Contagious Christianity in Blue Jeans

The Philosophy of Redeemer’s Fellowship as a Case Study
Practicing Evangelism & Apologetics 

Breshears & Walker (9/26/02)
I.
WHY DON’T PEOPLE SHARE THEIR FAITH?  (My Ten Reasons)
II.
A HELPFUL ILLUSTRATION: 
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•The Wheel... Driving force of a wheel is it’s hub or center;  if the center is off, the wheel lurches and shifts, refuses to stay on track;  the spokes are what keep the wheel from collapsing;  they give shape and strength to the wheel itself.  When wheel is moving, none of the individual spokes are seen--blur into one another.  The rim holds the tire—the part touching the ground--point of direct contact.  Together, wheel rolls along.  Using this illustration is helpful in thinking about how to reach the lost:
III.
THE PHILOSOPHY OF REDEEMER’S FELLOWSHIP 


A.
The Hub:  Die to Self  (Driving force of our witness)



John 12:24 
I tell you the truth, unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains only a single seed. But if it dies, it produces many seeds. 

•Jesus wrestling w/self-sacrifice (obviously on a much deeper level than us!)  Specific application to Jesus:  He’s the seed and we are the seeds.  His sacrifice produced us!  Principle holds true for us too:  fruitfulness is dependent upon letting go of one’s life.  NB Jesus is no advocate of assisted spiritual suicide.  But He is insisting that we will not see a spiritual harvest from our lives if we’re unwilling to say no to ourselves, or unwilling to be inconvenienced/or go out of our way to invest our lives in others.  Can’t live for yourself and still expect God to use you to bring others to Himself.  

•Sidders quote

•May be afraid of failing, but if die to yourself, it won’t matter.  May be afraid of what others might think of you, but if you die to yourself, you’ll be more concerned about their spiritual future than your popularity or reputation;  may be afraid of losing friends, but if die to yourself, then if they come to Christ, you’ll gain not only your friend but a brother/sister in Christ.  So many of the obstacles we face in sharing our faith could be removed if only we’d heed this principle:  fear of failure, of being criticized, rejected; no time--(everyone has time;  just that we’ve already reserved it for everything else we want to do).  In other words, to die to self means to risk our security, our plans, our own way, our convenience, our comfort--our lives all for the eternal welfare of people.  Sharing your faith is very loving, unselfish thing to do.  According to Jesus, death to self is the key to spiritual fruitfulness.  If we want to see people come to X, we must die to every self-centered urge and live with a passion to see people accept Him.  Once we start learning to die to ourselves, and believe that God’s way is best, we still need to understand and adopt the Biblical pattern for how God intends to use you in reaching those who are lost.  

4 spokes give strength/shape to the wheel:

B.
Four Spokes:  


1.
Pray for the Lost
1Tim. 2:1-4 

I urge, then, first of all, that requests, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for everyone—for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness.  This is good, and pleases God our Savior, who wants all men to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth. 

If conversion is a work of God, we’d better consult God for what he’s doing in a person’s life.  God doesn’t give up easily, and doesn’t want us to either.  But God isn’t just working around us--also in us.  I wonder if the prayer for others makes a difference more in them or in us as we draw near the heart of Him who wants all to be saved.  You see, I think we are a lot like those florescent glow-in-the-dark toys our kids play with.  Have to keep putting it back under the light for it to be seen in the dark.  In prayer, we come to One who isn’t willing for any to perish, but for all to come to Him.  How can we not absorb that passion, that light as we place ourselves in His presence?  Who are you praying for?  Start with specific prayer for specific persons.  Friends, neighbors, family members, acquaintances--anyone God brings into your life.  Pray for their real needs, for opportunities to get to know them and care for them.  Pray for people to be brought into their lives, for the right moment to come up and right words to say.  Pray for ability to explain the Gospel clearly, and pray ag. Satan’s strategies to confuse or hinder the one coming to Christ.


2.
Behave Distinctively
1Pet. 2:11-12 
Dear friends, I urge you, as aliens and strangers in the world, to abstain from sinful desires, which war against your soul.  Live such good lives among the pagans that, though they accuse you of doing wrong, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us. 

In first half of century, conservative Christians were known for two traits:  1)  they were different, and 2) they separate.  Differences mostly cultural: because of prohibition and the general problem of drunkenness, many chose not to drink any alcohol, ever.  Because dancing was something you did in the social climate of drinking, they avoided dancing as well.  You didn’t smoke, and didn’t swear.  In some circles, women didn’t wear make-up, or jewelry, or have short skirts; men didn’t have longer hair.  And since non-Christians didn’t share those convictions, you rarely mixed it up socially with non-Christian--pretty much stayed to themselves:  Diff & Separate.
•In time, as a reaction, conservative Christians in the second half of century have moved to the opposite extreme.  We have identified with our culture;  we’ve had enough of being teased that Christians are those who “don’t drink or smoke or dance or chew or go with any girls who do.”  We dress like our culture, talk like our culture, largely think like our culture, & live like our culture.  We’re in touch.  But are we different?  (Who cares, who wants to be?)   

•Which generation is right?  Both and neither.  Better Q: “Should we be different?  If so, how?  And will it really be worth the trouble?  (1 Pet. 2:11-12)  i.e. Don’t give in to the same moral pull that the world does--you’ll pay for it and lose any edge you had. Plus, live in such a positive way that no-one can point a finger and have it stick.  Much of evangelism must first be visual before it can be verbal.  Jim Peterson, Evangelism as a Lifestyle.  In other words, they’ll ask, “Do I want what they have?”  I did.  Badly.  Must model truth, integrity, faithfulness, love, caring, commitment, honesty, compassion, optimism.  Illus. Happiness!  Further,  we need to live distinctively as those who know the Sovereign and good God:  should affect how we face troubles, worries, temptations, frustrations, failures, sins...even our failures and troubles should be a sign that we know God!  Being transparent about our troubles can be incredibly powerful! Too long I have heard excuse that Xians aren’t perfect, but forgiven. True.  But if there’s no diff between a believer and an unbeliever, why would they want to become like us?   If we live the same self-centered, self-consumed lifestyles as those who make no claim to know Christ, what’s the draw?  Not meaning we try to put on a perfect face:  perfect Christians are plastic, not real.  Let others peer into your life, and let them see strengths & weaknesses & how you handle failures/sins.  Most unchurched people think that the only difference between you and them is getting up & going to church on Sunday--that and a whole bunch of “Thou shalt nots”--neither one of which is really attractive.  Prove them wrong! Rather, we should be transparent--admitting fault and displaying repentance, offering forgiveness, living on real edge of life, and drawing upon Christ’s power to live distinctively.  Do that--and people will be drawn to us like moths to a porch light.   Not weird, but distinctive!    Immensely attractive


3.
Rely on the Holy Spirit
Acts 1:8

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 

Prior to leaving, Jesus didn't say, “OK, your turn:  go out and get ‘em.”  Wasn't stupid.  He wasn't about to set His followers up for certain failure.  Instead, He instructed them to stay put and stay out of trouble until the Holy Spirit came.  And why did they need to wait for the Holy Spirit?  Because they needed supernatural power if anyone was going to believe that Christ was still alive.  And that is exactly what Jesus promised them that they would receive (Acts 1:8).  Throughout Acts, you see God working in and through His people, strengthening them, speaking through them, pulling off miracles that no one could explain away, orchestrating unbelievable circumstances, accomplishing rescues, and bringing people face to face w/truth that God was real and  working through people.  The church grew because Living God was working.  Period.  Point:  people don’t want to join a church--want to know if God is real & makes a difference!  So pray, depend on Him, and ask Him to work, to stretch our faith;  look to the HS to confirm His existence in and through our lives w/His working.   Reaching people is God’s venture--and He’s not delegating the whole task to you.  He’s asking you to work with Him!  Want to see split-second miraculous timing?  Want to be a part of something that will last forever?  Want to sense God’s speaking through your words and greatly affecting others?  Want to see God work in your life like you’ve never seen him work before?  Then get involved in reaching lost people--because that’s where the Spirit is moving in these last years before Christ’s return. If you’re praying for them and your life speaks loudly, and you’re trusting the H.S. to work, then relax!  Have fun!  Be yourself.  When time is ripe—



4.
Speak Boldly and Senstively
1Pet. 3:15-16  
But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect, keeping a clear conscience, so that those who speak maliciously against your good behavior in Christ may be ashamed of their slander. 

When you believe X is Lord—sovereign over your life, then you realize that you don’t have to force things.  Just be ready to take the opportunity when door opens.  And if it shuts in your face, let it.  
•But what would I say?

· 1.  [Ask penetrating, honest questions.]  Questions need to be 

· Honest—don’t look for an opening, but to get to know the person.  

· Open ended—if they can answer them w/a grunt or y/n, rephrase it.

· Shouldn’t be loaded—e.g. “You’re not one of those people who believe that homosexuality is an option in life, are you?”  “You’re not one of those liberal atheists are you?  

2.  [Learn the answers to questions.]  Should be able to think about your faith reasonably.  [Paul Little’s Know Why You Believe.]  When many of us grew up in a church, we learned a little song about the Bible: “B-I-B-L-E...that’s the book for me...I take my stand on the Word of God, the B-I-B-L-E!”  OK for kids, but a little thin when talking to your boss, or your friends.  Unfortunately, many people don’t go much further than that in their faith.  Can you imagine doing that for other convictions: “Jesus is God, Jesus is God—it may sound confusing and it may sound odd...Jesus is God, Jesus is God—glory hallelujah, Jesus is God!”  Why not sing it to people who don’t believe in Jesus and watch their response?  Can you imagine me asking, “Bill, why’d you buy that Chevrolet?”  to which he responds:  “Chevrolet, Chevrolet—its all I could get, its all I could pay... Chevrolet, yesterday & today—wowee zowee—its hear to stay!”  (I’d think, He’s nuts!”)  When we don’t take the time to think well about our faith, it just confirms people’s worst fears: Christians are mindless bigots who can’t or don’t think, and who quickly damn others who do.  Most unchurched people don’t think that Christians have any answers at all.  Most haven’t themselves thought through tough questions, but sure don’t think you have.  More open doors when I have some answers—“Why is casual sex wrong?  Do you believe in an invisible God?  Are you sure you’re not just making that up?  How do you know what God is like?”  Use reasons—not authority! 

· 3)  [Tell the story of your faith.]  Simply tell how you discovered Christ.   Make it short (about 1-3 minutes) and pointed.  

· [What life was like before] (1 minute)

· [What circumstances brought me to X]--how it happened (1 min)

· [How specifically that decision has changed my life since] (1 min)

4.  [Explain the Good News clearly.]  Should be able to explain the Good News and how to respond to the offer of forgiveness and eternal life in a few minutes’ time.  Feel overwhelmed, simply carry a good booklet w/you (pink) and read it over w/them.  Believe me—speaking boldly & sensitively is hard.  But you must take the risk sometime.  All this assumes a point of contact.  The rim is the part that touches the ground—point of direct contact:

C.
The Rim:  Meet them where they are
Mark 2:16-17 
When the teachers of the law who were Pharisees saw him eating with the “sinners” and tax collectors, they asked his disciples:  “Why does he eat with tax collectors and ‘sinners’?”  On hearing this, Jesus said to them,  “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners.”

Luke 15:1-3
Now the tax collectors and “sinners” were all gathering around to hear him.  But the Pharisees and the teachers of the law muttered, “This man welcomes sinners and eats with them.”  Then Jesus told them this parable…”

NB it doesn’t say that Jesus was preaching at sinners, but rather eating with them!  Pharisees upset because in their heads, part of religion was becoming part of the “in-crowd”--knowing the lingo, having the answers, not asking embarrassing questions.  Here was Jesus--constantly meeting people where they were:  eating w/them, meeting them in non-threatening situations on their own turf;  going to dinner parties, jumping into spontaneous and casual conversations;  he never cloistered himself away from ordinary people.  That’s our Savior:  He took the initiative and became one of us.  He met us where we were so we could relate to and He could bring us to God.  

•Most people who are not Christians will not come to you.  They probably won’t stop you in Fred Meyer’s in a check-out line and ask you about God.  And going to church every Sunday as they watch you pull out of the driveway isn’t enough either.  If they know you are a Christian, that even may be a strike against you--the responsibility for reaching out is on your shoulders, not theirs.  If you don’t make the effort, chances are--they won’t.

•Ideas:  Care about people.   


1)  Show a need:  ask for advice, help;  house repairs, car, gardening.


2)  Borrow/lend something--hedge clippers, ladder, recipes, books.


3)  Share rides/go to a movie, outing, dinner together.  (Pick up ck)


4)  Remember birthdays, bar mitzvahs, etc. Try common interests.


5)  Be available--sickness, death, children, etc.  


6)  Whatever they’re interested in, get interested in too!    If I really care about that person, if he/she really matters to God, then what they are interested in--I can be too!  
•When down in SD:  neighbors worked for city.  Teaching Melissa to ride her bike, would go by.  Struck up a conversation.  Bought tix to Padres.  Invited him--thrilled.  Afternoon came, piled into car!  Laughing, talking!  Asked if he could pay for his ticket--Naw!  I invited you!  Well, then I’ll buy the first round of beer!  OK.  Say, whaddya say you do for a living?   Work w/people... Teach, encourage, help.  Sounds pretty interesting--  Minister.  Face turned ashen.  Grew deadly quiet.  Looking for a way out--but driving at 50 down freeway.  Stayed icy cold until on Loge level finding seats--I said, “Hey, I want one of those big hot dogs w/my beer.  How about you?”  Stood, stunned, then smiles--Yeah, OK.  Brought em back, and after national anthem, started talking about Tony Gwynn, scores, nursing my beer.  “So you’re a pastor; what exactly do you do?”  (Not promoting baseball/beer, but caring enough to take a few risks so others find what you’ve found: relationship w/Living God.)  

•Bought a gun, motorcycle, football, golf, gone to movies, listened to hunting/fishing stories, countless weddings, funerals—to be where others are.

Concl.   NT never attempts to make everyone an evangelist;  nor does it assign whole task to Billy Grahams.  Instead, just urges us to care about others--to pray for their needs, let them see the difference X makes in your life up close (“do I like what I see?”), trust Spirit to work, and speak boldly and sensitively where they are.  Then Christianity is contagious!  

Adjunct Instructor Steve Walker can be reached at swalker@rosenet.net
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