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I.
HUNTER’S TARGET (From “Can the West Be Won?”, George G. Hunter III, C.T. 12/16/91)
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II.
THREE COMMON APPROACHES OF (Evangelical) CHURCHES


A.
The “Gather-Scatter” Approach



1.
Explanation

The idea is that church gather primarily to worship God, to teach the Scriptures to believers, to disciple and train, to experience fellowship, and then they scatter into the world to evangelize.  Church is a family affair for believers, and therefore it is expected for the unchurched to feel ambivalent and awkward about coming.  Church is not for, or targeting unbelievers.  So there is little attempt to be understandable in language or culture to the unsaved.  Though there may be an occasional invitation, most churches of this nature do not regularly give invitations to unbelievers to become Christians in worship services.  Instead, points of entry are through the personal witness of individuals, through special evangelistic events, and through outreach vehicles (evangelistic Bible Studies,eg.)  “Shepherds do not begat sheep;  sheep begat sheep.  If the shepherds are feeding the sheep, and the sheep are healthy, sheep naturally produce.”  (Chuck Smith)



2.
Examples:

Grace Community (John MacArthur), many Calvary Chapels (Chuck Smith).



3.
Strengths:




+Affirms the truth that gathering is for believers.




+Places the task of evangelism rightly on the shoulders of every believer.



+Makes discipleship and growth a priority, avoiding shallowness in biblical content and convictions.



4.
Weaknesses:




–No test-drives for non-Christians




–Relies solely on individuals to bring others to Christ.




–Ignores the power of a fellowship to attract.




–Makes the culture barrier easier to erect.




–Ignores the potentially powerful opportunity to model evangelism.


B.
The “Seeker-Oriented” Approach



1.
Explanation

Most people are not gifted evangelists, and have difficulty explaining and defending the gospel to others.  But most Christians could and would invite non-Christian friends and acquaintances to a service where the Gospel would be explained in terms that made sense to unbelievers, and where believers would not be embarrassed by anything offensive or culturally irrelevant or boring.  The service would allow gifted teachers to “hook” seekers with the relevance and truth of Christianity to their lives.  There is little pressure to make a quick decision, but people are allowed to ruminate until they feel ready to take the plunge.  Sunday morning (the normal time seekers think about attending a church) is aimed directly at seekers, thus the service has short worship, is time sensitive, the message is highly applicable and usually topical, often a variety of creative means is used to communicate (drama, video), and excellence pervades everything.  Since Sunday morning is given to seekers, another time is dedicated to a more in-depth teaching with longer worship, all geared toward believers (usually in the mid-week).    


•“Seeker”:  (Bill Hybels: http://www.willowcreek.org/wondering.asp)

If you want to know the truth about God--really know the truth--you are a “seeker.”  That’s a great thing to be, because—according to Jesus—seekers find what they’re looking for.


Seekers come in all shapes and sizes.  They have a variety of backgrounds.  Some don’t believe in God;  others do believe in God, but aren’t sure how to connect with Him.  What all seekers have in common is the fact that they’ve stopped pretending they have it all together.  They’re open to the possibility God may exist, and more importantly, that He may want a place in their lives.  They know they don’t know—but they want to know.  


If you are a seeker, how do you go about this all-important task of pursuing God and His truth?  Just be humble, and recognize the stakes are sky-high, and believe that you are very precious to God.  Ask Him to show you the truth, and stay open.  Here are four questions to help you in your search.

1. Why do you want to know God?

2. Are you placing limitations on God? 

3. What do you think about Jesus ? 

4. How will you respond to Jesus?    (Some Practical Helps)


2.
Examples:  

Willow Creek (Bill Hybels), Crystal Cathedral (Robert Schuller).


3.
Strengths:




+ Recognizes the limitations and weaknesses of people.




+ Makes “church” very attractive to unbelievers




+ Higher rate of conversions:  “It works!”




+ Recognizes the need for time and exposure to make a sincere decision.



+ Employs gifted people and the power of a fellowship.




+ Takes seriously the Great Commission



4.
Weaknesses:




– In a time-conscious, event-overloaded society, the model often fails to penetrate the “commitment” barrier.  Most churches have difficulty getting believers to attend the mid-week service for them.




– It can be unworkable for people who are limited in resources or giftedness.



– It can allow seekers to set the agenda for believers (what we will or won’t do or teach).  




– It can give the idea that the church is “method-driven,” and that if we do certain things in certain ways, success is guaranteed.


C.
The  “Seeker-Sensitive” (or seeker friendly) Approach



1.
Explanation:

This is a combination between the former two (“gather-scatter” and “seeker-oriented”).  Church should be a place for believers, and unbelievers ought not set the agenda for believers.  However, a fellowship ought to welcome and recognize seekers in its midst, and allow them to time and experience to “test-drive” faith before committing.  Further, it is the church’s job to always be understandable and relevant to our culture, and to those seekers.  Seeker-sensitive churches typically use events as outreach tools, but also will give regular opportunities to accept Christ in their services.  



2.
Examples: 

Saddleback Community (Rick Warren/Purpose-Driven Churches), Traditional Conservative Baptist Churches [SS:  teach street kids to read;  Sunday pm:  attraction of innovation of lights—opportunity to evangelize;], Redeemer’s Fellowship.


3.
Strengths:




+ Recognizes and uses gifted evangelists and the power of a fellowship, as well as placing responsibility on the individual believer.




+ The unbeliever gets a real taste of Christianity, not a “lite” version.




+ Deliberate attempt to make the church as culturally friendly as possible (e.g. music, terminology), without watering it down or changing its agenda. 




+ Takes the opportunity of gathering to model evangelism and proclaiming the gospel to believers.



4.
Weaknesses:




– Invitations can become an irrelevant add-on to existing services.  (“I know we have been talking to unbelievers, but if there are any who…” —but nothing has made sense to that point.)




– Keeping the balance without moving to either end is very difficult.  Requires constant adjustment.  At times feel “double-minded.”

D.
The  “Come and See” Approach



1.
Explanation:



2.
Examples: 




√Vineyard movement




√Resurgence of ritual and liturgy in “Gen X” churches



3.
Strengths:




+ Taps into seekers’ desires for something greater than themselves..




+ What you see is what you get.  Little chance for “bait and 





switch.”




+ Allows the church to be the church, and not some outreach





attempt to those who aren’t the church.



4.
Weaknesses:




– It assumes seekers will be sufficiently drawn to the church to penetrate Hunter’s barriers.




– It can forget that Christianity turns on a message, and not on an experience, however attractive or spiritual it may be.



– Other?


Which approach is right?  

III.
TWO COMMON APPROACHES OF INDIVIDUALS


A.
The Cold-Turkey (confrontational) Approach


1.
Explanation:  “Get a method and present it to everyone you can.”
Every person you come in contact with is either a part of the problem or part of the solution:  either in need of Christ or has received X and should witness to it.  There is no third category.  Aggressive, deliberate attempts to communicate the gospel is needed.  This is how many apostles and believers witnessed.  Limiting communicating the gospel only to those you know or have a relationship with will mean that your impact for Christ will be extremely narrow.  Who knows in whom God is working?  Evangelizing isn’t dependent upon the results, but upon the communication of the good news.  (The results are God’s.) Speak up!



2.
Examples:  
Neighborhood canvassing (knocking on doors), striking up a conversation in an airport, or at a check out line with the cashier, or at an airport when you travel, Evangelism Explosion



3.
Strengths:




+ Takes seriously the great commission




+ Relies on God to change hearts




+ Can be done anywhere, in any length of time.  



4.
Weaknesses




– This goes counter to our culture, which is busy, private, suspicious, and bombarded with “offers” and advertisements.  




– If this is the only way you evangelize, you ignore the power of a relationship to provide the soil of love and trust in which the gospel is more likely to germinate (humanly speaking).




– Most difficult approach for most people.


B.
The Relational Approach:



1.  Explanation: “Make friends first, then use the bridge of your relationship to communicate your faith.”
A person’s relationships often open the door to talking about personal, spiritual matters.  “If you can’t share a burger with your neighbor, you won’t be able to share your faith.”  (H. Hendricks)  When non-Christians get close to Christians, and see their faith at work in their marriage, family, business and recreation, it highlights the differences.  D + P = I  (Distinctiveness + Proximity = Impact  from Matt. 5:13-16).  




Matt. 5:13-16



“You are the salt of the earth.  But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again?  It is no longer good for anything except to be thrown out and trampled by men.  You are the light of the world.  A city on a hill cannot be hidden.  Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl.  Instead, they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house.  In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.” 

D
istinctiveness + Proximity = Impact 


2.
Examples:  Joe Aldrich:  Lifestyle Evangelism;  Investigative Bible Studies, sports functions (coaching on our staff), book/movie clubs, common interests (firearms, motorcycles).  Eg Scott and guns.  



3.
Strengths:




+ Relationships are powerful bridges to transparency and trust.




+ It works. The majority of people who profess faith and continue on have done so with the aid of some positive Christian relationships in their lives.




+ Many who can’t strike up a conversation spontaneously, do feel comfortable making friends.



4.
Weaknesses:




– The Great Commission isn’t limited to your friends.




– Takes more time, investment.  If you’re busy, and you’re waiting for time, and you think you can’t share without a relationship, the people around you are doomed.




– Once the relationship is forged, the possibility of losing your focus is high.  




– Once a relationship is forged, if the unbeliever does not believe and you drop them, the damage is very great.

Which approach is right? 
IV.
PRACTICAL PIGEONHOLING
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Adjunct Instructor Steve Walker can be reached at swalker@rosenet.net
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