Culture

b. Evangelical Doctrine

c. Middle & Upper Socio-Economic Class

d. Valued Education

e. Personal Awareness of the Immediacy of God

(1) Clear Divine Guidance

(2) Personal Communion with God

(3) Evangelism Based on Personal Experience

f. Praise & Worship 

(1) Private Use of Tongues

(2) Words of Knowledge

(3) Praise Choruses

C. Subsequent Movements

1. Vineyard Christian Fellowship (1980)

a. John Wimber

b. Power Evangelism:  Signs & Wonders such as Physical Healing & Casting Out Demons Evidence The Presence of the King​dom of God

c. Rediscovery of Prophecy & Purity

d. Spirit Baptism at Conversion

e. Tongues neither evidence of Spirit baptism nor particularly important

f. Three Part Service

(1) People Ministering Spontaneous Worship to God

(2) God Ministering to the People in Devotional Exposition of the Word and Prophecy

(3) People Ministering to Each Other Through Prayer and the Gifts of the Spirit

2. Toronto Blessing (1994)

a. John Arnott

b. “Laughing Revival”

c. An Oasis to Drink New Wine

d. The Presence of the Spirit is Evidenced by Physical Manifestations

(1) Holy Laughter

(2) Shaking

(3) Bouncing (Pogoing)

(4) Animal Sounds

(5) Drunk in the Spirit

(6) Falling

e. Freedom comes when we allow God to move us even to physical exuberance.

3. Pensacola Outpouring (1995)

a. Brownsville Assembly of God

b. John Kilpatrick

c. Emphasis on Conversion, Repentance & Renewal

d. Dramatic Manifestations of God’s Presence

4. Wheaton (1995)

a. Renewal Focused on Public Confession, Repentance and Service

b. Freedom Comes When We Break Down Isolation Sin Puts Us In.  

c. Tends to Reverent Quietness  

The Spirit’s Areas of Mission 

D. Bold Witness of Jesus, YHWH saves

E. New Life & Growth in Holiness

F. Service & Fellowship 

G. Worship

VIII. In the Christian

A. Words to Describe the Spirit’s Work

1. Baptize bapti,zw Matt. 3:11; Acts 1:5; 11:16; 1 Cor 12:13
2. Clothed with Power evndu,w Luke 24:49
3. Come On, evpe,rcomai Luke 1:35; Acts 1:8; 8:16
4. Fall On evpipi,ptw  Acts10:44; 11:15; 19:6
5. Poured Out evkce,w Acts 2:17, 18, 33; 10:45; Tit. 3:6
6. Receive lamba,nw John 7:39; 20:22; Acts 2:33, 38; 8:15, 17, 19; 10:47; 19:2; Rom 8:15; 1 Cor. 2:12; Gal. 3:2, 14
7. Filled with pi,mplhmi Luke 1:15, 41; 67; Acts 2:4; 4:8, 31; 9:17; 13:9
8. Full of plh,rhj Luke 4:1; Acts 6:3, 5; 6:8; 7:55; 11:24
9. Be Filled with plhro,w, Eph. 5:18
B. Indwelling: Fulfillment of New Covenant 
1.
Ezek 36:27

2.
Joel 2:28-29

3.
John 14:16-17

4.
Rom. 8:9-14 

5.
1 Cor. 3:16 

6.
1 Cor. 6:19; 2 Cor. 6:16

7.
Eph. 2:22

8.
2 Tim. 1:14

9. 1 John 2:27

C. Spirit Baptism

1. Some Evangelicals = Second Work of Grace

a. Definition

The Baptism of the Holy Ghost is a definite experience, subsequent to salvation, whereby the Third Person of the Godhead comes upon the believer to anoint and energize him for special service. Foundations of Pentecostal Theology, 307.  

The baptism is not something to have, but something to use.  It is not the height of spiritual experience, but one of the tremendously essential foundations for further development and service. (306-307).

The Baptism with the Holy Ghost was given once and for all, as far as the Church in general is concerned – He was made available.  The gift of eternal life was offered once and for all at Calvary.  But to suggest that every believer is filled with the Spirit is like asserting that every creature is saved for eternity.  There must be definite, individual acceptance and experience of each. (307)

b. Fourfold Purpose and Necessity of the Baptism

(1) Power for service (parallel to Luke 4:18; Acts 10:38)

(2) Power for spiritual warfare

(3) Power for "overflow" blessing to others John 7:37-39
(4) Power for ability, the God-given ability to do God-given tasks and to carry out God-given commissions.  Ability to follow God, to exalt Jesus, love as Jesus loved, preach with power, exercise spiritual gifts, suffer persecution, live a holy life.

2. Some Evangelicals = One Aspect of Conversion

a. Definition


The Holy Spirit comes to indwell every person at conversion, uniting them to the Body of Christ, beginning the work of assurance, gifting, fruit bearing.  Subsequent to the initial baptism, there is the continual experience of the filling of the Spirit, which is a work of empowerment for transformation and service.  Being filled with the Spirit, the fruit of the Spirit, etc., is the result of living out the reality of being baptized with the Spirit.  These are not second blessings, but an actualization of what we have already received in conversion.

It is confusing to call this second work of the Spirit a baptism, for that term is associated with the first experience at conversion.

The point is that there is the promise of the Spirit who will be present, give power and new life, fruit, gifts, uniting into Christian fellowship, empowering worship, prompting witness, guaranteeing our inheritance and raising us immortal.  There is also the gift of the Spirit that comes with incorporation into Christ.  The question is whether these are at the same time or not.

Practically speaking, the question is whether we should expect and seek a second distinct work of grace from God or whether the power we need comes at the time we become a Christian.  It can come out in such areas as security (when are we sealed?), signs of power (all must speak in tongues or receive some sign gift), etc.

3. Scriptural Study

a. New Covenant Passages:  Ezek 36:25ff; --Joel 2:28ff
b. Matt. 3:11 and parallels; John 1:29, 33
bapti,zw baptized
c. John 7:37-39
lamba,nw receive
d. Acts 1:5, 8
bapti,zw baptized
evpe,rcomai comes on
e. Acts 2:4-36 First Group 

plhro,w filled
pi,mplhmi filled
f. Acts 2:37-42 Second Group
lamba,nw receive
g. Acts 4:31 Second Experience 

pi,mplhmi filled
h. Acts 8:4-17 Samaria 

lamba,nw receive
evpipi,ptw come upon
i. Acts 9:3-17 (cf. 22:3-21; 26:12-18) Saul Experience 

pi,mplhmi filled
j. Acts 10:44-48; 11:15-17 Cornelius

evpipi,ptw fall upon
evkce,w poured out on
lamba,nw receive
bapti,zw baptized
k. Acts 15:7-9 Paul's commentary on giving of the Spirit
di,dwmi give
l. Acts 19:1-7 Ephesian “Dozen” 

lamba,nw receive
evpe,rcomai comes on
m. 1 Cor. 12:13 A Key Teaching Passage

bapti,zw baptized
poti,zw drink
(1) To Whom?

(2) With What?

(3) Result?

(4) When?

n. John 20:21-23 

(1) John’s Pentecost?

(2) Prophecy of Pentecost?

(3) Apostolic empowerment akin to OT empowerment for kings & prophets (note “send” = avposte,llw)

(4) Jesus speaks to giving individuals the power to forgive sins but even more to the church’s duty to proclaim that forgiveness and to warn the impenitent that they are forfeiting the mercy of God.﻿ From these verses the Roman Catholic Church developed the sacrament of penance from which most Protestants shrink in horror.﻿ In spite of such revulsion on the part of Protestants to the sacramental nature of penance, however, there needs to be a recognition of the significant role that declarations of forgiveness can have in freeing people to set aside their past sins and feelings of guilt and turn their attention to the joy of living with the risen Christ under the direction of the Holy Spirit. (Adapted from Borchert, G. L., John [New American Commentary])  God does not forgive people's sins because we decide to do so, nor does he withhold forgiveness because we will not grant it. We announce it; we do not create it. This is the essence of salvation. And all who proclaim the Gospel are in effect forgiving or not forgiving sins, depending on whether the hearer accepts or rejects the Lord Jesus as the Sin-Bearer. (Merrill C. Tenney, John [Expositor's])
4. Conclusions

a. Following Pentecost, the beginning of the New Covenant and the inaugural pouring out of the Spirit, there is never a significant distinction between the time of conversion and Spirit baptism.

b. Many terms are used to describe the empowering presence of the Spirit. Some of these empowerings follow conversion, but not all. Trying to identify them with Spirit baptism is driven more by tradition than by Bible.
c. Nowhere are Christians told to seek the baptism of the Spirit.
d. The initial incorporating work may be accompanied by or followed by Spirit filling that may be quite dramatic.
5. Objections to this view

a.  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1If everyone has been baptized with the Spirit, then there are many people who don't show it. Why? When the people in Acts were baptized in the Spirit they spoke the word of God fearlessly and praised God openly along with tongues and miracles

(1) Not every experience with God is so dramatic. Elijah and Lydia are examples.

(2) Forgiveness of sin is a pure work of God, but often not externally dramatic.

(3) We must not box the Spirit into our expectations, either to quiet order or emotional drama.  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1There is a great mistake in saying that decency and order equals spirituality. It is equally tragic to say that drama equals spirituality.

(4) This may be the result of confusing baptism and filling. They were simultaneous at Pentecost.

b.  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Some Christians claim to have experienced a second work of the Spirit and it appears to be true.

(1) There is a reality to the filling of the Spirit that many Christians have missed.  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1This can be very dramatic, exciting and real. However, we must not make the mistake of requiring everybody to have the same experience as ourselves.

(2) Not all supernatural experiences are of the Holy Spirit. Test the spirits.

(3) Some experiences are the result of following the group expectation.

D. Fruit Gal. 5:22-23; John 15:1-5, 16; Eph. 4:23-5:21; Col. 3:12-17; 2 Pet. 1:5-9
1. Where else do we see lists of fruit?

2. What is our role in producing fruit?

E. Filling

1. Momentary Fillings for Special Tasks Acts 4:8; 31; 7:55; 13:9
2. Basic Character Characteristic

a. Jesus Luke 4:1, 14, 18; John 1:32
b. Deacons/Stephen Acts 6:3-5 (cf. 7:55)
c. Barnabas Acts 11:24
d. Disciples Acts 13:52
3. Ongoing Command Eph. 5:18; Col. 3:16
a. Present Progressive Passive Plural

b. Ya’ll Keep on Being Filled

c. Marks of Filling

(1) Speaking  (Horizontal)

(2) Singing (Vertical)

(3) Giving Thanks (Vertical)

(4) Submitting (Horizontal)

F. Gifts 1 Cor. 12-14; Rom. 12:3-8; Eph. 4:7-16; 1 Pet. 4:10-11
1. Nature: Any ability that is empowered by the Holy Spirit and used in any ministry of the church (Grudem, Systematic Theology, 1016) I agree with this definition.
a. Note that in 1 Cor. 12 Paul switches from pneumatikw/n (spirituals, things of the Spirit) in verse 1 to carisma,twn (graces, things of grace) in verse 4. This emphasizes both the source and nature of the gifts: they are from the Spirit and of and for His grace. 
b. In spite of our weaknesses, God lavishes His gifts on us. He delights to use us to can bless others.
2.  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1The gift (baptism) of the Spirit creates the church’s unity while the gifts (charisms, graces) of the Spirit diversify the church’s ministry.

3. How many gifts?  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 19, 13, 17, 19, more? There is no limit. The biblical lists are examples.
a. The diversity of lists and the fact that no gift other than prophecy appears in more than one makes it very likely that Paul is selecting examples rather than giving a definitive list.

b. Two OT gifts, craftsmanship (Ex. 31:5) and worship (1 Sam. 16:16-18), don't appear in the NT lists.

4. Spiritual gifts vs. natural talents

a. Potentialities created, aroused by the empowerment and renewal of the Spirit in Christians.

b. Potentialities created and aroused by God in His image bearers.

c. It is my belief that this is not a biblical distinction. So I agree with Grudem’s definition and believe that there is a spiritual gift of plumbing and Microsoft Windows. There also “supernatural” gifts such as prophecy. 

5. Are all gifts miraculous?

a. Gifts such as encouragement or administration listed in Rom. 12 and 1 Pet. 4 do not appear to be miraculous or supernatural. 

6. Are all gifts to be used publicly? No.
7. Are gifts to individuals or to the community? Both
8. When are gifts given? 1 Tim. 4:14; 2 Tim. 1:6 Whenever the Spirit wills, so it could be anytime in our lives.
9. Can we ask for gifts? 1 Cor. 12:31; 14:1, 39 Definitely. But it’s the Spirit’s decision on whether to give them or not.
10. What is the purpose of gifts? Basically, to accomplish the mission of Jesus. specifics include Edification, service, and outreach of the community
11. Is the presence of supernatural gifts a sign of maturity? Not by themselves. Corinthians is a totally convincing counter example.
12. Miraculous gifts are not unique to Christians, so we must test the gifts. Satan is a great counterfeiter. Matt. 24:24
a. Does it promote Jesus as God in the flesh 1 John 4:1-4
b. Does it follow scriptural principles? Deut. 13:1-5
c. Is it done in or encourage submission or rebellion? 1 Pet. 4:10-11
d. Does it edify? 1 Cor. 12:7
e. Is it exercised lovingly? 1 Cor. 13
13. Have certain gifts ceased?

Cessationism: the belief that the miraculous gifts such as healing, tongues, prophetic revelation, and supernatural knowledge pertained to the apostolic era only, served a purpose that was unique to the era before the New Testament was complete, and passed from use before the canon of Scripture was closed.
There is no reason to connect the fact that the canon of Scripture is closed, and inspiration ceased, with cessation of any of the gifts. One could receive revelation without adding to Scripture. One must be careful to realize that the only inspired, inerrant, trustworthy revelation is in Scripture. All other revelation must be tested.
G. Prophecy

1. Definition: The Spirit empowered proclamation of the Word of God that presses deep into the hearts of people, enabling them to see their lives and circumstances in light of God’s promises, priorities and purposes.

2. Alternate Definition: prophecy primarily denotes the declaration by a man of content revealed to him directly by the supernatural source rather than mediated through Scripture (Max Turner)
3. Test of Prophets

a. Loyal to YHWH? Deut. 13:1-11; 18:20
b. Consistent with prior revelation Deut. 13:1-11; 1 Kings 13:15-18
c. Is what they describe or predict accurate? Deut. 18:22
d. Is their character Christlike Jer. 23:9-40; Micah 3:5-10
e. Does their word lead to upbuilding and encouragement? 1 Cor. 14:3
f. Do the elders affirm their word?  1 Cor. 14:29
H. Tongues

1. Views

a. Human languages unknown to the speaker

(1) Acts 2 tongues are clearly human languages

(2) “dialect” is always human languages

b. Something like angelic language

(1) 1 Cor. 13:1 “If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal.”

(a) Is Paul speaking of humans “speaking angel” or the most exalted speech is useless apart from love?

(b) There is no record of angels speaking anything other than human languages

(c) It is ironic that according to this chapter, humans stop speaking tongues 

(2) 1 Cor. 14:2 People speaking in tongues speak only to God 

(a) The point here is the uselessness of tongues when they are not interpreted, not their value in speaking to God. 

(b) 1 Cor. 14:4 seems to indicate that the speaker understands what he say
c. A common definition:
Tongues are the ability to praise God and pray as empowered by the Spirit in languages unknown to the user.
2. 1 Cor. 14:20-23
a. Sign to Jewish Unbelievers?

(1) Nothing in the context is about Jewish folk

(2) The appeal to Isa. 28:11-12 isn’t about evangelism, but judgment

b. Sign of God’s judgment on people excited about false spirituality?

(1) The babbling is a sign to the unbeliever that the church has lost its mind. They think you are crazy.

(2) The tongues in the streets of Jerusalem is a sign of God’s displeasure on foolish Israel Isa. 28:11-12 
I. Gerry's Summary of Baptism/Filling/Tongues/Gifts
1. Initially:

a. Indwelling Holy Spirit John 14:17
b.
New Heart Tit. 3:5
c.
In Incorporation into the Body of Christ, the Community of the Spirit 1 Cor. 12:13
2.
Ongoing:

a.
Empowerment for Service

b.
Growing Christlikeness

c.
Experience with God, sometimes dramatic

3.
Tongues

a.
Acts/1 Corinthians: The Spirit empowered ability to praise God or pray to God in languages unknown to the user. 
b.
Special ability to communicate in other languages

c.
Personal expression of reverence to God in non-linguistic ways. Not a special level of spirituality.

4.
Gifts

a.
Some people have supernatural gifts (working of miracles) while others have more ordinary gifts (administration). Paul's basic point is "whatever you are good at, use it for Jesus."

b.
There are many gifts. Don't limit yourself to a couple of dozen possibilities.

J. Sealing 2 Cor. 1:22; 5:5; Eph. 1:13-14; 4:30
K. Assurance Rom. 8:14-17; 1 John 4:13
L. Guidance

1. He will teach Luke 12:12; 24:45; John 14:26; 16:13-14; 1 John 2:20
2. Directs Acts 8:29; 10:19-20; 11:12; 13:1-4; 16:6-7
3. Leads Rom. 8:14; Gal. 5:18
4. Working in Process Acts 15:28
5. The example of Paul

a. Go where the gospel has never been taught Rom. 15:20-23; 2 Cor 10:15-16
b. Trying to go to Asia, Bythinia, but the Spirit stopped them and redirected to Macedonia Acts 16:1-10 (cf. 1 Thess. 2:18)
c. Was Paul wrong to try to go to these places? 

6. Guidelines for Doing God’s Will 

a. Cultivate a responsive heart Luke 11:28; John 14:15, 21, 31; 15:10, 12, 17; 1 John 5:1-3
(1) Love God with everything I am Mark 12:30-31
(2) Be the most Christlike person I can possibly be Ex. 34:6-7; Rom. 12:1-2; Eph. 4:24ff; Phil. 2:1-5; Col. 3:10-15; 2 Pet. 2:1-11 

(3) Pray that He will reveal anything which keeps me from obeying His will Psa. 139:23-24
b. Listen carefully to God's Word Psa. 19:7-11; 119:97-104, 130; Rom. 15:4; Eph. 4:11-16; 2 Tim. 3:16-17
(1) Follow the moral guidelines He reveals in Scripture

(2) This includes “larger” issues like reaching out to lost folk or using my gifts for His service.

c. Live and act wisely Psa 37:28-31; Proverbs; 1 Cor 10:23; Eph. 5:8-15
(1) Seek wise counsel Prov. 1:5; 11:14; 12:14; 13:10; 15:22; 19:20; 20:18; 27:9
(2) Does this make sense Ezra 7:18; Jos. 9:25; 1 Sam. 1:23; 2 Sam. 18:4; 1 Chron. 13:2; 2 Chron. 30:23; Acts 15:22; 20:16?

(3) Is this in line with who I am 1 Sam. 17:39?

(4) Have I considered all the possibilities?

(5) Have I really counted the costs and benefits, including impact on other people?

(6) Is this in line with other commitments I have made?

d. Inquire of God, allowing for divine intervention Gen. 25:22; 1 Sam. 9:9; Acts 16:7; 18:21; Rom. 1:10; Jas. 4:13-17 
(1) God often speaks through others 1 Cor. 14:3-4, 26; 1 Thess. 5:11
(2) Test the spirits Matt. 7:15-16; 1 Thess 5:19-21; 1 John 4:1-4; 2 Pet 2:1
(a) Consistent with Word of God Deut. 13:1-11; 18:20; 1 Kings 13:15-18?

(b) Consistent with godly character and wisdom Jer. 23:9-40; Micah 3:5-10?

e. Do what will make you most deeply happy 2 Sam. 23:5; Ps. 37:4; 1 Cor 7:19, 39; 8:8; 10:23, 25, 27.

Remember: The biblical emphasis is not on finding God's hidden will but on obeying God's revealed will.

M. Prayer Rom. 8:15-16; 26; Eph. 6:18
N. Transformation Rom. 8:4, 13, 15-16; 1 Cor. 6:11; 2 Cor 3:18; Gal. 5:22-23; Phil. 1:19; 2 Thess. 2:13; Tit. 3:5; 1 Pet. 1:2
IX. Criteria for Assessing Teachings about the Holy Spirit

A. For Doctrine: Does it glorify Christ John 15:26; 16:13f?

B. For Experience: Does it promote a Christlike life Rom. 8:29?

C. For Mission: Does it move people to fulfill Christ's mission Acts 1:8?

D. For Authority: Does it bring you back to the Word of God 1 Cor. 2:12-15?

X. In the Church

A. Unity Rom. 12:4-5; 1 Cor. 10:17; 12:4-27
B. Fellowship Acts 2:42; Phil. 2:1
C. Worship 1 Cor. 14:15, 26; Eph. 5:19
D. Mission Luke 24:47-49; Acts 1:5, 8
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A spiritual gift is any Spirit spirit-empowered ability that is used in any ministry of the church. As Jesus-Followers we must not be ignorant about our gifts but to use them to worship God, serve His people and fulfill our mission of making disciples of all nations (1 Cor. 12:1-11).  Spiritual gifts are bestowed by God through the empowerment of His Spirit and must be exercised in love by following biblical principles and guidelines (1 Cor. 13-14). They are all connected to the fruit of the Spirit (Gal. 5:21-22). Everyone has at least one gift and most Jesus-Followers have several.  No person has all the gifts and gifts are given by the Holy Spirit, not earned.  While there are many different kinds of gifts ranging from quite supernatural (working of miracles) to quite natural (administration) all are Spirit empowered and continue the mission of Jesus. Some examples of spiritual gifts can be found in 1 Cor. 12:8-11, Romans 12:6-8, Ephesians 4:11, 1 Peter 4:9-11. 

Definitions of Gifts Listed in 1 Cor. 12:8-11:

Word of wisdom:   The Spirit empowered ability to take the principles of God’s word and practically apply them to everyday life situations   

Word of knowledge: The Spirit empowered ability to research, remember and make effective use of information on a many different subjects  

Faith:  The Spirit empowered ability to trust and act on God’s revelation or character, especially when it empowers others to do the same. The gift of faith is an expectancy, conviction, certainty and assurance that God will act in an evident way to change circumstances or conditions in response to a need e.g. unusual finances, special provision, divine healing, needed breakthrough, divine protection, deliverance from demonic power, etc.

Healing:  The Spirit empowered ability to reverse the destructive impact of sin through physical, emotional, or spiritual healing to bring both comfort and health to those who are suffering
Miracles:   The Spirit empowered ability to call upon God to do supernatural acts that reveal His power.  

However that working may not be of the LORD, so we must test the gifts. Satan is a great counterfeiter. Matt. 24:24

a.
Does it promote Jesus as God in the flesh? 1 John 4:1-4

b.
Does it follow scriptural principles? Deut. 13:1-5

c.
Does it encourage submission or rebellion? 1 Pet. 4:10-11

d.
Does it edify? 1 Cor. 12:7

e.
Is it exercised lovingly? 1 Cor. 13

Prophecy:   The Spirit empowered proclamation of the Word of God that presses deep into the hearts of people, enabling them to see their lives and circumstances in light of God’s promises, priorities and purposes. The message may be directly from God or from Scripture. It may predict the future or be God's perspective on present events or persons. In any case, it is God's message proclaimed in the power of the Spirit.

We must test any revelation or prophecy (1 Thess. 5:21; 1 John 4:1):

a.
Are the speaker and the message loyal to the LORD? Deut. 13:1-11; 18:20

b.
Is it consistent with Scripture?  Deut. 13:1-11; 1 Kings 13:15-18

c.
Is what they describe or predict accurate? Deut. 18:22

d.
Is their character Christ-like Jer. 23:9-40; Micah 3:5-10

e.
Does their word lead to up-building and encouragement? 1 Cor. 14:3

f.
Do the elders affirm their word?  1 Cor. 14:29
Distinguishing between spirits:  The Spirit empowered ability to recognize whether people, events, or beliefs are from Satan or God, to distinguish truth from error.

Speaking in Tongues:  The Spirit empowered ability to praise God or pray to God in languages unknown to the user. Tongues are spoken to God and prophecy is spoken to people (1 Cor. 14:2-3). 
Interpreting Tongues:  The Spirit empowered ability to interpret languages unknown to the user.  

Some Common Questions:

When do we get gifts? 

It could be any time, including birth, conversion, as we mature, or for special needs. 

How many gifts are there?

The biblical gift lists contain approximately 20 different gifts. The scriptural lists are exemplary rather than extensive. The biblical variety shows us some of the diversity of workings of the Spirit does in the people of God to continue the mission of Jesus. 

Has the Spirit stopped giving some of the gifts?

They are all still active as the Spirit wills to give them. The Bible is complete and our only inerrant, trustworthy authority. Prophecy and revelation continue and must be tested carefully. It is not love or gifts, but love expressed in gifts.

How do you discover your gift?  

Ask yourself “What am I good at?”  “What am I passionate about?”   “What do others confirm in me?” Remember that most gifts are not listed in Scripture so don’t limit your search to those lists. Most spiritual gift inventories are misleading at best since they are built on a specific list of gifts.

When does a natural talent become a spiritual gift? 

When ability is Spirit empowered and used for accomplishing the mission of the Jesus. 

Are any gifts to be sought? 

We can ask freely, but it is the Spirit who decides and distributes. 

Are any gifts for all people? 

Yes. In 1 Cor. 14:1 Paul exhorts all to prophesy that is to speak God’s Word with transforming power. 

What does Paul mean by “greater gifts (1 Cor. 12:31; 14:5)?” 

They are gifts that edify the church more and bring more benefit to others. That some gifts are greater does not mean others are unimportant or that those having greater gifts are better Christians.

What about speaking in tongues? 
Tongues are for praising God and for prayer (1. Cor. 14).    For instance, in Acts 2:11 the 120 disciples speak in tongues and declare the wonders of God. That is praise. Others hear the praise in their own languages and wonder what’s going on, accusing them of being drunk. Peter explains this in his evangelistic Pentecost sermon. (Acts 2:14-21).    Paul specifically says one who speaks in a tongue (language) speaks to God, not other people. (1 Cor. 14:2)  Verse 16 says tongues are praising God. Verse 14 and 15 speak of praying in a tongue (language).  Paul clearly thinks tongues are good: In verse 18, he says he speaks in tongues more than all of them.  The abuse in Corinth was that they were claiming speaking in tongues as a mark of superior spirituality. They were indulging in uncontrolled public tongues thinking that flaunting their gift was a sign of God’s blessing on them. Unbelievers who experienced the chaos saw it as a sign that they were out of their mind (1 Cor. 14:23). Paul’s basic point about tongues in the gathering of the church is don’t forbid it (1 Cor. 14:39) but to exercise the gift using biblical guidelines.  

 What are biblical guidelines for speaking in tongues in a church assembly?

1 Cor. 14:26-28, 39-40 establishes clear guidelines for speaking in tongues.  Paul asserts that only two or three should speak and one at a time (v.27), there must be interpretation or the speaker should refrain from speaking out loud (v.28) and there must be control, not confusion (v.33, 40).  

