The Nuts & Bolts of a Do-it Yourself 

Gospel Presentation
Practicing Evangelism & Apologetics 

Breshears & Walker (9/26/02)
Review:


1)  The Gospel’s two facts, two results, two responses. 



(two evidences)



(“acc to the Scripture”)


2)  4 “I”s of Evangelism


3)  What’s wrong with people?  SAD


4)  Hunter’s Target:  “What’s the point?”


5)  Contagious Christianity:  The Wheel…

I.
DEVELOP A PHILOSOPHY OF PERSONAL EVANGELISM


A.
Assume that people are in your life not by accident, but by divine design.
Eph. 1:9-14  (6 Slides)
9 And he made known to us the mystery of his will according to his good pleasure, which he purposed in Christ,  10 to be put into effect when the times will have reached their fulfillment — to bring all things in heaven and on earth together under one head, even Christ. 11 In him we were also chosen, having been predestined according to the plan of him who works out everything in conformity with the purpose of his will,  12 in order that we, who were the first to hope in Christ, might be for the praise of his glory.  13 And you also were included in Christ when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation. Having believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit,  14 who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are God’s possession — to the praise of his glory.

NB: 3 observations:


1.
God is working in the world to bring people to faith in Christ. 



2.
God controls my life.



3.
God will use me to do just that—bring people to faith in X.

B.
Assume that others are open to the gospel, and you will share, unless and until you see evidence to the contrary.  



[Illus:  Stoplight]  



Reasons to the contrary:

· If I know I’ll have more contact later (i.e. relationships are better)

· If I know the person has intellectual hang-ups 
· If I know the person has been turned off to spiritual things

C.
Be prepared to turn the conversation to christ.



1.  
If you can, take the initiative.  (Acts 26:24-29)

24 At this point Festus interrupted Paul’s defense.  “You are out of your mind, Paul!” he shouted.  “Your great learning is driving you insane.” 

25  “I am not insane, most excellent Festus,” Paul replied.  “What I am saying is true and reasonable.  26 The king is familiar with these things, and I can speak freely to him. I am convinced that none of this has escaped his notice, because it was not done in a corner.  27 King Agrippa, do you believe the prophets? I know you do.” 

28 Then Agrippa said to Paul,  “Do you think that in such a short time you can persuade me to be a Christian?” 29 Paul replied,  “Short time or long — I pray God that not only you but all who are listening to me today may become what I am, except for these chains.”


2.
If you haven’t, be prepared to take the opportunity.  (1 Peter 3:15-16)

15 But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect,  16 keeping a clear conscience, so that those who speak maliciously against your good behavior in Christ may be ashamed of their slander.
II.
FIRST THINGS FIRST


A.
For groups:  Raise the need


NB:  Three things people do to intro:  





1)State subject





2)  Arouse interest





3)  Raise a need




Best to do the third…  How?



1.
Give your testimony 







[Before…When…Since]



2.
Talk about current events 





Try to link the headlines and stories w/the human condition…





e.g. what do you think is wrong with people?



3.
Cite examples of what’s wrong

B.
For individuals:  Diagnose the condition



•[Think through security and assurance possibilities]
· 

1.
Ask questions  

· Jesus: “Will you give me a drink?”  (John 4:7)
· Phillip:  Acts 8:30  “Do you understand what you are reading?” 

· My four questions:

1) If you were to die tonight, how sure are you that you’d go to heaven? (0-100%)   (Determines assurance.  NB %.)

2) If you did die, and God asked you why you should go to heaven, what might you say?  (Determines basis of assurance.)

3) Has anyone ever shown you from the Bible how you can know for certain you’d go to heaven?  (Most will not say yes.)

4) May I?  (Key.  Do NOT continue if they decline.  They may be testing you to see if you respect their choice.)

· Others





“Do you think there is a God?  Why or why not?”





“What was your religious background like?  Where are you today?”





“Have you given any thought to the purpose for your life?” 





“ What are the things you find worth living for?”





“What do you think happens to a person when they die?”





“Do you attend a church?  Why or why not?”





“Why do you think so many people avoid church attendance?”





“How are you teaching your kids about God?”





“What do you think God is like?”





“How do you determine whether something is right or wrong?”





“If what you believe were not true, would you want to know it?”



2.
Make statements and watch for reactions
· Jesus: “I tell you the truth, no one can see the kingdom of God unless he is born again” (John 3:3)

· Mine:  





•“There are very few things I’d die for, and there are a few— but that’s not one of them.  





•“I’m so grateful that you don’t have to be perfect to get to heaven.”

•“A person who believes/acts like that reveals that they don’t know God.”





3.
Get them to define or commit to what they believe

· Take a survey:  e.g. H/O:  My Test to Bob (Coach, schoolteacher)

· Help them work through the Big Questions ala [Decision Tree]

Remember:  The point is never to simply manipulate the conversation toward the Gospel;  it is to diagnose the heart and mind of the person.



4.
Deal with them in light of where they’re at:

· The Religious Person:  John 3:1-15

· Confront them with their sin
· Explain the impossibility of good works to make them right before God.  

· Stress the need for God to intervene to forgive.  

· Explain the gospel.  
· The  Hurting, Guilty Person:  John 4:1-42





√Cultivate the hurting and guilty with love.  (they know their sin.)





√ Identify with them—share something similar…





√Help them see that God’s grace can forgive them and give them hope.   





√Time spent will reinforce God’s love for them.





√Explain the gospel.  

· The Intellectual Person: Acts 17:16-34





√Convince the intellectual with evidence & reasons.  






Scott’s email:  Gork  




√ Give them good books.  





√Explain the gospel as clearly as you can, and then answer questions.  

•Make a list of objections to deal with.  Deal with them one by one.  “What are the real doubts that are keeping you from putting your trust in Christ?  If  these were answered, would you then accept Christ?”

•”I find your resistance interesting.  Most people think that this answer is fairly reasonable.  Those who don’t are usually struggling with something other than just something intellectual.  What is really troubling you?  (guilt, bitterness, pride, fear)

•”I can see that you aren’t really open to Christ, aren’t really an honest seeker right now.  When you are ready, let me know and I’ll be there for you.”



5.
Keep in mind the only three things anyone can do to an idea:




1)  Explain:  What do I need to explain? What isn’t being understood?




2)  Prove:  What is not being accepted?  What doesn’t make sense?




3)  Apply:  Does he understand the implications?  Is this personal now?s

III.
THE GUTS

· Use the Bible sparingly.

Whenever you can, use the Scriptures, but use as few as you need, and let them read them with you.  Lost people are usually suspicious, and feel dumb.  Explain what you take for granted (letter, chapter, verse, author, background)



· Personalize the problem & it’s effects:  Sin
· Explain Jesus’ death as a substitute payment.



(Spanking.  Ticket.  H/O:  Email to Alex)

· Point out the implications of Jesus’ resurrection

· Answer:  “What is God offering me?”

IV.
SO WHAT?

· Get across what repentance is and isn’t…  Make certain they understand that what they have heard is incompatible with what they have believed.  This will take changing their mind/views/convictions.  

· Stress the nature of faith:  



Give an illustration of faith.  (e.g. chair, accepting a gift)

· Invite them to respond in faith.  

· If they want to, ask them if they want you to lead them in prayer, or if they simply want to express to God themselves their need and trust in Christ.  

· Ask one of the first questions again, and explain assurance.

· Talk about baptism, and church.  

· Talk about football.

V.
EXAMPLES
•Three Rs

•[One Verse Bridge]
•Greg Sherwood’s Rembrandt Portrait

“You deserve a break today!” the TV sings.  From all sides, the message rings, “You owe it to yourself!”  We are constantly blasted with attractive options for career, shelter, transport, clothing, recreation and relaxation.  The result is that we pursue material things without limit, having become victims of the “looking out for #1” mindset.  In the middle of this noise we miss the cries of millions who have no idea why they live, why they suffer, or who made them.  They wonder if an eternity exists, and in dark, solitary moments, they wish to a God they don't know that they weren't born.  Millions slip quietly into an eternity without Christ while we go about ridding ourselves of inconveniences. Unfortunately, those people become victims of our comfort.  Few people would say that comfort itself is evil.  That's not the issue.  The issue is:  What effect does comfort have on our lives, and what role does comfort have in our decision-making processes, and how do our decisions about comfort affect those whose only hope for eternal life in Christ depends on our reaching out to share ourselves?  We aren’t supposed to make decisions based on what feels good.  Christ would never have gone to the cross had that been a major criterion, and there is a good chance that many of us would not have a personal relationship with Christ had not someone been willing to do the inconvenient.  It is blunt and uncomfortable, but the issue must be faced:  What is more significant:  my desire for personal comfort or a person’s almost incomprehensible need to know Christ and avoid an eternity in hell? If we Christians are really going to revolutionize the world with the message of Christ, then there has to be a lot more dying.
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