The Divine Assignment: Evangelism

Practicing Evangelism & Apologetics 
Review the Assignment:  Find the Gospel/responses and results in NT preaching passages.

•How is evangelism like/diff than selling something?

Assignment:   Take one minute to sell something to us:




1)  A consumable product:  Krispy Kreme




2)  A service:  an oil change from Speedy Lube




3)  An investment:  Setting up an IRA




4)  An experience:  Disneyland Vacation




5)  A fix:  Advil

Jot some notes down on T:  similarities/differences:


Similarities:



1.  You have a product



2.  You the seller emphasize the benefits



3.  You clarify and warn against the drawbacks



4.  You intend to sell, by persuading



5.  People can buy or not


Differences:



1.  The process is supernatural:  HS at work



2.  More is at stake than any product



3.  The Manufacturer (God) is directly involved 

•You are a product of evangelism.  You heard about X from someone.  You were attracted by something. Christianity is supposed to be contagious:  you get it by being exposed to others.  

•But when was last time someone shared the gospel w/you?

I.
IN YOUR OWN WORDS, DEFINE EVANGELISM:

II.
DEFINING EVANGELISM


A.
What Evangelism isn’t:



1.
The job of evangelists.  Evangelists evangelize, and non-evangelists let them.  “Billy Graham/Greg Laurie does it well, but it’s simply not my gift.”



2.
Ambushing the Unsuspecting.  Person invited to an event/service where a high-powered speaker unloads both barrels, puts them on the spot.  



3.
Knocking on Doors:   Who’s good at this?  Jws.



4.  Telling others what you believe whether they want to hear or not.  Everyone feels uncomfortable.  



5.
Inviting others to your church where they can get saved.



6.
Disseminating information about Christ


7.
Pressuring the unwilling.  In our culture, that’s like being confronted by a parking lot salesman trying to sell you speakers out of the back of his van.)


B.
What Evangelism is:



1.
The Term:




:  “to proclaim good news”  [54x]




a transliteration of the Gk “to proclaim the gospel” ().  


2.
The Need:  (Mark 8:35, 10:26, 16:16; Luke 8:12, 19:10; John 12:47; Acts 2:21, 2:40, 2:47, 11:14, 16:30-31)



It is a message about a rescue, so there is a sense of urgency in the message.


NB evangelism assumes:




1)  There is something to get out of.  (Hell quotes…not just self-





improvement/self-help)




2)  There is a way out.  (John 14:6)




3)  A person must choose to take it.


3.
A Definition:

“Evangelism is working with God to proclaim His Good News with the intention of converting the listener to faith in Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord, so that he may be rescued from death.



4.
Four Components:

· Interaction with God






What could God do?


He could use nothing. (Gen. 3:8-9)


He could use rocks. (Mt. 3:9)


He could use animals.  (Num. 22:28)


He could use angels. (Gal. 1:8)


God chooses to use people.  (Rom. 10:14-15).

· Information  (must be clear, communicated & understood)

· Intention (can’t be neutral or uncaring)

 “persuade”

Acts 18:4 Every Sabbath he reasoned in the synagogue, trying to persuade Jews and Greeks. 

Acts 26:28-29 Then Agrippa said to Paul,  “Do you think that in such a short time you can persuade me to be a Christian?”   “Short time or long—I pray that not only you but all who are listening to me today may become what I am, except for these chains.”

2Cor. 5:11 Since, then, we know what it is to fear the Lord, we try to persuade men. What we are is plain to God, and I hope it is also plain to your conscience.
· Invitation  (may be stated or implied)

III.
THE BIBLICAL BASIS OF EVANGELISM


A.
Why do it?  



1.
The Nature of Authority:  Our Authority is Derived.

√Evangelism is not like sharing with another your excitement over a DSL.  (reason for sharing is not in my own experience)

√Evangelism is not like showing people how to get out of the Twin Towers.  (reason for showing is not in their own pressing need)

√Evangelism is like telling your employees that they must fill out 1040s or lose their job (reason for telling is a higher authority giving an ultimatum).  



2.
Passages:

Mark 1:14-18

1:14 After John was put in prison, Jesus went into Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God.  15  “The time has come,” he said.  “The kingdom of God is near. Repent and believe the good news!”  1:16 As Jesus walked beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net into the lake, for they were fishermen.  17  “Come, follow me,” Jesus said,  “and I will make you fishers of men.”  18 At once they left their nets and followed him.

Observations:


1.
What believers are to do:  We are to Follow Christ.”   The idea is not merely to imitate and learn from Christ, but to follow his leading.


2.  What He will do:  He intends to use to reach people.


3.  What He isn’t doing:  He isn’t asking.   (He’s drafting.  It isn’t an elective.)  So if you aren’t really interested in fishing for people, you aren’t really following Christ.  (But if you are following Christ, you’ll likely learn (a process) to fish for people.) 


Summary:  Jesus intends his followers to learn how to deliberately bring people into the Kingdom of God.

Matt 28:16-20

28:16 Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had told them to go.  17 When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted.  18 Then Jesus came to them and said,  “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.  19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,  20 and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”

Observations:


1.
The task/command is to “Make disciples”  (learners, students, followers), not deciders.  The only imperative in this passage is this.

2.  Three circumstantial participles:



“going”—could be with the force of a command:  “Go!”  i.e. go to them, don’t wait for them to come to you.  Or “as you are going” –i.e. whatever you are doing in life, this is to be on your mind and on your agenda.



“baptizing”—it is the way we identify with Christ (Romans 6) and the church (Acts 2).  It means “to identify with” (1 Cor. 10)  It is meant to be the doorway into the life of discipleship.



“teaching”—this is a present ptc, emphasizing continuous activity.  The object of teaching is not commands, nor doctrine, but obedience (“to obey”), which we learn over time.  


3.
The command is directed to disciples, who are to make more disciples, who are obedient, and so do what Jesus says, which is to make disciples (and so on.)  


4.
The extent of the assignment is “all nations” (So,) as long as there are people who haven’t heard, the assignment remains.  


5.
The time limit emphasizes that the task won’t be completed until “the end of the world.”


6.
Christ and his authority is with us in this task always.


Summary:  With the authority of heaven behind us and Christ’s presence with us, we believers are to aggressively help people become public and obedient followers of Christ.

Mark 16

16:15  He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the good news to all creation.  16:16  Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned.”


Observations


1.
The command is to take the initiative—i.e. “Go”


2.
The target is every person (“all creation”).


3.
Both the responses (believe & baptized, or not believe), and results (saved, condemned) show the seriousness of what’s at stake.


4.
Two options are not addressed:



1)  whoever believes but is not baptized


2)  whoever does not believe but is baptized

Summary:  Believers should take the initiative in proclaiming the good news, making clear the responses and results at stake.

Luke 24

24:44  He said to them,  “This is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything must be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.” 24:45  Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures.  24:46 He told them,  “This is what is written: The Christ will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, 24:47 and repentance and forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 24:48 You are witnesses of these things. 24:49 I am going to send you what my Father has promised; but stay in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high.”

Observations:


1.
This is the fulfillment of a divinely orchestrated plan.


2.
The message is that Christ will die and be raised.


3.
The result is forgiveness of sins.


4.
The response is repentance.



5.
The recipient of the message is to be “all nations”


6.
The ability to accomplish this task will come from the Holy Spirit.


Summary:  When we have understood the Scriptures and have received God’s Spirit, we are to proclaim the Good News to the world in fulfillment of God’s plan. 

Acts 1

1:1 In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to teach 2 until the day he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles he had chosen.  3 After his suffering, he showed himself to these men and gave many convincing proofs that he was alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of God.  4 On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this command:  “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about.  5 For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” 1:6 So when they met together, they asked him,  “Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?” 1:7 He said to them:  “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own authority.  8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 1:9 After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight. 1:10 They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two men dressed in white stood beside them.  11  “Men of Galilee,” they said,  “why do you stand here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven.”

Observations


1.
Jesus never envisioned evangelism apart from the Holy Spirit’s involvement.


2.
Jesus did not delegate the task, but included us in the task He was continuing.


3.
“You will be my witnesses” is as much command as prophecy.  He defines not only what we do but what we are.  


Summary:  Evangelism requires our dependence upon the Holy Spirit and personal experience of Christ.


B.
Who should do it?





1.
Certain individuals who were commissioned or gifted:

· Philip was called “the Evangelist” (Acts 21:8)

Leaving the next day, we reached Caesarea and stayed at the house of Philip the evangelist, one of the Seven. 

· Paul called himself a “herald”  (1 Tim. 2:7, 2 Tim. 1:11)

1Tim. 2:7 And for this purpose I was appointed a herald and an apostle — I am telling the truth, I am not lying — and a teacher of the true faith to the Gentiles. 

2Tim. 1:11 And of this gospel I was appointed a herald and an apostle and a teacher.

· Timothy was instructed to do the work of an evangelist (2Tim. 4:5)

But you, keep your head in all situations, endure hardship, do the work of an evangelist, discharge all the duties of your ministry.

· God says that he specially gifts some with this task.

It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers, 




Can you stereotype an evangelist? 


Eg  Billy Graham, Greg Laurie, Kenny Dodd

•Not personality  (outgoing, extroverts, optimists)


•Not dress, background, language, looke


•Only real signs:



1)  Passion for lost people



2)  Passion for message



3)  God seems to regularly use the person to bring people to faith in Him.



2.
Generally, people who shared as they went.

Acts 8:  1 And Saul was there, giving approval to his death. On that day a great persecution broke out against the church at Jerusalem, and all except the apostles were scattered throughout Judea and Samaria.  2 Godly men buried Stephen and mourned deeply for him.  3 But Saul began to destroy the church. Going from house to house, he dragged off men and women and put them in prison. 8:4 Those who had been scattered preached the word wherever they went.


3.  Churches who as a congregation connected with unbelievers.

1 Thess 1:  8 The Lord’s message rang out from you not only in Macedonia and Achaia — your faith in God has become known everywhere. Therefore we do not need to say anything about it,  9 for they themselves report what kind of reception you gave us. They tell how you turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God,  10 and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead — Jesus, who rescues us from the coming wrath.
1Cor. 14:23 So if the whole church comes together and everyone speaks in tongues, and some who do not understand or some unbelievers come in, will they not say that you are out of your mind?  24 But if an unbeliever or someone who does not understand comes in while everybody is prophesying, he will be convinced by all that he is a sinner and will be judged by all,  25 and the secrets of his heart will be laid bare. So he will fall down and worship God, exclaiming,  “God is really among you!”

Conclusions:


1)  There is a divine rescue operation underway at the present.


2)  God is either enlisting you, or targeting you.


3)  If you are a believer, you are a witness.


4)
Other  gifted individuals can be a model, mentor and an encouragement to you.


5)  You aren’t alone.  Your church should be one through which God can be seen and heard.
Visiting Professor Steve Walker can be reached at swalker@rosenet.net
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