Western Seminary:  Portland

“Developing a Theological Model for 21st Century Youth Ministry”

YMS502      Fall, 2011
Sept. 9, 23; Oct. 14, 28; Nov. 11; Dec. 2, 16   8:00 am - Noon   2 Credit Hours

Ron Marrs, Assistant Professor of Youth and Family Ministry

Draft #2   June 16, 2011
Course description
The historical, philosophical, and theological underpinnings of youth ministry will first be introduced. Then popular models of contemporary youth ministry (both congregational and para-congregational) will be described and evaluated.  Each student will create their own model of youth ministry based sound biblical, theological and practical thinking.  Two hours.

Course Objectives
By the end of the course you:

1.  Will have a basic understanding of evangelical youth ministry history.

2.  Will have examined the characteristics of the adult agents of transformation in the life of a teenager.

3.  Will be aware of a range of youth ministry models operating today.

4.  Will know the foundational components of a youth ministry model.

5.  Will develop a personal model of youth ministry based on sound historical, biblical, theological and philosophical foundations.

Required Textbooks/Readings


Dean, Kendra Creasy, Chap Clark, and Dave Rahn. Starting Right. Grand Rapids: 



Zondervan, 2001.ISBN 0-310-23406-9

Fields, Doug. Purpose Driven Youth Ministry. Grand Rapids:  Zondervan, 1998.



ISBN 0-310-21253-7


Higgs, Mike.  Youth Ministry from the Inside Out.  Downers Grove: InterVarsity 


Press, 2003  ISBN 0-8308-2399-9

Senter, Mark.  “A Historical Framework for doing Youth Ministry” and “Basic



 Models of Youth Ministry” from Reaching A Generation for Christ.  



Chicago: Moody Press, 1997.  

Senter, Mark.  Four Views of Youth Ministry and the Church.  Grand Rapids:  



Zondervan, 2001.  ISBN0-310-23405-0
Learning Center Access
Digital copies of handouts, summaries of the class, and some reading assignments will be available at the on-line learning center for this course.

To access the material do the following:
1.  Go to wscll2.net/classrooms on the WWW.
2.  Click on YMS502 Developing a Theological Model for 21st Century Youth Ministry
3.  Click on “Create a New Account” and follow the instructions.
4.  You will be sent a login confirmation.

5.  Go again to the course title above.

6.  The course key is “Theos”.
Assignments 

1-7.  Reading Assignments (textbooks, articles)



Date Due:  By class indicated on course schedule


Points possible:  28 (4 pts for reach of seven reading assignments.)
There will be assigned reading in the textbooks and the Bible for nearly every class.  For each reading assignment complete a reading report.  (The reading report can be found at the end of the syllabus and on-line.)   YOU DO NOT HAVE TO DO A REPORT FOR EACH BOOK IN A READING ASSIGNMENT.  THE REPORT COVERS ALL THE READING IN EACH ASSIGNMENT.  A total of 4 points will be possible for each reading report received on time and completed in a quality manner.  After the due date, 2 points can be earned by completing the entire reading and a quality reading report.
In ministry you will be asked to read before many meetings and you will ask others to read.  It is important to develop some system of accountability for such meetings in order to maximize time in those meetings.  The accountability in this class will be a personal report of the percentage of the material read.  Certainly it is an “honor system.”

Length of time to read the material was approximated using the Western Seminary workload standards that suggests 30 pages per hour be read for mastery.  Mastery in this course means that you are able to come to the class and interact about the material.  You will not have a written quiz but you will be asked to react to what you have read.  You must consider whether you agree or disagree with the material.  You must be able to explain what the author said.

8.  Description of model target group


Date Due:  September 23, 2011

Points:  4

Submit a paragraph describing who the target group is for your model and why you chose that group.  Send it via e-mail to the professor.
Example:  For this assignment, my personal ministry model will target the high school youth ministry at my church, Adventure Christian Church (ACC) in Roseville, CA.  I have chosen this age group because it is an especially interesting age when comparing the make up of these individuals to other age groups. Several changes occur during this period, and responsibilities increase significantly. It is truly an intense period of personal change, which includes the physical, social, emotional, intellectual, and spiritual perspectives. This is creates a true challenge as all of these factors enter into the picture.

9.  Read Youth Ministry from the Inside Out and write a response.

Date Due:  December 2, 2011
Points: 25

Write a 2-3 page double-spaced paper in which you articulate 3 areas of spiritual growth that you believe are necessary for yourself in light of reading Youth Ministry from the Inside Out.  Describe the area of need and what you need to do in order to promote growth in that area.  List 2 questions you would like to ask the author.
10.  Read Senter, Mark.  Four Views of Youth Ministry and the Church.  Grand Rapids:  


Zondervan, 2001 and prepare for a conversation.  



Date Due: Dec. 2, 2011



Points:  25

Read the book and prepare to argue a position assigned to you by the instructor. You will be given an opportunity on September 30 to pick a position.  The conversation will be in class on Dec. 2.  

 11.  Philosophy of Youth Ministry Book Review


Date due:  December 16, 2011


Points: 25

Read one of the following books and write a 3 page, double-spaced review.

Send a digital copy to the professor.  Bring a hard copy for the professor and each person in the class.


In class on September 16, each student will pick one of the following books to read and review.  The goal will be to have as many books read by people in the class as possible so we will not double up on a book unless necessary.


Format of paper

Pages 1-2
Bibliographic information for book




Heading:  Most Critical Insights that youth workers need to 






consider




This can be a list or quotes of the most important points made by the author to help your classmates understand the thrust of the book.  Help the reader of your paper get the most important ideas set out by the author.  Give your opinion as to why a person should or should not read the book.

Page 3

Heading for first ½ of page:  Places where I find myself struggling 





with assertions made in the book



Provide ½ page of interaction with ideas that you struggle with that are stated by the author.




Heading for second ½ of page:  Personal action steps



Provide actions steps you plan to take in your ministry immediately in light of input from the book.


Books
Arzola, Fernando.  (2009).  Toward a prophetic youth ministry.  Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press, 186 pages.  ISBN 978-0-8308-2802-9
Clark, Chap & Powel, Kara.  (2006).  Deep ministry in a shallow world.  Grand Rapids: 

Zondervan, 248 pages.  ISBN 0-310-26707-2
Devries, Mark.  (2008).  Sustainable Youth Ministry.  Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press, 


224 pages.  ISBN 978-0-8308-3361-0
Devries, Mark.  (2004).  Family-based youth ministry.  Dowers Grove: InterVarsity 


Press, 255 pages.  ISBN 0-8308-3243-2
Folmsbee, Chris.  (2007).  A new kind of youth ministry.  Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 159 


pages.   ISBN-10: 0-310-26989-X
Lawrence, Rick.  2007).  Jesus-centered youth ministry.  Loveland: Group, 168 pages.


ISBN 978-0-7644-3504-I

Oestricher, Mark.  (2008). Youth ministry 3.0.  Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 150 pages.


ISBN 978-0-310-66866-4

Reid, Alvin.  (2004). Raising the bar.  Grand Rapids: Kregel Publications, 207 pages.


ISBN 0-8254-3632-x

Wright, Steve.  (2007).  rethink.  Wake Forest: InQuest Publishing, 238 pages.


ISBN 978-1-93148-69-4
12.  Class presentation of personal model of youth ministry




Date Due:  December 16, 2011

Points: 25

Prepare a 10 minute presentation of your model of youth ministry that could be presented to a group of parents, students and church leaders.  The idea is that they would get an overview of your model in 10 minutes.   This is not a verbal report alone.  It should include media like Power Point, video, pictures, etc.  Grading will include creativity in presentation.  Your goal is to capture the attention of the audience while communicating your philosophy of youth ministry.  The presentation should provide your philosophy in these four areas:  evangelism, follow-up/discipleship/teaching, shepherding and leadership.

13.  Create a personal model for youth ministry          

Date Due:  December 16, 2011


Points:  100

You are to produce a scholarly model of youth ministry.  The model needs to be based on a solid biblical, theological and philosophical foundation.  For this reason you will need to use notes and have a bibliography.  Include at least 2 citations from your interview and 5 citations from class/reading.  The hope of the instructor is that this will be capable of editing for use with an audience of students, parents, and church/organizational leadership.


Components of Model

1.  Description of target group



1.1  Choose a target group (age level, sub-culture, context, . . . )



1.2  Describe the target group



Age



Values  (what is important to them)



Activities (how do they spend their time)



Needs



Range of spiritual commitments



(Detailed adolescent development issues will be handled in YMS 501, 


“Understanding Adolescent Development”)


2.  Vision



Develop a vision statement of 25 words or less.


3.  Mission



Develop a mission statement of 50 words or less.

4.  Values



List up to ten values you hold for youth ministry.

5.  Components of youth ministry



Detail a strategy for each of the following components of youth ministry:




Evangelism (pre-evangelism, incarnational ministry)




Follow-up/discipleship/teaching 

(includes retreats/trips/events/short term missions)




Shepherding




Service




Leadership




Worship/music




Fellowship/community




Prayer

For each of the components articulate:




The biblical purposes (why)




The specific activities(what)




The role and qualifications of adults in this area (paid and 






volunteer) (who)




The role of students in this area (who)




The role of parents in this area (who)




The role of local church/organizational leadership (who)




The use of time, space, facilities (where, how)




The financial demands for this area (how)




A rationale for why you chose this particular strategy






over other strategies (why)


Writing Standards and Recommendations



Use the standards described in the “Western Seminary Writing Guide” and the MLA standards summarized in the professor’s handout.  A bibliography is required.  Footnote, endnote or in text citations are acceptable.


Research Methodology for Models Paper
1.  Students need to use information gathered in the classroom and assigned reading.

2.  Students need to interview one person in ministry in the area of youth ministry selected and incorporate 2 ideas in their own model.  Be sure to cite the interviewee in your paper.


Criteria for grading the Models Paper 

1.  The student should produce a biblically-based model


2.  The student should reflect a good knowledge of the target group.


3.  The student should reveal knowledge of issues covered in assigned reading 



and classroom sessions. 

14.
Attendance and participation

Points:  18
It is expected that the students will be in attendance for all class sessions to benefit from the lecture, discussion, and visual presentations.  It is expected that students will participate in the sessions.  While sickness or family emergency may keep a student from an occasional class, anyone regularly tardy or absent can expect this to be reflected in his/her semester grade.  Attendance and participation will count for 5% of your grade.

Grading
Grades will be based on the total points accumulated.

The total points possible = 250.

Assignments #1-7
Reading assignments


28
(11.2% of grade)

Assignment #8 
Paragraph

  

  4
(1.6 % of grade)

Assignment #9 
Higgs book



25
(10 % of grade)

Assignment #10 
Four Views Debate

         
25
(10 % of grade)

Assignment #11
Phil of Ministry Book

          
25
(10 % of grade)

Assignment #12 
Model Presentation

          
25
(10% of grade)

Assignment #13 
Model paper


          100
(40% of grade)

Assignment #14
Attendance and participation

18
(7.2% of grade)



Total points               


          250
(100% with rounding)

GRADING SCALE:

	A+
	A
	A-
	B+
	B
	B-

	100-99%
	98-95%
	94-93%
	92-91%
	90-88%
	87-86%

	C+
	C
	C-
	D+
	D
	D-

	85-84%
	83-81%
	80-79%
	78-77%
	76-74%
	73-70%


Incompletes  

According to Western Seminary policy, in cases of serious illness or family emergency an instructor may grant an incomplete providing a maximum extension of six weeks to finish the semester's work. Incompletes are not granted for reasons of a student’s inability to manage their time.  The granting of an incomplete does not remove the penalties for late work.

Late work
Assignments are to be handed to the professor at the beginning of the class session on the date they are due or submit on-line as assigned.   A late penalty will be assessed for work that is late. The late penalty is 10% of the possible points for each day it is late.  Communication in ministry is of utmost importance so be sure to be in communication with the professor as soon as you know an assignment is going to be late.

Contact information
Office phone: 503-517-1887

Cell phone: 503-577-3499

E-mail: rmarrs@westernseminary.edu
Schedule
Date

Session Topic


Assignment Due

Time Expected to










complete assignment
September 16
Intro to course



Why youth ministry?



Vision, Mission, Values



Phil of Youth Ministry Book




selection


September 30
History of Youth Ministry

Assignment #8


Overview of Models









Assignment #1:  Reading






1.  Dean, thru Ch. 1

1 hour







2.  Dean, Ch. 4


.5 hour







3.  Senter articles


1.5 hours






4.  Fields, Chs. 2-4

1.5 hours



Practical Theology

Assignment #2:  Reading






1.  Dean, Chs. 2, 3, 6

2 hours







2.  Fields, Ch. 5


.5 hours







3.  Scripture Reading:

.5 hour







       Exodus 33, 34







       2 Corinthians 3:7-4:6
October 14
Evangelism (pre-evangelism,
Assignment #3:  Reading


 incarnational ministry)

1.  Dean, Ch.  7


.5 hour







2.  Fields, Ch. 6


.5 hour







3.  Scripture Reading:

.5 hour 







Incarnational Ministry:







John 1:1-14; 4:1-42; 

17:18; 20:21; 1 Corinthians 2:1-5; 

Philippians 2:5-11

Pre-evangelism/evangelism:  Matthew  28:18-20; 

Luke 24:45-49; Acts 1:8; Romans 1:16,17



Follow-up/discipleship

Assignment  #4:  Reading









1.  Dean, Ch. 23


.5 hours







2.  Fields, Ch. 9


.5 hours







3.  Scripture reading

.5 hours







Follow-up:  Acts 8:26-40; 18:24-28








Discipleship/Teaching:  Matthew 28:18-20; 







Colossians 1:28, 29; Hebrews 5:11-14
Date

Session Topic


Assignment Due

Time Expected to












complete assignment
October 28
Teaching



Curriculum Development



Experiential Learning





Retreats, trips, events





Short term missions

Nov. 11

Shepherding


Assignment  #5:
Reading


Service



1.  Dean, Ch. 10


.5 hour



Leadership


2.  Fields, Ch. 10


.5 hour







3.  Scripture Reading:

1 hour

Shepherding: Ezekiel 34; Acts 20:25-35; 
1 Peter 5:1-4







Service:  Ephesians 4:11, 12; 1 Peter 4:10, 11







Leadership:  Daniel 1, Mark 10:35-45; John 13:1-17



Worship/music


Assignment #6:  Reading


Fellowship/community

1.  Dean, Ch. 12


.5 hour



Prayer



2.  Fields, Chs. 7, 8 

1 hour







3. Scripture Reading:

1 hour

Worship/music:  Psalm 100; Romans 12:1,2; 

Ephesians 5:15-20







Fellowship/community:  Acts 2:42-47; Romans 12; 
1 Corinthians 12

Dec. 2

Church/parachurch



Family-based youth ministry



Rural youth ministry




At-risk youth






Urban youth ministry





Assignment #7: Reading




1.  Fields, Ch. 14


.5 hours







2.  Dean, Ch. 8


.5 hours







3. Scripture Reading:

.5 hours







     Deuteronomy 6:1-14







     Psalm 78





     Ephesians 6:1-4
The Model Youth Worker

Assignment #9


7 hours



(Mike will be in class)

  (Response to Higgs’ book)



4 Views Conversation

Assignment #10


7 hours
Dec. 16

Phil of Youth Ministry Book
Assignment #11


7 hours



Model Presentations

Assignment #12


3 hours




Wrapping Up






Class evaluation

Dec. 16





Assignment #13


20 hours

Reading Report  (Assignments #1-7)
“Developing a Theological Model for 21st Century Youth Ministry”

YMS 502

Ron Marrs, Assistant Professor

Name _______________________

Date of Class _______________

Assignment # ______

Textbook Reading Response

1.  What percentage of the reading did you do?

2.  How long did it take you to read this material?

3.  Explain one idea in the reading that you agreed with and why. 

4. Explain one idea that you disagreed with/question and why.

Scripture Reading (if assigned)
Choose one Scripture that impacted your thinking and explain its relevance to youth ministry.

Grading Template for Assignment #12:  

Classroom Presentation of Personal Model for Youth Ministry

Ron Marrs   YMS 502
1.  Presentation appropriate for target audience




_____ / 2pts.


Students targeted by model (students interested in the success of the youth ministry)


Parents (parents deciding if they want their son/daughter involved)


Senior pastor

2.  Vision is clearly communicated






_____ / 2pts.

3.  Mission is clearly communicated





_____ / 2 pts.

4.  Four components of the model are clearly addressed in a brief form


_____ / 15 pts.


Evangelism










Follow-up/discipleship/teaching







Shepherding










Leadership


5.  Model clearly based on the Bible





_____ / 2 pts.

6.  Presentation is creative







_____ / 2 pts.










_________________







Total Points


_____ / 25 pts

Grading Template for Assignment #13:  Personal Model for Youth Ministry

Ron Marrs   YMS 502

Student Name ____________________

1.  Description of Target Group






_____ / 2 pts.


Good knowledge of this group revealed



(age, values, activities, needs, range of spiritual commitments)


2.  Vision Statement 







_____ / 2 pts.


Biblically based;  Clear;  Concise;  25 words or less

3.  Mission Statement







_____ / 2 pts


Biblically based; Clear; Concise; 50 words or less

4.  Values








_____ / 2 pts.


At least five values listed


Values reflect biblical purposes


Values reflect a good grasp of youth culture

5.  Components


Activities chosen flow out of biblical purposes


Model reflects a good grasp of adolescent development and culture


Rationale reflects wise choices based on a knowledge



of other models possible (in light of reading



and class discussion)


Evangelism







_____ / 10 pts.


Follow-up/discipleship/teaching (retreats, trips, events, short term missions)
_____ / 15 pts.


Shepherding







_____ / 10 pts.


Service








_____ / 10 pts.


Leadership







_____ / 10 pts.


Worship/music







_____ / 10 pts.


Fellowship/community






_____ / 10 pts.


Prayer








_____ / 10 pts

6.  Reflects 2 insights gained from the interview.




_____ / 2 pts

7.  Classroom information and reading:  at least 5 citations



_____/  5 pts







Total Points


_____ / 100 pts

rmarrs
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